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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Winchester Square Historic D i s t r i c t i s located at the intersection of State Street 
and Wilbraham Road. I t l i e s several miles east of Springfield's downtown and j u s t 
southeast of the McKnight His t o r i c D i s t r i c t (NR). The T-shaped area i s an i n d u s t r i a l 
complex which developed around the tracks of the Springfield and New London Railroad 
during the l a t e nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. I t i s characterized by brick 
buildings ranging i n height from one to six s t o r i e s . Most are of simple i n d u s t r i a l 
design and r i s e d i r e c t l y from the sidewalks without setback. 

Armory Station (5) was constructed i n 1875. I t i s a rectangular, single story brick 
structure which has been p a r t i a l l y painted red. I t has a low gabled roof with over­
hanging eaves supported by large wooden brackets. A bargeboard decorates the north 
gable end fr o n t i n g on Wilbraham Road. The east elevation which faces the ra i l r o a d 
tracks, has two four-panel doors that open onto a wooden platform. There are also two 
two-panel doors -and oiie window with a rough "brownstone s i l l and a segmental arch on 
th i s elevation. The west e'levatioh has three foiir-pariel doors and^drie one-panel door 
as w e l l as two windows which have the same treatment as those of the east elevation. ' 
The north elevation has an oculus i n the gable and a t r i p a r t i t e window on the ground 
f l o o r . 

Winchester Square Fire Station (2) was b u i l t i n 1886 and extensively remodeled i n 
1915. I t i s a three story brick building with a f l a t roof p a r t i a l l y masked by widely 
spaced crennelations ( t h i s replaced a dormered hip r o o f ) . Copper flashing i s used as 
a decorative as w e l l as a protective device at the r o o f l i n e and extends down, i n inver­
ted cross shapes, to the piers which divide the bays of the north and south elevations. 
The facade, which faces west on Eastern Avenue, has a conventional door i n i t s center 
which i s flanked by two overhead doors. The second ertory fenestration consists of 
paired windows with 2/2 double hung sash set between brownstone s i l l s and segmental 
arches of alterna1:ing red" arid black b r i c k . Their s i l l s are linked by te r r a cotta t i l e s 
bordered with black.brick, while the arches are connected by diagonally l a i d bricks 
outlined by black b r i c k banding. The second and t h i r d stories are Se^arate'd by two 
bands of decorative brickwork. The t h i r d story windows are similar t o those below but 
have brownstone l i n t e l s rather than segmental arches. The wa l l Us corbelled several 
feet below the f o o f l i n e . Hie north and south elevations are i d e n t i c a l , and are treated 
i n much the same fashion as the facade. F i r s t and second story windows have brownstone 
l i n t e l s and polychromatic segmental arches connected by diagonally l a i d brick bordered 
by black brick banding w i t h bevelled b r i c k outlined i n the piers. Hie same type of 
decorative brickwork connects the s i l l s w ith t e r r a cotta t i l e s being used on the piers. 
A decorative brick bank divides the Second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . The windows of the t h i r d 
story have brownstone l i n t e l s and the w a l l i s corbelled above them ad on the facade. 

Knox Automobile Co. Building was b u i l t i n three stages: 1891 ( 4 ) , 1903 (4A), 1910 (4B). 
The o r i g i n a l section was of two story height with a f l a t roof. I t was extended i n 1903 
and two additional f l o o r s were added. F i n a l l y a six story section was erected at the 
southern end. Tlie b u i l d i n g i s now eighty-five bays i n length and of u t i l i t a r i a n construc­
t i o n . Each bay of the o r i g i n a l section i s divided by a deep pier and the f i r s t two 
stories are divided from the \ipper two by' a projecting band. - " 

The Indian Motorcycle Co. Plant (la-e and 3,3a) occupies the triangular l o t bounded by 
the Fir e s t a t i o n on the west. State Street on the north, Rutland Street on the east and 
Wilbraham Road on the south. The old iSprincrfield and New London (now New England) 
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Railroad tracks run through the center of the bui l d i n g . As the building i s actually a 
complex of long, narrow brick buildings with a hollow triangular core and i t has a 
rather complex structure, i t s major components w i l l be discussed separately. 

The Springfield I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e Building (#1) was b u i l t i n 1895 (the i n s t i ­
tute was f i r s t housed i n the Bullard Arms Factory, #3). A conforming addition was 
made to i t i n 1909 (# l a ) , at a cost of $45,000, a f t e r i t became part of the Indian 
Motorcycle Company, This four story brick building has brownstone t r i m and a f l a t roof 
screened by a crenellated parapet. The eleven bay north elevation, which faces State 
Street, i s the most v i s u a l l y prominent and the most elaborate. I t s length i s broken by 
three projecting bays, one at each corner and one i n the center; the easternmost bay i s 
six stories i n height. The building i s distinguished c h i e f l y by the fenestration of the 
t h i r d and fourth s t o r i e s . Pilasters r i s e from a continuous t h i r d story s i l l to support 
round arches with molded terracotta archivolts at the fourth story. Oculi are located 
i n the spandrels. This fenestration pattern i s continued on the west elevation i n a 
more restrained manner. Building l b was added i n 1910 at a cost of $100,000. While i t s 
east elevation matches that of building 1, i t s south elevation i s treated i n a simpler 
manner, more t y p i c a l of i n d u s t r i a l structures. The crenelated r o o f l i n e i s continued, 
but here piers r i s e the f u l l height of the building to terminate i n segmental arches 
and heighten the impression of v e r t i c a l i t y . 

