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The building numbered 268 by the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad 
has a stone base, is made of clarke red brick, has brownstone lintels 
and sills, light red brick trim, and light red moulded brick surrounding 
the arches. The longitudinal axis is oriented in an east-west direction 
The east facade of the front portion of the building is four bays wide, 
two and one-half stories in height, has a stepped gable end, and red 
brick quoin detailing along its edges and those of its windows. There 
is an occulus in the center of the gable end which has four brownstone 
voussoirs. The side facade of the front portion is four bays wide. 
The section behind is one story high and has five round-arches doors 
along it sides, and two along its end. There is a brick dormer above 
each arched opening. Each has a pair of windows with brownstone sills 
and lintels. The eaves overhang fairly far and are supported by 
wooden brackets which rest on a brownstone shelf in the midst of 
combination pilasters/piers flank each doorway. Attached to the rear 
of this section are two wooden freight pavillions on platforms. 
There are six pairs of supports in the one closest to the station 
and four in the one beyond. The 2 story portion has an asbestos 
shingle roof as does the final shed section. All remaining roof 
surfaces including the dormers are flat-seam metal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Freight terminal 
constructed in 1888 is the sole surviving 19th century railroad 
terminal (freight or passenger) in Trenton, and as such it is the 
last industrial structure which conveys an impression of the railroads' 
role in Trenton's development.

In 1876 the Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad extended a railroad 
line into Trenton from its main line at Trenton Junction, now called 
West Trenton. It constructed a temporary wood station at the Willow 
Street location and a larger permanent wooden terminal in 1880. The 
second terminal was destroyed by fire and in 1888 the existing brick 
station was constructed. Francis H. Kimball (1845-1918) a JSew York 
architect designed the terminal. His best known works are the Catholic 
Apostle Church at West 57th Street in Manhattan, Emanuel Heights 
Baptist Church in Brooklyn (1885), the Montauk Club in Brooklyn, 
Christ Episcopal Church in Nashville, Tennessee (1887-1892) and the 
Reading Railroad Terminal in Philadelphia.

The Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad Company determined to 
profit from the burgeoning industrial activities in Trenton, 
particularly of the pottery, rubber and iron industries, and to 
build a line into Trenton from the west. However, in doing so it 
had to cross the tracks of the Mercer and Somerset railroad, controlled 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad which was the dominant rail line in the 
area at that time. This need to lay a "frog" - an intersection in 
rail talk - precipitated the "Frog War." The Pennsylvania Railroad 
kept a train standing at the designated intersection for months. 
The engine would run off on a switch to permit its own trains to 
pass. On Wednesday, January 5, 1876 when the switch occurred, a 
crew of workers from the D & BB blocked the line engine and proceeded 
to furiously lay the frog. The "Pennsey" brought in a crew of its own, 
a battle ensued and the National Guard was called in. But the frog 
had been created and service into Trenton commenced.

In May 1879 the line was leased to the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad Comapny and in 1885 two additional freight spurs were 
carried into East Trenton. The creation of the line contributed 
to Trenton's industrial development especially in the north and 
east and fostered residential growth particularly in the area of 
Hillcrest.
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The freight station is located in the North 25 project area, 
a renewal area, and it is the City's intention to rehabilitate the 
structure to serve as a focal point in the renewal area.


