FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic GOLDTHWAITE BLOXK

and/or common same

2. Location
99r1 05 Main Stfeet?

street & number

fcceivd MAR 18 1982

not for publication

city, town Brockton hj*frvicinity of congressional district
state Massachusetts code 025 couty Plymouth code 023
3. Ciassiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both X work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
tAmA Brnrktnn Centrfi Agj-"nriatps
street & number 77 North Wa-shingt.on Street.
city, town Boston vicinity of state  Massachusetts 02114

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Registry of Deeds

street & number Russel | Street

city, town Plymouth,

state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Mass.

Historical Inventory of the
nmonveal t h has this property been determined elegible? yes X, no
date 1976 federal state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical

city,town Boston,

Commission

state Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unaltered y original site
good ! ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The four story CGoldthwaite Building is located on Main Street in downtown Brockton, across
fromthe Citr Hal | (NR). It is surrounded by tliree other |ate nineteenth century build-
ings of simlar scale. The 1892 structure is the nost omanental of the group, being
faced with yel | ow Fonan brick andred terra-cotta.

The three upper floors of the facade are divided into three bays by masonry piers with
terra-cotta capitals. The center bay contains Eaired 1/1 sash at each floor. Those of
the top floor have arched heads and are set within the elaborate typanumof alarger
arch. Terra-cotta spandrels divide the lower floors; that dividing the third andfourth
floors is inprinted with the words "GADIHVA TEB. QK" while that dividing the second
and third floors reads "ANND DOMN - 1892".

The outer bays contain wood franed, copper clad orielswith three wndows at each floor.
The spandrels dividing each floor are enbossed with afoliate pattem Tae enframng.
pilasters carry aterra-cottafreize.

Wil e the upper floors remain today intheir original state, the street |evel storefronts
have been alterednany times. Asoriginally designed, twostores flanked acenter bay

t hrough whi ch one gai ned access to the upper floors. Sonetime inthe early twentieth
century, the first floor was converted to asingle store with the entry to the upper floors
shifted to oneside. In 1979, the building was converted to use as el derly housing, and
a three bay storefront was replaced which 1s simlar indesignto the original.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
~1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1892 Builder/Architect J. Vst wood

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Col dthwaite Block possess integrit?/ of location, design, setting, materials and
wor knmanshi p and, as amgjor |ocal exanple of Victorian commercial design, neets criterion
C

It issignificant both for the quality of its architectural detail and as an integral
part of the largest andnost promnent group of unaltered 19th century buildings renain-
ing inBrockton. Inmaterialsanddetail, it echoes the |landmark Brockton City Hall
(1883, NR, which isvisible across Main Street.

The Gol dthwaite Block was built in 1892 by Charles Herbert Goldthwaite to house the

"apot hecary" establishedin 1867 by his incle, Brerson Col dthwaite. The younger Gl d-
thwai te wvas bomi n Stoughton, M\ in 1861, andwas taken i n by his uncle after the death
of his father, aleather cutter, in1883. At that time, Enerson Goldthwaite operated a
dry goods storew th "drugs, nedicines, books, and stationery" ina wood frane building
on the site of the present structure. Enerson sent his nephewto the Boston School of
Pharnacy i n 1883, and when he graduated i n 1884, the Gol dthwaites established Brockton's
first "drug store." BEmerson soon retired, oEeni ng asmall loan office across the street
in the Bixby Building. By 1980, "CH Coldthwaite, Druggist” was i nbusiness by hinself.

The relative architectural opulence of the Goldthwaite Block indicates that Goldthwaite
was a successful nerchant who could afford to build alocal landmark. The buildingis

one of the fewcontenporaneous buildings for which the architect's nan@ was recorded.

Col dt hwai te enpl oyed a Scot snan naned J. Véstwood, who cane t o Brockton in 1890 to practice
architecture. Véstwood establishedhis own office inthe Goldthwaite Building when it

was finished, perhaps i n considerationfor having prepared the plans.

Gol dthwai te's newbuilding further established his pre-emnence as Brockton's druggist.
Acomercial directory of 1894 |ists himas a ngjor civic figure, doing "the |argest
‘cutrate' business of any druggi st outside Boston." The business continued until Gold-
thwaite's death in1930's.
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6. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other
9. Major Bibiiographical References

10. Oeographical Data

umr

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

ytt$ eviiiielad atpnUIcenoe of IMs property wHMn lhe ttais ts;

al aaelt local
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b
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
























77 i-FJORTH WASHINGTON STREET BOSTON MASSACHUSLtITTS 02114 617/523-7040

January 26, 1982

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer
294 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

Re Goldthv/aite Block
Howard Bl ock
Lyman Bl ock '

This will confirmthat theowners of the above rofer(--ncod
project arefirmy i naccordance with having our buildings
listed i ntheNational Regi;3ter of Historic Places.

VW Dbelieve that this nom nation as well as .lesignal-ion
would act us toassist us i npreserving these "ouili”ings.
In addition, i twill act as a significant factor i n the
revitilization of downtown Brockton.

Again | would like toreconfirmenthusiastically our listing
of our buildings for nomnation totheNational Rijgi.ster
of Historic Places.

If you have any questions | would be very h.tppy t o appear
in person or todo v/hatevor i s n.”cossary t o a*"sist your
organization i nthecompletion of this iiupoctant v/oik.

Yours very truly,

Gil bert V. Boro
Managi ng General Partner
Brockton Centre Associ ates

GvB/ kf R

cc: M guel Gonez-I|banez
Ray Faul kner
Gerard F. Doherty, Esqg.
Edward Fish



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER F KISTAR C LA GES
SIAIE  MSAALHEITTS

Cat e Ent ered ARL 15, 1982
Nane Location
Gp At water North Brookfield
Vidr cester Qounty
Lynan B ock Brockt on
Aymouth County
Curtis Building Br ockt on
Aymouth County
'Goldthwaite Block Br ockt on
Aymouth Gounty
Howard Block Br ockt on
M ymouth Gounty
Not i fied
Honor abl e Edvard P Bol and State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Brian J. Donnel | Ms. Patricia L. Véslowski
Honorabl e Edvard M_ Ken Executive Director, Missachusetts
Honorable Paul E Tsongas H storical Conmassion
. : : 294 \Vdshington Street
Md-Atlantic Regional Office, NS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office, NBS

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A



