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7. DESCRIPTION

The three structures inthe Cathedral of St. George Historic District consist of two free-standing
housesflanking achurch. All three are of brick construction and occupy narrow lots which
extend south to the rear property lines of the buildingsfronting East Fourth Street. The church
is sat back on the lot and includes a small green yard with walkwaysleading to the entrances.
The north property linealong the sidewalk is established by granite curbs and posts and acast
iron fence that was designed by the original architect of the church. The two housesextend up
to the sidewalk, as do all of the other houses on the street. I nthe rear of the houses are yards
with grass.

South Boston is adensely settled neighborhood of the City located on a peninsula that extends
out into Boston Harbor. Most of the streets are laid out ingrid patterns around the principal
thoroughfares of East and West Broadway and Dorchester Street. The latter runs south to
north and formsthe division between the two sections of Broadway. East Broadway, where
the Cathedral of St. George islocated, risesup ahill from Dorchester Street on what was
historically part of Dorchester Heights. The road then quickly descends one block past the
church. Situated inthe center of thisblock of East Broadway formedby G and H streets, the
district occupies a commanding location on one of the highest elevations in South Boston.

The buildingsinthisblock of East Broadway are predominately nineteenth century residential
structures, consisting of two and three story dwellingson narrow lots. Thesebuildingsare a
mixture of wood and brick construction. On the same side of the road to the east of the historic
district isarow of one story commercial shopsand an early twentieth century municipal
building. The parallel streetsto the north and south of the district are almost exclusively
residential with houses dating mostly from the nineteenth century.

Cathedral of St. George

The Cathedral of St. George is constructed of brick with sandstonetrim. Pressed brick was
used for the north facade facing the street, whil e the rear of the structure isbuilt of corrvmon
brick. The foundationis ashlar granite and the roofs are date. The main body of the church is
encompassed within arectangular block with apicturesque facade designed inaHigh Victorian
Gothic style. Over the main body of the church is asteeply pitched gable roof that extends
from the rear (south) wall to the north facade. The rear portion contains the nave, which
includes aideson either side with shed roofsbelow clerestory windows. Atthe north end of the
church the mainroof isbisected by two perpendicular gable roof wingswhich historically
contained the double parlors and the Sunday School rooms. The main roof terminates on the
north facade with the entrance porch and an engaged tower.

The design of the interior of the Cathedral of St. George was planned to make use of the most
natural light available on anarrow lotwith buildingson three sides. A long nave with

AN (continued)
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clerestory windows benefitsfrom the exposure gained through the back yards and one story
wings of the adjoining houses. For the parlors and Sunday School rooms the architect designed
two perpendicular gable roof wingswith large windowsfor both floorson the east and west
sides. The second floor Sunday School room gains additional light fromwall dormers on the
north elevation. Thisarrangement created a T-shaped planinwhich there was little room
available for atraditional picturesque facade with atower flanking a gable roof nave.

Designed inastyle derived from Venetian Gothic architecture, the windows, doors and entrance
porches havelancet arches. On the north end of the buildings these apertures are highlighted
with sandstonetrim. Sandstoneis aso used for the belt courses and coping stone. The
polychromatic effect of the original design, however, has been diminished through the
application of gray paint on all of the exposed sandstone.

In the center of the brick-work forthe north facade isalarge lancet arch over the entrance porch.
This arch frames three lancet arched windows surmounted by a geometric field of terra cotta
rosettes. The three windowsare linked by colonettes of polished granite shafts with Gothic
capitals. Flariking thisgreat arch on the northwest corner of the gable end isthe tower. Its
narrow shaft, eleven foot square, terminates in abelfry capped by a standing seam metal roof
finished off with small gablets. Thismetal roof replaced the spire, presumably removed around
1931. The belfry has lancet arched apertures and quoins constructed of sandstone. The quoins
are embellished by sandstone crockets. Narrow stair windowswith decorative sandstone
lintels are on each elevation of the tower. Atitsbaseisabuttress that also formsthe outside
comer of the entrance porch. Thisisvisually balanced by another buttress at the opposite side
of the porch. The porch itself consists of two broad lancet arched entryways flanking three
lancet arched windows.

