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The district contains approximtely 56.75 acres of land with atotal of 66
contributing and 24 noncontributing buildings. There are also 1 contributing
site, 1contributing structure and 2 noncontributing structures.

| NDUSTR AL GOMALEX

The mill conplex of the former Roxbury Carpet Mills [//20] [Photos #1 & #2] i s
conprised of anintact group of nine masonry buildings. The older buildings
are in brick, the post 1920s buildings are brick andconcrete. The

bui [ dingswere erected after an 1883 fire destroyed anearlier conplex begun in
1823.  Building #7 [#2.7], the only building which survived the fire, was
reused.

Mill #1[#2.1] (photo. #1), erected in 1884, is alarge, one-story,
flat-roofed building of red brick with granite trim Built by WL Flint of
western Massachusetts, the 60,000 square foot structure dom nates the conplex
with itssymetrical facade, six raised-roof nonitors andthe twn corner
towers andcentral bell tower, which mark the conplex as a focal point of the
village. Thetowers are unified by their mansard roofs, corbeled cornicesand
decorative banding, with paneling andtarred bricks used as accents. D apered
slates andiron cresting remain onthe corner towers only, while the large
central tower, still containing a bell, has round-headed dorners.

Above the brick base, a frame superstructure features a continuous band of
tall, paired, 24 1ight wndows with multi-light transoms (nmany of the transons
are currently filled), anda cornice of vertical flushboard. Heavy brackets
support the shallow gabled roof. Gn the east andsouth elevations, large
round- headed w ndows punctuate the brick foundation. Appended toand
partially obscuring the nbrth elevation is a two-story brick office block with
concrete trimdesigned by MIton Koel b of Anderson and Nichols 1948 [#2. 1A].

Building #4 [#A 2.4] is the only other extant building constructed in 1884
Expanded i n 1912 and 1920, the utilitarian wood-framed structure, which forms
the southern portion of Building #5 [#2.5], is currently covered with a
variety of vinyl andasbestos siding.

Building #7 [#2.7], rebuilt ca. 1890, is an 1850hbrick mill building, the only
building to survive the fire of 1883,  The original one-and-a-half story gable
roof structure is detectable in the brick contrast line of the endwalls. The
first floor contains the original wide-plank floors and chanfered w de
foot-square posts. Segnental arched w ndows and dooi rways, sone containing ca.
1890 steel doors, a string course, granite foundations and stone faced sills
remain fromthe 1850building. |t was enlarged ca. 1890into a two-story
structure with shallow gable roof supported on heavy, unadorned brackets.

(continued)
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The Saxonville Fire Station [#36] [Photo #5], was built on Watson Pl ace
between 1890 and 1901. The flat-roofed, red brick. Hgh Victorian Eclectic
structure uses creambrick for the quoins, arched w ndow heads, keystones,
com ce and pier capitals. Three pairs of arch headed w ndows of the second
floor surmount the three enlarged engine doors. A crenelated hose drying
tower rises behind the station. Capped by a high hip roof on brackets, it is
enlivened by corbel ed panel s and arcaded round headed w ndows.

Stapl eton School [#52] was designed by Walter W Cook, Director of the
Architectural Department of the engineeringfirm of Lockwood, G een Gonpany.

It was built by local contractor, Prindville Q. in 1922 to replacea gramar
school on the site. The Neo-Federal style red brick building i stw stories
high with a flat roof. End pavilions flank a central portion, one articulated
with giant pilasters, contains semcircular lunettes with keystones placed
over three doors, the other containsa tall, round-headed stair w ndow
Concrete trim elements include pilaster capitals and urns placed on the

par apet .

