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U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v a t i o n a n d R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

fcceivd MAR 18 1982 

historic GOLDTHWAITE BLOCK 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 99rl05 Main Stfeet^ not for publication 

city, town Brockton hj^^frvicinity of congressional district 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Ciassiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 

structure both X work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

"^""^ Brnrk tnn Centrf i Agj-^nriatps 

street & number 77 Nor th Wa-shingt.on Street . 

city, town Boston vicinity of state Massachusetts 02114 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Russell Street 

city, town Plymouth, state Mass. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Historical Inventory of the 
Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes X, no 

date 1976 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city,town Boston , state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered y original site 

good ' ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The four story Goldthwaite Building is located on Main Street in downtown Brockton, across 
from the City Hall(NR). I t is surrounded by tliree other late nineteenth century build­
ings of similar scale. The 1892 structure is the most omamental of the group, being 
faced with yellow Roman brick and red terra-cotta. 

The three upper floors of the facade are divided into three bays by masonry piers with 
terra-cotta capitals. The center bay contains paired 1/1 sash at each floor. Those of 
the top floor have arched heads and are set within the elaborate typanum of a larger 
arch. Terra-cotta spandrels divide the lower floors; that dividing the third and fourth 
floors is imprinted with the words "GOLDTHWAITE BLOCK" while that dividing the second 
and third floors reads "ANNO DOMINI - 1892". 

The outer bays contain wood framed, copper clad oriels with three windows at each floor. 
The spandrels dividing each floor are embossed with a foliate pattem. Tlae enframing . 
pilasters carry a terra-cotta freize. 

While the upper floors remain today in their original state, the street level storefronts 
have been alteredmany times. As originally designed, two stores flanked a center bay 
through which one gained access to the upper floors. Some time in the early twentieth 
century, the f i r s t floor was converted to a single store with the entry to the upper floors 
shifted to one side. In 1979, the building was converted to use as elderly housing, and 
a three bay storefront was replaced which is similar in design to the original. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

^ 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1892 Builder/Architect J. Westwood 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Goldthwaite Block possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials and 
workmanship and,as a major local example of Victorian commercial design, meets criterion 
C. 

I t is significant both for the quality of its architectural detail and as an integral 
part of the largest and most prominent group of unaltered 19th century buildings remain­
ing in Brockton. In materials and detail, i t echoes the landmark Brockton City Hall 
(1883, NR), which is visible across Main Street. 

The Goldthwaite Block was built in 1892 by Charles Herbert Goldthwaite to house the 
"apothecary" established in 1867 by his imcle, Emerson Goldthwaite. The younger Gold­
thwaite was bom in Stoughton, MA, in 1861, and was taken in by his uncle after the death 
of his father, a leather cutter, in 1883. At that time, Emerson Goldthwaite operated a 
dry goods store with "drugs, medicines, books, and stationery" in a wood frame building 
on the site of the present structure. Emerson sent his nephew to the Boston School of 
Pharmacy in 1883, and when he graduated in 1884, the Goldthwaites established Brockton's 
f i r s t "drug store." Emerson soon retired, opening a small loan office across the street 
in the Bixby Building. By 1980, "CH. Goldthwaite, Druggist" was in business by himself. 

The relative architectural opulence of the Goldthwaite Block indicates that Goldthwaite 
was a successful merchant who could afford to build a local landmark. The building is 
one of the few contemporaneous buildings for which the architect's name was recorded. 
Goldthwaite employed a Scotsman named J. Westwood, who came to Brockton in 1890 to practice 
architecture. Westwood established his own office in the Goldthwaite Building when i t 
was finished, perhaps in consideration for having prepared the plans. 

Goldthwaite's new building further established his pre-eminence as Brockton's druggist. 
A commercial directory of 1894 lists him as a major civic figure, doing "the largest 
'cutrate' business of any druggist outside Boston." The business continued until Gold­
thwaite 's death in 1930's. 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK ScRVICc 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORi\l 

FOB NPS US£ ONLY 

RECStVED MAR 18 1982 
DATE SNTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN WOW TO COMPLETE NA TIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
MISTOBIC 

Goldthwai te B u i l d i n g 
ANO/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
QTf . TOWN 

Brockton .viaNirroF ^ , COUNTY 

Plymouth MA 
STATE 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCS 

SCALS 

Sketch Map 

no scale DATE 
March 1980 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY 30UN0ARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM RErERENCcS 

LYMAN 





6. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibi iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

UMT 

11 . Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
ytt$ eviii ielad atpnUlcenoe of IMs property wHMn Ihe ttais ts; 

al aaelt local 

h • ** - ' ^ - —' — ^ M a i A A « A ^ ^ f l ^ ^ s H A 

I ffveionc nveefvesen urncer wH^wiun 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date. Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 

















77 i-JORTH WASHINGTON STREET BOSTON MASSACHUStiTTS 02114 617/523-7040 

January 26, 1982 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State H i s t o r i c P reservation O f f i c e r 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

Re Goldthv/aite Block 
Howard Block 
Lyman Block ' 

This w i l l c o n f i r m t h a t the owners of the above rofer(--ncod 
p r o j e c t are f i r m l y i n accordance w i t h having our b u i l d i n g s 
l i s t e d i n the Na t i o n a l Regi;3ter o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

We b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s nomination as w e l l as .lesignal-ion 
would a c t us t o a s s i s t us i n preserving these 'ouili^ings. 
I n a d d i t i o n , i t w i l l act as a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n the 
r e v i t i l i z a t i o n of downtown Brockton. 

Again I would l i k e t o r e c o n f i r m e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y our l i s t i n g 
of our b u i l d i n g s f o r nomination t o the N a t i o n a l Rijgi.ster 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I f you have any questions I would be very h.tppy t o appear 
i n person or t o do v/hatevor i s n.^cossary to a^^sist your 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the completion of t h i s iiupoctant v/oik. 

Yours very t r u l y , 

G i l b e r t V. Boro 
Managing General Partner 
Brockton Centre Associates 

GVB/kf . . , j . , 

cc: Miguel Gomez-Ibanez 
Ray Faulkner 
Gerard F. Doherty, Esq. 
Edward Fish 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF KISTORIC PL.̂.CES 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
APRIL 15, 1982 

Name 

Camp Atwater 

Lyman Block 

Curtis Building 

'Goldthwaite Block 

Howard Block 

Location 

North Brookfield 
Worcester County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth C6unty 

Notified 

Honorable Edward P. Boland 
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A 


