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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

.EXCELLENT

.GOOD

.FAIR

_DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

X_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

^UNALTERED 

^.ALTERED

CHECK ONE

^ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Effigy Mounds National Monument contains within its boundaries 192 known 
prehistoric mounds, some of which are in the form of bird and bear effigies 
and the remainder conical or linear. The Monument is composed of three 
major divisions—the North Unit, containing mounds (HS-M101-HS-M162 and 
HS-M192-HS-M196) visitor facilities and trails, and the Great Bear Mound 
(HS-M131), the South Unit, containing mounds (HS-M162-HS-M187 and HS-M197- 
HS-M199K some dirt roads and trails and the Marching Bear Group (HS-M171- 
HS-M173 and HS-M175-HS-M181), a line of bear effigy mounds along the top 
of a ridge; and a southern detached area near the mouth of Sny Magill Creek, 
presently in a primitive state containing 96 mounds (HS-M1-HS-M96). Al­ 
though the mounds are in an unexposed state they are in various stages of 
preservation. A brief description of each mound is as follows:

Mound
Number
HS-M1
HS-M2
HS-M3
HS-MU
HS-M5
HS-M6
HS-M7
HS-M8
HS-M9
HS-M10
HS-M11
HS-M12
HS-M13
HS-Mll*
KB -Ml 5
HS-M16
HS-M17
HS-M18
HS-M19
HS-M20
HS-M21
HS-M22
HS-M23
HS-M2H
HS-M25
HS-M26
HS-M27
HS-M28
HS-M29
HS-M30
HS-M31
HS-M32
HS-M33

Archaeological
Number

13CT38-1
13CT38-2
13CT38-3
13CT38-U
13CT38-5
13CT38-6
13CT38-7
13CT38-8
13CT38-9
13CT38-10
13CT38-11
13CT38-12
13CT38-13
13CT38-1^
13CT38.-J5
13CT38-16
13CT38-17
13CT38r-l8
13CT38-19
13CT38-20
13CT38-21
13CT38-22
13CT38-23
13CT38-2U
13CT38-25
13CT38-26
13CT38-27
13CT38-28
13CT38-29
13CT38-30
13CT38-31
13CT38-32
13CT38-33

(See Continuation Sheet

Type
Conical
Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical

Bear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Bird
Bird

Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
1)

Basic
Dimensions
UO 1 Dia.xS 1
50'xl5 f x2'

28' Dia.x2 !
30 f Dia.x3'
30' Dia.x2V
25' Dia.x2'
25' Dia.x 2 1
30' Dia.x2'
H5' Dia.xS'
90'x20'x2'
150'x20'x3'

UO 1 Dia.x2'
35' Dia.x2V
30' Dia.x2'
20' Dia.xl'
35' Dia.xlV
35' Dia.x3'
30' Dia.x2»
35' Dia.x2'
90'x38'x3'
50' Dia.x5 f
20' Dia.x2'
30' Dia.x2V
UO 1 Dia.x2V
40' Dia.x2'
I80'x90'x5 !
1^0'x75'x^'
155'x20'x2V
25' Dia.xl'
30' Dia.x2'
25' Dia.xl'
30' Dia.x2V
30' Dia.x2'

Location Condition State
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill .
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill

Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

. >:Ruins
•i Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered



[I SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
XPREHISTORIC
_1400-1499

— 1500-1599 

_1600-1699

— 1700-1799 

_1800-1899

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—^ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE 

_MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION 

_SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPEC"^

SPECIFIC DATES Prehistoric; 19^9 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Effigy Mounds National Monument was established to preserve an important 
and representative collection of a notable type of prehistoric American 
construction—earth mounds in the form of effigies. Within the monument's 
borders are nearly 200 known prehistoric mounds, 29 in the form of bear 
and bird effigies and the remainder conical or linear shaped. While the 
monument has the potential for providing information important in under­ 
standing prehistory, little actual research has been conducted within its 
boundaries. Its significance lies principally in its representative 
collection of mound forms, highlighted principally by the effigies. The 
famous Marching Bear Group is the most striking ensemble, although some 
individual mounds are of truly monumental .; scale. The Great Bear Mound is 
TO feet across the shoulders and forelegs, 1ST feet long, and 3% feet 
high. While the mounds are important today for their visibility and the 
impressive artistry they represent, the intentions of their builders is 
open to speculation.

