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_ object
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n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling/mansion
Domestic/secondarv structures

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Romanesgue Revival/Shingle Style

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 building
sites
_structures
__ objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instmctions)

Domestic/single dwelling/residence
Social/conference center, function facilitv

Materials
(Enter categories from instmctions)
foundation  Stone/brick

walls Stone/brick/wood shingles
roof Slate/asphalt
other

(Descrit)e the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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General Description of Oggood Hill

Osgood Hill isa 153.15-acre complex which congsts of agatehouse (Ao referred to asa
porter's house, building 1 on Sketch Map), the main house (building 2 on Sketch Map), adable and
carriage house (both located to the northeast of the main house, buildings 3 and 4, respectively on
Sketch Mg ), and a gardener'shouse (to the eedt of the main house, building 5 on Sketch Map). All
dructures are original to the etate and were dl designed by the Boston architectura firm of Hartwell
& Richardson. Congtructed between 1884 and 1886 the dtructures are designed in the Romanesgue
Revival and Shingle Styles reminiscent of the work of H. H. Richardson. Landscgpe architect
Emest W. Bowditch was regponsible for the siting of the buildings and the course of the roads and
paths, as well asthe design of the origina landscgpefedtares Roughly 145 acresof the etate,
which rises up from the shoreof Lake Cochichewick, isdensdy covered by trees and tmderbrush.

Gatehouse (1 on Sketch Map)

The best example of the extent to which the buildings a Osgood Hill emulate the work of
Henry Hobson Richarson isthefi el dstonegatehouse which bearsa striking resamblance to
Richardson's design for Frederick L. Ames gatelodge in North Easton, Massachusstts, builtin
1880-1881. Stevens gatehouseisthe first building one sses upon gpproaching Osgood Hill. Only
35 feet from the dreet, the gatehouse, or as Mosss T. Stevens referred to it, the gardener's cottage, is
located to the west of the road leading into the estate (Photo 3, and Drawing 1). It meesures30'in
width and 47' long. Thewallsae congructed of Braggville granite purchased from Norcross
Brothers of Worcester, Massachusetts, and shipped to North Andover by railroad from aquarry in
Holliston, Massachusdtts (Roper, "Osgood Hill", 3). Brick isussd tof ramethe windows and isdso
employed in the landings of the porches of the main entry a the eest Sde of the building and in the
back entry on the north sde. The hip roof with its degp eaves aross gablesand dormers iscovered in
red date, smilar to that used on the main house. Copperri dgeflashingand hip nobs add detail to the
roof.

The entire sructure is apicturesque combination of architectural dements. The south facade
of the building extendsthe frill 39-foot v/~dth of the house and wrgps around to the eedt in asolid
bow, more like a short tower, that istopped by ahalf-conical roof A first-floor window and large
roof dormer, with asingle window, centers the south feBade. A covered porch, 14 feet wide and 7
feetin depth isthe focal dement of the eest faBade. Thisisthe main entry porch of the building. To

(continued)
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the north of this porch isagabled projecting stairwell. The north end of the building isthe rear of
the dwelling. A one-gory shed, 23' in width, extends nearly across this faBade and is covered by a
doping roof. The shed provides sscondary acoess to the house and basament as well as some
dorage. Abovethe shed is awide dormer with double windows. The building'swest sSdeis 39
long and is broken by four windows on the first floor. A dormer with double windows bregksthe
roof linetowards the north end of thisdevation. Windows are mostly 24-over-2, double-himg, wood
sash. The curved rubble-stone wall leading to the house and up to the main entry to the edate
significantly adds to the charm of the building which gppears to have organically grown on its Site,
rather than having been congtructed.

The interior of the cottageis deceptively large. The cottageis entered through the porch and
door onthe eedt faBade. A contemporary erchitecturd critic, Smply identified as "M.C.S." took
goecid note of the cottage in a 1886 description of the recently completed estate. Of the gate house,
M.C.S. commented:

It isacharming cottege, just abit too finewithin for the ideal

simplicity of g0 tiny ahome, but after all, not out of accord with our
American ideas which give more and more of refinement to our humble
homes The largest room in the cottage isthe parlor, facing the road; one
comer of thisisabit of alibrary, and the oppodte end, shidded by a
creen, isthe place for the dining table. Close by thisisthe door intothe -
kitchen, which opens, like the parlor, into the coal little entry, fromwhich
aflight of sairs reaches a passage acove, opening upon threefairly good
Szed chambersin the roof

The origina floor plan remans unchanged, as do mos of the original finishesof the interior. Oak
wainscoting and flooring and the wood fireplace mantel and tiled facing are intact. The first floor
kitchen and bathroomfixtureshave been replaced, and theirfl oorscovered with vinyl yard goods,
but these are the only significant changes to theinterior.

Main House (2 on Sketch Map)

Exterior

The expandve main house (95' x 42") ishbuilt of red brick with brownstone belt courses, and red

(continued)
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daeroof (Photos 4, and 7 through 10). More specifically, the basament rests on afoimdation of
West Andover Ledge Stonewith itsthick brick wallsrisingto aheavy browngone watercourse.
Brownstone quoins dso ddinegte the foundation comers, most obvioudy on the eest fabade. The
exterior wall fabric isred brick laid in common bond with abasket work band of brick abovethe
sscond floor windows. Roper attributes the inspiration for this decorative pattem to H. H.
Richardson's Anderson House, now demolished, inWashington, D. C. which was constmcted in the
same year as Ames gatehouse, 1881. (Roper, "Good Inland Town", 35; Hitchcock, 221-222) Belt
coursesof brownstone wrap around the window lines of the first, second, and third floors. Windows
rest on sillsof brownstone which are worked into the beltcourses, and famed-brick lintels emphasze
the windows of the first and sscond floors.

In his architectura study of North Andover, Steven J. Roper obsarved of the manson's exterior:

In itsmassing, the smple rectangular block of the Stevens House

IS given variety through arestrained use of projecting dements, most
notably, the bow windows and porches, with their conica roofs, and the
chapd-like porte-cocherewith its Romanesque arches. But the projecting
dementsare all modestly scaled, and are firmly bound to the whole

by a successon of brown-gone belt courses. Evenfiirther reinforcing this
horizontal continuity isaband of pattemed brickwork, encircling the building
above the second-floor windows. And the whole design isboimd securdy
together a the top by a strongly desgned red dateroof which organized the
individual dormers, chimneys, gables, and tower roofs, into a baanced
composition culminating inasingle, ssene gable.

