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1. Name of Property______________ _____ __________
historic name McCall, Thomas, House
other names/site number Tetrault, Francois, House

2. Location
street & number 102 4th Avenue SW N/A | | not for publication
city, town Faribault LJ vicinity
state Minnesota code MN county Rice code 131 zip code 55021

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
fxl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
i I public-Federal

Category of Property
H] buiiding(s)
I I district
CUsite
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

1

Name of related multiple property listing:

Noncontributing 
Q buildings 
0 sites 
Q structures 
1 objects 
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _____Q_____

0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the 
L_j nomination LUetfefest tor determii

In my opirjkJnT the properwK meets-

Signature of ceft?fymg_official\
£

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
lation of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
g_meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
Ejdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJ See continuation sheet. /

\ lan R. Stewart Date- '
riATYiii'v- £l-At-<=> Hn RtTfri r PT£»SAr'V£i-h-i rm Off-ir-f^r

State or Federal agency and bureau Minnesota Historical Society

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. LJ See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hejeby, certify that this property is:

Q/fentered in the National Register.
I ] See continuation sheet. 

I ] determined eligible for the National
Register. [_J See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I""! removed from the National Register. 
O other, (explain:) ___________

Entered i^ t£"*

3 >

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single dwelling
Education/day school

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single dwelling_____

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
Italianate

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation limestone________
walls limestone

roof _ 
other

asphalt/shingle
stone quoins and hoods 
wooden brackets

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

See continuation sheet

See continuation sheet
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The Thomas McCall House is a detached two story dwelling situated on a corner lot. 

Constructed of locally quarried limestone it is a simple rectangle with side-hall 

plan. The structure is rendered in the Italianate style with features that include 

corners defined by heavy stone quoins, segmental arched 2/2 windows with heavy 

stone hoods, a hipped roof and wide eaves supported on pairs of ornately carved 

wood brackets at the sides of each bay, and a decorative band of inverted fleur de 

lis-like dentils that visually support the broad overhanging eaves.

The main (east) facade on 4th Avenue SW has two bays. The first story displays a 

wooden entry porch and door with a rounded stone arch opening to the south and a 

tail, segmentally arched window with stone hood, keystone and sill to the north. 

The second story displays two windows with the same hood and sill treatment.

The secondary (north) facade along First Street SW displays a similar treatment to 

the east facade rendered in three bays. The three windows on the second story and 

the two easterly windows on the first story have heavy stone hoods with 

keystones and sills. The •'//esterly bay on the first story exhibits a projecting 

wooden three windowed bay. Because of the sloping grade at the corner, the 

windows of the basement and a basement door play in the composition of the north 

facade.

There have been sensitive additions to the structure in the form of a single car 

garage at basement level to the west on the north facade, and a one-story stone 

wing to the south elevation. In 1985 the entrance porch on the main elevation "was 

reconstructed, the original having been removed in the early 1930s; a one-story, 

two room soft brick structure, 21' by 21', to the south side of the main structure 

was removed and a stone wing constructed; the chimneys were rebuilt from the 

roof line up; and a period fence was brought in from Wisconsin and erected on the 

property.
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It is believed that when built, circa 1868, the structure had a Mansard roof with 

dormer windows. This has been verified with historic photographs, an early 

panoramic view of Faribault, and a letter from a former resident. The existing 
hipped roof, built ca. 1908, provides a second generation profile for the structure.

Alterations to the McCail House are typical of the stylistic renovations to Faribault's 

residences and do not seriously compromise the outstanding craftsmanship of the 
house nor the original architectural detailing of the facades,



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

EH nationally EH statewide ["%] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I JA E 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A E

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture

Period of Significance 
circa 1868- 1880

Cultural Affiliation
N/A_______

Significant Person
1

Architect/Builder
McCall. Thomas

Significant Dates
r. i i-r 1 fi fi
circa 1908

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

See continuation sheet

See continuation sheet
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The Thomas McCall House is significant within the context of Faribault's aesthetic 

development as demonstrated through the built environment. (This context spans 

the Minnesota Historical Society contexts: Early Agriculture and River Settlement 

and Agricultural Development and Railroad Construction) The context encompasses 

the activities, institutions and structures -which represented the community's 

aspirations for physical beauty and culture as expressed through craftsmanship, 

art and architecture. Buildings significant within this context exhibit a high degree 

of architectural sensitivity and special attention given to scale, stylistic vocabulary, 

use of quality materials, and master craftsmanship..

Within that context, the Thomas McCall House is significant as one of Faribault's 

largest and most elaborate houses constructed of native limestone and as a refined 

example of French Second Empire and Italianate influences on the mid-to-late 19th 

Century architectural fashion. It is also significant for its close association with 

iocai master stone mason Thomas McCall and is a fine example of his mastery of 

stone cutting and masonry..