The monument has yielded isolated artifacts dating from Paleo-Indian times 
prior to 2500 B.C., and includes representations of all native periods 
thereafter. The oldest mounds in the monument are associated with the 
Red Ocher Culture, one burial mound dated to 2500 B.C. Other mounds are 
contemporary with the Hopewell Culture of ca. 100 B.C. to 600 A.D. and 
materials retrieved demonstrate some affinity with that culture, including 
pottery and projectile points. Thereafter, the area was occupied by the 
cultures that built the effigy mounds. While effigy mounds occur over a 
wide area of the upper Mississippi River system, those here are distinctive­ 
ly representational and possess great individual and group integrity. The 
culture that produced them apparently gave way before the Oneota Culture 
during about the lUth century, and no further mounds were built here. The 
Oneota people appear to have drawn their influences from areas farther 
south, as indicated by their pottery, economics, and evidences of their 
religion. Their occupation was based on large agricultural villages. They 
removed themselves from the area by the advent of the white man.

While whites were present in the area from the late 17th century, the 
mounds were first described by Theodore H. Lewis and Alfred J. Hill in 
1881. Thereafter, they were subjected to the pressures of logging and 
development. The monument's gathering of mounds presents an unparalleledci 
opportunity for public viewing, however, and from early in the 20th century 
the people of Iowa began pushing for their protection. The national

(See Continuation Sheet 6)
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Mound
Number
HS-M33
HS-M31+
HS-M35
HS-M36
HS-M3T
HS-M38
HS-M39
HS-MUO
HS-Ml+1
HS-Ml+2
HS-MU3
HS-M1+1+
HS-MU5
HS-MU6
HS-Ml+7
HS-MU8
HS-Ml+9
HS-M50
HS-M51
HS-M52
HS-M53
HS-M5U
HS-M55
HS-M56
HS-M57
HS-M58
HS-M59
HS-M60
HS-M61
HS-M62
HS-M63
HS-M6U
HS-M65
HS-M66
HS-M67
HS-M68
HS-M69
HS-M70
HS-M71
HS-M72
HS-M73

Archaeological
Number
13CT38-33
13CT38-3H
13CT38-35
13CT38-36
13CT38-3T
13CT38-38
13CT38-39
13CT38-1+0
13CT38-1+1
13CT38-U2
13CT38-1+3
13CT38-1+1+
13CT38-1+5
13CT38-1+6
13CT38-1+7
13CT38-1+8
13CT38-1+9
13CT38-50
13CT38-51
13CT38-52
13CT38-53
13CT38-51+
13CT38-55
13CT38-56
13CT38-5T
13CT38-58
13CT38-59
13CT38-60
13CT38-61
13CT38-62
13CT38-63
13CT38-6H
13CT38-65
13CT38-66
13CT38-67
13CT38-68
13CT38-69
13CT38-70
13CT38-71
13CT38-72
13CT38-73

Type
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Bear

Conic al
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Bear

Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical

Basic
Dimensions
30
50
30
1+5
35
Hi
25
35
20
35
60
i+o
25
35
20
20
20
30
30
1+0
50
30
30
30
30
20
90
20
30
35
25
20
90
30
25
1+5
35
35
35
35
30

1 Dia
1 Dia
! Dia
1 Dia
' Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
' Dia

.x2 f

.x3 f

.x2 !

.x3 f

.x3'

.x3 !

. xl^g 1

.x3 !

