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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wapiti Ranger Station is a single~story, brown log cabin built in 1903. Originally
rectangular, two additions at the rear make the station today a U-~shaped structure.
Three stone chimneys pierce the roof, one in the original section and one in each
addition. The interior is entirely modernized for us as the forest ranger's
residence. A brown, split-rail fence, 175'x150' surrounds the cabin, separating it
from eight more recent structures bullt by the Forest Service nearby. The cabin
stands a few yards south of the North Fork of the Shoshone River, beneath the slopes
of a steep butte. U.S. Route 16 runs parallel to it some fifty yards south.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wapiti Ranger Station is the first ranger station built in the United States. As
such it represents better than any other building the beginnings of forest conservation
in this country, and a national concern for the preservation of our natural resources.

The Shoshone National Forest is the oldest in the nation, having been created by

President Benjamin Harrison in 1891.
point where it had to be divided into four divisions.

By 1902 the Forest had been expanded to the
W.H. Pierce, who owned a stock

ranch in the area, was appointed Supervisor of the Shoshone division, containing most

of the original preserve.
quarters building at Wapiti Ranger Station.

additions to the rear and many modern alterations inside.

Upon receiving his appointment, Pierce built a log head-
The structures still stands, with large

Prior to 1902, the strips of forest designated by President Harrison were standing
not primarily as forest reserves, but as property for a contemplated enlargement

of the Park itself.
Roosevelt created the first true national forest reserve in this country.

In 1902 the vast expansion authorized by President Theodore

Wapiti

Ranger Station was the first visible evidence of a new era in American attitudes
toward the natural beauty of their nation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The original Wapiti Ranger Station is part of a cluster of nine =Ranger Station structures
It is west of these later buildings and separated from them by a wooden rail adminis-
trative fence. The 0.37 acres enclosed provide an unobtrusive setting for the historic
structure. The boundaries are therefore defined by the administrative fence as shown

by the red line on the accompanying map A, labelled "Wapiti Ranger Station" and dated
July 1975. (conttd.)
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Beginning at the southeast corner of the administrative fence surrounding the Waniti
Ranger Station; thence westerly one hundred and seventy~five feet (175') along the
administrative fence to its southwest corner; thence northerly one hundred and fifty
feet (150') along the administrative fence to a point approximately fifty feet (50')
behind the northwest corner of the Ranger Station; thence easterly one hundred and
seventy-five feet (175') to a point one hundred and fifty feet (150') north of the
southeast corner of the administrative fence; thence southerly one hundred and fifty
feet (150') to the point of beginning.
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