S back from the plane of the tower and the entrance porch are the two perpendicular wings,
each having agable roof. On the north elevation of each of thesetwowingsisasingle wall
dormer with a steeply pitched hipped roof. These dormers havetriple hung sash and
sandstonetrim. The east and west gable ends have three lancet arched windows which provide
light for what was originally the school rooms. Atthe peak of each gable are clustered chimneys
constructed of brick and sandstone.

The side and rear elevations of the nave are not very visible from the street and, therefore,
received minimal architectural omament. There is acontinuous sandstone belt course at the
spring of the window arches along the east and west walls. The sills are also sandstone, but the
window operungs are framedwith brick. Simplebrick corbelling exists at the comice line of the
aide roofs. The clerestory windowshave metal frames. The rear (south) wall has no
omamentation and single doorway.

The main entrance to the interior isgained through avestibulein the north porch. Theinterior of
this porch has been enclosed with glassand stedl for energy conservation. Leather covered
double doors i nthe vestibule open into the central hall. The hall, sixteen feet wide, isflanked
by twin rooms with sliding doors that have pandls of wood and frosted glass. Atthe end of

(continued)
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thishall isanother perpendicular hall with flanking staircases. Both hallways are lined with
tongue and groove chestnut wainscot and have plaster ceiling cornices. Thetrim and double
doors to the parlor are also chestnut. The staircases are wood with large decorative newel
posts and hand railing. The floorsinthe halls are covered with linoleum, which isnot original.

The east parlor isstill intact and essentially servesitsoriginal function. There isafireplace on
the eest wall with amarble surround. On the plaster walls are tongue and groove wainscot,
and the ceiling has amolded plaster comice. The floor iscovered with carpet. Thewindows
have molded wood trim and there is colored glasswith geometric designsinthe sash. Thesmall
ante room of the southeast comer of this parlor provides accessto the basement and the hall
behind the sanctuary. Thewoodwork inthisanteroomisoriginal but the sink has been
replaced and the dumbwaiter converted into a closet.

The west parlor has been converted intoasmall chapel. Thewood trim around thewindows
and doors are original, but the wainscot and cornicewith faux marble paint was added in 1982.
This alteration coincidedwith the conversion of thisroomintothe Theophany Chapel. It
includes a carved wood and formed metal screen from Mexico.

Thetwin staircases provide accessto the balcony in the sanctuary and the auditorium, which
was originally the Sunday School room. This gpaceisdirectly above the entrance hall and the
two parlors. Now used as ameeting room, it contains original woodwork inthe form of

paneled doors, architrave trim, wainscot and chamfered ceiling beamswith drops. On the
north side isaplatformthat originally served as a small stage st beneath aplaster arch. On
either side of the platform are two small rooms, one a closet and the other to provide accessto
the tower. Wood stairs were recently constructed inthe tower to replace ladders. Opposite the
stage are large folding doors which can be opened to prove accessto the balcony and the
sanctuary.

Directly below the double parlors inthe basement is eating spacewith akitchen. Thisarea
historically contained the kitchenwith sinks, stoves and a men'swashroom. The basement has
been completely remolded, firstin 1950 and a second timein 1983. Little evidence of historic
fabricremains. The basement area under the sanctuary isnot finished off.

The sanctuary remains largely intact except for the platform areawhere the original pulpit
stood. Thewoodwork, manufactured by William H.Stewart, is all black walnut and features
Gothic molding profiles. The predominant decorative motif used on all of the woodwork
derives from the "dogtooth" brick coursesfound on medieval architecture. The sanctuary is
entered throughwood double doors on the south side of the stair hall. There are four setsof
paneled wal nut doors which open intothe sanctuary beneath the balcony. The balcony has an
omately molded paneled railing and is supported on massive brackets. The pews, which were
manufactured by Wentworth & Co. of East Cambridge, have paneled endsembellished with
quatrefoils.

(continued)
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Above the sanctuary the gable roof issupported by four lancet arched trusses. On either side
the aideroofsare supported on smaller king post trusses. These have chamfered chords and
struts, and postsinthe form of asingleround column. The intersection of the main roof trusses
and the smaller aide roof tmssesform jointswhich are encased and decorated with decorative
wood moldings. Thesejoints intersect beneath the clerestory windows and are carried on cast
iron columnswith floral Gothic capitals. Along the ceilings of the two side walls are molded
wood cornices and corbels supporting the lower chords of the clerestory trusses.