.xl'

1 Dia:.,x3'
1 Dia

• ! Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
' Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
f Dia
1 Dia
'xl+0'

1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
f Dia
1 Dia
1 x50 '

1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
1 Dia
' Dia
1 Dia

.x6 f

.x2'

.xl'

.x3 f

.xl'

.xl'

.xl'
x^ '
.xl'

.x2V

.x3 f

.x2V

.x2 f

.xl 1

.x2'

.xV
x3'
.xl'
.x2 f

. x2V

.xl'
x^ 'x3'2

.x2'

.xl'

.x3'

.x2V

.x2'

.x2'

.x2'

.x2'

Location Condition State
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny
Sny

Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill
Magill

Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered...
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
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Mound Archaeological
Number
HS-M7U
HS-M75
HS-M76
HS-M7T
HS-M78
HS-M79
HS-M80
HS-M81
HS-M82
HS-M83
HS-M8^
HS-M85
HS-M86
HS-M87
HS-M88
HS-M89
HS-M90
HS-M91
HS-M92
HS-M93
HS-M9U
HS-M95
HS-M96
HS-M101
HS-M102
HS-M103

HS-MlOl*
HS-M105
HS-M106
HS-M107
HS-M108
HS-M109
HS-M110
HS-M111
HS-M112
HS-M113
HS-MllU
HS-M115
HS-M116
HS-M117
HS-M118

Number
13CT38-7U
13CT38-75
13CT38-76
13CT38-7T
13CT38-78
13CT38-79
13CT38-80
13CT38-81
13CT38-82
13CT38-83
13CT38-8U
13CT38-85
13CT38-86
13CT38-87
13CT38-88
13CT38-89
13CT38-90
13CT38-91
13CT38-92
13CT38-93
13CT38-9 1*
13CT38-95
13CT38-96
13AM82-1
13AM82-2
13AM82-3

13AM82-U
13AM82-5
13AM82-6
13AM82-7
13AM82-8
13AM82-9
13AM82-10
13AM82-11
13AM82-12
13AM82-13
13AM82-1U
13AM82-15
13AM82-16
13AM82-17
13AM82-18

Type
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Ellipse
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Compound

Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Bear

Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical

Basic
Dimensions
30'
30'
25'
35'

100
20'
30'
20'
30'
35'
30'
30'
30'
20'
30'

135
30'
30'
30'
30'
30'

30'
36'
3U '
130

39'
in 1
33'
27'

102
101
U2 1
50'
1*6 f
76'
10U

U8 f

Dia.xlV
Dia.xlV
Dia.xl'
Dia.xl '
'x25'x2V

D i a . x^ '
Dia.x2'
Dia.xl'
Dia.x2! •
Dia.x2V
Dia. x2 '
Dia.x2 '
Dia.xlV
Dia.xl'
Dia.x2'
'x?xlV
Dia.xl'
Dia. xlV
Dia. xl '
D i a . x V
D i a . x V

7
Dia.x3'
Dia.xS'
Dia.x2V
'x55'x5 f

Dia.x2V
Dia.x5V
Dia . x2V
Dia.xl '
'xl9 t xl'
'x20'x2'
Dia.xl'
Dia.x5 '
Dia.x2V

xl*0 ' x2^'
'x22'x2'

7
7
7

Dia.x5 '

LOG ation
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
Sny Magill
North Area
North Area
North Area

North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area

Condition
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Good

7
Deterio­
rated
Good
Good
Good
Fair
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Good

State
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered

Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
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Mound Archaeological
Number
HS-M119
HS-M120
HS-M121
HS-M122
HS-M123
HS-M12U
HS-M125
HS-M126
HS-M127
HS-M128
HS-M129
HS-M130
HS-M131
HS-M132
HS-M133
HS-M13U
HS-M135
HS-M136
HS-M137
HS-M138
HS-M139
HS-MlUO
HS-MlUl
HS-M1U2
HS-M1U3
HS-MlUU
HS-M1U5
HS-M1U6
HS-M1U7
HS-M1U8
HS-M1U9
HS-M150
HS-M151
HS-M152
HS-M153
HS-M15U
HS-M155
HS-M156
HS-M157
HS-M158
HS-M159
HS-M160

Number
13AM82-19
13AM82-20
13AM82r-21
13AM82-22
13AM82-23
13AM82-2U
13AM82-25
13AM82-26
13AM82-27
13AM82-28
13AM82-29
13AM82-30
13AM82-31
13AM82-32
13AM82-33
13AM82-3U
13AM82-35
13AM82-36
13AM82-37
13AM82-38
13AM82-39
13AM82-UO
13AM82-U1
13AM82-U2
13AM82-U3
13AM82-UU
13AM82-U5
13AM82-U6
13AM82-U7
13AM82-U8
13AM82-U9
13AM82-50
13AM82-51
13AM82-52
13AM82-53
13AM82-5U
13AM82-55
13AM82-56
13AM82-57
13AM82-58
13AM82-59
13AM82-60