(Roper, "Good Inland Town", 73)

The west faBade of the building provides one with their first impresson of the main house as one
proceeds up the winding quarter-mile road from the gatehouse (Photo 4). Itisacombinationofthe
gone, brick, browngtone and date which are the ssmcturesfimdamentalmaterids. A two-story
tower topped by aconica roof grovimds the southwest comer of the building and isbdanced a the
northeast comer by a gable which bregks the roof line. Rising between them isatiny dormer with its
conica roof, and looming aove and behind the dormer isthe roofswest end gable. Thetriple-
windowed dormer of the fourth-story gable centers the faBade. Note the diamond-pattemed date
shingle detail above these windows.

The building's north faBade provided both formal Endfimctional access to the house, and these
pragmeatic condderations played heavily into the desgn of the faBade (Photo 7). The mogt notable

(continued)
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feature of this eevation isthe porte-cochere which anchorsthe west end of the faBade. The
architectura critic M.C.S. characterized the porte-cochere as ". .. smal enough to be sengble, and
quaint and dmost chapel-like enough to add grestly to the somewha severe agpect of the rear of the
house." More specificaly, the cross-gabled cariage porch, measuring gpproximatdy 25' x 25', is
entered and exited from west to east through heavy, roimded brick arches, with the north wall of the
porch broken by a smdler Romanesque-arched opening which provided additiond light to the entry
(Photos 5 and 6). The entire porch gently dopesoutwardly to meat the ground and retson a
brownstone foundation with a course of brownstone banding the smcture & mid-height. A small
endaosed porch (8' x 10 of brick and glazing connectsthe porte-cochere to the house Less formal
aooess to the house isthrough the sarvice entry toward the eest comer of the north faBade. A wooden
ramp of recent vintage disguises the gopearance of this entry, though al original dementsof the
srvice entrance have survived. Browntone gepslead up to alarge masonry landing (20' x 5) and
entrance door that is cgpped by aconica porch hood. The hatch through which ice deliveries were
madeisvisible to the far upper left of thisdoor. Between the service portion of the north elevation
and the porte-cochere, across-gabled projecting pavilion serves to center the faBade as well as
provide avisual buffer between the formal and sarvice entries (Photo 7).

The simplicity of the eest faBade reflects thefimcti onal purposesof this end of the house (Photo 8).
Thiswas the servants wing, and while the materids and overall composition of the house are
continued around this faBade, with the exception of the exposad eedt end of the basament, itisquite
sample. The mos interesting feature of this eevation isthe projecting, enclosed "servant's balcony™
(as M. C. S the contemporary architecturd critic, termed it) in the Southeast comer of the simcture.
Large fan-light windows provided generous views of the southem lawn and garden as well as the
cariage house and dablesto the northeast. A doping roof topsthe bacony, and it was in this oace
above the servant'sbalcony, that MosesT. Stevens maintained a second-floor office away from the
activity of the formal wing of hishome. A two-tiered dormer cgps the faBade and pimctuates the eest
end of the roof gable. The lower tier of the dormer is copper clad. The diamond pattem visible in
the date work above the upper tier of the dormer, while not unique to Hartwell & Richardson, was a
hallmark of their resdentiad commissons and bdancesa smilar design in the opposte west-end
gable. (Maycock Vogel, 136)

The South faBade of the main housewas desgned to provide the occupantswith apanoramic view of
the adjacent gardens, as well as the gently rolling hillside leading down to Edgewood farm and the
mill and town below. Asthe principa eevation, great care was givento its organization ad
architectural detail. ThisfaQade's design is quitetypical of Hartwell & Richardson in that it relies
for itsbdance on acentrd turret cgpped with aconica roof, and baanced by third-floor dormers

(continued)
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and gables cut into the roof line a the east and west endsof the facade (Photos 9 and 10). Accessto
the garden isthrough adoorway from the centrd hall of the first floor. A degp porch (18' x 8')
covered by agently doping roof and aconica hood extending out over the gps to the garden
emphasizesthe south entry. A baudrade terrace (20" x 10') of brick and brownstone extends
westward from the covered porchway. Fabric awvnings once sheded this areg, as well as the library
within (Photos 2 and 10). Incidentally, Hartwell and Richardson's initial drawing for this elevation
cdled for asomewha grander entry with msticated arches and a second-floor bacony above
(Drawing 2).

The architectura integrity of the south faBade has been compromised by the constmction of a one-
gory dining room addition in the late 1950s (Photos 9 and 11). Congracted for Boston University,
the 45' X 38' wooden addition which rests on a poured-concrete foundation isincongmous with the
design of the main house.  Fortunately, the congmction of the addition was accomplished without
the extensve destmction of historic materids which gopear to have been covered over rather than
demolished.

Most windows of the house gopear to be original. On the first floor most windows are one-over-one,
double-hung wood sash, with curved glassusad in the northwest comer and south towers windows.
Second-floor windows are generdly two-over-one double-hung sash, though some six-over-two
windows are found in what had been Mr. Stevens second-floor office. The mgority of windowson
the third-floor and in the attic dormers are sx-over-two, double-hung wood seeh. With few
exceptions the sash gppear to be origina and are protected from the weether by duminum
combination-storm windows.

The housEsfivechimneys are generally unremarkable Themog decor ative are the two exterior -
wall chinmeystoward the west end of the house on the south and north faSades (Photos 4 and 9).
The base of these chimneys areintegrated into the exterior masonry fabric of the house with the
dacks bardy tapered and amply capped in brick. Thereis some decorative brick detail in the gack,

and on the south faBade the chimney gppears to be banded to the amcure by the broanstone cour sss
(Photo 9).

Oneof the most humble, though charming, surviving dements of the exterior is the coppa work.
Original gutters decor ative downgpouts roofridgecaps and knobs, andflashingare visble

throughout the building. The coppea gutters and doangpauts of the parte cochere area good
example (Photos 5 and 6).

(continued)
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As awholethe main housebuilt for Moses T. Stevens retainsits architecturd integrity. The dining
room addition on the south faBade is an obvious exception. Otherwise the exterior fabric of the
houseisin nead of deferred maintenance, including repairs to the dateroof and copper flashing.
Some repointing would aso be gppropriate, particularly where repairs were medein the past that
failed to match the original mortar. Hartwell & Richarson's specifications for the materias called
for the mortar to be tinted Venetian Red, though when Boston University repared significant arees
of the brick work, untinted mortar was gpplied.