The plaster panels between the woodwork on the ceiling are painted with aplain field and
decorative boarders. The geometric and floral motifs of these designs are original, althoughthis
work was mostly repainted i n the course of repairs recently made to the plaster and lath. All of
the non-religious artwork inthe ceiling panels was originally done by Philip A. Butler. On the
lower portions of the side and rear walls are large paintings representing religious events
described inthe Bible. Thiswork was done around 1990.

The sanctuary windows are stained glasswith acombination of floral and geometric pattems
by an unknown designer. The clerestory windows, which are more elaborate i n design, have
trefoilswith bold floral motifs designed by J.M.Cook of South Boston.

At the south end of the sanctuary is a Byzantine style alter screen that was carved in 1912 by
an Albanian, Usta Dhimitri. The screen replaced the original pulpit platformwhen the church
became the Cathedral of St. George and is characteristic of sixteenth century religious carving
foundinAlbanian churches. The screenswere originally installed i nthe Emerald Street church
of thiscongregationin 1922. At that time Orthodox religious paintings on the screen were
added by NicholasZengo and Thomaidha Kiates. | nthe southeast corner of the sanctuary isa
large Hook & Hastings organ with 1,500 pipes. |n the southwest comer isasmall roomwith
chestnut woodwork and a marble fireplace surroimd. Thishistorically served as the pastor's
retiring roomand servesthe samefunction today for the priest. Behindthe screen, where the
original pulpit was located, are communion tables.

Alterations

The exterior has not been sigruficantly altered except for the removal of the spire, which
probably occurred aroimd 1931. 1n 1975 the sandstone trim was painted a steel gray, which is
peeling and has exposed the reddish brown of the stone. A concrete accessramp was added to
the west side of the building in 1995. Theinterior plan has not been altered and the only
significant modification istixeconversion of the west parlor into achapel i n1982.

House at 517 East Broadway

Thishouseisa three story brick structure with agranite foundation. A nunusual featureisthe
third story, which isrecessed from the plane of the wall to suggest amansard roof. The design
of athird story so that it resembles a mansard is adso suggested by two corbelled brick
cornices, one above the second story and asmaller one above the third story. The mainroof is
flat with a copper comice. On top of the roof toward to front of the houseis abrick basefor a
cupola that has been removed. The baseitself was aso stripped of comice and brackets. The
third floor windows have molded metal surrounds, but those on the first floors have sandstone

(continued)
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sills and lintelswith incised surroxmds, but those on the first and second floorshave sandstone
sillsand lintelswith incised omament. Thewindows are two over two double hung sash. On
the north elevationis athree story bay window flanked by the main entrance. Thisentrance is
the most ornate feature of the house. Granite stepswith molded treads |ead to double doors of
wal nut recessed behind paneled walls. Above the door isalarge sandstone lintel omamented
with incised and carved floral motifs.

Thewest side of the house joins the wood house on the |ot next door. The east elevationis
relatively plain with ajog toward the rear of thewall forming apartial bay window. A two
story brick ell extends from the rear (south) of the house. All of the rear elevations are
constructed of common brick.

Alterations

The only recorded alterations to the house are in 1924, when it was converted for three families,
and in 1936, when repairs were made following firedamage. The nature of the repairs are not
known, but the cupola may have been removed at that time.

House at 525 East Broadway

Thisisatwo story brick housewith a date covered mansard roof. The east elevation, which is
close to the house on the next lot, isnot omamented. On the north facade isthe main entiance
flarUced by a square two story bay window. All of the first and second floor windows on this
elevation have sandstonelintelswith cornices and drip moldings. Sandstone comice moldings
are also employed below the mansard roof, including a pediment over the bay window. All of
the sandstone has been painted with aheavy gray paint. Abovethe main entrance isacomice
supported on heavy stone brackets which are replacements dating from 1931. Atthat time the
four first story bay windows were replaced with metal casament windows. The remainder of
the windows i nthe house are wood, two over two double hxmg sash. Thisincludes the dormers,
which are acombination of full sized double hvmg sashwith pediments, and smaller unitsin
diminutive dormers.

The main entrance consists of wal nut double doors with wood and glasspanels set beneath a
largetransom light. An important surviving featureisthe granite curbing and steps, which
include cast iron fencing and hand-railing.

