
Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

COUNTY:

____Monmcmt.h
FOR NPS USE

ENTRY DATE

0CI1I
Seabrook-Wilson House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDHMUMBER:

ITQ Port. Mfypmnij-hh R
?.£*•**

CITY OR TOWN:

Middletown

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Third
COUNTY:

Monmouth 025

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

G District (2 Building

n Site Q Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

G In Process 

G Being Considered

- Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:
[3 Restricted 

Q Unrestricted

a NO
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural

i I .Commercial

I I Educational

I I Entertainment

I I Government 

I | Industrial 

G Military 

~| Museum

Q Park

I | Private Residence

I I Religious

G Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

Township of Middletown
NATIONAL f-j

STREET AND NUMBER:

Kings Highway
CITY OR TOWN:

Midlletown New Jersey

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

County Hall of Records
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Freehold New Jersey

TITLE OF SURVEY:

New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory 2529.3
"G Loco I C^DATE OF SURVEY

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Historic Sites iffice, Dept. of Env. Protection
STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1420
CITY OR TOWN:

fTlTrenton
STATE:

New Jersey



CONDITION
D Excellent 3

[X1 Altered

G Good Q Fair

fChecfc One) 

|~1 Deteriorated

(Check One) 

Q Unaltered

[~| Ruins Q Unexposed

U Moved

(Check One) 

£5 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

'-1 Stage 1 - This house has gpne through numerous changes 
throughout its history. The earliest section is on the west 
end and measures approximately 28 feet by 1? feet. This 
section consisted of two rooms, one approximately 16 feet 
square and a smaller 11x16 foot room. The partition between 
these two rooms has been removed and other partitions added 
at later dates. The fireplace still remains in the larger 
room, though the oven has been removed, leaving only the 
opening. A leanto shed off the west wall"-.was used to cover 
the projecting oven and provide for storage. This section 
could date from the early 18th century as indicated by the 
remaining architectural features. Family history indicates 
l?th century settlement, however this house does not appear 
to go back this far. This unit has a finished open beam 
ceiling and a hewn oak frame. The walls ate brick filled* 
With the lack of architectural details, however, this type of 
construction could have been done as late as the Revolutionary 
period. There is a cellar under part of this section. There 
is a section with a brick floor several feet lower than the fi 
floor, which was later covered over at the same level as the 
first floor- possibly originally a milk or cold room. There 
was only a loft above, as shown orvfithe oil painting done in 
1875. Presently it is two stories.

Stage 2 - The house was extended to the east in the late 
18th century or early 19th. Part of the original unit was 
partitioned off for a winder stair and a hall leading to this 
extension. This extension, presently the south center room, 
was a parlor with a fireplace. Another room extended off the 
east of this room, but was demolished when the next section 
was added. Only the plaster wall of this room remains, con­ 
cealed behind the wall of the present east unit. The remainin 
room presently has Victorian windows and trim, though its 
and casings are earlier. This^ unit had orignially been one 
story with dormers, as shown in the painting. It is presently 
in two stories.

Stage 3 - A 2^ story addition was added to the east end of 
the house, possibly moved from another laocation. This 
consists of a front and back parlor, each" with a gable end 
fireplace. The form and details are late Greek Revival t 
probably c. 1830-1850. These two parlors reTairTmuch'of their 
original detail.

In summary, the house does not have outstanding architec­ 
tural features, though it does show a progression of 
construction through the 18th and 19th centuries.

(cont. page 2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On <June 10, 1696, Thomas Whitlock, an original patentee 
cf Monmouth County, sold to Daniel Seabroek, his wife's son, 
his property at Shoal Harbor consisting of 202 acres.

In I?!? the farm Daniel Seabrpok had purchased was in 
the possesion of James Seabrook, his son. In 1730, James 
sold his property to Daniel Seabrook for 800 pounds. This 
Daniel was James 1 son. Records show that when Daniel died 
in 175Q he left his "plantation" at Shoal Harbor to his two 
sons. This is the first definite record of the house being 
there.

The land and home remained in the Seabrook family through 
the nineteenth century. Various members of the family, 
including Thomas, were involved in the Revolutionary War. 
Thomas was elected as a representative to the Assembly in 1780 
The family was active in various commercial enterprises in 
the area. Transportation was one of their major interests. 
Aaron Seabrook was a founder of the Port Monmouth Transporta­ 
tion Company. The company also built the Port Monmouth Hotel. 
The line was active in the Civil War as a troop transport. 
His brother, Henry, moved to Keyport from the Shoal Harbor 
homestead and founded the Middletown Point Steamboat Co..

In the 1850*s, a sister of Henry and Aaron married Rev. 
W.V. Wilson. Wilson had been leader of various congregations 
including All Saints Memorial Church in Navesink. He was 
also noted for his financial ability. The Wilsons settled 
in the^family homestead at Shoal Harbor at their marriage. 
Rev. Wilson also was involved in the shipping and ferry boat 
enterprises that his brother-in-laws had established.

The residents o£o the house have contributed to the 
development of Monmouth County. The Seabrook ownership 
of the land dates back to 1696 when it was bought from a 
Patentee. Parts of the house date from the 1750 f s.
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7« continued

S-tAge ^ - In 1880, Rev. William Wilson enlarged the house 
to its present form. Probably at this time the north center 
room was added. In this room is an earlier stair case moved 
from another location. He raised the foof over the center 
section to the height of the west unit. At this time the 
second floor over the original east unit was probably added. 
The Greek Revival cornice and frieze, as shown in the 
painting, were probably removed at this time.
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