Interior

Just as the exterior of the Stevens home is representative of Heintwell & Richardson's residentid
smctures, 0 too was the interior from its basic floor plan through decorative details and fiimishings.
The best overal description of the interior of the MosesT. Stevens mansion is provided by Stephen

Roper, again, in his as yet unpublished architectural sudy of North Andover. Of the interior of the
main househe says

Thefloor-plansin Hartwell & Richardson's houses tended to be

consarvative, often being basad on the old central-hallway layout. Just

such aplan is used on the main floor of the Moses T. Stevens House,

Here the architects have modemized the traditional scheme by enlarging

the centra hallway into an up-to-dateliving hall. Included in this enlarged
hallway is not only athree-run darcase of golden oak, but acozy, fire-placed
reception nook. The hall isthus converted from simply a goecefor circulation
into ahospitable areafor informal meetings and conversation. Almost equdly
up-to-date isthe relatively free flow of goace between the living hall, parlor
and library, made possible by the use of saverd extra-wide doorways.

The interiors of Oggood Hill were lavishlyfinishedin the finest materias.
Panding, mantdpieces, and spindlework screensof mahogany, baywood,

and ok embellish the principa rooms,; carved decoration in the swirling

foliate pattems popularized by H. H. Richardson gopears on every hand,

atall, gained-glass window throws a softly colored light to the main Saircase
landing. Each of the mangon'sfireplaces has adifferently colored sone facing;
these range from the peach and sky-blue marbles found in two of the upstairs
chambersto the heavily carved brownstone chasen for the dining room and the

(continued)
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living hall. A richly textured wall covering, embossed with swirling Richardsonian
pattems, is usad above the bookcases and panded wainscots in the principal first-
floor rooms and between the timbersin the downgairs beamed ceilings.

Similar naturalistic carving gppeared on the fiimiture which Hartwell &,

Richardson desgned specifically for the house (afew piecesof which

remainin place). The mos degantlyfinishedinterior of its period in North
Andover, the principal rooms a Osgood Hill would havelooked as

gppropriate to afashionable Back Bay townhouse, asto this gentleman's

country seet on the hills above Lake Cochichewick. (Roper, "Good Inland

Town", 73-74)

The floor plan of the house hes survived with some minor exceptions and, of course, the
aforementioned addition of the large dining room onto the south faade. After driving into the porte
cochere and walking under the porch and into the house through the vestibule (8' x 4') one enters
the richly oak-panded hall described by Roper. Extending 35', this reception hall cormects the
formal entry on the north faBade to the south faBade's door which leedsto the lawn and garden
beyond. Upon entering the house, immediatdly to the right (west) isthe drawing room (20" x 20';
Parlor B onthefirst floor plan). Tothe left (eest) isthe main Sairway leading to the second floor.
Midway aong the reception hall, anarrower hall transectsthe entry areaand extends eastward
connecting the formal living goace to the mansion's sarvice area. Southward dong the reception
hall, but beyond the intersecting eest-west hall, the alcove, or as Roper refersto it, "the reception
nook" (7' x 17'),isonthe left (eest) and the library (20" x 20') is on the right (west), oppodte the
dcove. Along the narrower eest-west hall, on the south sde, the original dining room (20" x 17°) is
located, and on the north sde, the music room (17' x 22'). At the eest end of the eest/west hall the
public areaof the first floor is sgparated from the service area by doors. After passing through one
door, asmdl lavatory (original to the mansion) isto the immediate left (north) and beyond still
another door are the rear stairhall, kitchen, and butler's pantry. To the eest of the kitchenisthe
servant's balcony, now used for orage. The large dining room addition is located to the south of
the kitchen and butler's pantry.

The second floor can be reached by ether the front or rear gars. At the center and west end ofthe
saoond floor of the house are four large bedrooms (Rooms 1.2, 6, and 8 onthefloor plans). The
bathrooms originally installed for Rooms 2, 1, and 6 survive with someof theirfiimishingsas do the
dressing aress between the bedrooms and baths. The third-floor plan includes four large bedrooms
that were once used by the Stevens children and grandchildren, and a the eest end of the corridor are
three bedrooms used by the servants. Boston University added some partitions for the purpose of

(continued)
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creating additiona bathrooms on the second and third floors. For example, on the second floor
Room 8 has had a bathroom st off dong the south wall, and between Rooms 2 and 4 moretoilet
facilities have been added (see Floor Plans). With these minor exceptions, the present room
dimensions, including ceiling heights of 9 12 feet, are consstent with the origina plans. The
fourth-floor attic isreached from the back stairwell. In the eest end of the attic there isagtorage
room with built-in drawers and the renainder of the atticisalarge, open area

Fortunatdy, the wood work has survived, unpainted . Thelibrary's San Domingo mahogany, the
gaden cek of the parlor, halls, alcove, and the dining room and the caks and baywood of the second-
floor areall unchangad (Photos 12 through 23). Thehalls and original dining room are particularly
nateworthy because of the 6 1/2 foot high panding (the alcove's panding extends thefii Uheight),
rich carvings spindle work, and, in the case of the dining room, the survival of two pieces of original
fiimishings, the dining room table (with ten cek table leaves) and server (Photos 12 throughl7).
The only change in the dining room has bean the loss of the original chairs and the repogtioning of
the server fromthe ees wall, as ssen in Photo 16, to theroom's north wall (Photo 17). Ancther
piece of originalfiimitur eisthe table with umbrdla gand hddersin the vestibule. It isthesurvival
of the mugcroom's original pipe organ, however, that ismod fortunate The organ pipes are
organized in two sts one in thewest comer wall of the room and the ather risingabove the
keyboard on the south comer wall. (Photos 26 and 27) The ingrument isinfimctioningorder.
While of a humbler nature, the cak cabinets drawers and shdves of the butler'spantry are intact
and serviceable (Photo 25).

The high pandling of the dining room and halls continues throughout the first floor, though onthe
sscond floor most rooms have three-foot-high paneling. A striking example of the house's
woodwork isthe spindle screen on the second floor which isused to mask the front stair well from
the second to the third floor. Thisstairwell ispanded in golden ogk as are the walls of the third-
floor hallway. Mot of the remaining woodwork on the third floor is painted white and includes
three-foot high paneling and built-in bookcases and cabinets. Much of the oak flooring is extant, the
dining room for example (Photos 15 and 16) though carpeting hes been installed in the original
library (Parlor A on Floor Flans) and the drawing room (Parlor B on Floor Plans) and someof the
upstairs bedrooms (Room 1 on plans) and the first and second floor halls, as well.

First-floor walls and second and third-floor ceilings and walls are finished in plaster. On the first
floor and in the second-floor halway, the plaster isroughlyfinishedwith swirls and buUseye
pattems above the paneling. These wallswere originally treated with ametdlic finish that survives,
with some chipping, in the music and dining rooms, as well as the halsand dcove. Thewallsof the

(continued)
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old library and drawing room have been painted beige. The cellings of the first floor are samped
leather with wood beams and moldings (Photos 12-19). Upstairswall plagter istextured in the hall
and some bedrooms (Photos 20 through 24). The cellings are smoothly finished plaster. All of the
plaster has been painted over in lighter colors.