Thewest elevation, which isvisible from the street due to the church set-back, isrelatively
plain with brick walls and flat lintels. However, the mansard roof on this elevation continues
important decorative features found on the north facade. | naddition to acombination of large
and small dormers, there are two large chimneys. Both chimneys have brick paneling but only
the rear one retains itsoriginal corbelled caps. A third chimney, with aplain shaft, islocated
in the rear of the house.

Alterations

Except for the window and cornice alterations on the north facade, the only major exterior
changes are alterations to awindow and door on the west facade of the ell.

(END)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cathedral of St. George Historic District isan architecturally significant group of three
buildings built inthe period 1868-1873. The principal structureinthe district isa church which
is an outstanding example of High Victorian Gothic design prominently sited on East
Broadway, a major thoroughfare of South Boston. The two other structures, both houses, are
characteristic of upper middle classresidential architecture built during the most prosperous
period of development for this neighborhood of Boston. Thedistrict isalso significant for its
association with the Albanian commuruty in Boston. The congregation of the Cathedral of S
George, which owns all three buildings, has added religious artwork to the interior of the church
which represents significant artistic contributions made by the Albanian-American commuruty
in Boston. Thedistrict iseligiblefor listing in the National Register vmder criterion C, and imder
criteria consideration A.

Originally known as the Great Neck, South Boston originated as a peninsula that was a part of
the Town of Dorchester. Dorchester Stieet, which formsthe division between east and west
Broadway, was the originally cow path to the pastures on the Great Neck at the turn-of-the-
eighteenth century. Land speculators purchased large sections of the Great Neck i n anticipation
of Boston's continued populationgrowth. Thisled to the annexation of the peninsula by the
City of BostoninMarch, 1804. A bridge was constiucted from South Stieet i n Boston and the
first roadswere laid out. These stieetswere given numbers and letters for namesand laid out
in agrid pattem. Most of theinitial development occurred i nthe areawest of Dorchester
Street, but with a populationgrowth from 2,300 i n 1830 to over 13,000 in 1850, residential
constiuction spread to the eastern half of the peninsula where the proposed historicdistiict is
|ocated.

The Cathedral of St. George Historic District islocated i nthe center of ablock of East
Broadway between G and H streets. This section of East Broadway cuts across Mt.
Washington, one of the three hills of South Boston, and was a desirable location for building.
This sitewas originally the location of the Mt. Washington Female Institute, established in 1835.
Three years later, the Mt. Washington Hotel was constructed on the same side of East
Broadway near the comer of H Street. Although not successful as ahotel, thisbuilding was
shortly after acquired for the Perkins Institution for the Blind. East of H Street Broadway
continued downthe hill and past alarge parcel which inthe early nineteenth century was the
location of several public institutions, including the House of Industry and the House of
Reformation.

When many of the original residential neighborhoods inthe center of Boston gave way to
commercia development the constiuction of housing east of Dorchester Street accelerated. Both
sections of Broadway- east and west- were paved in 1850-53 and a horse-drawn street railway
was constiucted. Independence Square was created on the north side of East Broadway in
1854, at which time that section of road was aso extend through to the east end of the
peninsula. By 1870 South Bostonwas an economically thriving ward of Boston
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with many residents employed locally infoundries, factories, shipyards and glassworks. East

and West Broadway formed the principal thoroughfare with amixture of stores, churches and
homes.

The two housesinthe district at 517 and 525 East Broadway represent the large number of
middle classhomeshbuilt inthis area of South Boston just before and after the Civil War. The
building which had housed the Mt. Washington Female Institutewas demolished, opening up
that portionof the block west of the Perkins Institute for the Blind to housing development. The
house at Number 525 East Broadway was built by Bemard Jenney in 1868. Jenney was
president of the Jermey M anufacturing Company, a petroleum refining business. A family firm,
it was founded inBoston in 1812 for the manufacture of burning fluids. The businessbegan to
refine petioleum i n South Boston in 1861 when Bemard and his brother Francis took over the
company. By the early twentieth century Jenney ges statiorts were well known throughout New
England. The Jenney oil refinery in South Boston was located at the comer of E and West First
Streets. Bemard Jarmey lived at 525 East Broadway xmitil his death on September 22,1918.

