
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
,294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

56-A 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black 5 white) 
Staple to l e f t side- of form 
Photo ntimber 

R o l l 7 frames 9A-15A 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 
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Recorded by 

Organizat ion U x b r i d g e H i s t o r i c a l 

Date 
(Commission 

May 1981 

Town U x b r i d g e 

Address 60 R i v u l e t S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name R i v u l e t M i l l C u ~ ^ p / f > ) i . 

Use: O r i g i n a l T e x t i l e M i l l ^ ^ 

Present Nelmor Co, 

O w n e r s h i p : • Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr iva te o rgan i2a t ion_ 

Public 

O r i g i n a l ownersoutnwick & Savles 

DESCRIPTION: ^ ^ '. 

Date 1866 - mid 20th c e n t u r y 

Source I n s u r a n c e A t l a s e s 

Style v a r i e d u t i l i t a r i a n s t y l e s 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 
m o s t l y b r i c k , c l a p b o a r d  

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c 'and c o n c r e t e b l o c k 

Outbuildings Former o f f i c e and b a r n on 

eas t s i d e o f R i v u l e t S t r e e t 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) 

See r e v e r s e f o r d e s c r i p t i o n o f 

a d d i t i o n 

Moved No Date 

J (Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets h*--e) 

Approx. acreage 9.56 ( O f f i c e s t ands on 
l o t 146A) 

Se t t ing r e s i d e n t i a l a rea excep t f o r 

f o r m e r pond and modern aluminum sheds 

wes t o f m i l l . 

Quadrangle: Uxbridge 
UTM: A 19 281381 4662720 

B 19 281250 4662540 
C 19 281120 4662640 
D 19 281250 4662750 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The R i v u l e t M i l l cons i s t s o f n ine s t r u c t u r e s loca ted on both sides 
o f R i v u l e t S t r e e t . The major manufactur ing b u i l d i n g s stand on the west 
s ide o f the s t r e e t and are dominated by the Main B u i l d i n g (#1 on map). 
B u i l t i n 1872, the Main B u i l d i n g (46' x 80 ' ) i s o f wood-frame c o n s t r u c t i o n 
set on a h igh founda t ion o f b r i c k and enclosed by a p i t ched r o o f . On the 
Main B u i l d i n g ' s east e l e v a t i o n i s a square-plan s t a i r t o w e r which o r i g i n a l l y 
had an open tower , now removed; sash i s nnostly 12/12 al though many windows 
are c u r r e n t l y covered over w i t h wooden screens (ca 1970-1980). 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET - ' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the bui lding relates to the development of the community) 

Although f i r s t developed f o r t e x t i l e manufactur ing i n 1814_j the 
o r i g i n a l R i v u l e t M i l l went out o f t e x t i l e p roduc t ion a f t e r 1823 and was 
used f o r other purposes u n t i l converted t o a shoddy m i l l by i t s new owners 
Richard Sayles and D. A. McBride i n 1364. I n 1866, Sayles & McBride enlarged 
the m i l l and added steam power to supplement tbe site^s smal l water power. 
Between 1865 and 1868 I s r a e l Southwick replacec/McBr i d e , and the pa r tne r sh ip 
o f Southwick & Sayles converted the m i l l to the manufacture o f k n i t t i n g y a r n . 
I n 1871 or 1873 the o r i g i n a l m i l l burned to the ground and was replaced by 
the present Main B u i l d i n g which was equipped to manufacture c o t t o n warps, 
a l though the m i l l was soon re-equipped and s a t i n e t s were manufactured here. 
By 1879 Moses T a f t had replaced Southwick and the newly formed f i r m o f Sayles 
T a f t & Co. was producing 30,000 yards o f s a t i n e t s month ly , employing 45 
o p e r a t i v e s . 

