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CESCR BETHE FRESENT AD R G NAL (IF KNOMY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE
The W nchester Square Historic District is located at the intersectionof State Street
and W I braham Road. |t lies several mles east of Springfield s downtown and |ust
sout heast of the MKnight HistoricDistrict (NR. The T-shaped area is an industrial
conmpl ex whi ch devel oped around the tracks of the Springfieldand New London Railroad
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. |t is characterized bybrick
buildings ranging in height fromone to six stories. Most are of sinmple industrial
design and rise directly fromthe sidewal ks without setback.

Arnmory Station (5) was constructed in 1875. I tis arectangular, single story brick
structure which has been partially painted red. |t has a low gabled roof with over-
hangi ng eaves supported by |arge wooden brackets. A bargeboard decorates the north
gable endfronting onWI|braham Road. The east elevation which faces the railroad
tracks, hastwo four-panel doors that open onto a wooden platform  There are alsotwo
t wo- panel doors -and oiie wi ndow with a rough "brownstone sill anda segmental arch on
this elevation. The west e'levatioh has three foiir-pariel doors and*drie one-panel door
as well as two w ndows which have the sane treatment as those of the east elevation.
The north elevation has anoculus inthe gable andatripartite wi ndow onthe ground
floor.

W nchester Square Fire Station (2) wasbuilt in 1886 andextensively renodeled in

1915. I'tis athree story brick buildingwithaflat roof partially nasked by widely
spaced crennelations (this replaced a dormered hip roof). Copper flashing i s used as
a decorative aswell as aprotective device at the roofline andextends down, in inver-

ted cross shapes, to the piers which divide the bays of the north and south elevations.
The facade, which faces west onEastern Avenue, hasa conventional door inits center
which is flanked by tw overhead doors. The second ertory fenestration consists of
paired wi ndows with 2/2 double hung sash set between brownstone sills andsegnental
arches of alternal:ing red" arid black brick. Their sills are linked by terra cotta tiles
bordered with black.brick, while the arches are connected by diagonally laid bricks
outlined byblack brick banding. The second andthird stories are Setarate'd by two
bands of decorative brickwork. Thethird story windows are similar to those bel ow but
have brownstone lintels rather than segmental arches. Thewall Us corbelled several
feet below the foofline. He north andsouth elevations are identical, andare treated
in much the sane fashion asthe facade. First andsecond story wi ndows have brownstone
lintels and polychromatic segmental arches connected by diagonally laid brick bordered
by black brick banding with bevelled brick outlined in the piers. He sane typeof
decorative brickwork connects the sills with terra cotta tiles being used onthe piers.
A decorative brick bank divides the Second andthird stories. Thew ndows of the third
story have brownstone lintels andthe wall is corbelled above them ad onthe facade.

Knox Autonobile GCo. Building was built in three stages: 1891 (4), 1903 (4A), 1910 (4B).
The original section was of two story height with aflat roof. | twas extended in 1903
and two additional floorswere added. Finally a six story section was erected at the
southern end. Tlie building is noweighty-fivebays in length and of utilitarian construc-
tion. Each bay of the original section is divided by a deep pier and the firsttwo
stories are divided fromthe \ipper two by’ a projecting band. "

The Indian Motorcycle Co. Plant (la-e and3,3a) occupies the triangular | ot bounded by
the Firestationonthe west. State Street onthe north, Rutland Street onthe east and
W | braham Road onthe south. Theold iSprincrfield and New London (now New Engl and)
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Railroad tracks runthrough t hecenter of thebuilding. As thebuilding i sactually a
compl ex of long, narrow brick buildings with a hollow triangular core and i t has a
rather conplex structure, itsmajor conponents will be discussed separately.

The Springfield Industrial Institute Building (#1) was built i n1895 (the insti-
tute was first housed i ntheBullard Arms Factory, #3). A conforming addition was
nmade t oi t i n1909 (#la), at a cost of $45,000, after i t becane part of the Indian
Mot orcycl e Conpany, This four story brick building has brownstone trim and a flat roof
screened by a crenellated parapet. The eleven bay north elevation, which faces State
Street, i sthenost visually prom nent and t henost elaborate. Its length is broken by
three projecting bays, one at each corner and one i nthecenter; theeasternmst bay i s
six stories in height. The building is distinguished chiefly by thefenestration of the
third and fourth stories. Pilasters rise froma continuous third story sill t osupport
round arches with nolded terracotta archivolts at thefourth story. Oculi are located
in thespandrels. This fenestration pattern i scontinued on the west elevation ina
nore restrained manner. Building |b was added i n1910 at a cost of $100,000. Whileits
east elevation matches that of building 1, itssouth elevation i streated i na sinpler
manner, nore typical of industrial structures. The crenelated roofline i scontinued,
but here piers rise thefull height of thebuilding totermnate i nsegmental arches
and heighten theinpression of verticality.