The complex of buildings east of the rail r o a d tracks (lc,ld,le,3,3a) continue the 
design features of building l b . They are f i v e story brick structures with f l a t roofs 
masked by crenellations which are actually extensions of the piers which divide the 
narrow bays. The segmentally arched window openings have brownstone s i l l s and most 
contain 8/8 double hung sash. Seven story towers define the east and west corners of 
Id. The Bullard Arms building (#3) was b u i l t i n 1883 and i s the oldest i n t h i s group. 
I t was o r i g i n a l l y three stories i n height w i t h a four story square tower at i t s eastern 
end. The building was extended i n 1896 (3a) and again i n 1911 (Ic) when two stories 
were added at a cost of $84,000. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Winchester Square Historic D i s t r i c t retains i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , design, location, 
materials, workmanship and feeling and i s of h i s t o r i c a l significance both nationally and 
lo c a l l y f o r i t s associations with developments w i t h i n the f i e l d s of education, industry, 
and transportation. The Springfield I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e (1) and l a t e r the Mechanic 
Arts High School (1) provided unique technical education oppprturiities; the Knox Auto 
Company (4) ma.nufactured motor driven f i r e apparatus, among other things, which resulted 
i n Springfield's having the lowest f i r e loss i n the state i n 1909.;- the Hendee Majjiufac-
t u r i n g Company (renamed Indian Motocycle Company i n 1923) (1 and 3) was the f i r s t to 
manufacture gasoline engine motorcycles on a commercial scale i n the United States. The 
d i s t r i c t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as the largest extant group of turn-of-the-century indus­
t r i a l structures i n the c i t y . 

Before 1870, the land to the east of Winchester Square was sandy and sparsely populated. 
The City of Springfield appropriated funds i n 1875 to construct the Springfield and 
New London Railroad tracks from the downtown depot through the Winchester Square section 
to the Connecticut border. The r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , then called the Armory H i l l Station (5), 
was erected at t h i s time, and was used as,a passenger station.and freigh,t depot. The 
location of these tracks i n t h i s area resulted p r i m a r i l y from the e f f o r t s of W i l l i s 
Phelps. Phelps was a controversial but prominent,local figure who was one of the 
leading regional r a i l r o a d constructors i n the mid-nineteenth century. The rail r o a d had 
a s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on the development of the area, as several small industries began 
to locate along the path of the tracks. The extension of the horse t r o l l e y i n the 
early 1870's furthered expansion i n the d i s t r i c t . Both developments stimulated i n d u s t r i a l 
and r e s i d e n t i a l expansion i n the area. 

The Winchester Square Fire Station (2) was constructed i n 1886 i n response to the demands 
for f i r e protection which emanated from the growing community. The sta t i o n was among 
the f i r s t of the c i t y ' s f i r e companies to be equipped with motor-driven apparatus, which 
was manufactured by the Knox Auto Company (4)(located southeast of the f i r e s t a t i o n ) . 
The usage of motorized equipment resulted i n Springfield's having the lowest f i r e loss 
i n the state i n 1909, which led other departments i n the state to replace t h e i r horse-
driven apparatus. 

The o r i g i n a l Winchester Square Fire Station (2) was constructed at'a cost of $16,000 
with an additional expenditure of $900.00 for the b e l l , yoke, and frame for the central 
b e l l tower which was integrated i n t o the main facade. I t i s a bric k building with three 
stories, designed by lo c a l architect W. H. Buxton^ The.bup.lder was Patrick Beston, a 
local mason whose d i s t i n c t i v e decorative brickwork makes t h i s structure a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
interesting. Extensive renovations costing $32,000.00 were made i n 1915. Exterior 
alterations included removing the b e l l tower and converting the dormered hipped roof i n t o 
a f l a t roof with crenel?.ated .parapet. ,A promi,]rient l o c a l a r c h i t e c t , B. Hammett Seabury, 
was responsible f o r the remodeling. Both independently and i n partnership with 
F. R. Richmond, another Springfield a r c h i t e c t , Seabury designed some of the c i t y ' s 
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f i n e s t public buildings. Most notable are several schools and f i r e stations ( s t i l l 
standing) erected between the 1880's and the early years of the present century. 

One of the f i r s t industries to establish i t s e l f i n the area was the Bullard Repeating 
Arms Company (3), which manufactured r i f l e s . I t s brick plant was erected i n 1883 east 
of the railroad tracks between Boston Road and Wilbraham Road. The founder was 
James Bullard, whose many patented inventions included parts for firearms, sewing 
machines, and devices f o r generating heat with petroleum f o r metallurgical processes. 
Before the invention of the gasoline automobile, Bullard b u i l t a steam-operated vehicle 
which was patented i n 1887. He b u i l t only one vehicle which he drove to work d a i l y . 
Automotive engineers i n l a t e r decades claimed that Bullard's vehicle had a l l the compo­
nents necessary to make an automobile operate e f f i c i e n t l y . 