A f t e r 1910, the p roper ty was so ld by the Richard Sayles Woolen Co . , 
to the Br idge ton Worsted Co. and subsequently t o the Uxbridge Worsted Company 
i n 1919. Re- incorpora ted i n 1923 as the Uxbridge Worsted Company, I n c . , t h i s 
f i r m cont inued to own the m i l l a t l e a s t as l a t e as the mid 1950 's . 

The R i v u l e t M i l l possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , des ign , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and workman­
ship and i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the scale and des ign of l o c a l t e x t i l e m i l l s du r ing the 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I n a d d i t i o n , the M i l l and i t s s i t e possess h i s t o r i c a l assocat ions 
w i t h numerous manufac tu r ing ven tu res , beginning w i t h the f o r m a t i o n o f the R i v u l e t 
Manufac tu r ing Company i n 1814. The R i v u l e t M i l l meets c r i t e r i a A, B and C of the NRHP. 

ETBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " ' ' 
^ a r l o w & B a n c r o f t Insurance Survey: No. 417 5 Sayles & T a f t S a t i n e t Ay'y-' 

•'<T M i l l (June 16 , 1876); supplements to Ju ly 1886. 
Worcester County Reg i s t ry o f Deeds: Plan Book 19, p lan 1 1 , Proper ty o f 

Richard Sayles Woolen Co . , ( R i v u l e t V i l l a g e ) , Oct . 1910. 
Chapin 1881: 85 & 152 
Hurd 1888 I : 169 & 171 • 
Jewet t 1879 I I : 432-433 ' , , " .' 
Stone 1930 I I : 1966 .' A i ^ . 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 

Property Nane: R-.^^l^f 

Indicate eadi item on inventory form vSiidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ' 

South of the Main B u i l d i n g i 
storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g b u i l t 
o r i g i n a l m i l l . The B o i l e r & 
B u i l d i n g between 1910 and 19 
i s a 1-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
was o r i g i n a l l y connected to 
although a f u l l connector wa 
Str e e t i s a former s t o r e hou 
1886, and enlarged by a majo 
century. Later a d d i t i o n s t o 
b u i l d i n g (#8), ca 1900-1910 

s the B o i l e r & Engine House (#2), a thr e e -
i n 1866 when steam, power was added to i the 
Engine House was connected t o the Main 

25. The former Dye House & Repair Shop (#3) 
w i t h a low, sloping r o o f , b u i l t i n 1866; i t 

the B o i l e r & Engine House by a smoke stack, 
s added ca 1910-1925. Standing near R i v u l e t 
se ( # 4 ) , a l ^ ' s t o r e y b r i c k s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n 
r 2'Storey a d d i t i o n (#7) i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
the m i l l i n clude a 2'-storey wood-frame storage 

and a concrete-block storage shed (#9 ) , post-1950 

On the east side o f R i v u l e t S t r e e t i s the former company o f f i c e b u i l d i n g 
( # 5 ) , a l - s t o r e y frame s t r u c t u r e o f simple I t a l i a n a t e design, b u i l t i n 1881. 
East o f the o f f i c e i s an I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e barn arid c a r r i a g e shed, both of 
wood-frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , perhaps b u i l t i n 1881 or moved here from some other 
p a r t of the property i n the 1880's. 

Water-power f o r the m i l l was provided by R i v u l e t Pond, west of the 
m i l l which was dammed at a p o i n t behind the B o i l e r & Engine House. Water 
flowed t o water wheels beneath the m i l l ' s n o r t h end and subsequently through 
a t a i l r a c e beneath R i v u l e t S t r e e t . 

I n i t s present c o n d i t i o n , the R i v u l e t M i l l r e t a i n s good l o c a l examples 
of nineteenth-century i n d u s t r i a l design i n i t s simple Main B u i l d i n g ( a l t e r e d 
only c o s m e t i c a l l y ) . Engine & B o i l e r House, Dye House & Repair Shop, 1886 
Storehouse, O f f i c e and Barn. 

Staple to Inventory form at br^torn 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmmunity: 

UXBRIDGE 

Fonn No: 
56-199 

Property Name: Rivulet Mil l 

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iidi is being continued below. 