The conplex of buildings east of therailroad tracks (lc,ld, le,3,3a) continuethe
design features of building I'b. They arefive story brick structures with flat roofs
nasked by crenellations which areactually extensions of thepiers which dividethe
narrow bays. The segmentally arched wi ndow openi ngs have brownstone sills and nost
contain 8/8 double hung sash. Seven story towers define theeast and west corners of
Id. The Bullard Arns building (#3) was built i n1883 and i st heoldest i nthis group.
[t was originally three stories i nheight with a four story square tower at its eastern
end.  The building was extended i n1896 (3a) and again i n1911 (Ic) when two stories
were added at a cost of $84, 000.
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STATEMENT G- S G\ A CANCE

The W nchester Square Historic District retains integrity of setting, design, location,
materials, workmanship and feeling and i sof historical significance both nationally and
locally for itsassociations with devel opments within thefields of education, industry,
and transportation. The Springfield Industrial Institute (1) and | ater the Mechanic
Arts High School (1) provided unique technical education oppprturiities; theKnox Auto
Gonpany (4) ma.nufactured motor driven fire apparatus, anmong other things, which resulted
in Springfield s having thelowest fire loss i nthestate i n1909.;- the Hendee Mjjiufac-
turing Gonpany (renamed |Indian Mtocycle Gonpany i n1923) (land 3) was thefirst to
manuf act ure gasoline engine motorcycles on a comercial scale i ntheUnited States. The
district i salso significant as thelargest extant group of turn-of-the-century indus-
trial structures i nthecity.

Before 1870, theland t ot heeast of Wnchester Square was sandy and sparsely popul at ed.
The City of Springfield appropriated funds i n1875 t oconstruct theSpringfield and

New London Railroad tracks from t hedowntown depot through t heW nchester Square section
to theConnecticut border. The railroad station, then called theArnory Hill Station (5),
was erected at this time, and was used as, a passenger station.and freigh,t depot. The
location of these tracks i nthis area resulted primarily fromtheefforts of Willis

Phel ps. Phelps was a controversial but promnent,local figure who was one of the

| eading regional railroad constructors i nthemd-nineteenth century. The railroadhad

a significant effect on thedevel opment of t hearea, as several small industries began
to locate along thepath of thetracks. The extension of thehorse trolley i n the
early 1870's furthered expansion i nthedistrict. Both devel opments stimulated industrial

and residential expansion i nthe area.

The W nchester Square Fire Station (2) was constructed i n1886 i nresponse t ot he denands
for fire protection which emanated from t hegrowing comunity. The station was anmong

the first of thecity's fire conpanies t obe equipped with motor-driven apparatus, which
was manufactured by t he Knox Auto Conpany (4)(located southeast of thefire station).

The usage of motorized equipment resulted i nSpringfield's having thelowest fire loss

in thestate i n1909, which led other departments i nthestate toreplace their horse-
driven apparatus.

The original Wnchester Square Fire Station (2) was constructed at'a cost of $16, 000
with an additional expenditure of $900.00 for thebell, yoke, and frame for the central
bell tower which was integrated into themin facade. |t i sabrick building with three
stories, designed by local architect W H Buxton® The.bup.lder was Patrick Beston, a
local mason whose distinctivedecorative brickwork makes this structure architecturally
interesting. Extensive renovations costing $32,000.00 were nade i n1915. Exterior
alterations included removing thebell tower and converting thedornered hipped roof into
a flat roof with crenel? ated .parapet. ,A proni,]rient local architect, B. Hammett Seabury,
was responsible for theremodeling. Both independently and in partnership with

F. R Richnond, another Springfield architect, Seabury designed sone of thecity's
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finest public buildings. Most notable areseveral schools and fire stations (still
standing) erected between the 1880's and t heearly years of thepresent century.

e of thefirst industries toestablish itself i nthearea was theBullard Repeating
Arrms Conmpany (3), which manufactured rifles. Itshrick plant was erected i n1883 east
of therailroad tracks between Boston Road and W braham Road. The founder was

Janes Bullard, whose many patented inventions included parts for firearms, sew ng

machi nes, and devices for generatingheat with petroleumfor metallurgical processes.
Before theinvention of t hegasolineautomobile, Bullard built a steamoperated vehicle
which was patented i n1887. He built only one vehicle which he drove t owork daily.
Aut omotive engineers i nlater decades claimed that Bullard' s vehicle had all t he conpo-
nents necessary t omake an autonmobile operate efficiently.

Shortly after theBullard Arns Conpany ceased its operations, thebuilding was

acquired by a private educational institution later known as the Springfield Industrial
Institute. When thelnstitute noved t oBuilding #1 i n1895, thefactory was leasedt o

the Elektron Conpany, a firm that manufactured elevators and electric notors and al so
trained students as machinists under an apprenticeship program sponsored byt he

Institute. A three story addition was added at t heeastern end of thefactory i n1896 (3a)

The Springfield Industrial Institute (1) was unique i nNew England. | naddition toa
curriculum which conbined various levels of technical training with scholastic education,
the students produced marketable goods as part of their apprenticeship. The school build-
ing was constructed i n1895 and after thelndustrial Institute was discontinued, the
building was leased tothecity i n1898 for usage as t he Mechanic Arts High School.
Besides being thefirst full-time public technical school, t heMechanic Arts School had
a nationally acclaimed division called t heEvening School of Trades. This wast he

first of its kind i ntheUnited States, a forerunner of Adult Continuing Educati on.