RES DENTI AL BU LO NGS5

Mich of the domestic architecture which grew up around the Saxonville mill has
been altered. | n sone cases alterations occurred to more confortably
acconmodat e the occupants, i notherstoreflect changing architectura

styles. Mre recently, houses have been artificially sidedinan attenpt to
reduced maintenance. Thus, district boundaries were drawn to Include
buildings retaining their location, design, setting, setback and massing. A
hi gh proportion of the houses i nthe district either retain nuch of their
original design or were altered within the period of significance

M1l Ganed Housing:

VWrkers' housing built by m |l owners between 1823 and 1887 conprises over
hal f of the donestic structures i nthe district. Built on sites closest to
the mlls, the buildings are grouped on Central, Centennial, BEm Danforth and
Chestnut Streets.

13-15, 19-21 and 25-27 \ter Street [#s 33, 34 and 35], [Photo #6], ca.

1823- 1830 are perhaps the earliest group of workers housing. The sparsely
detailed six bay, center chimey cottages are one-and-a-half and
two-and-a-half stories high, with |ow pitched side-gableroofs. Side chimey
types, probably built slightly later but before 1832, at 11-13 Central Street
[#4], 14-16 B m Street [#49] and 18-20 Hm Street [#51] are two-and-a-hal f
stories highand six bays wide. Ells nay be original to the structures or
added later, as were Italianate style bay w ndows.

(continued)
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dam al |l at the sane location. Thelatter damwas Inproved i n 1886 and again
in 1979. Theremiijis of head races, tall races andother water power related
canals also likely survive fromthe earliest mlls to the present. Water
wheel and later turbine remains may al so be present. M|l related residential
housing nay al so survive within the district. Extant exanples fromthe 17th
and 18th centuries no longer survives through their archaeol ogical remains are
likely present near the mill sites along the mgjor transportation corridors
noted above. Many exanples from the 19th century still survive intact and
al so probably as archaeol ogi cal survivals. These buildings andsites range
fromsingle famly hones to nulti-famly housing, frequently mll owed and

apparently occupied according to one's position inthe mlls. Boarding houses
were al so present.

(end)
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Stone fam |y water privileges. Mj. Benjamn Weeler, Center hotel owier and
merchant, oversaw the construction of a canal, a dam[#7] with a fall of six
feet andthe first woolen mill of the Saxon Factory Gonpany. Wththe
establishment of this conplex, Saxonvil'le's identity asamill village was

| aunched.

The conpl ex produced a fine wool broadcloth of "Saxony" wool, for which both
conpany and village were naned. But the newenterprise had a sonewhat shaky
business start. 1 n 1825 atextile factory from Lowell joined the conpany.

In 1829 the first m |l burned andthe "remaining property, machines, thirteen
dwel I ings and twel ve acres were sold toanewy foirmed corporation i nJune,
1829".~ At this time, 246 mil| operatives were enployed.

New Engl and Worsted Go. 1837-1859

Because of uneven conpetition with heavily industrialized England, the renaned
Saxon Factory (onpany also failed. After the panic of 1837, it was
reorgani zed and purchased by t he New Engl and Wrsted . of Lowell. The
conpany noved it smachinery to Saxonville and began t he manufacture of carpet
yarns which was to continue for 136 years.

The success of the Saxonville mil| was closely identified with Mchael H
Sinpson.  Sinpson, one of the principle creditorsof thefailed mll, becanea
part owner and CGeneral Agent (Manager) of the Saxon Mill and New Engl and
Wrsted Go. A ship owner, inporter andanbitious investor, S npson found
himself owning amllion pounds of cheap Argentine burry wool, then
technically inpossible toclean. He purchased aninperfect wool cleaning
machine andinproved i t sosignificantly that he obtained a patent forit in
1835. He also invented the first wool conbing machine i nAmerica, a patent
for which he obtained i n1857.7 These two technol ogical innovations were

the basis of the Saxonville Mill's success andwere inportant i nthe

devel opnent of American wool manufacture. They also created a denandf or
Argentinean wool which influenced trade between the US and Argentina.