Type
Linear
Linear
Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Bear
Bear

Linear
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Conical
Bear
Compound
Compound
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Conical

Basic
Dimensions
110
108
183
26'
29'
31'
31'
30'
27'
31'

1^5
67'
lUo
62'
U3'
US 1
21 '
18'
22'
20'
2U 1
27'
28'
27'
29'
32 f
30'
30'
30'
30'
25'
30'
81'
210
225
^5'
30'
U5 '

f x!9
'x22
! x23

Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
'x23

x3U '
'x68

9

Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia
Dia

xU6 '
'x30
'x30

Dia
Dia
Dia

?
?

?

' xlV
'xl'
f xlV
.xl'

.xlV

.x2'

.x2'

.xl'

.xlV

.x2'
'x2'
xl'
'x25g'

.x6'

.x5 '

.x5 '

.xl 1

.xl'

. xlV

.xlV

.x2'

. x2^g'

. x2V

. x23§'

.x2'

.x3'

.x2'

.x3'
. x2^g'
.x2'
.x2'
.x3'
x2'
' x2^'
'x3'

.xh '

.x3'

.x5 '

Location Condition State
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North

Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area

Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
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Mound Archaeological
Number
ES-M161
ES-M162
ES-M162
ES-M163
HS-M164
ES-M165
ES-M166
ES-M167
ES-M168
ES-M169
ES-M170
ES-M171
HS-M172
ES-M173
ES-M17^

, US -Ml 7 5
'..SIS -Ml 7 6
:;-is-Ml77
ES-M178
ES-M179
ES-M180
ES-M181
ES-M182
ES-M183
ES-M18U
ES-M185
ES-M186
ES-M187
ES-M192
ES-M193
ES-M19U
ES-M195
ES-M196
ES-M197
ES-M198
ES-M199

Number
13AM82-61
13AM82-62
13AM83-62
13AM83-63
13AM83-6^
13J2T26-65
13CT26-66
13CT26-67
13CT26-68
13CT26-69
13CT26-70
13CT26-71
13CT26-72
13CT26-73
13CT26-7 1*
13CT26-75
13CT26-76
13CT26-77
13CT26-78
13CT26-79
13CT26-80
13CT26-81
13CT26-82
13CT26-83
13CT26-8i|
13CT26-85
13CT26-86
13CT26-87
13AM82-92
13AM82-93
13AM82-9U
13AM82-95
13AM82-96
13AM83-97
13AM83-98
13AM83-99

Type
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bear
Compound
Bird
Bear
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bird
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bird
Bird
Compound
Linear
Compound
Conical
Bear
Bear
Bear

Linear
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bird

Basic
Dimensions

7
7

150 ' x20 ' x3§ f
150'x20'xV
93 f x3^ ' x2V
^70'x25'x3'
212'x88'x2V
8k 'xHo ' x2 '
39' Dia.x2V
81| 'x2U ' x2 '
lUl^ 1 x23 ' x2 f
100 'x35 ' x25g f
875§'x21 ! x2 '
109 ! x55 l x3 l
171 ' x^9 f x2 '
91 f x^7 ' x2V
82 ! x^7 'x2 '
89 'x51 ' x25g !
87 t x51 l x2 T
82'x50'x2 f
Q *^^ v li ^ • "v ̂ i< ^ O ̂^»- * s •"• ^- 2.
106'x52 l x2'

250 ' x75 ' x3 '
12U ' x5^ ' x2V
173^' x25 ' x2 f
600 ? x2U'x2 f

Ih3 ! x25 ' x2^ !
36' Dia.x3'

7
7
7
7
7
7
7

lOO'xU^'xl '

Location Condition State
North Area
North Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
North Area
North Area
NOrth Area
North Area
North Area
South Area
South Area
South Area

Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered

Those mounds for which basic dimensions are not given are in such a state 
that accurate measurements cannot presently be taken.
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The park is presently covered -with a dense hardwood forest. In the North 
Area there are small areas of meadow land on what was formerly farmland. 
In this area the vast majority of the mounds are maintained with a grass 
cover with the remainder covered "by the woods. The majority of the mounds 
in the South Area are covered with woods, with a large minority maintained 
with a grass cover. The Sny Magill Area is entirely covered with a hard­ 
wood forest. Because of its elevation and the present level of the Missis­ 
sippi River (caused by the intrusion of navigational dams) this area is 
now flooded for six months out of the year. The only real problem created 
by the water is the erosion of one mound (HS-89) on the bank of Johnsons 
Slough.

