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The John R. Hulet House is a brick structure one and a half stories in
height. 1Its asymmetrical massing covers an area 40 feet wide by 46 feet
deep. The main body of the house is composed of two intersecting wings
surmounted by a cross gable, asphalt shingled roof. A corbelled chimney
projects through the roof ridge at each gable.

The main roof of the house is detailed with bracketed boxed eaves and
returns, and a plain board frieze. Bargeboards at the gables are
articulated with scalloped carving. All original window openings are
dowbkle hung sash with exposed timber lintels.

The house is sited on a large lot at the north west corner of Hulet Avenue
and Smith Street in the original Snowflake townsite. The main facade faces
east with the ridge line of the roof parallel to the street, giving the
appearance of a symmetrical mass.

The front porch, which extends the length of the front facade, is covered
with a hipped, asphalt shingled roof. The porch is detailed with a plain
wood entablature and a moulded cornice. It is supported by four turned
wooden posts and two engaged posts of identical detailing. The original
turned spindle work, jig-cut brackets, porch railing and turned wooden
ballustrade have been removed. The wooden porch deck has been replaced
by a concrete deck of the same size.

The main facade was originally composed of three openings; two one-over-
one double hung sash windows separated by a central, transomed doorway.

The window on the north has been modified to accept a contemporary door

and the original doorway has been infilled with brick, although the wood
lintel is still exposed. '

Extending the length of the south wall of the west wing of the house is

a second porch. Its pitched roof projects from below the eave of the main
roof and is supported by three turned wooden posts and a single engaged
post. The engaged post abuts an extension of the rear addition of the
house.: The porch is detailed with turned spindle work and brackets, and
the original wooden porch deck is still in place. A transomed doorway and
a single one-over-one double hung sash window occur on the south wall
below the porch.

A single story brick addition to the main body of the house occurs along the
west gable wall extending flush with the south porch and continuing along
the north wall of the rear wing of the house. The roof plane is pitched
and is contiguous with the roof of the south porch. It is covered with
asphalt shingles which replace an earlier standing seam metal roof. Window
openings along the addition are discrete and consist of two-over-two double
hung sash windows. This addition was constructed between 1896 and 1901.

A contemporary frame lean~-to addition occurs on the north gable wall. It

is sheathed with scored plywood and has a composition roof.
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The John R. Hulet house is significant for its architectural character-
istics and for its historic association with John Hulet, one of the
leading figures in the development of the mercantiling trade in north-
eastern Arizona.

Constructed between 1883 and 1886, the house may be the earliest fired
brick residential structure remaining in Snowflake. Fired brick as a
construction material was not used extensively in the community until
about 1890. The earliest use of locally fired brick was in the con-
struction of the Snowflake Stake house, built in 1883.

In addition, the house retains most of its integrity of craftsmanship
and construction method. Although not the largest or most elaborately
detailed residential structure in Snowflake, it is one of the best pre-
served examples of a modest late Victorian cottage in the community.

Distinctive features of the house, such as the full width front porch,

turned wooden detailing, scalloped bargeboards, bracketed eaves, and ex-

posed timber lintels, still remain intact or are recoverable. Other

houses in the community of this period were constructed with similar
detailing, but most have been modified or altered. The Hulet house is
noteworthy for the degree to which its overall original design

and historic fabric remain preserved.

The structure also exemplifies the local house form common to the area;
two intersecting wings surmounted by a cross gabled roof, with the roof
ridge of ‘one :wing and: corresponding front facade parallel with the
sStreet.

John Hulet was the organizer of the Snowflake Co-operative store and
superintendant of the Arizona Co-operative Mercantile Institute (ACMI),
two mercantile establishments instrumental in the early commercial devel-
opment of Snowflake and Navajo County.

Born in Springville, Utah in 1851, he arrived in Snowflake in 1879 and
the following year he organized the Snowflake Co-operative store. He
served as its manager until 1888 when the Co-operative store merged
with the ACMI.

Hulet served on the ACMI board of directors, was treasurer, secretary,
and superintendant, and was the largest stockholder in the concern.
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The ACMI, first organized in" 1881 by Erastus Snow and Brigham Young, Jr.,
was a co-operative mercantile establishment largely responsible for the
early success of the pioneer Mormon communities in northeastern Arizona.
It served as a parent store to supply other Stake stores and settle-
ments. The business began with dry goods and groceries, soon expand-
ing to include furniture, wagons, and farm machenery.

The ACMI suffered many setbacks in its half century of existence.

Among the most significant was the exodus of many leading Mormon families
to Mexico to escape polygamy persecutions. These people withdrew their
support to the ACMI and took out supplies to reimburse them for their
intrest in the co-operative. Additional losses were attributed to the
overextension of credit to the surrounding Mormon communities.

John Hulet married three times to three daughters of Jesse N. Smith,
early Snowflake pioneer and first president of the ACMI. Hulet died in
1925, seven years prior to the closing of the organization which he
helped found.

The John R. Hulet house is a significant evidence of a well preserved
local architectural style. 1Its historical association with John Hulet
and his accomplishments toward the development of the community also
lend to its significance.