By 1837, themills produced 268,640 yards of cloth worth $311,800 and enpl oyed
105 mal es and 141 femal es. They manufactured wool carpets and bl ankets and
later began the first American production of wool bunting. An Anerican flag
of bunting manufactured i n Saxonville was presented by themill tothe
Capitol's Washi ngton Monunent i n 1848. 7

The opening of the Boston and Wrcester Railroad from Natick to Saxonvillein
1846 gave t he conpany quick access to goods and narkets. Two sidings ran
directly tothemll conplex, the depot was |ocated opposite the Anthenaem
across Concord Street.

(cont i nued)
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Roxbury Carpet (. 1919-1973

The new owners noved the entire Roxbury Carpet Qonpany productionto the
Saxonville site, conmpleting the consolidation of the carpet and yarn mi |l and
expanding the plant to nake roomfor the new |oons and machinery. Between
1919 and its demse i n 1973, Roxbury Carpet (. operated under four
ownerships, the longest and nost profitable of which was that of Jacob F
Brown and his associates (1927-1966). I n 1924 enpl oyees struck the mill
protesting unhealthy working conditions. The strike ended, but only after a
violent confrontation between workers and inported scabs as well as evictions
from conpany- owned housi ng.

Even after the conpany sold of f its housing, nany of the enpl oyees continued
to live in Saxonvilleand take part i nthe comunity. Village residents,
especially Protestants, continued to be buried i n Edwards Cemetery. The
school, post office and fire station testified to the centrality of the
village.

Echoing the earlier Civil VW profits and the post-war expansion, during Wrld
Vdr || the m || manufactured blankets for the Arny and cotton duck for the
Navy. Furnished with new capital, the m || added several new buildings and
was moderni zed i n 1948.

In 1973, when increased costs limted profits and changes i n fashion reduced
denand f or woven carpets, the Roxbury Carpet (. closed, ending continuous
textile manufacturing on the site for 150 years. Today the mill conplex i sin
use as an industrial park, with one retail establishment selling carpets.

As constructed.between 1823-1883, the mi |l conplex consisted of one to
four-story brick and frame mill buildings with gabled nonitor roofs and
exterior stair towers. A cupola containinga Revere bell topped Mill #1
[Photo #1], identifying them |l as the focal point of the village. Though
fires destroyed one of the earliest mlls in 1829 and another in 1865 the
conpl ex seens to have retained an early 19th century look: tall, narrow
proportions. Federal cupola, red brick structures with mnimal white frane
trim all surrounded by a surprisingly domestic picket fence. The pre-1870
mlls were set back from Central Street across a grassy yard used for drying
carpets. A canal at the bend i nthe river fed the breast wheels and, after
1846, the turbines. Rail tracks of the Saxonville Branch ran directly to the
Stock House, now Building #7, [2.7], built ca. 1850.

Qccupying the focal point of the Saxonvillemill district, the buildings of
the industrial conplex constructed after the fire are architecturally
significant for their brick construction, repeated fenestration, sinple

(continued)
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Wr.  They were probably responsible for the nicely detailed but nodest

houses, built for mechanics andlocal tradesmen |ike that of harness nmaker and
Liberty Square shop owner F. C Stearns at 77 B mStreet [#58]. They nay even
have constructed the |arger houses on H mand Central Streets. |t is not
known to what extent houses inthe district were built onorder or for

specul ati on.

Onng to the prosperity of the mlls andeasy railroadtransportation,
residential constructionrose rapidly between 1832 and 1850, accounting for
the high proportionof Geek Revival andltalianate domestic building. I n
general, domestic architecturein the Saxonville district tends to be
constructed i n frame, conservative intaste, nodest in execution and eclectic
in style.

Johnson Street which devel oped for private housing inthe 1840s, is a

catal ogue of md-century styles, with Federal, Qeek Revival and Italianate
exanpl es. 27 Johnson Street [#25], built before 1850, contains elenments of
all three styles. The5 bay, endgable house has high-place w ndows and a
bracketed roof-Iine.

An exanple of alocally significant Geek Revival house type i s 112 Central
Street [#21]. At |least two other houses i n Framngham al | one-and-a-half

stories high, have inset porches with four square pillars supporting living
space above.