Alterations to the mounds fall into two categories. The majority of alter­ 
ations are in the form of pockmarks left after a mound had been rifled by 
thieves and amateurs. The remainder of alterations have occurred as profiles 
of the mounds have been re-established following the earlier ransacking or 
subsequent scientific investigation.

Non-historic structures within the monument include the Visitors Center (196C 
Superintendent's Residence (i960), Archaeologist's Residence (i960), 
Residence, Utility Building (1960), Pit Toilets (1950), and a shed (1938).
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Mound
Number
HS-M151
HS-ML52
HS-M153
HS-ML5H
HS-M155
HS-M156
HS-M157
HS-ML58
HS-ML59
HS-ML60
HS-ML61
HS-M162
HS-MI63
HS-M16U
HS-M165
HS-M166
HS-M16?
HS-M168
HS-M169
HS-ML70
HS-M171
HS-M172
HS-M173
HS-MIT^
HS-M175
HS-]y[L76
HS-M177
HS-M178
HS-M179
HS-M180
HS-ML81
HS-M182
HS-M183
HS-Ml8i|
HS-ML85
HS-M186
HS-ML87

Archaeological
Number

13AM190-51
13AM190-52
13AM106-53
13AM106-5 1*
13AM82-55
13AM82-56
13AM82-57
13AM82-58
13AM82-59
13AM82-60
13AM82-61
13AM113-62
13AM113-63
13AM113-6U
13CT26-65
13CT26-66
13CT26-67
13CT26-68
13CT26-69
13CT26-70
13CT26-71
13CT26-72
13CT26-73
13CT26-71*
13CT26-75
13CT26-76
13CT26-77
13CT26-78
13CT26-79
13CT26-80
13CT26-81
13CT26-82
13CT26-83
13CT26-8U
13CT26-85
13CT26-86
13CT26-87

Type
Conical
Bear

Compound
Compound
Conical
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Conical
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bear

Compound
Bird
Bear
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bird
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bear
Bird
Bird

Compound
Linear
Compound
Conical

Basic
Dimensions

30 ' Dia.x3'
8l f x^6 f x2 f

210 l x30'x2V
225'x30'x3 f

U5 f Dia.xU'
30' Dia.x3'
U5 1 Dia.x5 !

?
7
7
7

150 f x20'xV
150'x20'x^ !
93'x3^'x2^'
^70'x25'x3'

212'x88'x2V
8i|'xiiO l x2 T

39' Dia.x2^ f
81| f x2i| f x2 f

llkLVx23'x2'
100'x35'x2^ 1
87^'x21 I x2 T
109'x55'x3 t
171 f xH9'x2'
91'xl+7'x2V
82 f xU7 f x2'
89'x51 f x2^ f
87'x51'x2 f
82'x50'x2 !

93^xU5'x2^'
106'x52'x2 T
250 t x75'x3 t
12U f x5^'x2^'
17332 t x25 f x2 T
600'x2)| l x2'
lU3'x25'x2^ T

36' Dia.x3'

Location
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
South Area

Condition
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

State
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Unaltered
Altered
Unaltered
Unaltered



Form No 1f)-300a 
(Hev.10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

COIMTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 5

Mound
Number
HS-M192
HS-M193
HS-M19 1*
HS-ML95
HS-M196
HS-M19T
HS-M98
HS-M199
HS-M200

Archaeological
Number

13AM189-92
13AM189-93
13AML89-9 1*
13AM191-95
13AM191-96
13AM10T-9T
13AM10T-98
13AM10T-99
13AM82-100

Type
Bear
Bear
Bear
Linear
Conical
Linear
Linear
Bird
Conical

Basic
Dimensions

7
7
7
7
7
7
7

100'xll5 f xl'

7

Location
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
North Area
South Area
South Area
South Area
North Area

Condition
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins
Ruins

State
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered
Altered

Those mounds for which basic dimensions are not given are in such a state that accurate 
measurements cannot presently be taken.