Of the originalfifteenfireplaces,no two are dike, and al are in nearly pristine condition. The most
notable examples are thefireplacesin the dcove and dining room where the facing isfashioned in
the form of robust Richardsonian arches of msticated gone (Photos 13 and 15). The hearths are of
marble. Therichnessof thesefireplacesis captured best in the 19th century interior photographs
(Photos 12 and 14). Otherfireplacefacings on thefirst floor include marblein the library and
parlor (Photo 19). Marble was dso used in Mrs. Stevens bedroom with tilesin arich variety of
colors being used dsawhere on the first and second floors (Photos 21 and 24). Thefireplacein Mr.
Stevensoffice and mogt of the third floor rooms are lessdecorative, Smply employing glazed terra
cottatilesfor their facingsand heaths. Wood mantels, each unique and oftenrichly carved, ae
employed throughout. The choice of wood is condgtent with the finishing materias used in each
room. The only damage to the fireplaces are the occasond chipped or cracked hearths, such asin
the dcove and library.

Nineteenth-century photographs demondrate the extent to which many of the original lighting
fixtures have d0 survived. At the timethe main house was completed, illumination

was by gas, derived from cod and produced in the mansion's basement. (Roper, " Good Inland
Town", Chapter |V, n. 75) When the etatewas el ecfrified around the tum of the century, the
original lamps and chanddiers were adgpted to use electricity. The design of theselights are, as ae
many other detalls of the Mosss T. Slevens House, hdlmarks of Hartwell & Richardson resdentia
interiors. (Maycock Vogel, 140) Three such wrought-iron chanddiers still gracethe entry hall, and
matching sconcesare in their intended places, to ether Sde of the dcovefireplace(Photos 12 and
13). Other fixtures were lessfortunate. For example, the origina stained-glasshanging lampin the
dining room has been removed (Photos 14 through 17). But, while the dining room fixture was
replaced by aperiod chanddier from dsawhere in the house, the origina fixturesin the library and
parlor (Parlors 1 and 2 onthe First Hoor Plan) were lessfortunate, and have been entirely replaced
by ingppropriate modem lighting (Photos 18 and 19). Elsawhere lighting hardware isoriginal,
though the globes are missing, for ingance, in Room 1 (originally Mrs. Stevens bedroom) onthe
second floor (Photos 20 and 21 and First Floor Plan).

Among the surviving interiorfiimishingsof note are bathroom sinks and cabinets of marble and
hardwoods, servantscall boxes (Photo 23), the dained glasswindows of the main stair well, some

(continued)
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family phatographs and alarge, heavily-framed painting of a himting scene, Retour Du Chasse by
David Neal. The gag'shead hanging gppasite the painting in the landing of the formal gairwel
reinfor ces the general tone of a gentleman's country etate (Photo 22).

Stable (3 on Sketch Map)

The gable, located some 300 feet to the northeest of the main house, was desgned by Hartwell &
Richardson in the Shingle Stylewhich harmonizes with the design of the nearby mansion (Photo
28). Intheir desgn for the 120-foot-long, 36-foot-deep stable, Hartwell & Richardson combined a
brick ground story with awooden-shingled second story. Thelong gabled roof is covered with red
agphdt shingles. A large wood-shingled gable with two windows centers the building and is
baanced by asmall dormer to the eest, and an eydid dormer to thewest. At the far west end of the
attic story, another gable, shaded by aprojecting conica hood, houses the original |oft door and
hoist.

The dable isactualy desgned in three sections. The area a the extreme eest end of the building
provided living quarters for the coachman.  Thiswing, measuring 25' in width by 36’ in depth, rises
a fiill two stories. Theraised gabled roof and the projecting second-floor overhang visually
distinguishes thiswing from the rest of the mcture. Other details include the brick bow window of
the first floor, and the separate entry porch of brownstone. Immediately to the west of the living
quarters isacovered areg, 22" wide and 20’ in depth, paved with granite Sones. Two granite
hitching pogts around 40" in height survive near the back of the area. A hall located to the north of
the area connected the eest wing of the sable with the larger working areaof the building. Today
this part of the stable contains alarge assambly hall (55' long and 29" wide). An original projection
on the north faBade of the building, measuring 19" long and 29" wide accommodates alarge portion
of thishall. Two smdler conference rooms are o located in thiswing. The second story houses
additional small meetingrooms. Asoriginally desgned thislarge west wing housed the horse sdls,
tack room, and hay and grain sorage. The exterior of the lower brick story of thiswing isset in
common bond with browngtone sills setting of f the windows. Windows are double hung, wood sash
in asix-over-six pattem. The mog significant deviation from the original design isthe remova of
the original sable doors and opening, some 10" wide, beneegth the center gable. The aeria photo
dating from around 1940 shows that there was atall chimney sack to the | eft of the dioors (Photo 2).
The chirrmey’'s beseis still visible (Photo 28). Thebrick infill of the one-time doorway iseesily

(continued)
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detected as are the concrete sills (tinted areddish tone to match the brownstone of the originad
window sills) of the four newer window openings in this area of the stable. Thewood door located
roughly beneeth the eyelid dormer isamore recent replacement, as well.

Carriage House (4 on Sketch Map)

The carriage house isto the west of the gable (Photo 29). Condracted entirely of wood, over a
raised brick foundation, the carriage houseis organized in two parts. Thelarger areg, 30" square,
housed Steven's carriages, while to the west asmdler atached wing, only 16 wide, and 15 degp
may have been used to sore hamessng and other equipment ussd on the estate. Both areesae
capped with hip roofs covered with red agphdt shingles, smilar to the stable's. The sonefl oorof
the carriage house survives as do some exterior architectura detaills. The most notable featureisthe
triangular pedimented hood over the double doors. The door way isfiirther distinguished by smple
wood pilagters and heavy brackets supporting the entry hood. Thewood doors (9 feetin W|dth) with
the someof their glazing in place, gopear to be original.