RIVULET MILL OWNERS LIST 

OWNER 

Nelmor Co., Inc. 
Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

John L. and Jeannette S. Stanovich 
Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

Donna M. A. Linthicum 
79 Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

Ernest P. and Doris E. Temple 
48 North Main St. 
Uxbridge, MA 01569 

George D. and Violet Stuart 
94 Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

Leo and Marg F i t z p a t r i c k 
81 Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

Roland E. McClure 
38 Hartford Ave. 
Uxbridge, MA 01569 

Howard M. nd Madeleine R. Sears 
94 Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

Michael S. Witek 
74 Rivulet St. 
North Uxbridge, MA 01538 

PROPERTY 

60 Rivulet St. 

Rivulet St. 

79 Rivulet St . 

99 Rivulet St. 

93 Rivulet St. 

81 Rivulet St. 

75-73 Rivulet St. 

94 Rivulet St, 

74 Rivulet St. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page Z> 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area 
MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Hayward, William, House Sntarad in the 
Hational Beglster 

Date/Signature , 

deeper ^ y ( L j ^ ^ u ^ . , ^ y u ^ /o /y/k^ 

Attest 

22. Holbrook, Sylvanus, House Entered In tka "feeper /?<JLU.,.̂ ,̂̂ ,..̂ .,̂ ^yc^ Z^/?/^3 
National Eeglster 

' ' ^ ^ A t t e s t 

23. Ironstone M i l l Housing and /Keeper /c//7A^ 
Cellar Hole Ent9r«a Itt ^ 

.... y.r '''••'-:''̂ ' National HegiBter Attest 

24. Judson-Taft House luSs^anHve: Review ^^eeper P.t.^ U..^ .r\n\<^7 

Entered in tJae 
25, Kensley, J . , House ftrllOIMJ' 

26 North Uxbridge School s tared I n tke 
la t lonal Beglstop 

27. Richardson, Dexter, House^^^^^^^ ^ ^̂ ĝ 

-̂  y * • •,; r/ iMtlofial Beglster 

28. Richardson, Joseph, Hous^^^^^^ ^ ^ 

' 'y..y':. • NatloDRl Begtster 

3Q̂  Sayles, Richard, House Entered la tka 
National BeglBter 

Attest 

I^Teeper TTy'i^^^^''--'^^-^-/^^ 70/777 ^ 

Attest 

/feeeper /y7(/tA'^i....,^..^^ 7<i/777 ̂  

Attest 

jt^pev ^ILA<.c^L^/dy^ /o/Ak^ 

Attest 

Keeper /:/![^^^:-^-n-.--e^^jg<-^ /c/7/p') 

Attest 

l̂ ^eeper .^^(jbA^^u^^i^/^yu..^ /g/?/.; 

Attest 

/deeper (0/lltA^''^^-/^Y^i^ _/±/2 /F3 

Attest 

j4i.iy„''L.!; •• L.va,'''^~:Mu:M'ik.r''''ii^i.:k^^^^ 



A 
WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Rivulet Mill Complex (Uxbridge MRA) 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
EH nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request 

Working No. 
AUG 2 61983 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
• Date Due: 

Action: _kyP!^C£PT. 

i&atereS In tKa RETURN 

Hartiooal Beglster REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity ^ - . ' . 
I I dates . ' ' ' ' 
Q boundary selection vyy'-.-^'^^yy'''. ^A'A^^^^AAs: 

.... .. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness • 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria i . 
CH justification of areas checked u 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 'y *" ,,.. 
CH relationship of integrity to significance y • r 
CH justification of exception 
• other 

•wtr%i Tr ,A. 

: .yy - • • j^ i^.H}yyie-^-:yy\. . ' 

•'..y ..,•-':•'"''. ^.,^t'r:^'J'ifOAci-iiH 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
...yA' •' 

:'^'IA- • ' l • 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

^in-

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

































Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299 



APR 29 1983 
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