Shortly a f t e r the Bullard Arms Company ceased i t s operations, the building was 
acquired by a private educational i n s t i t u t i o n l a t e r known as the Springfield I n d u s t r i a l 
I n s t i t u t e . When the I n s t i t u t e moved to Building #1 i n 1895, the factory was leased to 
the Elektron Company, a f i r m that manufactured elevators and e l e c t r i c motors and also 
trained students as machinists under an apprenticeship program sponsored by the 
I n s t i t u t e . A three story addition was added at the eastern end of the factory i n 1896 (3a) 

The Springfield I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e (1) was unique i n New England. I n addition to a 
curriculum which combined various levels of technical t r a i n i n g with scholastic education, 
the students produced marketable goods as part of t h e i r apprenticeship. The school b u i l d ­
ing was constructed i n 1895 and a f t e r the I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e was discontinued, the 
building was leased to the c i t y i n 1898 for usage as the Mechanic Arts High School. 
Besides being the f i r s t f u l l - t i m e public technical school, the Mechanic Arts School had 
a nationally acclaimed d i v i s i o n called the Evening School of Trades. This was the 
f i r s t of i t s kind i n the United States, a forerunner of Adult Continuing Education. 
The program, administered at public expense, was designed to afford people already 
employed i n various mechanical occupations an opportunity to acquire further t r a i n i n g 
and knowledge i n order to obtain a higher c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n t h e i r trades. The Mechanic 
Arts High School eventually expanded and new f a c i l i t i e s were constructed elsewhere i n 
1905, at which time the Hendee Manufacturing Company relocated at the s i t e . 

The I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e was designed by Francis R. Richmond, a l o c a l architect who 
designed many i n d u s t r i a l , commercial and public buildings i n Springfield. Richmond had 
been trained i n the o f f i c e of E.C. Gardner, one of the area's most i n f l u e n t i a l architects. 
Other local buildings which he designed include the Tapley School (NR - McNight Historic 
D i s t r i c t ) , the North Main Street F i r e s t a t i o n and the Homestead and Winthrop buildings. 

The Hendee Manufacturing Company (renamed Indian Motocycle Company i n 1923) was organized 
i n 1901 and maintained i t s operations i n Springfield u n t i l the early 1950's. At i t s 
peak, i t employed over 3,000 people. I t holds a prominent positi o n i n the f i e l d of 
transportation, being the f i r s t company to manufacture gasoline engine motorcycles on a 
commercial scale i n the United States. The vehicle was named "Indian Motocycle" as i t 
was the pioneer motorcycle i n the U.S., and the " r " i n "motorcycle" was o f f i c i a l l y 
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omitted so as to individualize the company's trademark. One of the e a r l i e s t models i s 
exhibited i n the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t e i n Washington, D.C. 

Hendee o r i g i n a l l y rented the Springfield I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e b uilding (1) from 1905-1908 
at which time he began to acquire property at Winchester Square. By 1914 the Hendee 
Company was the largest producer of motorcycles i n the world and i t s physical plant had 
expanded to include the entire triangular t r a c t bounded by State Street, Wilbraham Road 
and Rutland Avenue. At that time i t consisted of eleven acres of f l o o r space on three 
acres of land and had cost $329,000 to construct. 

Throughout i t s h i s t o r y , and p a r t i c u l a r l y during the early 1900's, various models of the 
Indian Motocycle won prizes and awards for construction, design, speed and endurance. 
In 1902, the f i r s t motorcycle race i n the country was won on an Indian motocycle by 
George Hendee, company president and a U.S. champion amateur bicycle racer i n the 
1880's. Carl Hedstrom, vice president and designer of the motocycle, was the recipient 
of a s i l v e r medal (the highest award) for his achievement as an inventor at the 
St. Louis World's Fair i n 1904. I n addition, Indian motocycles surpassed a host of 
competitors i n international races and endurance contests, one of the most prestigious 
having been held i n Russia i n 1925. 

Shortly a f t e r moving to Winchester Square, the Hendee Company began production of i t s 
twin cylinder model. This model was purchased by the New York City Police Department, 
which set a precedent by organizing motorcycle squads as a means of p a t r o l l i n g c i t y 
streets. I n l a t e r decades, police organizations accounted for 20% of the company's 
sales, servicing 38 state police groups and over 2,000 town, c i t y and county departments. 
By 1913, Hendee Manufacturing Co. was the largest and most reputable manufacturer of 
motorcycles both i n t h i s country and abroad. I n recognition of t h i s , the federal 
government apportioned the company's output during World War I . Approximately 41,000 
(over 60%) of the motorcycles used by the A l l i e s were Indian models. 

