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17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
Excellent 50 Good Foir

(Check One; 

] Deteriorated I I Ruins I I Unexposed

("Check One; 

Altered firl Unaltered

("Check One; 

Moved SI Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

St. Joseph's Catholic Church is a fine old red brick church 
which was built on a native limestone foundation extending about 
four feet above the ground.

Most impressive to one approaching the church are the two^ 
identical steeples towering over all the neighboring buildings 
and trees. These towers begin as squares and then are quite 
nicely transformed into octagons. This transformation is ex 
ecuted very gracefully by first cutting off the square corners 
at the clock level; the next logical step is an octagon roof with 
equal sides.

Even the interest of the steeple roof is not left to chance, 
with its band to strengthen the form and small windows to arouse 
curiosity. As the eye moves down the towers to the ground, the 
quality of masonry work makes a strong impression-. All details 
are carried out in brick, and this adherence to a single building 
material creates a design that enables all features to be in per 
fect harmony with one another.

The cross-shaped plan is echoed in the gable roof with rose 
windows below each gable. All lintels incorporate brick used in 
a radial pattern, and the sills are also brick. Further depth and 
richness is developed in the structure through the use of pilasters 
and simple dentil work below the roof eaves.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

G Pre-Columbian! G 16th Century 

G 15th Century G ftth Century

G 18th Century 

(K) 19th Century

20th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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Q Industry losophy

G Invention G Science

G Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Sociol/Human-
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G Military G Theater

I | Music G Transportation

[ ] Prehistoric

Q Historic

G Agriculture

53 Architecture

G Art

[ | Commerce

[ | Communications

[ | Conservation

G Urban Planning 

G Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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UJ 

UJ 
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St. Joseph's Parish in Topeka was organized in 1886 by 
Father Francis Henry, who was pastor for U6 years until his death 
in 1932, St. Joseph's was a German national parish where all 
services were held in the German ^Language. In the early years 
a two^story brick building afforded facilities for a church, 
school rooms, and pastor's quarters.

/Plans for a new church were delivered by the architect 
Staudaher of Rock Island, Illinois, on July 1, 1898. Construc 
tion quickly began and the greater portion of the church was 
built in 1899* The availability of funds determined the amount 
of work which was completed each year. Except for theXurnish* 
ings, it appears the building itself was completed byj.901. 
The altars were purchased in 190U, the pipe organ in 1906, and 
the final project was the paving of the street and the frescoing 
in 1909.

St. Joseph's Catholic Church is an outstanding Kansas 
example of a large 19th century brick church building. The 
architectural style shows Romanesque influences.



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES :

Blaufuss, Very Rev. A. J., '»A Brief His 
Kansas, 18&7-1937," Diocese of Les 
Parishes and Churches Within the I

Jtory of St. Joseph's Church, Topeka, 
ivenworth, Historical Sketches of
Jiocese, Book B. TJD. 26^-976.

(Kansas State Historical Society Library)

]/lp. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 
————————— ————————————————————————— ____________________ |
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ° 

NE ° °
SE 0 i H 0 • • 1 m 

C\JU O * m O i •

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Charles L. Hall, Architectural Consultant
ORGANIZATION D A»T E

Kansas State Historical Society floyember 13, 197C
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West Tenth St.
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka
12, STATE Lj AISOK OFFICER cfeRTlFlCATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State SD Local Q

Name ' ^ V/i (c N - \} \ \_L( L\^
Nyle^H. Miner 

Tuie Executive Secretary, Kansas Stat
Historical Society 

Date November 17, 1970

STATE CODE

Kansas 66612 — 20 —
NATIONAL REGISTER VILIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic ̂ Preservation

FtB 2 4 1971
Date

ATTEST: 

/ "// * i / / /

^Keeper of The faTionarR^gisferjflT^I

JAN 2i 1971
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