Gardener's House (5 on Sketch Map)

Some 75' to the southeedt of the manson, a gardener's house, to which were once atached two
impressve greenhouses, d0 survives (Photos 2,30,31). Though referred to as the gardener's
house, this ssmcture was ussd more as a preparation and working areafor the gardener who actualy
lived in the gatehouse. Thisbuilding dso housaed the boiler that heeted the greenhouses. Though of
modest Sze 20" wide and 30' long, thisbuilding is neverthdess neetly desgned with brick walls,
and wood and brownstone trim which mirror the mandon's exterior design. Note especidly the
pattemed brickwork of the south gable and the robust wood brackets of the west porch. The original
date roof has been replaced by agphdt shingles, though the copper ridge knobs survive. Multi-paned
windows and wood doors are original, and one can s in the brick work of the south faBade the area
where one of the greenhouses was negtly atached to the brick and sone of the ssmcture.

L andscape Plan

Binding the manson and supporting smctures of Osgood Hill together isthe landscgpe design
provided by Emest W. Bowditch (Photos 1,2, and 10). While neglect has compromised the
integrity of the original landscape plan, Bowditch's origina plans, planting schedules, and
corregpondence with Mr. Stevens (preserved in the North Andover Historical Society) provide ample

(continued)
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documentation of the landscgpe architect's vision for Oggood Hill. Some dementsof Bowditch's
design such as the siting of the five buildings, the curvilinear vehicular and pedestrian paths, the
south lawn and goneretaining wallsaong the eet 9de of the south lawn, have survived. The
informal cutting gardens, the naturdistic English-style garden which wrapped around the south lawn,
and green houses have given way to aparking lot and tennis court (C and D on Sketch Map)
constmcted by Boston University after 1960 (Photo 31). The addition of abuilt-in swimming pool
and adjacent volley ball court (A axd B on Sketch Map), again by Boston University sometime
around 1970, has ds0 dtered the character of the origina landscgpedesign. The pool is Stuated
about 125' to the northeest of the main house, between the gardener's house and the stable. Since
Osgood Hill isthe only knovralandscgpe commission in North Andover attributed to Bowditch its
deterioration isregrettable. The surviva of the original plans, however, does alow, money and
effort permitting, the restoration of dementsof the original landscepe

In early June 1997, Martha Larson (Tragtee of the Stevens Eqate a Osgood Hill), in the company of
Helen Keller (Horticulturist of the North Andover Garden Club) and Phil Busby (retired Andover
Arborist) ingpected the grovmds of Osgood Hill and provided the following report.

"As background, we had an agrid photo ¢. 1950 and copies of
Emest Bowditch's notebook with sketchesfor plantings. , » Y-

It was not possible to find any trace of the circular path behind the
house dong which the Bowditch gardens were laid. 1tisobviousthat
only minimum maintenance has been donein the past 50 or 0 years,
congisting mainly of lawn mowing and bmsh cutting.

There are three handsome cypressfreeswhich gopedr to be part
of the original landscape. Although crowded by underbrash and an
opportunistic ash tree, they are relatively hedthy and salvagesble.
Small groups of arbor vitae, gorace and cedar, are d o probably 19th
Century plantings.

It should be noted that the house Sts a the edgeof a 156 heavily-
wooded parce which contains many varieties of well-established trees
including the wiimer of a "largest freein North Andover" contest held in
the spring of 1997."

V- (continued)
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Archasological Destription

While no prehistoric dtes ae currently recorded on the property, it is likely that dtes are present.
Environmental characteristics of the property include severd locationd criteria that are favorableindicators
for many types of prehistoric 9tes. The edate indudes severd well-drained level to moderately doping
terrace locaes in dose proximity (within 1000 feet) to Lake Cochichewick ad an unnamed dream which
drains from north to south adong the northwestem property boimdary. The Merrimack River, aknovm
Native American transportation corridor and settlement locus is o located within one mile of the westem
property boundary. Ten known prehistoric Stes have beaen recorded in the generd area (within one mile) of
the property, including severd dtes located in smilar environmenta contexts as present on the nominated
property. Given the aove information and the generd lack of development on the relatively large (153.15
acre) densdly wooded parcel, ahigh potentia exigts for locating prehistoric resources on the property.

A high potential ds0 exigts for locating historic archaeologicd resources on the Osgood Hill property.
Further documentary ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can document the location
and ftmction of components of the Osgood Farm, later developed into the Edgewood Farm, located between
the westem shore of Lake Cochichewick and Oggood Strest. Major components of the farm are reported on
lower dopes from the extant Main House. Higtoric archaeologica resources in the area may include
stimctura remains from residential smctures and outbuildings as well as occupational related features (trash
pits, privies, wells). Archaeologica resources assodaed with the Descon John Osgood farmsteed,
purchased by Stevensin 1869, may dateto the 19* century or earlier. Archaeologica resourcesmay dso be
present related to changes which were meade as portions of the Osgood Farm were developed into the
Edgewood Farm. Stracturd remans may dso exig from two greenhouses, no longer extant, which were

atached to the Main House. Stratigraphic evidence may be present from dements of the landscgpe plan no
longer visible today.

(end)
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Historical Significance
Overview of the 19th and 20th-century Higtory of the Estate

Osgood Hill wes built for MosesTyler Stevensand his wife Charlotte Emiline Stevens, nee Osgood,
between 1884 and 1886. The edateis Sted on land that has long been assocated with the Osgood
family, and was only aportion of the vast land holdings that Moses and Charlotte Stevens gradudly
asambled begiiming in 1856. Upon Moses degth in 1907, Nathanid Stevens, the edest child of
MosesT. and Charlotte, moved into the house with his wife Elizabeth Priscilla Stevens, nee White.
After Nathaniel, "Uncle Nat", Stevens died in 1946, the housewes |eft empty and there was talk of
demolishing ituntil 1953 when 153.15 acres of Slevensland, with the existing five buildings, were
desded to Bogton University by the Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. Stevens Foimdation. The property
was operated as the Boston University Osgood Hill Conference Center for 40 years. During these
years a swimming pool was added, as was the dining room addition to the main house, as previoudy
described in Section 7. The university hosted many in-house conferences and seminarsas well as
aumni association functions a the Osgood Hill facilities, and aso rented out the residential and
meeting quartersto private and public groups. In 1994 Boston University placed the property on the.
market and Sgned a purchase and sde agreement with adeveloper who had the opportimity to carve
the edaeinto a least seventy-five, 2-acrehouselots, and offered to s&t asdeaportion of the land as
open Foacefor the benefit of the town. Fearing the impact of development on the town's water
supply, sSnce Lake Chochichewick isareservoir, and the threet  posed to North Andover's last
surviving intact 19th-century gentleman's country edate, in 1994 the voters of the community
appropriated nearly $5,000,000 to acquire the property fromthe university. Since 1995 North
Andover has maintained Osgood Hill, for administrative purposss known as the Slevens Edate a
Osggood Hill, as afimction and conference center. The town's god isto stabilize the physical
condition of the five buildings and maintain the grounds in their present condition.