The Hendee Company's domestic business declined considerably during World War I , f or the 
government contracts precluded an adequate supply of motorcycles going to r e t a i l d i s ­
t r i b u t o r s . The company gradually recaptured both domestic and foreign markets and 
survived throughout most of the Depression years. Motorcycles provided an economical 
mode of transportation, w i t h r e l a t i v e l y low costs f o r procurement and maintenance. 
The company also expanded i t s l i n e of products by using i t s air-cooled motor. The 
fi r m had experimented w i t h aeroplane motors as early as 1910 when an employee designed 
a biplane with fuselage. 

The Indian Motocycle Company closed i t s Winchester Square f a c i l i t y i n 1948, maintaining 
an a u x i l i a r y plant elsewhere u n t i l 1953. Aggressive competition from Harley-Davidson and 
l i g h t weight foreign motorcycles was the primary cause for i t s decline, and the popu­
l a r i t y of mass-produced automobiles had a detrimental e f f e c t . Various sections of the 
plant were then leased to small commercial firms. A new company. King's Department Store, 
rented the I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e b uilding (1 and l a ) . Tlie f i r m opened , i n Springfield, 



Form No 10-300a 
(Hev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

[FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED MAR 1 2 ^^'^^ 
MAY i 0 i9r9 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 4 

the f i r s t of what developed i n t o a nationwide chain of self-service, f u l l - l i n e discount 
department stores. 

The Knox Automobile Company, (4), located d i r e c t l y south of the Indian Motocycle complex, 
was a leading manufacturer of gasoline engine vehicles during the f i r s t two decades of 
t h i s century, i t was incorporated i n 1900, and several of the o f f i c e r s and stockholders 
were involved with the I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e . The designers of the automobile, Harry Knox 
and Herman Farr, were graduates of the I n s t i t u t e . 

Harry Knox designed several experimental motors during the late 1890's. He was associated 
with Knox Auto Co. u n t i l 1904, during which time commercial delivery vehicles and plea­
sure cars were manufactured. Both vehicles were o r i g i n a l l y three-wheeled and single-
cylindered, but were perfected i n t o four-wheeled, four-cylindered vehicles before Knox 
l e f t to form a separate corporation. By 1905 the Knox Company was reputedly the largest 
manufacturer of gasoline engine automobiles i n the country. Harry Knox l a t e r became the 
Chief Automotive Engineer f o r the U.S. Army Ordinance Division. 

From 1903 to 1910, the Automobile Club of America sponsored various competitions i n which 
major producers entered t h e i r vehicles. The Knox automobile had an impressive record, 
winning f i r s t prize i n a 1903 commercial vehicle race and at t a i n i n g a perfect score i n 
the 1906 Glidden Tour, which was a three-week, 2,000 mile run over corduroy roads from 
Buffalo to Maine via Canada. At the f i r s t "Indianapolis 500" auto race held i n 1911, 
a Knox car won the prize f o r having run the fastest lap at 92 m.p.h. 

The company made several advances i n automotive transportation. The f i r s t four-door 
sedan model i n the nation was a Knox model. I n 1906, the f i r m introduced i t s f i r s t piece 
of motor-driven f i r e apparatus. Within a few years, Springfield became the f i r s t c i t y i n 
the country to have an e n t i r e l y motorized f i r e department. Other municipalities began 
to purchase motorized equipment, and the Knox Company expanded i t s f a c i l i t i e s to accommo­
date i t s growing domestic and international business, which included exports to Central 
and South America. I n 1910, Charles Martin, a company employee, designed a motor-driven 
tractor f o r hauling heavy-duty vehicles, which was l a t e r patented. Within a few years, 
tractors accounted fo r a large percentage of the company's sales. During World War I , 
tractor shipments were made to European countries, and the f i r m had a substantial 
stibcontract with Bethlehem Steel Company. Their six-ton commercial truck was also 
much-acclaimed, and the Knox Co. i s credited with developing the concept of the modern 
t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r truck. 

The Knox Motor Company (renamed i n 1914) maintained f u l l manufacturing operations i n 
Springfield u n t i l 1919, and continued to manufacture automotive parts u n t i l 1928. The 
company produced only custom-built vehicles, and i t s decline i s at t r i b u t e d to the 
inception of the assembly l i n e i n plants elsewhere. The prestigious Rolls Royce Company 
(American branch) leased part of the f a c i l i t i e s as an a u x i l i a r y plant during the 1920's. 
I t located i n Springfield because of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of highly s k i l l e d machinists arx3 
the fact that the c i t y was r e l a t i v e l y unaffected by labor-management c o n f l i c t s . In 
1928, the factory was acquired by the Milton Bradley Company, renowned lithographic 
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designers who manufactured educational materials and parlor games. I t i s currently being 
used as an i n d u s t r i a l warehouse. 

Springfield's economic prosperity at the turn of the century was largely a t t r i b u t a b l e to 
i t s d i v e r s i f i e d automotive industries. The Duryea brothers designed and manufactured 
the nation's f i r s t gasoline engine automobile i n the early 1890's. Within a decade, the 
companies located at Winchester Square began the production of vehicles which were also 
" f i r s t s " i n the f i e l d of transportation. Both the Indian Motocycle and the Knox Motor 
Company's commercial trucks and motorized f i r e equipment received international acclaim, 
thereby enhancing Springfield's reputation as an automotive manufacturing center. 