An inportant house, nowdenolished, was MH S npson's on B mStreet opposite
the Stapleton School. Appearing onthe 1832 nap as "the Cottage", when it was
denmol i shed i n the 1940s the el aborately | andscaped. Stick style mansion had
grown to a huge size. |tsnansarded tower roof nay have set the patternfor
upper-class architecturealong Bl mand Central Streets. |tsextensive gardens
and greenhouses were razed andnothing remains onthe site of i ts forner
grandeur.

After 1890, few houses were built within the m Il district as both mddle and
upper class residents chose to live onthe hilltop east of the village center,
an area nade accessible by the Danforth Street Bridge (1890).

Saxonville's comrercial devel opment was closely tied to the prosperity of the
mll andthe growth of the residential neighborhoods around it. A sense of
19th century self sufficiency isstill evident inthe few remining stores on
MQGath Square. About 1880, the basically Geek Revival structures. 1-5
Central Street [#1] [Photo #3], was renodel ed with nmansard roof and ornate
trim  7-9 Central [#3], was built, andonthe east side, the Qid Fellows

Bl ock, (now denolished) and 3-5 [#45] and 7 El mStreets [#46] were built, the

(conti nued)
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Map
340
340
280
280

280
331
331
331
315
315
315
315
379

279
and

279
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L40
Mi0. 1
41

42
N 43
43.1
44

0 45
45.1
P 46
46. 1
47

Q48
U 49
50

51
52

670

672
671

668

SAXOM LLE H STAR C DO STR CT
FRAM NG-AM MSSACH BETTS

DATA SHET
Addr ess Historic Nane Date
1645 Concord Street ca. 1971
gar age 1969
41 Danforth Street ca. 1832-1840
17 Danforth Street ca. 1860-1871
2 Stone's Court ca. 1870s
gar age ca. 1935
11-13 Chestnut St. ca. 1823-1832
1-35 Hm St ca. 1877
gar age ca. 1935
7HmMSt. ca. 1880
7HBHmMSt. BC ca. 1823-1831
8HEH mMSt. ca. 1823
9-11 Hm St. Edwar ds Chapel 1871
14-16 BB m St. ca. 1823-1830
1S5H m St. Sax. Meth. ca. 1879-1880

Church

18-20 H m St . ca. 1823-1830
43 H m St. Stapl et on 1922

School

Style
Cont enp. Conmreri cal

@ eek Revival

Gothic Revival
Mansar d

util.

Qeek Rev.
Second Enpire
util.

Second Enpire
Feder al

Geor gi an
Gothic Revival
Federal /Italianate

Got hic Revi val

Fed./Ital.
Neo- Feder al

Status
NC
NC

0880080800800

0O 0O

Page 4 of 6

Resource M Bl ock Lot

B
B

U T T T T W W W@ W W® W @™ @

W

290 179 36A
290 179 36

290 179 40 and
290 179 40A

290 178 49
290 179 37
290 179 37
290 179 34
290 179 27

290 179 35

315 1 15
290 179 29
315 1 16

290 180 31 and
36

315 1 16A

291 180
1-24-23-22



53

53.1

R 54

55

56

56.1

S57

58

59

60

61

62

63

V 64

W65

X 66

67
68

667

666

Addr ess

60 Elm St.

barn

60R El m

61 Elm Street

71 Elm St.

garage

74 A B C El mStreet
77 Elm Street

78 Elm St .

82 Elm Street
87 Elm Street
88 EIm Street
95 Elm Street
98 EIm Street
98 Rear El mStreet
103 El mStreet
109 El mStreet

110 El mStreet

SAXOM LLEH STARC D STR CT
FRAM NG-AV] MSSACH EETTS

Historic Nanme

DATA SHET

Dat e

ca. 1805-1823
ca. 1840

ca. 1936

ca. 1896-1907
ca. 1883-1894
ca. 1935

1979

ca. 1832-1849

ca. 1880/1907

ca. 1840/ 1880
ca. 1805-1823
ca. 1839-1849
ca. 1870-1881
1976

1976

ca. 1873-1894
ca. 1845-1850

ca. 1840-1850

Style

Ceor gi an
Italianate

cont enp.

