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The Hartford Seminary, 1839-1880, is a modest, one -story building 
of rectangular shape, measuring 28 feet wide and 60 feet long. The 
plan of the old Seminary building was well suited to its purposes, con 
structed with a hall, two large rooms, and a fireplace at each end. 
Eleven windows, four doorways, and a low-pitched roof complete the 
exterior design of the building. v

Original sandstone sills and shutters remain at each window. The 
front entrance, which faces north, has the original door and log 
threshold; x however, a concrete porch with ornamental iron rails anddpejriod 
r light fixtures have been added, along with a storm door to protect the 
old wooden door. The door, flanked by wooden shutters, is recessed 
and has glass transom and sidelights.

The two windows on the front elevation each measure three feet by six 
and one-half feet and each has two six pane sashes. The east side 
features three windows of the same size as the front windows and one 
larger window, four by five feet. At the rear of the building a larger 
six foot square window containing twenty panes,is found, along with a 
brick chimney. There are four windows and two doors on the west 
side, and in recent years a porch has been added for use by the resi 
dents. The original crimped tin roof was replaced by residents in 
recent years.

Exterior walls are of solid brick twelve inches thick, and remain in 
good condition. The brick is believed to have been burned from clay 
near the site of the building. XA denticulated cornice buttresses the 
overhanging eaves of the roof^and attfisis to the skillful craftsmanship 
of the early days in Ohio County.

\The original wide plank ash floor and plaster walls of sand and lime 
remain.v Since the house has been in private ownership since 1880, 
later wall partitions have divided the original!two large rooms. 
t
Built and used for school purposes for more than forty years, the Old 
Hartford Seminary building was sold on March 30, 1880 by the trustees 
of the town of Hartford for private use. It was sold because a newer 
and more commodious town school was completed and opened in 1 
The Ohio County Historical Society has expressed an interest \iy 
chasing the 134 year old building to house an Ohio County Museum. fi'E
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hartford Seminary, built in 1839, is one of the oldest surviving 
buildings in Hartford, Kentucky.

It is believed that the first school in Hartford was established in 1792 anc 
was held in a log cabin. The school system became so strengthened that 
demands were made upon the State Legislature for recognition. Thus a 
charter was granted to the school, and on November 15, 1805, Lot 56 of 
the original plat of the town was conveyed to the trustees of the Hartford 
Academy. Among these trustees were Charles Henderson, County and 
Circuit Clerk for forty years; and Dr. Charles McCrerry who performeql 
the first known operation for the excision of the entire clavicle, in 1813. 
On 1820, another Legislative Act was passed naming a new group of 
trustees for the Academy and authorizing them to "enter" 6,000 acres 
which could not be located "west of the Tennessee River."

In 1839 a third act of the General Assembly instructed the trustees of 
Hartford Academy to transfer their land grant to the Hartford Seminary. 
This land played an important role in establishing Hartford Seminary. 
When the trustees of Hartford Seminary acquired legal title to the land, 
they sold it, receiving only a fraction of its value. However, the pro 
ceeds of this sale helped obuild the Hartford Seminary in 1839. The 
Hartford Seminary could perhaps be classified as a public school since it 
indirectly received public funds through the sale of lands allotteidtto 
school purposes by the General Assembly. Other school expenses were 
covered by tuition fees paid by the students.

A prominent teacher of the Hartford Seminary was Ulysses Curran, 
father of the noted American artist, Charles Courtney Curran.

The alumnus of the Hartford Seminary who achieved the greatest national 
prominence was Richard Parks Bland, "father of the free-silver movement 
and forerunner of William Jennings Bryan." Congressman Bland was 
born near Hartford in 1835. He graduated from Hartford Seminary in 
1854, taught school for a few years, then went to Missouri to practice 
law. "Silver Dick" Bland, as he was affectionately known by his 
______ __ (see continuation sheet)___
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supporters, was co-author of the famous Bland-Allison silver coinage 
bill passed by Congress in 1877. Bland was nearly chosen as the Presi 
dential candidate at the Democratic Convention of 1896 in Chicago, lead 
ing William Jennings Bryan in ithe voting until the final ballot. Bland i 
died in Missouri in 1899.

Hartford Seminary, opened in 1839, educated both local students and 
students from all of the surrounding counties and many southern states. 
It was used for educational purposes until a new school was built in 1880. 
The building was sold for private use on March 30, 1880. The building, 
presently a private, residence, is one of the oldest buildings in Hartford. 
The Ohio County Historical Society has expressed an interest in purchas 
ing the 134 year old building to house an Ohio County Museum.
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