FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION lij-1-v
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address 3 llount Pleasant Street
Name Jaj”es Scofield House

Present use residence
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owner Arthixr and Dora Langloi

—8? I'lordlimd s™
3. Description: Worcester, Mass. 01609

Date ca.l8&0

Source . city atlases
Roll #3

Style Second Enpire

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect uniinovm
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe)  rinnpi

Other features quoining, low-risin-

mansard roof with concave curve,
moulded window caps

Altered no Date

Moved no Date

5. Lotsize: ANANAAAAG N op.31
Lot 28 6933 sq.ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 70»

Approximate distance of building from street

20'
P. Multer
6. Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Sov.

January 1978
Date

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) James Scofield (first known - 1865)

Original use residence
Subseguent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural T Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built prior toi860, theScofield House i san early exanple of Second
Enpire style architecture. As with other early houses of i tsstyle, the
Scofield House has a square floor plan with rear ell. The building's
facade i ssymmetrical, possessing corner quoins, an original entry porch,
side-lighted entry, noul ded wi ndow caps with dentils and a deep dentilled
cornice. Above thecornice is alow concavely cursred mansard roof with

two dorners at t hefacade. At present the house isunaltered.

Janmes Scofield (1821j.-1871) "was a native of Connecticut; from I8|.5t 0
181{.9 he ovned a Nev; London newspaper which he sold upon novingto
Stockton, California i nl8ij.9. Serving as collector of the port of
Stockton, Scofield also sold mners' supplies and attenpted t o establish
a nex-/spaper there, although his pri ntingi] presses were lostj i n shipping.
Around 1855-1857 Scofield returned t ot heEast coast and i n 1865 nove
to V/iorcester t owork as an agent for theCharter Gak Life Insurance
Conmpany of Hartford, Connecticut. During his sixyears in Worcester
before his death, Scofield devel oped an extensive Insurance business,
empl oying agents throughout thestate. At thesame time Scofield pur-
chased | arge tracts of open | and along Main Street South andtriedto
pronote zoning which would have required that all new houses al ong Min
Street be set 150" back from the street. Intendingthat Main Street
South becone a "grand avenue", Scofield succeeded i n persuading sone

individual owners tofollow this proposed restriction; however, his

(cont,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories
Nutt, C History of Worcester, vol. IV, p. 61 8(Scofield biography)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commurity: Fam No:

MASSACGUETTS HISTORICAL COM"SSON V/orcester 141-V
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property, Name Ill/(\)ﬁs% Seofield

Indicate each item on inventory fomvdiidi is being continued below.

9.
death in 1871 brought an end to the planned developiaient of .lain Street
South. Scofield also became the major force in an unsuccessful effort
to re-organize the V/orcester Horse Railroad Company which had been
formed in 1861, but which had failed by the mid-1860s. In the late
1860s Scofield was a founder of the V/orcester Safe Deposit Company,

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