Building # Name Architect Date 

1 
la 

Ic 
Id 
le 
2 
33 
3a 
4 
4a 

I n d u s t r i a l I n s t i t u t e 
Indian Motocycle 

Francis R. Richmond 

Fire Station 
Bullard Arms Company 

II I I I I 

Knox Auto Company 
I I I I I I 

II I I I I 

Armory Station 

W. H. Buxton/B. H. Seabury 

1895 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 

1886/1915 
1883 
1896 
1891 
1903 
1910 
1875 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

southerly approximately 90 feet to the northerly street l i n e of Wilbraham Road? thence 
easterly approximately 350 feet; thence southerly approximately 250 feet along the 
easterly street line of Colton Avenue; thence easterly approximately 152 feet running 
p a r a l l e l to the southerly street l i n e of Wilbraham Road to the west property line of #53 
Wilbraham Road; thence southerly approximately 423 feet along the rear property line of 
lots #42 and #54 Waltham Avenue; thence westerly approximately 68 feet; thence northerly 
approximately 17 feet; thence westerly approximately 50 feet to the westerly street line 
of Waltham Avenue; thence northerly approximately 652 feet to a point i n the northerly 
l i n e of Wilbraham Road; thence westerly approximately 200 feet to the westerly street 
line of Rutland Avenue; thence northerly approximately 270 feet to the point of begin­
ning. 

Please also refer to the boundary drawn on the attached map preparred by the Springfield 
City Planning Department. 



EXHIBIT (A) 

CHRONOLOGY ON INDIAN MOTOCYCLE 
BUILDING NOMINATION 

TO NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 
PLACES 

March 1978 Nominated by the Winchester Community 
Development Council (submitted t o 
the S p r i n g f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Commission) 

S p r i n g f i e l d Redevelopment A u t h o r i t y 
announces o p p o s i t i o n t o h i s t o r i c 
p r e s e r v a t i o n p l a n . 

Mayor Theodore Dimauro says plan t o 
l o c a t e housing i n the b u i l d i n g i s 
" u n r e a l i s t i c " 

A p r i l 1978 Mayor gives owner a deadline of 
A p r i l 28, 1978 t o begin work of 
meeting s a f e t y code on b u i l d i n g and 
paying back taxes. 

May 1978 Greater S p r i n g f i e l d Council of Churches 
Urban M i n i s t r y d i v i s i o n urges the 
b u i l d i n g be demolished f o r s a f e t y of 
c h i l d r e n . 

C i t y announces plan t o study f e a s i b i l i t y 
o f reuse of the b u i l d i n g . 

June 1978 A second community group c a l l s f o r 
reuse of the b u i l d i n g . 

Owner hel d i n contempt of co u r t f o r not 
ma i n t a i n i n g the b u i l d i n g . S u i t brought 
by the c i t y on behalf o f the F i r e 
Department (6/28/78) - . r . 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission : <.v.'.'" -
n o t i f i e s owner about the nomination 
of the b u i l d i n g by the Winchester 
Community Development Council. 

J u l y 1978 Court d e c i s i o n : contempt c i t a t i o n 
dismissed, c o u r t recommends b u i l d i n g 
be taken f o r taxes and razed, 
by Judge Robert Moran, Superior Court 

' of Hampden County (7/7/78). 

S p r i n g f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Commission votes 
3-1 t h a t a c t i v i t i e s which took place 
on the l o c a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g have h i s ­
t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e but the b u i l d i n g i t s e l f 
has no m e r i t . 



September 1978 

$14,000 CDBG used by c i t y t o board 
the b u i l d i n g up f o r s a f e t y reasons. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
review board meets on the nomination. 

November 197 8 Consultant Minot, DuBois and Maddision 
of Boston selected t o study f e a s i b i l i t y 
and a l t e r n a t i v e means of b u i l d i n g reuse, 
T o t a l cost estimated a t $11,500 t o 
$15,000. 

C i t y says f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s exclude 
the use o f the b u i l d i n g f o r housing. 

H i l t o n Abbott, f a c u l t y member at STCC, 
c a l l s community meeting t o discuss the 
reuse of the b u i l d i n g . 

Study now budgeted f o r $18,000 

C i t y says d e m o l i t i o n proceedings have 
begun, expected t o take several months 
because of H i s t o r i c S i t e nomination. 

December 1978 

May 1979 

June 1979 

Prof. Abbott "depressed" when only 
e i g h t people show up a t h i s meeting. 
He says h e ' l l give up i f no more support 
comes f o r t h w i t h i n two weeks. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
recommends l i s t i n g the b u i l d i n g on 
the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places (5/10/79). 

B u i l d i n g accepted and entered on N a t i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places (5/23/79). 

B u i l d i n g apparently torched, preceded 
by a f a l s e alarm drawing f i r e equipment 
from the f i r e s t a t i o n next-door away 
from the s t a t i o n . (6/2/79) 

Mayor orders i n s p e c t i o n of b u i l d i n g f o r 
s t r u c t u r a l damage (6/4/79) 

Mayor t o l d b u i l d i n g may stand, i t 
w i l l be boarded up again. 