The program admi nisteredat public expense, was designed t oafford people already

enpl oyed i nvarious mechanical occupations an opportunity toacquire further training
and know edge i norder t oobtain a higher classification i ntheir trades. The Mechanic
Arts High School eventually expanded and new facilities were constructed elsewherei n
1905, at which time t he Hendee Manufacturing Conpany relocated at t he site.

The Industrial Institute was designed by Francis R Richrmond, a local architect who
designed many industrial, comrercial and public buildings i nSpringfield. R chrond had
been trained i ntheoffice of EC Gardner, one of thearea's nost influential architects.
Other local buildings which he designed include theTapley School (NR- MN ght Historic
District), theNorth Main Street Firestation and t he Homestead and W nt hrop buildings.

The Hendee Manufacturing GConpany (renaned |ndian Motocycle Conpany i n1923) was organi zed
in 1901 and maintained its operationsi nSpringfield until theearly 1950's. At its
peak, it enployed over 3,000 people. | tholds a promnent position i nthefield of
transportation, being thefirst conpany t omanufacture gasoline engine motorcycles ona
comrercial scale i ntheUnited States. The vehicle was named "Indian Mdtocycle" as it
was t hepioneer motorcycle i ntheUS, and the"r"i n"motorcycle" was officially



Form No 10-300a

" 10_73NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OETHE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED MAR i ~ 10/3 _
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES MY 10909
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 3

omtted soas toindividualize theconpany's trademark. Qe of theearliest nodelsi s
exhibited i ntheSmthsonian Institute in Washington, DC

Hendee originally rented theSpringfieldlindustrial Institute building (1) from 1905-1908
at which time he began t oacquire property at Wnchester Square. By 1914 t he Hendee
Gonpany was t helargest producer of motorcycles i ntheworld and it sphysical plant had
expanded t oinclude theentire triangular tract bounded by State Street, WI braham Road
and Rutland Avenue. At that time i tconsisted of eleven acres of floor space on three
acres of land and had cost $329,000t o construct.

Throughout itshistory, and particularly during theearly 1900's, various nodels of the
Indian Motocycle won prizes and awards for construction, design, speed and endurance.

In 1902, thefirst motorcycle race i nthecountry was won on an Indi an motocycle by
CGeor ge Hendee, conpany president and a US chanpion amateur bicycle racer i n the
1880's. Carl Hedstrom vice president and designer of thenotocycle, was the recipient
of a silver medal (the highest award) for his achievement as an inventor at the

St. Louis World's Fair i n1904. | naddition, Indian motocycles surpassed a host of
competitors i ninternational races and endurance contests, one of thenbst prestigious
having been held in Russia i n 1925.

Shortly after moving t oW nchester Square, t he Hendee Conpany began production of its
twin cylinder nodel. This nodel was purchased by t he New York City Police Departnment,
whi ch set a precedent by organizing motorcycle squads as a means of patrolling city
streets. | nlater decades, police organizations accounted for 20%of t he conpany's
sales, servicing 38 state police groups and over 2,000 town, city and county departnents.
By 1913, Hendee Manufacturing Co. was t helargest and nost reputable manufacturer of
motorcycles both i nthis country and abroad. | nrecognition of this, thefederal
governnment apportioned the conpany's output during World Véar |. Approximtely 41,000
(over 60% of t hemotorcycles used by t heAllies were Indian nodels.

The Hendee Conpany's domestic business declined considerably during World Vér |, forthe
government contracts precluded an adequate supply of motorcycles going toretail dis-
tributors. The conpany gradually recaptured both domestic and foreign markets and
survived throughout nost of t heDepression years. Mtorcycles provided an econom cal
nmode of transportation, with relatively lowcosts for procurement and maintenance.

The conpany al so expanded itsline of products by using itsair-cooled mtor. The

firm had experimented with aeroplane notors as early as 1910 when an enpl oyee desi gned
a biplane with fuselage.

The Indian Mdtocycle Conpany closed itsWnchester Square facility i n1948, maintaining
an auxiliary plant elsewhere until 1953. Aggressive competition from Harley-Davidson and
light weight foreign mtorcycles was t heprimary cause for itsdecline, and t hepopu-
larity of mass-produced autonmobiles had a detrimental effect. Various sections of the
plant were then leased tosmall comrercial firms. A new conpany. King's Department Store,
rented t helndustrial Institute building (1 and la). Tie firm opened, i n Springfield,
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the first of what devel oped into a nationwide chain of self-service, full-line discount

department stores.

The Knox Automobile Company, (4), located directly south of thelndian Mtocycle conplex,
was a |eading manufacturer of gasoline engine vehicles during thefirst two decades of
this century, i twas incorporated i n1900, and several of theofficers and stockholders
were involved with thelndustrial Institute. The designers of theautomobile, Harry Knox
and Herman Farr, were graduates of the Institute.