The house at 517 East Broadway was also constructed around 1868. It was the residence of
George B. James, who was i nthe lumber business. The Jamesfamily was very prominentin
South Boston and heavily involved inlumber and real estate activities. For example, Benjamin
James, George's father, tiained as ajoiner and, as adeveloper, iscredited with having
constructed 123 housesin South Boston. Francis James, who lived nearby at 495 East
Broadway, tiained as amason before entering the real estatebusiness. George Jamesworked in
the lumber business at an early age and itis possible that he was involved in housing
development with Benjamin and Francis.

The Unitarian Congregation which constmcted the Cathedral of &t. George had itsoriginsin
1807 when John Hawes donated land for a church building. The Hawes Place Congregational
Society was incorporated in 1818, but they did not have a substantial church vmitil after the
death of John Hawes in 1829. Atthat time fundsfrom his estate paid for the construction of
the first Hawes Church on Fourth Street, which was completed in 1833. Eight years|ater a
theological dispute inthe congregation led to the formation of a second Unitarian church,
known as the Second Hawes Congregational Society.

In 1869 George Augustine Thayer became pastor of the newly formed church. For reasonsthat
are not clear, he shortly after became head of the older Hawes Place Congregational Society and
helped to raise fundsto constiuct anew building on East Broadway. Thiswas a prosperous
period in South Boston and the Unitarians were only one of several congregations to constiuct a
new church during the decade of the 1870s. Also built were the Dorchester Street M ethodi st
Episcopa Church (1870), St. Augustine Church (1871), the Broadway Universalist Society
(1872), &. Vincents Church (1874), Grace Episcopal Church (1875), the City Point M ethodist
Episcopal Church (1878), and the PhillipsChurch (1879).

(continued)
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Both Bemard Jenney and George James were Unitarians and active i nthe constmction of the
new church. Thelot for the church was owned by George James, who sold the property,
including his house, to the trustees of the Second Hawes Congressional Church in 1872. The
church voted that the Building Committee, which included both Jenney and Bemard James, be
authorized to dispose of that portion of the property not needed for achurch. Accordingly, the
James House at 517 East Broadway was sold in October, 1873, to Joseph B.Crosby. Crosby, a
carpenter by tiade, was the grandson of Sumner Crosby, amember of the Standing Committee
of the church. A conditionattached to the deed specified that, " ... no other than brick or
stone dwelling house shall be erected upon said premises, and said premises shall be usedfor
no other purpose, and said house shall be placed as far from the street as the adjoining house.”

This condition protected the church from futuredevelopment. The original house remained
standing, however, and was conveyed by Joseph Crosby to his father, William S Crosby, in
March, 1881. Croshy senior resided hereuntil 1890, when he sold the house to Henry J. Bowen,
who was also a prorrunent member of the church. Bowen had taken over his father's South
Boston real estatebusinessin 1882 and acquired this property for his ovm residence.

In addition to Bemard Jenney and George James, the Standing Committee for the new church
included Sunmer Crosby, HoseaH. Bowen (father of Henry Bowen, later owner of the house at
519), S.A.Wood, Charles H. Hersey, and Thomas Gagin. S.A.Woods was owner of the
S.A.Woods Machine Company, manufacturers of wood working machinery with aplant on
Dorchester Avenue. Charles Hersey owned another South Boston industry, the Hersey
Manufacturing Company, producers of steam engines. With so many prominent South Boston
businessmen involved inthe church itis not surprising that a major architectural landmark was
constructed. A Building Committee was formed chaired by Henry Souther and included John
C.Whiton, as well as Messrs. James, Jenney and Hersey. Groimd was broken inJuly, 1872, and
constiuction completed i n September, 1873. The finished church included a sanctuary, two
large parlors, and a Sunday School room. The fact that there were two parlors, both of which
could be opened up through to the shared hall, and alarge Simday School room on the second
floor, was noted i n newspaper accounts at the dedication. "Fromthe number and size of the
parlors which open into tiie gpaciousvestibule on either hand, one might imagine that the parish
intended to maintain an elegant mansion for the delight of the worshipers inits sanctuary.
Certain itisthat the good people of the Rev. Mr. Thayer's church have made ample
preparations for the cultivation of the social element intheir parish life; and their new and
beautiful temple will not only serve as a place of gatherings on Sundays, but as a pleasant home
for 'social gatherings.™

