United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Swanwyck, in New Castle County,
Delaware, reference number 77000387, was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National
Register on 3/17/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
Part ll, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5184. The attached nomination form

is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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EINAME
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HIE10RIC SWANWYCK
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EALOCATION
STAKET & NUMBER
65 Landers Lane . DY FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. JOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTAICT
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EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT ~-PUBLIC X—OCCUPLED _AGRICULIURE  _MUSEUM
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- Rodney Square
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
niLE
Historic American Buildings Survey, No. Del-4B
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DEPOSITORY FOA
SURVEY RECORDS Library of Congress
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CONDITION v CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
~EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED AUMALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE
--GOoD —NUINS X-ALSERED —MOVED DATE

K FAIN —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A product of the Regency period, Swanwyck is a two-story, three-bay structure,
covered by stucco laid over brick and encircled by an elaborate belt course. Lower
wings of more recent periods have been added to the north and west.

Framed by rectangular lichts and covered by a portico, the dual-door center
entry permits access to a center hall. The hall, backed by an open-hung stair,
connectes with rooms to the north and south within a basic rectangle and with one
to the west beyond the stair. The south room features a marble-faced mantel,
panelled closets into the side of the chimney breast, and dual doors giving egress
to the south. The rear, or west, room is panelled belew the chair rail and con-
tains a fireplace with marble-faced opening; again, dual doors open to the outside.
The north room has been altered by the installation of kitchen facilities. All
interior portals on the first floor arxe arched,

The second floor arrangenent is patterned on the first. However, the center
hall has been obstructed by a partition enclosing the stairway and closets at the
east end of the hall. In addition, the north room has been divided into a hallway,
bath, and bedrocm,

in the basement, the foundation walls are of stone rubble construction, with
brick supporting walls laid in common bond, One fireplace remains at the base of

the south chimney. The entire structure is hip-roofed with ceramic roofing tiles.

The staircase detailing, the pine floors, the plaster cornices in the main
rooms, the wainscot, and most of the other interior details survive intact. About
thre2 acres of the original farm remain undeveleoped to serve as a setting.,

The only major changes to the main house are the conversion of some French
doors into windows and the removal of the rear porch. When the French doors were
removed, their interior trim was left unaltered. There are ample records to allow
an adeqguate restoration of the porch.

The late Albert Kruse, FAIA, who survayed the property for the Historic
Pregervation Section, reported that the house "could be restored beautifully and
faithfully.” The late Harold Donaldson Eberlein had reported that the house had
been irreparably altered, but Mr, Kruse disagreed,
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
«-PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLARNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUAE  __RELIGION
—1400-1493 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTOAIC —CONSERVATION AW —SCIENCE
~-1500-1699 ~AGRICULTUAE —.ECONOMICS —UTERATURE —SCULPTURE
~-1600-1699 Y _ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION ~—MiILITARY ~-SOCIAL/HUMARITARIAN
~-1700-1788 —ART —ENGINEERING ~-MUSIC —THEATER
X—1800.1099 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSDPNY —~TRANSPORTATION
—1900- — COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTAY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~-DYHERISPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1813-18186 BUILOEA/AACHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

! Swanwyck has been called one of the most distinguished examples of Regency
; domestic architecture in the country, Its designer, Peter Bauduy, was an amateur
architect, preparing a house for his newly-married daughter.

Peter Bauduy was born Pierre de Bauduy de Bellevue, in Bordraux, France, in
dune of 1769. As a child he was taken to Santo Domingo, but returned to France
to enter the military service at age 17. He resigned his commission as lieutenant
after the fall of the Bastile and returned to Santo Domingo. In 1790, Bauduy married
Juliette Le Bretton des Chapelles, a schoolmate of Napoleon's Empress Josephine,

Wilmington became Bauduy's home after a slave insurrxection in 1791 caused him
to flea Santo Domingo. Peter Bauduy anglicized his name at the time he applied for
citizenship.

f . ;

Bauduy, as a leader of the French commupity in win'hi.ngi:[an, met Eleuthére Ixénée
du Pont in 1801, and joined in his business plans., Bauduy 4rranged for a purchase
of land along the Brandywine in 1801 from Jacch Broom, a signer of the Constitution.
Du Pont returned the favor by providing Bauduy with stock to start a flock of
! merino sheep. The two men cooperated in cperating a woollen mill on the Brandy-
wine in 1811; the next New Year's Day, President Madison drussed in a suit fashioned
from the first ; lece of cloth from their mill,

Bauduy's prosperity led him to purchase an estate south of Wilmington in
1805. Four years lator he built his home, Eden Park. Cora Marie Bauduy married
dean Pierre Garesche in 1813, Between that year and 1819, her father designed
Swanwyck for her. Wilmington lost a valuable citizen in 1819 when Paoter Bauduy
left for Cuba, .
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STATE CODE COuUNtY [=efs]
STATE ] ) CODE C'OUNW . CODE
EElFORM PREPARED RY

NAMEZ UITLE  ~ 1
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OAGANIZATION DATE
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs February 13, 1974
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.STA’I’E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE i5:
NATIONAL . STATE LaCAL .

A A

As the dusignated Stste Histarle Pieservation Officer for 1he National Historic Presarvation Act of 1986 {Public Law B9-665). 1
hataby nominate this propeety for inglusion fn the National Register and cortify that it has been ovaluated according fo the
ctiterla and procodures set forth by the National Park Service,

STATE KISTORIC PHESERVATIUN OFFICCR SIGNATURE

TITLE OAIE

R 8PS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS IHCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

GIRECTUR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: . DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

i
CL-SIYERTS ] I

S SN R 2o—ss §



faem No 10301
(Rev 10 74

UNITED STATES DEPAR. ENT OF THE INTERIOR A hrsustony
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
. RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM AT ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
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NAME

HISTORIC . Swanwyck
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A LOCATION
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5] MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE  United States Geological Survey, wilmington South

SCALE 1:24,000 DatE 1967
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1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
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Swanwyck New Costle
New Castle County
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