Locating on the Straight River the early Faribault residents had easy access to high 

quality limestone deposits within a mile of the Faribault settlement. Faribault's 

first three quarries were opened in the mid-1850s and owned separately by 

Alexander Faribault, Charles Wood and M.N. Pond. This indigenous natural 

resource, combined with the development of major religious and state institutions 

and their need for facilities, served to draw master craftsmen and designers to 

Faribault, Stonemasons William E, Jones, Edward Goodman, Thomas and Cormack 

McCall came to Faribault to work on the large stone contracts being generated by 

these institutions. Similarly, architects Henry Congdon of New- York City, Cass 

Gilbert of Saint Paul, and Willcox and Johnston of Saint Paul worked on large 

commissions and have left a legacy of finely designed, native limestone buildings in 

Faribault.
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There are many factors which contribute to the aesthetic quality of a particular 

place. Faribauit, Minnesota, is a community which, partially through fate and 

partially through insightful planning, achieved a high standard of civic pride. Early 

practices of social justice and tolerance did much to affect the enduring social and 

economic prosperity of the community. Proximity to natural building blocks did 

much to affect Faribault's architectural prosperity.

As the community and its institutions grew, so did civic and personal pride. The 

fins designs which flourished from the 1860s to the early 1900s were not, however, 

limited to public or ecclesiastical architecture; the designs of private homes 

displayed the same pride and sophistication as their more imposing institutional 

neighbors. The same entrepreneurs who were building elaborate Italianate 

commercial blocks on Central Avenue (then Main Street) were also building 

exquisite, highly refined Italianate and Queen Anne style homes in Faribault's 

residential neighborhoods.

The Thomas McCall House is a fine example of a refined style rendered in native 

limestone by a master stone mason for his own residence. The structure was built 

circa 1868 and, according to historic photographic documentation, an 1888 panoramic 

view of Faribauit, and a letter from an early resident, was designed in the French 

Second Empire style. The early residence displayed the distinctive Mansard roof 

with roof dormers that gained American popularity in the Northeast and the 

Midwest. Below the distinctive roof line the features of the Second Empire building 

were very closely related to the concurrent style, Italianate. The bracketing of the 

eaves, window and door shapes and crowns were similarly treated with elaborate 

hoods and varying degreed arches.

The French Second Empire popularity -was fleeting and by the mid-1880s the once 

"modern" Empire style had fallen from vogue. The house retained Second Empire 

status until ca. 1908 when under the ownership of Francois Tetrault, also a stone
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mason and contractor (no oral or written record exists of his works), the Mansard 

roof was removed and replaced with the existing low pitched hipped roof. It is 

believed that the inverted fleur de lis banding under the eaves was also added by 

Tetrault at the time of the roof modification. The metamorphoses of residential 

architecture from one style to another is a common occurrence in Faribault as it is 

throughout the United States.

The stone structure which already shared a stylistic vocabulary with the 

Italianate, took on the identity it displays to this day, The Thomas McCall House, as 

it now stands, is Faribault's largest and most stylish limestone residence rendered 

m the Itaiianate style. Although the overall scale and composition of the house was 

altered with the removal of the roof, the main architectural significance of the 

house, its finely crafted stone facades, is not altered.

Thomas McCall came to Faribault in 1862 with his brother, Cormack McCall. The 

McCall brothers were stone masons who had worked on buildings in the east, 

including Saint Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. A listing of the buildings 

constructed by the McCall Brothers includes the Episcopal Cathedral, the Memorial 

Chapel, Shumway Hall, Seabury Divinity School, Johnston Hall, Mott Hall, and the 

Faribault City Hall.

Thomas McCall resided in this large structure for approximately 10 years. Circa 

1880 the McCalls moved into the more modest brick structure across First Street at 

28 4th Avenue SW, The abstract notes that the stone house was sold by Thomas 

McCall & wife to-Angelia A. Jackson in 1878.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (IMPS): N/A
O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register

I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
ID designated a National Historic Landmark 

] recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # __________________________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #__________ __

1X1 See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
Ucl State historic preservation office 
dH Other State agency 
O Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
d Other 
Specify repository: 
Fort Snellina History Center
Saint Paul, Minnesota

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
A H iRl UlTiflh iQiQl 

Zone Easting
Cl . I I I i I . , I

I4»9l0i3l8i0i0 
Northing

B I . I I I i
Zone Easting

Dlil I I i

Northing
I i I i

N/A I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property occupies the
North 87 feet and east 82 feet of Block #5, except for the west 50 feet 
and south 78 feet thereof, Dan Faribault Addition.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the portion of the city lot historically associated 
with the property, City legal description.

ftj / jz{ I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By ___ __ ___________
name/title ___ 
organization __ 
street & number 
city or town __

Thomas R. Zahn
Thomas R. Zahn & Associates, Inc. 
807 Holly Avenue_______________ 
Saint Paul ____ ____________

date December 7. 1988
telephone (612) 227-9989
stateMinnesota zip code 5 b I U 4
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