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The Fisher mansion is a three-storey building of the
Neo~Classical Revival style. Built of Coal Creek lava, a
highly polished stone quarried near Denver, it is simple in
effect with broad expanses of plain wall surface and level
roof lines. Relieving the austerity are insets of hand-carved
stone of contrasting color and artistic design- set in the
third storey walls. The huge arched front door is matched
' in grandeur by the front portico which occupies the center
third of the front (West) facade. The two-storey semi-cir-
cular portico, which forms a bolcony for the third-storey,
is supported by two huge Doric columns at the front of the
portico, and two pilasters at the rear. Below®the columns,
one on either side of the stairs leading to the portico, sit
two carved stone lions.

A two-gtorey high portico projects from the south facade.
It is supported by four columns, and also is topped by a stone
railing, forming a bolcony for the third storey on that side.
To the north, is a one-storey wing of the same lava stone
which houses the ballroom (converted to auditorium)and stage.

The classical detgiling on the building is careful and
complete, giving it a feeling of severe grandeur.

Though gome interior changes have been made, as noted in
the Statement of Significance, this description in Denver's
Historic Mansions, written by Edith Eudora Kohl in I957 gives
a glimpse of the beauty of the home as the Fishers: knew it.

"No expense had been spared in the building of this home,
and it was the interior that made the Fisher house a fabulous
showplace.

"In addition to the solid walnut and mahogany finish used
in the building of stairways and reception hall, many rooms
were finished in bird's-eye maple and rosewood. A great
library and host drawing-room on the third floor, where the
host could entertain his friends, were paneled in solid nahogal
William Garrett Fisher had spent a fortune collecting original
paintings by -famous artists.

"The art gallery and ballroom, added later as a special
wing, is said to have cost $75,000 although it was built in
a day of cheap labor and materials. The walls of this wing

are finished in rich satinwood imported directly from Argenting,

highly polished and hand-carved French mirrors sixteen feet
high are impaneled in the walls. At one end is a huge stage
with special artistic lighting features; this stage accommodat
a full orchestra and boasts a full-sized motion picture screen
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

fin, Widliam Garnett Fisher was atiracted to (olorado not
because of gold but because of Zhe profits Zo be made in
menchandising., He was bonn in 71844 in (ambridge, New Yonrr,
served in the ([ivid "an in Zhe Black Honse [avadry, and laten
worked in Jowa (City with ). B. Daniels. ‘'hen faniels gpened
a store in Denven in 1870 F.isher became an employee. n 1872
he became Daniels’ paritner. JIn 1873 he mannied Mary Frances

henny. fn. Fisher served as finet Vice President of zhe

ondolidated flectric Light (o, and oniginated Zhe "Feastival
of Mountain and Plairn”, which becane an’annual Zﬁfai&, fle
left his greatest achievemeni in the [aniels and Fishens
Stone andgiﬁe Zowen which s2idl nises oven Denven's downtown
area, flis death in 7897 came jusit a yean aften the home on
ng§;55ibowa4 finished. His wife added the annex at a cosi
of 575,000,

" "Thene have been five ownens since the Fishens, Jn 7922
it was used by the (odonado National Bank fon offices and the
Univensity of Healing Ants as a (hinropractic clinic., JIn 7942
The Brothenhood of #he "hite Temple owned the house. The
Rocky Min, Moton Taniff Bureau owned i# in 7947, and Howand R,
and Deulah D). (Chenne bought it in 71957, J# is now used as
the Intennational flouse restaurant and club and the 3nd £Loon
La nented out as office space,

The house itself has been much changed since the grand
days of the Fishens* The exienion, wizh®its cui? lava stone,
is enoded badly. O0f note op the internion is the canved
mahogany stairway with beautiful crests and shields, ihe
hand-canved built-in buffet with beveled glass and minnons,
the breahfast noom Zﬁ walnut paneling with an aZiractive
Lineplace. The wood flooning is covened by linoleum in the
hallways., Much of #he paneling elsewhenre iaa been painted.
The fixtunes ane not oniginal.” The annex has been complotely
aliened, and though it could still seat 200 people thene is
no grandeun on elegance. Jntemnaéional;ﬂddpq_dgeg_npi seem
interested in the 6uilding'A kiaioay and ih predenvation oﬁ
its featunes whenreven possible and pracitical. -

. N . o f ' . oy . o " ‘-.._" o
*Note: " The author-is-referring to interior rather
than exterior changes.
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¢ qfﬁﬁfﬁﬂmﬁﬂ 8. Statement of Significance

7 1t should be noted that though the remainder of the Daniel
and Pisher store in downtown Denver was razed as part of Denver
Urban Renewal program, the tower of the building was saved and
designated as a Denver Historic Lsndmark in 1968. It is also
on the National Register of Historic Places. As Edith Kohl
notes, "When Figher built his fabulous mansion, 1600 Logan
Street became a landmark of the merchant king just as the
store's tower had been for years. The designer was Frank E.
Edbrooke, who built the Tabor Opera House of Denver, nationally
famed for its lavish features."

In his recent work, Historic Demver, The Architects and Th¢
Architecture, 1858-1893%, Hichard Brettell discusses the sig-
nificance of Edbrooke and his architecture to Denver:

"There were three major architects in nineteenth century
Denver:. Frank E. Edbrooke, William Lang, and Robert Roeschlaubj..
These three architects stand without question as the strongest
architects of the city during their lives-architects whose
works wexre oonstantly mimicked, copied, and challenged by their
lesser contemporaries.

"Frank E. Edbrooke (1840-1918) was almost 51ngle-handedly
responsible for the architectural maturlty of Denver's Downtown
in the late 1880's and 1890's.”

——
o

W

ot

Edbrooke designed the Fisher mansion in about 1895. Thoug
different from his eclectic and exuberant pre-crash buildings,
it is equally expressive of the mood of the city as it settled
down to a more sober and solemn existence. As Brettell states,
"Frank E. Edbrooke survived the cras\W. of 1893 with some succespb.
His prominence in the city was preserved, and he was the pre-
eminent architect of post-crash Denver as he had been the
pre-eminent architect of pre-crash Denver. His buildings of
the later nineties and the early years of the twentieth century
are noticeably blander and probably poorer than his commercisal
structures of the late eighties and ealy nineties, but they are
in no way bad buildings. Edbrooke participated in the broad
evolution into a drier and more appropriate architecture which
characterized almost all the architecture in America of the
1890's. He, like most of the architects of his generation who
lived into the twentieth century, concentrated his efforts to
refine, consolidate, and civilize American architecture. The
architecture in America at the end of the century was good,
solid, respectable, and almost self-consciously dull architecture,
an archlgecture which ended an old century more than it began a
new one,

The work of William Garrett Fisher still lives on in Denvep.
Though the May Company, a national department store chain,
bought the Daniels and Fisher store, it was stipulated to that,
in this area, the store would be named the May-~D&F, and that
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is what it and its many braunches in the Denver area are still
called. PFisher's dream of a great merchandising mart, growing
with the West just as he had, has come true.

The importance of preserving this stately mansion which
sits with pride in the deteriorating Capitol Hill district
cannot be overstated. It is a landmark of the city, both
becauge of its owner and its architect. Perhaps Edith Kohl's
comment concerning the carved lions which still guard the
entrance to the mansion best sums up the importance of this
building as a symbol of the spirit which made Fisher, and the
city of Denver in that era, great! "The stone lions at the
doorway became a symbol for these Empire builders -- some said
they denoted strength and fearlessness to achieve.”
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