The architect chosen was Samud J.F.Thayer, who lived inahousenot far from the church at 170
Dorchester Stieet. Thayer was born in Boston in 1842, the son of Richard Thayer, an inventor,
and grew up in South Boston at 316 Fourth Street. Samuel tiained as an architect i nthe office
of J.D.Towlefrom 1858 until about 1861 when he formed his owned practice with George
Ropes. Thayer enlisted i nthe Fifth Regiment of Massachusetts I nfantry i n September, 1862, and
served until July 2,1863. Upon his retum to practice he worked on his own, except for abrief

(continued)
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partnership with A.C.Martin during the late 1860s I n 1867 Thayer was afounding member of
the Boston Society of Architects. According to an unpublished history of the society he was a
very active member, particularly as the chairman of the Committee on Inventions. Thissource
records that he was well-liked among the members and known for his practical innovations,
such as bottled Indiaink and lithographed reproduction of office drawings. During the 1870s
and early 1880s Thayer was one of the more prominent Boston architects. Later his career
declined, and he took his ownlifein 1893.

The decade of the 1870swhen Thayer lived i n South Boston was apparently a successful time
for the architect. Hiscommission for the Hawes Church was preceded by large high schoolsin
Charlestown and Somerville, and followed by the Brookline Town Hall and the City Hall in
Providence, Rhode Island. The latter was won inamajor public competitionin 1874. All of the
other documented churchesby Thayer pre-date the Hawes Church: the Winter Hill
Congregational ChurchinSomerville(with George Ropes, 1863), the Trinity Methodist Churchin
Charlestown (witii A.D.Martin, 1867), the South Boston Baptist Church (1867), the Church of
the Good Shepard in Boston (1868), St. John's Metiiodist Church in South Boston (1868), the
Clarendon Stieet Baptist Church in Boston (1869), and the Church of the New Jemsalemin

Y armouthport (1870). I|mportant later projects included the Stoughton Town Hall (1881),
Nevins Memorial Library in Methuen (1883), Wilson Hall at Dartmouth College (1885), and the
Tudor Apartments on Beacon Hill (1885).

Thayer's design for the Cathedral of St. George and the church inY armouthport are the only
documented examples of his ecclesiastic commissions which surviverelatively unaltered.
Moreover, the Y armouthport church isa small wood stiucture in asemi-rural setting and offers
little to compare to his urban work. Known as the Hawes Church, the Cathedral of St. George
was published both inthe Architectural Sketch-Book inMarch, 1874, and the American
Architect and Building News in November, 1877, two important architectural joumals a the
time. The design forthe Cathedral of St. George was unlikeany of the other ecclesiastical
designsby Thayer and i n someways his most distinctive. HisHawes Church design carefully
took advantage of the narrow | ot between two existing housesto maximize the exposurefrom
natural light. 1ncomparison to his other work, both the Clarendon Stieet Baptist Church and
. John's M ethodist Church by Thayer are inaconventional Gothic Revival style similar to
several other Boston churchesbuilt at that time. 1ncontrast, the principal elevation of the
Hawes Church displays a much more freely interpreted use of Venetian Gothic-inspired design
based upon the writing of the English art critic, John Ruskin. Thayer later made more frequent
use of the High Victorian Gothic style in several competition projects, such as the Randolph
Library, the High and Latin School Buildings, Smith College in Northampton, and the office
buUding the New Y ork Mutual Lifelnsurance Company in Boston.

The design for the Cathedral of St. George is also significant incomparison with the
contemporary work of other architects inBoston. Itisone of the earliest surviving examples in
Boston of the High Victorian Gothic style. The 1872 design was contemporary with major
examples by other architects, such as Harvard's Memorial Hall (1865-71, Ware & Van Brunt),

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Cathedral of St. George Historic District
Section number 8 Page 5 Bogton (Suffolk County), Massachusetts

the Masonic Temple (1867 Merrill Wheelock), the first Museum of Fine Arts (1870-1876, Sturgis
& Brigham), the Boston & Providence Railroad Station (1872-73, Peabody & Steams), the new
Old Soutii Church (1873-74 Cummings & Sears), and the YMCA on Boylston Stieet (1875,
William G. Preston). I naddition, therewere numerous major commercial buildingsdesigned in
the High Victorian Gothic style, although littie evidence of these structures survives in Boston.
Only the Old South Church among these other major landmarks of the style was aso an
ecclesastical building. Aswith Thayer's earlier work, most of the church buildings by other
architects erected at thistime were ineither a tiaditional English Gothic Revival style or a
Romanesque style.