The park is presently covered with a dense hardwood forest. In the North Area there 
are small areas of meadow land on what was formerly farmland. In this area the 
vast majority of the mounds are maintained with a grass cover with the remainder 
covered by the woods. The majority of the mounds in the South Area are covered with 
woods, with a large minority maintained with a grass cover. The Sny Magill Area is 
entirely covered with a hardwood forest. Because of its elevation and the present 
level of the Mississippi River (caused by the intrusion of navigational dams) this 
area is now flooded for six months out of the year. The only real problem created 
by the water is the erosion of one mound (HS-89) on the bank of Johnsons Slough.

Alterations to the mounds fall into two categories. The majority of alterations are 
in the form of pockmarks left after a mound had been rifled by thieves and amateurs. 
The remainder of alterations have occurred as profile of the mounds have been re­ 
established following the earlier ransacking or subsequent scientific investigation.

Nonhistoric structures within the monument include the Visitors Center (1960), 
Superintendent's Residence (i960), Archaeologist's Residence (i960), Residence, 
Utility Building (i960), Pit Toilets (1950), and a shed (1938).
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monument was established on August 10, 19^9, and subsequently enlarged 
in 1951 and 1961.

While the numerous mounds in the monument are in various stages of 
preservation, they retain an integrity of form that is notably rare 
in other areas where prehistoric earthworks have fallen victim to white 
development. The effigies in particular are striking, and their visi­ 
bility has been enhanced by careful management of vegetation. They 
exist as a unique expression of prehistoric artistry, their purpose 
not wholly known today, and depend for their integrity on their continued 
preservation and freedom from intrusions. Accordingly, the area is most 
susceptible to adversities from actions that physically disturb the 
mounds, alter their appearance, or introduce elements inconsistent with 
these remnants of native artistry.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point in Allamakee County, Iowa where the Chicago, Milwau­ 
kee, St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad crosses the Yellow River, the "boundary 
of Effigy Mounds National Monument follows the west side of the railroad 
right-of-way southward about 8,200 feet to a point (C) where it turns due 
west about 1,750 feet to a point (D) where it turns due north about 500 
feet to a point where it turns northwest about 500 feet to a point where 
it turns due west about 1,000 feet to a point (E) where it turns due north 
about 5 9 300 feet to the border of Allamakee and Clayton Counties at which 
point it turns due west and follows the border about 1,^00 feet to a point 
where it turns due north about 1,300 feet to a point where it turns due 
west about 1,300 feet to a point (F) where it turns due north about 2,700 
feet to a point (G) where it turns due east about 1,300 feet to a point 
where it turns due north about 700 feet to a point where it turns due east 
about ^00 feet to its intersection with Iowa State Highway 13 which it then 
follows northward about 800 feet to a point where it turns due east about 
1,300 feet to a point where it turns due north about 800 feet to its inter­ 
section with a county road which it then follows northeastward about 2,500 
feet to a point where it turns due east about 500 feet to a point where it 
turns due north about 500 feet to a point where it turns due west about 
500 feet where it re-intersects the county road which it then follows north 
ward about 2,500 feet to a point (A) where it turns due east about 2,300 
feet to a point (B) where it intersects the west edge of the right-of-way 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad which it then 
follows southward about 9»000 feet to the point of beginning.

Beginning at the point of intersection of a dirt road near Sny Magill 
Creek and the east edge of the right-of-way of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 
Paul and Pacific Railway in Clayton County, Iowa, the border of the Sny 
Magill Area of Effigy Mounds National Monument proceeds northward along 
the railroad right-of-way about 3,700 feet to a point (AA) where it turns 
due east about 600 feet to a point (BB) where it turns southward in an 
irregular path about 5,000 feet along the main channel of Johnsons Slough 
to a point (DD) where it turns due west about 1,900 feet to a point (EE) 
where it intersects the east edge of the right-of-way of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad which it follows northward about 
900 feet to the point of beginning.


