
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
l i j - l - V 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l #3 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 3 Ilount Pleasant S t ree t 

Name Jaj^es S c o f i e l d House 

Present use residence 

Present owner Arthixr and Dora L a n g l o i 
—8? I'lorelimd s^. 

3. Description: Worcester , Mass. 01609 

Date ca . l 8&0 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source_ c i t y a t l ases 

Style_ Second Empire 

Architect uniinovm 

Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) rinnpi 

Other features q u o i n i n g , l o w - r i s i n -

mansard r o o f w i t h concave curve , 

moulded window caps 

Altered 

Moved 
no 

no 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ p . 3 1 
Lot 28 6933 s q . f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 70» 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20' 
P. Mul t e r 

6. Recorded by ed . B.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore. Her i tage Pres. Sov. 

January 1978 
Date 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) James S c o f i e l d ( f i r s t known - 1865) 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

"TT 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t p r i o r to i860, the Scofield House i s an early example of Second 
Empire style architecture. As w i t h other early houses of i t s s t y l e , the 
Scofield House has a square f l o o r plan w i t h rear e l l . The building's 
facade i s symmetrical, possessing corner quoins, an o r i g i n a l entry porch, 
side-lighted entry, moulded window caps w i t h d e n t i l s and a deep d e n t i l l e d 
cornice. Above the cornice i s a low, concavely cursred mansard roof w i t h 
two dormers at the facade. At present the house i s unaltered. 

James Scofield (l82lj.-l871) "was a native of Connecticut; from l8I|.5 to 
18I{.9 he ovmed a Nev; London newspaper which he sold upon moving to 
Stockton, C a l i f o r n i a i n l8ij.9. Serving as col l e c t o r of the port of 
Stockton, Scofield also sold miners' supplies and attempted to establish 
a nex-/spaper there, although his p r i n t i n g presses were lostj i n shipping. 
Around 1855-1857 Scofield returned to the East coast and i n 1865 moved 
to V/orcester to work as an agent f o r the Charter Oak L i f e Insurance 
Company of Hartford, Connecticut. During his six years i n Worcester 
before his death, Scofield developed an extensive insurance business, 
employing agents throughout the state. At the same time Scofield pur­
chased large t r a c t s of open land along Main Street South and t r i e d to 
promote zoning which would have required that a l l new houses along Main 
Street be set 150' back from the s t r e e t . Intending that Main Street 
South become a "grand avenue", Scofield succeeded i n persuading some 
ind i v i d u a l owners to follow t h i s proposed r e s t r i c t i o n ; however, his 

(cont,) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City atlases and d i r e c t o r i e s 
Nutt, C. History of Worcester, v o l . IV, p. 6l8 (Scofield biography) 
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Indicate each item on inventory fom vdiidi is being continued below. 

9. 
death i n I 8 7 I brought an end to the planned developiaient of .Iain Street 
South. Sco f i e ld also became the major force i n an unsuccessful e f f o r t 
to re-organize the V/orcester Horse Railroad Company which had been 
formed i n I 8 6 I , but which had f a i l e d by the mid-l860s. In the l a t e 
1860s Sco f i e ld was a founder of the V/orcester Safe Deposit Company, 

Staple to Inventory form at bo t t cm 
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