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I n d i c a t e n o r t h 

Address 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

58 Chestnut S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name 

School 

Royal E. Robbins 

Use Present A r t h u r J. C l a r k 
Community Workshop 

Original school 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1901 

Waltham C i t y Documents 1900 -Source 

Sty le Georgian Rev iva l 

Architect possibly Samuel Patch 

Exter ior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) b r i c k  
s t a i r w e l l added ( n . d . ) and r e p l a c e - 
ment sash f n . d . ) - o r i g i n s l l v 6/2 

C o n d i t i o n good 

Moved no Dati 

0-5^ 

n/a 

Acreage 22,610 sq.ft. >  

S e t t i n g Densely s e t t l e d 

area of m i d - l a t e 19th r.. honspq. 

UTM REFERENCE IC^I^lSU^O j^C^^2^SD 

USGS QUADRANGLE AJgyy/TOAj 

SCALE f- 2bj0;0O 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Com.m 

Date June, 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Royal E. Robbins School po'sse.sses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t remains as an important component of Waltham's 
turn-of-the-century building campaign, and also provides a strong r e f l e c t i o n of the 
rapid growth of the South Side i n the l a t e 19th and early 20th centuries. F i t t i n g l y , 
i t v.-as named for a man involved i n the founding of the Waltham Watch Company, and i t s 
treasurer for A5 years. I t i s also a sol i d and well executed example of a period school 
with few a l t e r a t i o n s . The Robbins School meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Regis- , 
ter of Histo r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eval u a t e i n terms of o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

The Royal E. Robbins School, 58 Chestnut Street, i s located on Waltham's 
South Side, i n a r e s i d e n t i a l area of mid-late 19th century houses. Rec­
tangular i n plan, t h i s school represents a restrained foray i n t o the Georgian 
Revival Style. Constructed of brick with limestone t r i m , a l l of t h i s building's 
walls are formally finished. The main facade i s treated as a recessed 3-bay >̂  
segment flanked by projecting wings. P a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy are the main 
entrance's enframements. Here, modern replacement doors are situated within a 
recessed area, reached via a low f l i g h t of granite steps. This recessed area i s 
enframed by well-crafted mouldings, and i s surmounted by an entablature which 
reads: "Arthur J. Clark Workshop". Above the entablature i s a d e n t i l course 
and cornice-headed l i n t e l . The front doors are surmounted by an 8-pane transom. 
The basement features a broad, (cont) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

The Roval E. Robbins School was b u i l t i n 1901. I t was named for Royal 
Elisha Robbins, who for 45 years was treasurer of the American Waltham Watch 
Company and senior member of the f i r m of Robbins and Appleton, d i s t r i b u t i n g 
agents f o r the company. He was "essentially one of the fathers of American 
watch making, and the people of Waltham recognized that, to him more than to any 
other man, the success of the c i t y i s a t t r i b u t a b l e . " He was born i n Kensington, 
a parish of B e r l i n , Connecticut, on March 10, 1824. During the raid-1840's, 
after several years i n England, he started a business i n New York City as an 
importer of English watches. I n May of 1857, he went to Waltham Massachusetts 
i n the i n t e r e s t of Tracy and Baker of Ph i l i d e l p h i a , manufacturers of watch 
cases. At that time the Boston Watch Company (predecessor to the American 
Waltham Watch Co.) was i n f i n a n c i a l r u i n . Tracey, Baker and Robbins purchased 
the Boston Watch Company, and henceforth Royal E. Robbins played a major role i n '• 
the a f f a i r s of the new company - The American Waltham Watch Company. He died at 
his country home at Pride's Crossing, Massachusetts, on July 22, 1902. I n 
addition to the schcoi at 58 Chestnut, a p^rk across the street from the 
American Waltham Watch factory was named i n honor of Royal b. Robbins(now a parking 

J 

l o t ) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

(cont) 

Waltham City Documents: 1900, 1901, 1902 g /g^ 
Abbot, Henry G., "A Pioneer History of the American Waltham Watch Company of 

Waltham, Massachusetts", reprinted from the History of the Watch 
Factories of America, American Jeweler P r i n t , 1905. 



Royal E. Robbins School #45 
58 Chestnut Street 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, Royal Robin School, continued 

limestone watertable. Between f l o o r s 1 and 2, are continuous, narrow, courses 
of brickwork dent i l s and limestone. The t h i r d f l o o r features rusticated 
brickwork. I n general, windows feature modern replacement treatments. This 
building i s crowned by a low hip roof, with a pair of t a l l chimneys projecting 
from near the center. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE. 58 Chestnut Street, continued 

The story of the Royal E. Robbins School begins on July 28th, 1900, when an 
order appropriating $30,000.00 fo r a new primary school was approved. Sketches 
were h a s t i l y selected and v/orking drawings completed of a six room building. By 
1901, a school building containing 8 rooms (called the Royal E. Robbins School) 
was completed. By 1902, i t v;as noted that "since early i n September t h i s 
building has been i n use, although a l l the contracts were not at that time 
complete. Even yet the heating plant has not been e n t i r e l y adjusted; but i t i s 
hoped now that soon i t v ; i l l be put i n condition to give entire s a t i s f a c t i o n . " 
In recent years i t has been used to house "special classes of ungraded children 
on the elementary l e v e l . " I t s s i x rooms are about 22' x 30', and have window 
s i l l s four feet from the f l o o r . During the 1960's, a branch of the Waltham 
Public Library was located i n t h i s building. 
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PROPERTY Robbins, Royal E., School 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001496 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