The Stevensand Osggood Families

Both Mosss and Charlotte Stevens, who cormnissoned Emest W. Bowditch to draw up aplan for
their contemplated coimtry estatein 1883, were descendants of two of Andover's original settlers
(Andover included the land st off &s the town of North Andover in 1855). MosesT. Stevenswas
the seventh-generation descendent of John Stevens who helped to settle Andover in the 1640s
Similarly, Charlotte Stevens, was the descendent of John Osgood, who is popularly credited with
naming colonial Andover, and was the town's first representative to the Generd Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1651.(Bailey, 15)

(continued)
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MosssT. Sevens

Son of Nathaniel and Harriet (Hale) Stevens, Moses T. Stevens was bom in North Andover (then
Andover) on October 10, 1825. Hisfather, often referred to as "Captain Nat", was apioneer wool
manufacturer who was among the first to introduce the American production offlarmelin 1813.
(Stone, 406) MosssT. Stevens was one of eight children. He was educated & Franklin Academy (in
what isnow North Andover), graduated from Andover's Phillips Academy in 1842, and went onto
atend Dartmouth College, leaving in 1843 to help his father inthe operation of hismill. Moseswas
mede a partner of Nathaniedl Stevens and Son in 1850, and when his father died in 1865 the firm's
namewas changed to Nathanid Stevens and Sons. With the deeth of his brothersin 1876, Moses
formed the MosssT. StevensCompany.  1n 1885 M. T. Stevens £ind Sons was formed, and the
company was producing woolen goodsin North Andover, Andover, and Haverhill, Massachusetts, as
well & inFranklin, New Hampshire. By thistime, Stevens was reputed to be the largest individual
woolen manufacturer inthe United States. (R.D. Stevens, 13)

In additionto his life-long involvement in wool manufacturing, Moses T. Stevens was dso activein
the banking and the insurance industries. He was adirector and president ofthe Andover Nationa
Bank, and adirector of the National Exchange Bank of Boston and the Arkwright Mutual Fire
Insurance Company. He ds0 sarved as atrustee of the Andover Savings Bank and the Merrimack
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Andover. (R. D. Stevens 19) « *

MosssT. Stevens dso eamed recognition in date and nationa politics. He began his political
srvicein 1861, sarving aterm in the Massachusetts Stiate House of Representatives, and went on to
be dected to aterm in the State Sanatein 1868. He ismogt known, however, for his servicein the
U.S. House of Representatives. During his two termsin Congress from 1891 to 1895, Stevens
served on the House Ways and Means Commiittee, and was aleeder in theframing of tariff policy.
Though the Wilson-Gorman Tariff of 1895 ultimately maintained hightariff levels, Stevens helped
to writethe origina Houseversion of the tariff legidation which would haveremoved the tariff on
imported raw wool while supporting protection forfini shedwoolen goods.(Fuess, Essax County.
Vol. Ill, 6 Cole, 33) During his yearsinWashington, Mosesand Charlotte Stevensresded in a
auite & the Arlington Hotel leaving Osgood Hill under the supervison of their edest daughter. (R.D.
Stevens, 18; Stevensto Floyd) Sons Nathanid and Samud managed M. T. Stevensand Sonsin his
absence (R.D. Stevens, 17)

In 1895, MosssT. Stevens, now seventy yearsold, left the House of Representatives, and he and

(continued)
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Charlotte retumed to their Osgood Hill estate Moses resumed his responsbilitiesinMaoses T.
Stevens Company and continued to serve on bank and other corporate boardsin Boston, Lawrence,
Andover, and North Andover.

Both Maoses and Charlotte Stevens contributed extensively to the civic, religious, and charitable
activities of the community. In 1867 Mosss Stevens, dong with other community leeders, donated
thefimdsfor the constmction of the old town hall and North Andover's first high school (known as
Johnson High School and Stevens Hall. (Bailey, 530) In their semi-retirement Mr. and Mrs. Stevens
were active in the North Parish Unitarian Church of North Andover, the North Andover
Improvement Society (donating much of the land for the enlargement of the Commonin the town's
Old Center), and the North Andover Country Club. Moses and Charlotte Stevens also donated the
land andfimdsfor the congmction of the SlevensMemorid Library in 1904. Mrs. Stevenswas
recognized, in particular, for her charitable work on behaf of working women, providing the land,
building and endowment for the Charlotte Home (named for her mother), a surmner home for
working women on the shoreof Lake Cochichewick. (RD. Stevens, 19)

Osgood Hill

Osgood Hill isthe name historically and popularly assodated with the Moses T. Stevensestate. The
nameis derived from the geographicd feature which isthe highest elevation (343 feet above sa
level) overlooking Lake Cochichewick. The hill was only aportion of the 610 acresallotted to John
Osgood (Mrs. Charlotte Stevens ancestor) in Andover in the 1640s (Greven, 60). The name
"Osgood'sHill" wasingenerd ue a leest by 1708 when Massachusetts Great and Generd Court
supervised the division of Andover into two parishes. North Parish (today's North Andover) and
South Parish (today's Andover). (Fuess, 120). The hillside and surrounding land were passad down
through John Osgood's descendants and were finally acquired by Maoses T. and Charlotte Emeline
(nee Oxgood) Sevensin 1869. Judging from the surviving onewallswhich traverse much of the
presently wooded hillside reaching down to the shoresof the lake, it can be reasonably deduced that
some of the present 153 acres assodated with the estate were a one time upland meadow, though
tradition hes it that most of the hillside was wooded. The highest point of Osgood Hill (sse U.SG.S
map) risesin the south~-east comer of thel53-acre property as carved out of the much larger Stevens
family holdings and desded to Boston University in 1953 .

In 1853 Mosss T. Stevens married Charlotte Emeine Osgood, the daughter of Captain Issec ad
Charlotte (Adams) Osgood. Thelr initial purcheseof land, three years after their marriage, was for

(continued)
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the purpose of building their first home, amodest Italianate-styled housea 120 Stevens Stret neasr
Stevens North Andover factory. This house survives, though significantly "modemized”, and is
located .8 milesto the south of the entry to the Osgood Hill edate.