One member of Winchester Community 
Development Council s a i d , " I hope 
Winchester Square uses a l l o f i t s 
resources t o f i n d out i f i t was arson 
f o r fun or arson f o r h i r e . " 



S p r i n g f i e l d P r e s e r v a t i o n Trust i n an 
open l e t t e r , c a l l s f o r r e s t o r a t i o n of 
the b u i l d i n g and securing i t f o r s a f e t y 
reasons. (6/12/79) 

L e t t e r t o the E d i t o r c a l l i n g f o r 
removal of the b u i l d i n g i n order t o 
generate jobs by a t t r a c t i n g developers. 
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PROPOSED NATIO:vAL PvEGISTER NQMI NATION  
NOTIFICATION TO OUls'ER 

miE: June 30, 197S 

TO: Martha M. Cole 

ADDRESS: 746 Arden Road, Jenkintoim, Penn. 

FRai: MASSAQ-IUSETTS HISTORIDVL COM •̂IISSION 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY: 

AUG ]S78 

^ASS. HfS>. COMM. 

A 

MAR , , 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

NAME: Knox Motors Company Building (southern section) i n the Winchester Square 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

ADDRESS: -Waltham Avenue, Springfield, MA " . , 

NOMINATED BY: Winchester Commiinity Development Corp. 
is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination 
to the National Register o£ Historic Places. 

The National Register affords recognition and protection for d i s t r i c t s , sites, 
buildings, structures and objects significant i n An^rican History, architecture, 
archeolog)'- and culture. Listing i n the National Register places no restrictions 
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However, 
certain Federal Tax consequences may result from l i s t i n g i n the National Register. 
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 for an explanation 
of these provisions. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this n o t i f i c a t i o n by signing below and retuming 
this form to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission at the address above. The State Review Board w i l l not 
consider this nomination u n t i l we receive your comments or t h i r t y days have 
passed from tlie date of no t i f i c a t i o n . 

Written connrcnts on the significance of this property are encouraged and 
may be attached to this form.  

Si gnature /T, r..j^,H. Ol Date 
/ 

2/2/77 
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^/OTIFICATION OF PROPOSED NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 1 
HISTORICAL COMNflSSION 

RATIONAL 

JUL 19 1978 

MASS. HIST. CO ĴAi, 

DATE: June 30, 1978 

TO: Chairman, S p r i n g f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ADDRESS: c/o Ci ty H a l l , S p r i n g f i e l d , MA 01103 

FROM: MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COM n̂SSION 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY: 

NAME: Winchester Square Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

ADDRESS: State Street , Wilbrahara Road, Waltham Ave. , S p r i n g f i e l d , MA. 

OWNER: mul t ip l e 

i s being considered by t l ie Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission f o r nomination 
to the Nat ional Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

The National Register a f fo rd s recogni t ion and p r o t e c t i o n f o r d i s t r i c t s , s i t e s , 
bu i l d ings , s t ructures and objects s i g n i f i c a n t i n American H i s t o r y , a rch i tec tu re , 
archeology and c u l t u r e . L i s t i n g i n the National Register places no r e s t r i c t i o n s 
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or l i c e n s i n g i s involved. However, 
c e r t a in Federal tax consequences may r e su l t from l i s t i n g i n the National Register. 

•Please r e f e r to sec t ion 2124 o f the Tax Reform Act o f 1976 f o r an explanation 
o f these prov is ions . 

Please comment below, s ign , and r e tu rn t h i s form a t your e a r l i e s t convenience 
to Candace Jenkins, Nat ional Register Coordinator, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission at the above address. To f a c i l i t a t e ac t i on on t h i s nomination, 
we would appreciate your response w i t h i n t h i r t y days. I f you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Jenkins a t the Commission o f f i c e . 

jApprove nomination Disapprove nomination 

Comments: A t i t s J u l y 6, 1978 m e e t i n g t h e C o n m i s s i o n 
" t h e a c t i v i t i e s -Hhich t o o k p l a c e i n t h e b u i l d i n g s a 
s i g n i f i c a n c e b u t t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e has no m e r i t " . 

v o t e d 3 - 1 t h a t / 
r e o f h i s t o r i c a l 

Signature -/^^^ (^y^A^yC^^te 

Name and Title__^^^_^^^ 

2/2/77 



PROPOSED N A T I O I ^ REGISTER NOMINATION  
NOTIFICATION TO OWNER 

nATE: June 30, 1978 

TO: Mayor Theodore Dimauro 
Ci ty H a l l , 

ADDRESS:Springfield, MA 01103 

FROM: ' MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT THE FOLLOmNG PROPERTY: 

i n the Winchester Square H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

Bid, MA 

SENDER. Complete items 1 2 and 3 
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^o/yiy/i o/i //•(. a 

MTE 

TO: 

RECElVEa PROPOSED NATIOÎ iAL REGISTER NOMINATION 
NOTIFICATION TO OlvNER 

June 30, 1978 

_^ASS. HIST. co':f 

"RP, Jĉ  W3 

Nuger REalty, Inc, 
218 Memorial Avenue 

ADDRESS: West Springfield, MA 

FROM: MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COM̂ IISSION 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY: 

NAME: Knox Motors Company Building (northern section) i n the Winchester Square 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

ADDRESS: Waltham Avenue, Springfield, MA 

NOMINATED BY: Winchester Community Development Corp. 