George Augustine Thayer (who, as far as isknown, was no relation to the architect) remained
pastor of the church until 1882. In 1886 the two Unitarian churchesin South Boston merged,
and in 1839 the namewas changed to the Hawes Unitarian Congregational Church. Little
information isavailable on the remaining yearsthe church was occupied by aUnitarian
congregation. The population of South Boston continued to changewith the arrival of new
ethnic groups of different religiousdenominations, while the Unitarian congregation gradually
declined. During its final years, the congregation held servicesin one of the parlors. Asa
consequence of itsdwindling congregation, little remodeling was doneto the building until
recently. The only major changeto ttie building was the removal of the spire. No record of this
alteration survives except for a 1917 building permit which called for repairs to the spire, and a
1931 permit for repairs to the comice that blew off ina storm that may also have taken the

spire.

In 1913 the old Perkins Institute for the Blind was demolished for anew municipal building just
to the east of the historic district. By the 1920s, several housesin this block of East Broadway
had been partially converted for doctor's residences. Number 517 was altered for three families
and an officein 1924 by Dr. Charles Rothwell. A doctor's officewas added in the first floor of
number 525 as well, and itwas remodeled by Dr. V.M.Casper in 1931.

Among the many new ethnic groups to settle i n Boston during the early twentieth century were
Albanians. The largest migration period was between 1906 and 1930. The Albanian Orthodox
Church was established in Boston by Fan Noli in March, 1908, two weeks after he was
ordained apriest. Father, later Archbishop, Noli was an extiaordinary Renaissance man who,
in additionto hisreligiousactivities, graduated from Harvard cum laude in 1912, then retumed
to his native Albaniato participate i nthe founding of that nation and briefly serve as premier in
1924. Upon retuming to this country he took a Bachelor of Music a the New England
Conservatory of Music, followed by aPh.D. inhistory at Boston University.

The Albanian Orthodox Church did not have a permanent house of worship until 1922. Prior
to that, various sfructures were rented to hold services. A church building on Emerald Stieet
becametheir first permanent home 1922. That building isno longer standing. The Hawes
Church was purchased in 1949 as the new home of the Cathedral of St. George. |nacquiring the
old Unitarian church the Albanian congregation obtained abuilding whose omate Venetian
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Gothic style was artistically compatiblewith the Byzantine style artifactsthat were introduced
into the building. Inparticular, the ater screen, carved in 1912, provides an architecturally
harmonious visual termination at the south end of the sanctuary where there was originally a
modest pulpit. Thisscreen had been carved for use by the congregation inthe variouslofts
rented by the church. The church also acquired the house at 517 East Broadway in 1978, and
the house at 523 East Broadway in 1996. These two properties, which were built by important
early members of the Hawes congregation, are an important part of the history of the church
and itsoriginal design.

(END)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as parcds 2050, 2051 and 2052 on the
accompanying detail of the Boston Assessor's mgp of Ward 6. These properties are described in

dedsfiled with the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Books 18823. page 315, 6584, page 92, ad
1860, page 334. Thetotal areais 25, 200 squarefeet.

Boundary .Tugification

The boundary includes three contiguous parcds of land belonging to the Cathedra of St. George. It
includes two housss built about 1868 and a church constructed in 1872-73. All three properties are
fronting Eagt Broadway in South Boston.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Taken by Roger Reed, May, 1998
Negatives in possession of photographer

View of district from the NE (525 Eag Broadway - Cathedrd - 517 Eagt Broadway.)
Cathedra from the NW

517 Broadway from NW
Interior, Cathedral sanctuary
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This SLR makes atechnical anendment to the form. The Aress of Significanceinclude both
Architecture and History, but only Criterion C has been sdlected. Criterion A isadded to reflect
the Areas of Significance other than Architecture.

DISTRIBUTION: . Y
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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Department of the Interior
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Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed pleesefind the following nomination for:

Cathedrd of St. George Historic District, 517-525 Eagt Broadway, Boston (South
Boston) (Suffolk Co.),Massachusetts

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Local Government
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, National Regider Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Matthew Kiefer, Acting Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Roger Reed, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Maura Fitzpatrick Sklarz, Boston Landmarks Commission
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