By the 1880s Mos=s T. and Charlotte Stevens had acquired nearly dl the land between the westem
dhoreof Lake Cochichewick and Osgood Street. Much of this land hed beenin the Osgood family,
mogt notably the Deacon John Osgood farmstead which the Stevens purchased in 1869. Deacon
Oggood's homestead (NR, 1990 - First Period House) was congmcted between 1708 and 1712 weas
added onto by his son Colonel John Osgood around 1740. Itislocated .4 milesto the south of the
entry to Osgood Hill and identified as 547 Osgood . Moses T. Stevens maintained part of the old
Osgood farmstead as acormnercid enterprise known as Edgewood Farm. In 1881 Stevens
congtmcted the grand bam which still gands below Osgood Hill and adjacent to the Osgood
homesteed a 547 Ogood . (Roper, "Good Inland Town™, 70)

Another parcd of the original 17th-century Osgood farmstead provided much of the land that
became the Osgood Hill estate. (Roper, "Osgood Hill", 3) After living in their origina home a 120
Stevens Street for nearly thirty years, Moses and Charlotte Stevens began planning their new home
and moved into Osgood Hill with four of their children in 1886. Their old housewas remodded for
their son Samud, while anew house was constmcted afew hundred feet down the south dope of
Osgood Hill for Nathanidl, the couple's ddest son(called Edgewood, this house was demolished and
replaced after 1950). (Roper, "Osgood Hill", 3) Osgood Hill remained the home of Moses and
Charlotte Stevens until her degth in 1906 and Moses deeth in the mansion in 1907. Osgood Hill then
became the home of Nathanid and Elizabeth P. Stevens until Mr. Stevens deeth in 1946.

From 1886 to 1946 Oggood Hill wasthe caenter of the extended Stevensfamily'slife, particularly a
holidays and specid occagons such as weddings and amiversaries. The Stevens ad<o hosed
receptions for Stevens mill employess and townspeople, Sometimes recelving as many as 750 gueds
in the house and adjacent gardens. Ten fiill-time employees kept the edate operating. They included
ahousaman, gardener, assstant gardener, coachman, cook, kitchen maid, laundress, waitress, parlor
maid, and chambermaid. All but the housaman lived on the estate. A part-time seeamdress was d<0
employed. Fortunately, Caroline S Rogars and Abbot Stevens, grandchildren of Maoses and
Charlotte Stevens| eft behind vivid accounts of the everyday operation of Osgood Hill aswell as
those grander occasions. (Rogers, Stevens to Floyd)

Though the place of Osgood Hill in the life of the Stevens family and the community are important,
the estateshistorical significance dso liesin the fact that itisthe last surviving example of the
gentlemen's edates constmcted on the shoresof Lake Cochichewick between the Civil War and

(continued)
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World War |. Aseaxly as the 1820sfarmhouses around the lake were taking in sunmier boarders and
atracting aclientele from Boston, Sdem, and as far avay as New York. By the 1850s many of
these farmsteads were being purchased and converted into grander summer resdencesand
gentlemen'sfarms. Included among theseresdenceswere Richard S Russdl's, "Oakland';

Ethan Allan's"Rolling Ridge"; Generd Eben Sutton's "Hillcrest”; WilUam Sutton's
"Bullmshes’; George Smonds "Broadfields'; Wiliam S Sdisbury's "Silver Lake Farm”; and
MosssT. Stevens "Osgood Hill. With the exception of Osgood Hill, these edates have been
adagpted significantly for other purposes. For example. Brooks School was constmcted on the

dte of Silver Lake Farm and Oakland, and othersaggressvely subdivided for residentid lots.

Finally, Osgood Hill derives much of its historic significance from the fact that, as Stegphen Roper
gppreciated in his comments on the edtate, it was built for afamily with strong roots in the
community and with money medein the coirmiunity. (Roper, Osgood Hill, 1) Itwas, therefore,
unique among North Andover's many esaes it was ayear-round resdence, afamily sedt, it hed
included aworking farm, it hed been built on land assocaed with Mrs. Stevens family sncethe

17th century, and it was within sght of the factory to which Mr. Stevens traveled eech day. The
decison of the Stevensfamily to make agift of the manson and four associated buildings, dong

with 153.15 acres of the origina estate, to Boston University in 1953 wes ds0 in kegping with their
srong sense of community. Infact, much of the open land in North Andover hes been preserved as a
result of giftsfrom MaosesT. and Nathanid Stevensas well as later membersof the family.

Architectural Significance

When Mosss and Charlotte Stevens chose Hartwell & Richardson to design the buildingsof their
edaethey chosea firm that, while not irmovative, was repected, tmsted, and particularly popular
with Massachusetts rising entrepreneursof the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The
partnership of Hartwell & Richardson was formed in 1881 and lasted until Hartwell's death in 1919.
Henry Waker Hartwell (1833-1919) was generdly recognized as the partner who assumed the
responsibility for constmction, while the younger William Cummings Richardson (1854-1935)
provided the desgns. Hartwell & Richardson desgned many public buildingsincluding among
them: the Ware and Belmont town halls; the Acton Memoria Library; Odd Fellows Hall,
Cambridge; the First Spiritual Temple, Boston; and the Eliot Churchin Newton  Besidesthe home
they designed for MosssT. Stevens their better known residential commissons in the Boston area
include the Lyman House in Watham, the Spoear Housein Holbrook, and housesfor Henry Y erxa

(continued)
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and S FKelly inCambridge. In 1884, in one of their rare commissons outsde of Massachusetts
they designed ahome for Josgph Johnson in Binghamton, NY . While working on Stevens houses
the architects were dso completing two other cormnissonin Andover, Christ Church and Draper
Hall for Abbott Academy. (Maycock, 132-146)

Clearly, the inspiration for Hartwell & Richardson's desgnsfor Osgood Hill was the work of H. H.
Richardson (it should be noted that William C. Richardson was not related to Henry Hobson
Richardson). As dated earlier, the design for Stevens gatehouseis nearly averbatim adaptation, on
asmdler scae, of the 1881 gatehouseH. H. Richardson desgned for Frederick L. Amesin North
Eagton, Massachusetts.  In fact, the original design for Stevens gatehouse had included a stone
archway that mede the relationship between thetwo gatehouses even more gpparent (Drawing 2).
Despite the fact that the plans for the archway were abandoned, the gatehouseis neverthdess a
tribute to the influenceof H. H. Richardson on the architects of hisday. Furthermore, the building
is unique in North Andover where, historicaly, little sone hes been used in constmction.