Harry Knox designed several experimental motors during thelate 1890's. He was associated
with Knox Auto Go. until 21904, during which time comrercial delivery vehicles and plea-
sure cars were manufactured. Both vehicles were originally three-wheeled and single-
cylindered, but were perfected into four-wheeled, four-cylindered vehicles before Knox
left toform a separate corporation. By 1905 t he Knox Conmpany was reputedly thelargest
manuf acturer of gasoline engine automobiles i nthecountry. Harry Knox |ater becamet he
Chief Automotive Engineer for theUS Arny Ordinance Division.

From 1903 t 0 1910, t he Automobile Club of America sponsored various competitions in which
maj or producers entered their vehicles. The Knox autonobile had an inpressive record,
winning first prize i na 1903 comercial vehicle race and attaining a perfect scorei n
the 1906 Gl idden Tour, which was a three-week, 2,000 mle runover corduroy roads from
Buffalo t o Maine via Canada. At thefirst "Indianapolis 500" auto race held i n 1911,

a Knox car won theprize for having runthefastest | apat 92 mp. h.

The conpany nade several advances i nautomotive transportation. The first four-door
sedan nmodel i nthenation was a Knox nodel. | n1906, thefirm introduced itsfirst piece
of motor-driven fire apparatus. Wthin a fewyears, Springfieldbecane thefirst cityin
the country t ohave an entirely motorized fire department. Oher municipalitiesbegan

to purchase motorized equipnment, and t he Knox Conpany expanded itsfacilities to acconmo-
date itsgrowing domestic and international business, which included exports t o Central
and South America. | n 1910, Charles Martin, a conpany enployee, designed a motor-driven
tractor for hauling heavy-duty vehicles, which was |ater patented. Wthin a few years,
tractors accounted for a large percentage of t he conpany's sales. During World Vér | ,
tractor shipments were nade t o European countries, and thefirm had a substanti al
stibcontract with Bethlehem Steel Conpany. Their six-ton comrercial truck was also
much-accl ai med, and t he Knox Co. i scredited with developing the concept of the nodern
tractor-trailer truck.

The Knox Motor Conpany (renamed i n1914) maintained full manufacturing operations i n
Springfield until 21919, and continued t omanufacture autonotive parts until 1928. The
conpany produced only custombuilt vehicles, and itsdecline i sattributed to the
inception of theassembly line i n plants elsewhere. The prestigious Rolls Royce GConpany
(Anerican branch) leased part of thefacilities as an auxiliary plant during the 1920's.
It located i nSpringfieldbecause of theavailability of highly skilled machinists arx3
the fact that thecity was relatively unaffected by Iabor-management conflicts. I n

1928, thefactory was acquired by theM lton Bradley Conpany, renowned |ithographic
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designers who manufactured educational materials and parlor games. |1t i scurrently being

used as an industrial warehouse.

Springfield s economc prosperity at theturn of thecentury was largely attributable to
its diversifiedautomtive industries. The Duryea brothers designed and manufactured

the nation's first gasoline engine automobile i ntheearly 1890's. Wthin a decade, t he
conmpani es located at Wnchester Square began t heproduction of vehicles which were also
"firsts" i nthefield of transportation. Both thelndian Mtocycle and t he Knox Mt or
Conpany' s comercial trucks and motorized fire equipment received international acclaim
t hereby enhancing Springfield' s reputation as an automotive manufacturing center.

Building # Nane Architect Dat e
1 Industrial Institute Francis R R chnond 1895
| a Indian Motocycle 1909

1910
Ic 1911
| d 1912
le 1913
2 Fire Station W H Buxton/B. H Seabury 1886/ 1915
33 Bullard Arns Conpany 1883
3a Il I 11 1896
4 Knox Aut o Conpany 1891
4a 1l 11 [ 1903
Il 11 I 1910

Arnory Station 1875
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VERBAL BONDARY DESCR PTI ON

southerly approximately 90 feet tothenortherly street line of WIbraham Road? thence
easterly approximtely 350 feet; thence southerly approxi mately 250 feet along the
easterly street line of Colton Avenue; thence easterly approximtely 152 feet running
parallel tothesoutherly street line of Wlbraham Road t ot hewest property line of #53
W | braham Road; thence southerly approximately 423 feet along therear property line of
lots #42 and #54 Wal t ham Avenue; thence westerly approximately 68 feet; thence northerly
approxi mately 17 feet; thence westerly approximately 50 feet tothewesterly street line
of Wl tham Avenue; thence northerly approximtely 652 feet toa point i nthe northerly
line of WIlbraham Road; thence westerly approximately 200 feet tothewesterly street
line of Rutland Avenue; thence northerly approximtely 270 feet tothepoint of begin-
ning.

Pl ease also refer tothe boundary drawn on theattached nap preparred by the Springfielc
City Planning Departnent.
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Nom nated by t heW nchester Comunity
Devel opment Council (submttedt o
the Springfield Historical Comm ssion)

Springfield Redevel opment Authority
announces opposition t o historic
preservation plan.

Mayor Theodore Di mauro says plant o
| ocate housing i nt hebuildingi s
"unrealistic"

Mayor gives owner a deadlineof
April 28, 1978t o begin workof
meeting safety code onbuilding and
paying back taxes.