Col oni al Rev.
Stick/ Queen Anne
util,

Neo- Col oni al
Geek Rev./ltal.

Col . Rev./Craftsman

Mansar d
Georgian/ltal.
Ital./Queen Anne
Queen Anne

Cont enp.

Cont enp.
Italianate Villa
Italianate

[talianate

St at us

OO%OOO%OO

o 0 % % 6 o o o 0

Resour ce
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m W W
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Map Bl ock Lot
315 1 17A
315 1 17A
291 182 3

291 182 4

315 1 74A
291 182 5

316 2 18A,
316 2 18

316 2 19

291 182 8
316 2 20

291 182 9
316 2 21C
316 2 21B
291 182 10

291 182 11
316 2 2U



SAXONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT
FEIAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

DATA SHEET
Page 6 of 6
# MH3#  Address Historic Nane Date Style Status Resource M Bl ock Lot
69 114 B m Street ca. 1917 Arts and Crafts C B 316 2 21
Y 70 115 H m Street 1982 Cont enp. NC B 292 183 0889
71 664 125 H nbtreet ca. 1840 QG eek Revival C B 292 183 7
Z 72 665 Edwards Street Edward Church 1827 Neo- Col oni al NC B 291 182 6
73 Edwar ds Street Edwar ds 1838/ 1865, C Sl 291 182/292
Cenetery present 183/ 301 208 798
73.1 912 Receiving Tontb ca. 1880 Granite Style C B
TOAL RESORES
66 Contributing Buildings 24 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Contributing Structures 2 Noncontributing Structures

1 Contributing Site
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI' S Reference Nunber: 92000992 Date Listed: 08/20/92
Saxonville Historic District M ddl esex NA
Property Neune Count y State
N A

Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted inthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nom nation docvimentation subject to
t he foll owi ng exceptions, excl usions, or amendnent s,
notwi thstanding the National Park Servicecertification includedin
the nom nation docunentati on.

i gnatr~/ bf t he Keeper” Date of 'Action
Anended Itens i nNom nation:

8 Statement of Significance: Criteria Considerations

Criteria exeptionDdoes not apply because the significance of the
included cemetery i s not of a degree t owarrantit .

This information was confirmed with Doug Kelleher, M3HQ by
t el ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON: . .
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGQ STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Saxonville Historic District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & CAUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 7/ 06/ 92 DATE OG- PENDI NG LI ST: 7121/ 92
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 8/ 06/ 92 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 8/ 20/ 92
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 92000992

NOM NATOR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRGBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

"ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

O/\
RECOM / CRTT

REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/N see attachedCSLRY/ i



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current

DESCRI PTI ON
.architectural <classification

.materials
.descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE

Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below ",
Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in oneparagraph) LN
sunmary paragraph ,®
conpl et eness
clarity
applicable criteria
justification of areas checked Vv'
relating significance t othe resource
cont ext
relationship of integrity t osignificance
justification of exception
Bl Bb{ EXGRAPHY

CECXRAPH CAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYI NG DOCUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS maps phot ographs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directedt o
Phone

Si gned Dat e






































































































NAUONAL
REGJSTEB

June 29, 1992

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

PO Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation form

Saxonville Historic District, Framngham (M ddlesex County), Massachusetts,
01701.

There has been one owner objectionfor theabove nomnation (seeenclosed).

The nom nation was voted eligible bytheState Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Onaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t o comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure

cc: Stephen Herring, Chairman, Fram nghamHi storical Conm ssion
Hel i Meltsner, Planner, Fram ngham Pl anning Depart ment
Philip B Ernst, Chairman, Fram ngham Board of Sel ectnen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary









