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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Royal E. Robbins School po'sse.sses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling andassociations. | tremains as aninmportant conponent of Valthams
turn-of-the-century building canpaign, andalso provides a strong reflection of the
rapid growth of the South Side inthe late 19th andearly 20th centuries. Fittingly,

it v-as naned for a nan involved i nthe founding of the Waltham Watch Conpany, and it s
treasurer for Abyears. | tisalso asolid andwell executed exanple of a period school

with few alterations. The Robbins School neets criteria Aand Cof the National Regis- ,
ter of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within the community.

The Royal E Robbins School, 58 Chestnut Street, i s located onWalthams
South Side, inaresidential area of md-late 19th century houses. Rec-
tangular i nplan, this school represents arestrained foray into the Georgian
Revival Style. Constructed of brick with Iimestonetrim all of this building's
walls are formally finished. Themin facade i streated as a recessed 3-bay 3
segrment flanked by projecting wings. Particularly noteworthy are the main
entrance's enfranmenents. Here, nodern replacenent doors are situated within a
recessed area, reached viaa lowflight of granite steps. This recessed areai s
enframed by well-crafted nmoul dings, andi s surnounted by an entablature which

reads: "Arthur J. Clark Workshop". Above the entablature i s a dentil course
and cornice-headed lintel. Thefront doors are surnmounted by an 8-pane transom
The baserent features a broad, (cont)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain t herole owners played i nlocal or state
history and how t hebuilding relates t ot hedevelopment of the community.

The Roval E Robbins School was built in 1901. | twas naned f or Royal
El i sha Robbins, who for 45 years was treasurer of the American Wl t ham Wat ch
Gonpany and senior nenber of the firm of Robbins and Appl eton, distributing
agents for the conpany. He was "essentially one of the fathers of Anmerican
wat ch making, andthe people of Waltham recognizedthat, to himnore than to any
other man, the success of the city isattributable." He was born i nKensington,
a parish of Berlin, Connecticut, onMrch 10, 1824. During the raid-1840's,
after several years i n England, he started a business i n NewYork City as an
importer of English watches. | n My of 1857, he went to Waltham Massachusetts
in the interest of Tracy and Baker of Philidelphia, manufacturers of watch
cases. At that time the Boston Watch Conpany (predecessor to the Anerican
Val t ham Watch Co.) was i nfinancial ruin. Tracey, Baker and Robbins purchased

the Boston Watch Conpany, andhenceforth Royal E Robbins played a major role in .
the affairs of the newconpany - The Anerican VWaltham Watch Conpany. He diedat
his country home at Pride's Crossing, Massachusetts, onJuly 22, 1902. | n

addition to the schcoi at 58 Chestnut, a p”rk across the street fromthe

American Wal tham Watch factory was named i n honor of Royal b. Robbins(now a parking
lot)

(cont)

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Val tham City Docunents: 1900, 1901, 1902 g/g"
Abbot, Henry G, "A Pioneer History of the American Waltham Watch Conpany of
Wl t ham Massachusetts”, reprinted fromthe History of the Watch
Factories of Anmerica, Anerican Jeweler Print, 1905.



Royal E Robbins School #45
58 Chestnut Street

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, Royal Robin School, continued

|imestone watertable. Between floors 1 and 2, ar econtinuous, narrow, Ccourses
of brickworkdentils and|imestone. The third floor features rusticated
brickwork. | n general, wi ndows feature nodern replacement treatments. This

building i s crowmmed by a low hip roof, with a pair of tall chimeys projecting
from near the center.

H STCR C SI GNl FI CANCE. 58 Chestnut Street, continued

The story of the Royal E Robbins School begins on July 28th, 1900, when an
order appropriating $30,000.00 for a new pri mary school was approved. Sketches
were hastily selected andv/orking draw ngs conpleted of a six roombuilding. By
1901, a school building containing 8 roons (called the Royal E Robbins School)
was conpleted. By 1902, i tv,as noted that "since early in Septenber this
building has been i n use, althoughall the contracts were not at that time
conplete. Even yet the heating plant has not been entirely adjusted; but iti s
hoped nowthat soon it v;ill be putincondition togive entire satisfaction."”
In recent years it has been used t ohouse "special classes of ungraded children
on the elementary level." 1tssixroons are about 22' x 30', and have w ndow
sills four feet fromthe floor. During the 1960's, a branch of the Waltham
Public Library was located inthis building.
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