Greater Springfield Council of Churches
Urban Ministry division urgesthe
building be demolished for safety of
children.

City announces plan t ostudy feasibility
of reuse of the building

A second community group callsfor
reuse of t he building.

Owmer held i ncontempt of court for not
mai ntaining thebuilding. Suit brought
by thecity onbehalf of t he Fire
Department (6/28/78) - . r .

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion :<v'."
notifies owner about t henomination

of thebuilding by t heWnchester
Community Devel opment Council.

Court decision: contempt citation
dism ssed, court reconmends building
be taken for taxes andrazed,

by Judge Robert Moran, Superior Court
of Hanpden County (7/7/78).

Springfield Historical Comm ssion votes
3-1 that activities which took place

on t helocation of thebuilding have his-
toric significance but thebuilding itself
has no merit.



Sept ember 1978

Novenmber 197 8

December 1978

My 1979

June 1979

$14, 000 ABG used by city to board
the building up for safety reasons.

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
review board meets on the nom nation.

Consul tant Minot, DuBois and Maddision
of Boston selected to study feasibility
and alternative means of building reuse,
Total cost estimated at $11,500 to

$15, 000.

City says federal regulations exclude
the use of the building for housing.

Hilton Abbott, faculty nenber at STCC
calls community meeting to discuss the
reuse of the building.

Study now budgeted for $18,000

City says demolition proceedings have
begun, expected to take several nonths
because of Historic Site nomination.

Prof. Abbott "depressed” when only

ei ght people show up at his meeting.

He says he'll give up i fno nore support
conmes forth within two weeks.

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
recommends listing the building on
the National Register of Historic

Places (5/10/79).

Building accepted and entered on National
Regi ster of Historic Places (5/23/79).

Building apparently torched, preceded
by a false alarmdrawing fire equipment
fromthe fire station next-door away
from the station. (6/2179)

Mayor orders inspection of building for
structural damage (6/4/79)

Mayor told building may stand, i t
will be boarded up again.

e nenber of Wnchester Community
Devel opment Council said, " | hope

W nchester Square uses all ofits
resources to find out i fi twas arson
for fun or arson for hire."”



Springfield Preservation Trust in an
open letter, calls for restoration of
the building and securing i tfor safety
reasons. (6/12/79)

Letter to the Editor calling for
removal of the building in order to
generate jobs by attracting developers.
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PAUL GUZzZI

IGIIIM"<9"o  "RECEIVED

HROFCED NATIOVAL REGSTER NQMIE NATION

NOTIHCATION TO QUER AJG |s78
miE: June 30, 197S AASS.  HfS>. COMM.
TO! Martha M. Cole

ADDRESS 746 Arden Road, Jenkintoim, Penn. MR .,

FRai: MASSAQIUETTS HISTORIDVL GOMMISSON A NATT ONAL

SUBECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC ALACES FEG STER

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YQU THAT THE FOLLOMNG HROFERTY:

NAME Knox Motors Gonpany Buil ding (southern section) i nthe Wnchester Sguare
Historic District

ACDRESS -Vl tham Avenue, Springfield, M "

NM NATED BY: W nchester Comminity Devel opment Corp.

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion for nomnation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition andprotection for districts, sites,
bui l dings, structures and objects significant i nAn”rican History, architecture,
archeolog)'- and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing i sinvolved. However,
certain Federal Tax consequences may result fromlisting i nthe National Register.
Pl ease refer tosection 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 for anexplanation
of these provisions.

Pl ease acknow edge receipt of this notification by signingbelow and retum ng
this formt o Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts
Historical Commssion at t headdress above. The State Review Board will not
consider this nomnation until we receive your comments or thirty days have
passed fromtlie date of notification.

Witten connrcnts on t hesignificance of this property are encouraged and
may be attached tothis form

Si gnature /T, r.jA\H. ol Dat e

212177



o Secrelar®

PAUL GuUzzI

111

MNOTIFICATION OF FROROSED NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 1
HISTORICAL COMNIfISSON

DATE  June 30, 1978 RATIONAL

TO: Chairman, Springfield Historical Commission

ADDRESS c/o City Hall, Springfield, MA 01103 JUL 19 19/8
AROM: MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMNSSON MASS. HIST. CONA,

SUBXECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC ALACES

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YQU THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY:

NAME Winchester Square Historic District

ADDRESS State Street, Wilbrahara Road, Watham Ave. , Springfield, MA

OMER multiple

is being considered by tlie Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition and protection for districts, sites,
buildings, structures and objects significant in American History, architecture,
archeology and culture. Listing in the National Register places no restrictions
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However,
certain Federal tax consequences may result from listing in the National Register.
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 for an explanation

of these provisions.

Please comment below, sign, and return this form at your earliest convenience

to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts Historical
Commission at the above address. To facilitate action on this nomination,

we would appreciate your response within thirty days. |f you have any questions,
please contact Ms. Jenkins at the Commission office.

jApprove nomination Disapprove nomination

Commentss At its July 6, 1978 meeting the Conmission yoted 3-1 that/
"the activities -Hhich took place in the buildings are of historical
significance but the architecture has no merit".