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Coinmission for nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

The National Register affords recognition and protection for d i s t r i c t s , sites, 
buildings, structures and objects significant in American History, architecture, 
archeology and culture. Listing i n the National Register places no restrictions 
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However, 
certain Federal Tax consequences may result from l i s t i n g i n the National Register. 
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 for an explanation 
of these provisions. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this notification by signing below and retuming 
this form to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission at the address above. Tne State Review Board w i l l not 
consider this nomination u n t i l we receive your comments or t h i r t y days have 
passed from the date of n o t i f i c a t i o n . 

Written comments on the significance of this property are encouraged and 
may be attached to this form. 

Signature Date 

2/2/77 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

I -1 

THIS IS TO NOTIFY. YOU.THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY: 

NAME; Indian Motorcycle Building (Springfield Industrial Institute), i n the 
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I N R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

H32-NR 

United States Department of the Interior 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D . C . g ^ ^ 20243 

MAR 2 1 1979 

Dear Property Ovmer: 

The property you own i s located i n a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description uf the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments w i t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me. Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please include the 
name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on t h i s l e t t e r ) and 
property address. I f you have questions about the National Register 
program or the enclosed material, you should also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's and 
don'ts for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner of a 
building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y or as part 
of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act benefits, 
these standards must be followed. A copy of these standards i s available 
from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.V7., 
Washington, D.C. 20243. Questions about the standards should also be 
addressed to that same o f f i c e . 

Sin 

Richard Jaffe, Esq. 
Goldstein & Manello 
1 Federal Street 
Boston, MA 02110 

Re: Winchester Square Hist. 

William J. Mufta| 
Keeper of the National Register 

Dist. 



- A ' 

RICHARD P. JAFFE 
. ^tlorneu al rjCai 

136 ELIOT STREET 

CHESTNUT HILL, MASS 02167 

(617) 566-4403 

March 28 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r - Pension Building 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20243 

ATTN: NOM 

re: H32-NR 
Winchester Square H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t i n Springfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Murtagh, 

By l e t t e r dated March 22, 1979, I was n o t i f i e d by your o f f i c e of the pending 
nomination of the above-captioned property for l i s t i n g i n the National Register 
of Historic Places. I am attaching a copy of your l e t t e r for your immediate 
reference. 

Please be advised that I have recently changed my address and a l l mail concern­
ing t h i s nomination should, now be sent to me at the address of my letterhead 
above. I sincerely hope that the nomination w i l l be approved, and I would be 
most appreciative i f you would keep me posted of a l l developments throughout 
the nomination process. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Richard P. J a f W 

RPJ/je 
enc. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE IL':SSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered HAY I 0 1979 

Name Location 

Odd Fellow's U a l l 

Conkey-Stevena House 

Sanderson, J u l i a , Theater (Paramount Theater) 

Winchester Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Turner, Stephen, House 

Abbot, Ed\dLn, House (Longy School of Music) 

Chaplin-Clarke House 

Shelbume Falls 
Franklin County 

Amherst 
Hanpshire County 

Springfield 
Hampden County 

Springfield 
Hanpden County 

Norfolk 
Norfolk County 

Cambridge 
Middlesex County 

Rowley 
Essex County 

Also Notifie d 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable S i l v i o 0. Conte 
Honorable Edward P. Boland 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Honorable Nicholas Mayroules 

( N R Byers/bjr 5/14/79 
-KQZ f u r t h e r information, please c a l l 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts I l l s t o r l c a l Conmission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, I^ssachusetts 02108 

the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



UppER STATE STREET 
COMMUNiTy dEVElopiMEISIT CORpORATION 
1047 STATE STREET. SpRINqFiEld^ IMASSAchuSETTS 01109 

(415) 759-7527 June 28, 1979 

P a t r i c i a Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

RECEIVED 
JUL -9 1979 

MASS. HiST. COMM. 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

Please excuse t h i s belated note of appreciation f o r the time you spent 
with us several weeks ago r e l a t i v e to our concerns over the action 
taken by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c Commission. 

I now have a f u l l e r appreciation of the merits of the positi o n taken 
by the Commission and I sincerely hope you have a si m i l a r appreciation 
for our concerns. 

For your information, I have enclosed a copy of our l e t t e r to Representative 
Morris Udall. 

Thank you, again, f o r your e f f o r t s . 

JEB/ts 

Yours t r u l y . 

ames E. Boothroyd 
Executive Vice-President 



• ̂  R A r M O N D A. J O R D A N 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 

I 3 T H H A M P D E N D ISTRICT 

5 t G O L D E N R O O STREET 

SPRINGFIELD O l t 0 9 

HOME TEL , : M t 3 > 789 -O20S 

STATE H O U S E 

R O O M 2 4 7 

T E U : ( 017 ) 7 2 7 - 2 3 8 0 

THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

House of Representatives 

Committee on Ways and Means 

S T A T E H O U S E . B O S T O N 

June 29, 1979 

C O M M I T T E E S : 

C H A I R M A N 
A F F I R M A T I V E A C T I O N 

C O M M I T T E E 

G O V E R N O R ' S C O M M I T T E E 
O N C R I M I N A L J U S T I C E 

D E M O C R A T I C STATE 
C O M M I T T E E 

S P E C I A L C O M M I T T E E 
O N E C O N O M I C D E V E L O P M E N T 

Representative Morris Udall 
House of I n t e r i o r and Insular A f f a i r s Committee 
235 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Udall: 

1 am w r i t i n g to e n l i s t your support r e l a t i v e to my recommendation on 
administrative procedure and your guidance r e l a t i v e to the appropriate . • 
steps to follow i n our attempt to have the status of the Indian 
Motorcycle f a c i l i t y reviewed. The enclosed information (Exhibit A) 
relates some background on the Indian Motorcycle factory, located w i t h i n 
our area i n Spr i n g f i e l d , Massachusetts, which was placed on: the National 
Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission guidelines provide that any 
recommendation made r e l a t i v e to the placement of a buildi n g on the 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c places should be based solely on the 
issue of that buildings h i s t o r i c a l significance. To the extent that 
the merits of a given h i s t o r i c preservation case can be determined most 
e f f i c i e n t l y i n an atmosphere devoid of competing i n t e r e s t s , t h i s procedure 
i s worthy of support. Any attempt to f u l f i l l the needs of a community, 
however, requires an ultimate balancing of interests and cannot be arrived 
at by decisions arrived at i n an analytic vacuum. 

Notwithstanding, the merits of the Indian Motorcycle bui l d i n g being placed 
on the National Register, we believe that any process of review should 
concurrently meld economic, p o l i t i c a l and social and environmental 
interests before a decision i s made rather than i n i t i a l l y prejudicing the 
ri g h t s of competing community interests,as was the case i n our s i t u a t i o n . 

In our opinion, no community group or governmental u n i t should have 
carte blanche authority to demolish or f o r e s t a l l the demolition of 
buildings with h i s t o r i c a l merit nor by the imposition of procedural 
impediments, foreclose the p o s s i b i l i t y of timely input from competing 
community i n t e r e s t s . 



Representative Morris Udall 
June 29, 1979 
.Page 2 

I t i s our understanding that the status of the Indian Motorcycle building 
can only be affected to the extent that a l t e r n a t i v e plans supportive of 
that r e s u l t are presented to the I n t e r i o r Department. With t h i s i n mind, 
a comprehensive f e a s i b i l i t y study i s being done for both t h i s building 
and the whole of the State Street Corridor; the l a t t e r under the sponsorship 
of the U.S.S.C.D.C. 

We would appreciate any guidance you can give us r e l a t i v e to the steps 
which we must take to have t h i s administrative decision reviewed or .. ' 
reopened. 

Thank you i n advance fo r your e f f o r t s i n our behalf. 

Sincerely, 

RAJ Raymorra A. Jordan 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l m i Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY HISTORICAL 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

August 14, 1979 

Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
440 G Street NW ' 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Charles: 

Your call reminded me that I had not sent along to you a copy of 
a letter we received concerning the Indian Motocycle Factory in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. As you w i l l note from the chronology 
of events attached to Representative Jordan's letter, considerable 
local controversy surrounds the issue. 

We believed and your office agreed that the building met the 
National Register criteria as j)art of the Winrhp^^tpr .Sgnarp 
Historic District. We are now trying to insure a thorough 
consideration of alternatives to its demolition. Our primary 
concem is the attitude that the building should cone down in 
order to prepare the site for new development. 

However, we have yet to receive the feasibility study, so the 
case is s t i l l open. ... .. 

I f you need anymore background, please let me know. f 

Sincerely, 

^atricia L. Weslowski 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

PLW/ts . : 





Joseph Spruell nd Sons, Inc. (UJii^h t 
622 State Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01109 Th, 

August 27, 1981 

Ms Carol S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register o f 
H i s t o r i c Places 
Na t i o n a l Park Service 
Dept. o f I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Ms S h u l l : . 

This l e t t e r seirves t o express our sincere thanks and 

ap p r e c i a t i o n f o r the courtesy and i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t you 

shared w i t h Mr. Theirber and myself i n reference t o the 

Winchester Square H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t here i n S p r i n g f i e l d 

Massachusetts, 

Ve f e e l t h a t the I n d i a n Motor Cycle B u i l d i n g which i s 

included i n the d i s t r i c t has too much h i s t o r i c a l value t o 

be t o r n down, 

Ve w i l l keep you informed. Again, Many thanks. 

JSJr/ah 

Very t r u l y yours, 

JOSEPH SPRUELL AND SONS, INC, 

JosepA S p r u e l l , J r . 
Pre^i(^ent 

i-