Sgnature [N ("y"ANYyCMe
Nare and Title AN AAA

212177
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FROROSD NATIOIN REGISTER NOMINATION
NOTIFICATION TO OMER

NATE: June 30, 1978

TO: Mayor Theodore Dimauro

City Hall,
ADDRESS: Springfield, MA 01103

FROM: " MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON

SUBXECT:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC ALACES

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT THE FOLLOMNG PROPERTY:

SENDER. Completeitems 1 2 and 3
""A -RETURN TO' space on

*'Neye?stenttiiatt
1. Thefollowing service is requested (check one)
E-*how to wtiom and date detti7efe«*
* Show to whom, date, and address of deliverv"

¢ RESTRICTED DELIVERY
Show to whom and date delivered

¢ RESTRICTED DELIVERY
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery $

(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)
2 ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

N

C

r

3 ARTICLE DESCRIPTION-

ApARA

(Always Obtain signature  of addressee nr

| have received the article described above
SIGNATURE e Addressee _ e« Authorized agent

'DATE g”"ELIM"ERY,,

5. ADDRESSfComp/eleonl/yl//,

6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE

“"GRO 1977-0-245 5%

in the Winchester Square Historic District

Bid, MA

evel oprment  Cor p.

stts Historical Gmnr
546607

Pl aces.
- . RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL
ition and protectior  NOINSURANCE COVERAGE PROVIDED—

gnificant in Americ; O F‘R(S"”ERRNA UW)A,MA'L/J wi
; H ee Reverse) Aigu”® /J-vA Wi,
the National Registc _

1 funding or licens:
"resiolt from/listin; STREET AND NO.

Tax ReformAct of 1 p.0 . STAteAND ZIP @6DE

POSTAGE 1/1
lotification by sign CERTIFIED FEE
aal Register Coordin SPECIAL DELIVERY
5 above. The St ate RESTRICTED DELIVERY
2ceive your comments SON TOWHOM AD MTE
n OaVERD

S’D/VlO\é\ﬂ'OVlD*n,MlD
e of this property; b
SHON TO WHOM A\D DATE
DHMERED WITH RESTRCTD
DEMERY
SOV 1O WHOM, DATE A\D

ADCRESS Of DHMERY WITH
RESTRCTED ffiil






PAUL GUZzI

"olyiyli ol (. a

FROROSD NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION R E C E IV E a.

NOTIFICATION TO OWNER

MTE June 30, 1978
T0: Njger REal ty’ I nc, _AASS. HIST. CO'f
218 Mem)ria} A\l/gnue
ATHRESS West Springfield, M '
PTing RP.J W3
o MASSAOH BETTS H STAR CAL GOV I SS ON
S BIECT: NATI ONAL REA STER F H STAR C PLACES

THS IS TO NOIFY YA THAT THE FOLONNGHFROAERTY.

NAME Knox Motors Gonpany Buil ding (northernsection)inthe Wnchester Sguare

Historic District
ATRESS Wl t ham Avenue, Springfield, M

NM NATED BY:  Wnchester Community Devel opnent Cor p.

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Coinmssion for nomnation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition and protection for districts, sites,
buil dings, structures and objects significant inAmerican History, architecture,
archeology and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However,
certain Federal Tax consequences may result fromlisting inthe National Register.
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 for an explanation
of these provisions.

Pl ease acknow edge receipt of this notification by signingbelowand retum ng
this formto Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts
Historical Conm ssion at the address above. Tne State Review Board will not
consider this nomnation until we receive your conments or thirty days have
passed from the date of notification.

Witten cooments on the significance of this property are encouraged and
ny be attached to this form

Signature Dat e

212177






ARCFCED NATIOSAL REGISTER NOMINATION

NOTIFICATION TO GildR

DATE  3une 30, 1978

TO: DereiopllitinL  CunsulLyiflfs

ADDRESS 1330 EpRcon Street,

Ernr*Vlinfl, M OglL'4.6

FROM: MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL  COMMISSON

SUBECT: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC HACES

THS I STONJIFY. YOQJ THAT THE FOLOVNG FROERTY.

NAME | ndi an Mot orcycl e Buil ding

Wnche. s+ é* Xi1-f-F* T- -

SENDER ComplJe."e..ems;"/,,«;S3 p A~~~ N

reverse N

"1 "~Show towhom and date delivered,. ".

ANAANAN T

« Sowtowhom,date,andaddressotdehvery. <t
° SS'a'n”"''-del,vered —_— N
\ °© SAJh~rdS”raddrefotd/ANANAAANA
A (CONSULT POSTMASTERFORANES)A_

IITTSTICLEADDRESSEP TO:

i DESCRIPTIO

AQHAN NI 1N MAN
(Always SiitMiglhitunent
.ved the article described above
ol Ihave recei
-1 SIGNATURE * Addressee

cil
cl

51 /DATE OF DELIM'\RY
%I 5Ab0"

S| 6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE:

"GPO

1977-0-249595

- District
pringfield, MA

lity Development Corp.

(Springfield Industrial Institute), i n the

lachusetts Historic"""

;toric Places. ]

eecognition and pre
ts significantin
g i nthe National
sderal fmding or
5iray result from
, the Tax Reform Ai

lis notification 1
itional Register i
Iress above. The
e receive your C
jtion.

ance of this pro

o— *8°A
o
s® oo A

546628

RECHPT FOR CERTIHED MAIL

NO INSURANCE QOVERAGE  PROVIDED—

NOT FOR INTERNATIONAL MAIL
(See Reverse)

STREET AND NO » , A Oi-

[SOL._Fcr{(Lrai'”
P C, STAJE AND ZIP CODE .
flo
POSTAGE S
CERTIFIED FEE
SPECIAL DELIVERY
RESTRICTED DELIVERY

SON O WHOM AD Mil
DEMERED

SOV O WHOM DATL MID
ADDRESS Of DELMRY

OPTIONAL SERVICES

SON O WHOM AND DATI
DEMERED WITH RESTRCTD
DEMRY

CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES

SOV O WHOM, DATE AND
ADCRESS Of DAMERY WITH
RESTHOED DAIMERY

RETURN RECEIPT SERVICE

TOTAL POSTAGE AND FEES S

POSTMARK OR DATE

«
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United Sates Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON,D . C . g™ " 20243

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32-NR

MR 21 OB

Dear Property Ovner:

The property you ow is located ina historic district that has been
nominated for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register i s the government's official list of historic
buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation i s pending i nour office.

[t your property i s depreciable and the district is listed inthe
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisionsof the
Tax ReformAct of 1976 that nmay apply to you. W are enclosing
information about this law and a general description uf the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be consideringwhether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelinesthe "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. | f you wish to comrent on whether thedistrict

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear fromyou. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter tom Dr. WIlliam J.
Mirtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service, Departnment of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G
Street, NW  Washington, DC 20243 (Attn: NMN. Please include the
nane of the district (as shown on the address |abel on this letter) and
property address. | f you have questions about the National Register
programor the enclosed material, you should also address themto ne

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's and
don'"ts for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owner of a

building listed i nthe National Register, either individually or as part
of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax ReformAct benefits,
these standards must be followed. A copy of these standards i s available
from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NV/.,
Washi ngton, DC 20243. Questions about the standards should al so be
addressed to that same office.

Sin
Richard Jaffe, Esq. WilliamJ. Mifta|
Gol dstein & Manello Keeper of the National Register

1 Federal Street
Boston, M\ 02110

Re:  Wnchester Square Hist. Di st



RICHARD P. JAFFE

. NMlorneu al rjCai

136 ELIOT STREET
CHESTNUT HILL, MASS 02167
(617) 566-4403

March 28

Dr. WlliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior - Pension Building
440 G Street, NV

Washi ngton, DC 20243

ATTN  NM

re:  H32-NR
W nchester Square Historical District in Springfield, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Mirtagh,

By letter dated March 22, 1979, | was notified by your office of the pending
nom nation of the above-captioned property for listing i nthe National Register
of Historic Places. | am attaching a copy of your letter for your immediate
reference.

Pl ease be advised that | have recently changed ny address and all mail concern-
ing this nom nation should, now be sent tone at the address of ny letterhead
above. | sincerely hope that the nom nationwill be approved, and | would be
nost appreciative i f you would keep me posted of all devel opments throughout
the nom nationprocess.

Very truly yours,

Richard P Jaf W

RPJ/je
enc.



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
IL"SSACHUSETTS

STATE

Date Entered

Nane

Qdd Fel | ow' s Ual |

Conkey- St evena House

Sanderson, Julia, Theater (Paramunt

W nchester Square Historic District

Turner, Stephen, House

Abbot, Ed\dLn, House (Longy School

Chaplin-Clarke House

Al'so Notified

Honorabl e Paul G Tsongas

Edward M Kennedy
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and
Honorabl e Margaret M Heckl er
Honorabl e Thomas P. O Neill
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mayroul es

(NR Byers/bjr 5/ 14/ 79
-KQZ further information,

Honor abl e

Theat er)

of Music)

please call the National

HY | 0 199

Location

Shel bume Falls
Franklin County

Amher st
Hanpshire County

Springfield
Hanpden County

Springfield
Hanpden County

Nor f ol k
Norfol k County

Canbri dge
M ddl esex County

Row ey
Essex County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
Executive Director
Massachusetts [llstorlcal
294 \Washington Street
Boston, |”*ssachusetts 02108

Conm ssi on

Regi ster at (202)343-6401.



UppER STATE STREET
COMMUNITy dEVEIopiMEISIT CORpORATION
1047 STATE STREET. SpRINGFiEld” IMASSAChuSETTS 01109

June 28, 1979 (415) 759-7527
RECEIVED

Patricia Wesl owski
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmission JL -9 198
294 Washington Street
Boston, M 02108 MASS. HiST. COMM.

Dear M. Wesl owski :

Pl ease excuse this belated note of appreciation for the time you spent
with us several weeks ago relative to our concerns over the action
taken by the Massachusetts Historic Conmi ssion.

| now have a fuller appreciation of the merits of the position taken
by the Commission and | sincerely hope you have a similar appreciation
for our concerns.

For your information, | have enclosed a copy of our letter to Representative
Morris Udall.

Thank you, again, for your efforts.

Yours truly.

JEB/ ts anes E Boot hroyd
Executive Vice-President



THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS
House of Representatives
Committee on Ways and Means
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON

RArMOND A. JORDAN COMMITTEES :
REPRESENTATIVE CHAIRMAN
I3TH HAMPDEN DISTRICT June 29, 1979 AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
5t GOLDENROO STREET COMMITTEE
SPRINGFIELD OIt09 GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE
HOME TEL,:Mt3> 789-020S ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE
STATE HOUSE DEMOCRATIC STATE
ROOM 247 COMMITTEE

TEU: (017) 727-2380 SPECIAL COMMITTEE

ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Representative Morris Udal |

House of Interior andlInsular Affairs Committee
235 Cannon House Office Building

Washi ngton, DC 20515

Dear Representative Udall:

1 amwriting toenlist your support relative tony recomrendationon

admi ni strative procedure andyour guidance relative t o theappropriate. e
steps tofollow i nour attenpt tohave thestatus of the Indian

Mot orcycle facility reviewed. Theenclosed information (Exhibit A)
relates some background on thelndian Motorcycle factory, |ocated within
our area i nSpringfield, Massachusetts, which was placed on: the National
Register of Historic Places.

The Massachusetts Historical Commission guidelines provide that any
recomendation nade relative t ot heplacement of abuilding on the
National Register of Historic places should be based solely on the

issue of that buildings historical significance. To theextent that

the merits of a given historic preservationcase can be determ ned nost
efficiently i nan atnmosphere devoid of conpeting interests, this procedure
is worthy of support. Anyattempt to fulfill theneeds of a community,
however, requires anultimate balancing of interests andcannot be arrived
at by decisions arrived at i nananalytic vacuum

Notwi t hstanding, themerits of thelndian Motorcycle building being placed
on theNational Register, we believe that anyprocess of review should
concurrently meld econonmic, political andsocial and environmental
interests before a decisioni snade rather than initially prejudicingthe
rights of conpeting community interests,as was thecase i nour situation,.

In our opinion, nocomunity group or governmental wunit should have
carte blanche authority todemolish or forestall thedemolition of
buildings with historical merit nor by theimpositionof procedural

i npedi ments, foreclose thepossibility of timely input from conpeting
comunity interests.



Representative Morris Udall
June 29, 1979
. Page 2

It is ourunderstanding that the status of the Indian Mdtorcycle building
can only be affected t othe extent that alternative plans supportive of
that result are presented tothe Interior Department. Wth this in mnd,

a comprehensive feasibility study i s being done for both this building

and the whole of the State Street Corridor; the |atter under the sponsorship

of the USSCDC

V¢ woul d appreciate anyguidance youcangive usrelative tothe steps
which we nust take t ohave this administrative decisionreviewed or
reopened.

Thank youi n advance for your efforts in our behalf.

Sincerely,

RAJ Raynorra A Jordan
STATE REPRESENTATI VE



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

111111 mi Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street

Boston, Massachusetts
HI STOR I CA L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 14, 19/9

Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper

Nat i onal Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Departnent of the Interior

440 GStreet NW '

VWashington, DC 20243

Dear Charl es:

Your call remnded ne that | hadnot sent along to youa copy of
a letter we received concerning the IndianMtocycle Factory in
SPri ngfield, Massachusetts. As you will note fromthe chronol og?/
of events attached to Representative Jordan's |etter, considerable
| ocal controversy surrounds the issue.

W believed andyour office agreed that the building net the
National Register criteria as|)art of the Wnrhp™tpr .Snarp
Historic District. V& are nowtrying to insure a thorough
consideration of alternatives toltsdemolition. Qur primary
concemi s the attitude that the building should cone downi n
order to prepare the site for newdevel opnent.

However, we have yet to receive the feasibility study, sothe

case i s still open.
I'f you need anynore background, please |et ne know f
Sincerely,

Matricia L Vsl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A.Wts






Joseph Spruell ndSons, Inc. (UJii“h t

622 State Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01109

August 27, 1981

Ms Carol Shull

National Register of
Historic Places
National Park Service
Dept. of Interior
Washington, D C 20243

Dear Ms Shul | :

This letter seirves t oexpress our sincere thanks and
appreciation forthecourtesy andinformation that you
shared with M. Theirber andmyself i nreferenceto the
W nchester Square Historical District here i n Springfield
Massachusetts,

Ve feel that thelndian Motor Cycle Building whichi s
included i nthedistrict has toonmuch historical valueto
be torn down,

Ve will keep youinformed. Again, Many thanks.

Very truly yours,
JCSEPH SPRUELL AND SONS, | NC,

JosepA Spruell,Jdr .
Preni ("ent

JSJr/ah i

Th,