Though the design of the estate generdly draws on the sandard vocabulary and formulaof popular
late nineteenth-century architectura taste, Osgood Hill ishistorically and architecturally significant
in the surviva of the five buildings, in their intended relationship, and as acohesve, and largely
undtered, example of the Richardsonian Romanesgue and the Shingle Styles.  Furthermore, while
the integrity of the landscgpe plan has been compromised by alack of maintenance and the addition
of recreationd features, the siting plan provided by Emest W. Bowditch survives, and isthe only
example of hiswork in North Andover.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in North Andover are in generd poorly understood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. While prehistoric settlement in many major drainage aress has been documented,
many interior locaes aong wetlands and secondary  drainages have not been as extensively reported. The
above information and the fact that most Steshave not been systematicdly studied and reported make any
dtesin the nominated area potentially important. Potentia prehistoric Stesin the areamay contribute much
nesded information pertaining to local and regiona settlement modds. Thisinformation may document the
relationship of stesdong interior tributary dreamsand wetlandsto larger expected gtesaong the main
course of the Merrimack River and a its confluencewith the Shavdhean River. Prehigoric Stesin the
nominated areamay contain important information for the sudy of lithic production and procurement, trade,
environmental change and socio/political organization.

(continued)
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Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to document the socid cultural, and
economic characterigtics which made the Osgood Hill locae important in the life of the Stevensfamily and
the growth of the North Andover community. Additional documentary resserch combined with
archaeologica survey and testing can document the location and form of archaeologica resources associated
with the Deacon John Osgood farmstead, the first reported historic settlement in the area Thisresearch can
document when the farmstead wias first settled and the scope of agricultura operations a the farm. The
same research can dso document changes or modifications which occurred as the Osgood farm was fiirther
developed by Maoses T. Stevens into acommercia enterprise known as the Edgewood Farm after 1869.
Detailed analysis of any stmctural remains and the contents of occupationd related features can potentialy
contribute information relating to agricultura technologies in use, production and the changes which may
have occurred as the farm evolved from atraditional working farm into agentleman's farm. The anayss of
occupationa related features can d o provideimportant information on the lives of the farm'’s occupants.
The contents of these features may be stratified, enabling comparative sudies between the Steven'sand
Osgood family occupations and gentleman's versustraditional farming operations. Detailed andysis of
occupationd related features associated with the Main House occupation can dso help document the
lifestyle of the Steven'sfamily and activitiesthat occurred during their occupation. Documentary evidence
combined with archaeologica testing may produce dratigraphic and artifactua evidence for the location and
materias usad in components of the landscape plan around the mansion which are no longer visible today.

(end)
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Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
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Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of North Andover
street & number. 120 Main Street .telephone  978-688-9510
city or town North Andover state MA .zip code 01845
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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y e v;5n'n , N , - , e - u
UTM location (continued): * *' o
5 19 326520 4730300 e '/ \- f
6. 19 326460 4730830 *

Acreage of Property: 15315 acres

Verba Boundary Description: Eagerly sde of Osgood Street in North Andover, Essex
County, Massachusdtts, Parcd "A™ on "Plan of aportion of the land of Trugtees u/w
Nathaniel Stevenslocated in North Andover, Mass" dated December 16, 1952, Ralph B.
Brasseur, C.E., recorded with Book 771, Pege 178, North Essex Registry of Deeds,
Lawrence, Massachusetts

e atached Plan 2606.

Boundary Justification: The boundary of the property nominated isthe same 153.15 acre
"Parcel A" deasdedto Boston University in December 1952 by the Trustees u/w Nathaniel
Stevenswith boundaries as drawn on Plan 2606 and filed a the North Essex Registry of
Deeds, Lawrence, Massechusdtts Itisthe same parcd described in Articles 5 and 6 of the
"Town of North Andover: Specid Town Meeting Warrant” for October 24, 1994. Thisis
the gpecid warrant which authorize the gppropriation offimdsfor the acquisition of the
Osgood Hill/Boston University Conference Center Site from Boston University by the Town
of North Andover.
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Photogr aphs

Name and Address of Property: Osgood Hill, 709 and 723 Osgood Street, North Andover.
County and State: Essex Coxmty, Massachusetts.

Location of Original Negatives. North Andover Historical Society

Photogragpher: Clarisse A. Pairier, unlessotherwise indicated.

* indicates old views, photographer unknown

Photo No. Description and Direction of Camera . Dae
"
1 * Old aerid of estatewith Lake Cochichewick undated,
taken from the northwest (6:26-26A) probably c. 1940
2 * Old aerid of egate buildings from the south undated,
(6:25-25A) probably c. 1940
\ Gate House from south (2:2-22A) Jan. 7, 1997
# Main House, West FeBade, from northwest Jan. 7,1997
(1:15)
5 Main House, North FeBede, detail of Porte Jen. 7,1997
Cochere, from northesst (2:7-7A)
H Main House, North Facede, detail of Porte Jen. 7, 1997
Cochere, from northwest(l: 16)
f Main House, North FaQade(1:28) Jan. 7,1997
8 Main House, Eagt Facade, from northeast(l:23) Jan. 7,1997
9 Main House, South Facade, from south(2:1 1-11A)  Jan. 7, 1997
10 *Q0l1dview, Main House, South Facade(6:23-23A)  rmdated,
probably c. 1890
[ Main House, South Facade, Detail of Porch Jen. 7, 1997

and Dining Room Addition from southwest (1:7)

12 *01d view, Main House, Alcove, fromwes (6:5-5A) c. 1887

13 Main House, Alcove, from west(4:2A-3) Jdune 4, 1997

14 * Old view. Main House, Dining Room, c. 1887
fromeedt (6:14-14A)

15 Main House, Dining Room, from east(4:1A-2) Jdune4, 1997

16 * Old view. Main House, Dining Room, c. 1887

from south wes(6:12-12A)
(continued)
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24

26

27

3

31

Osgood Hill

Mam House, Ummg Room, from southwest |
(4:4A-5)

*0ldview. Main Housg, Library, from northeest
(6:0-0A_

Main House, Library, from northeast(4:3A-4)
*Q0ldview, Main House, "Southwest Bedroom”,
Room 1, fromesst (6:2-2A)

Main House, Room 1, from east(4:5A-6)

Main House, Cenfral Stairwell, 2nd Floor, from
south(4:9A-10)

Main House, Hallway, 2nd Floor, with Bell Pull
Box, from southwest(4:8A-9)

Main House, Room 2, from northeast(4:6A-7)
Main House, Serving Room, 14 Floor, from
southeast(4:16A-17)

Main House, Music Room, 1¢ Foor,  from :
east(4:17A-18) ;
MainHouse, Music Room, 1 Foor, from
northeest(4:18A-19)

Stable, South FeBede, from southwest

(2:4-4A)

Carriage House, South FeBade, from southwest
(1:36)

Gardener's House, West and South Sides

from southwest((2:12-12A)

Gardener's House, South Sde, far view  from
south(l:2)

(end)
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c. 1887

Jdune 4, 1997

c. 1887

June4,1997
June4,1997

June4,1997

June 4, 1997
June 4, 1997

June 4, 1997
June4,1997
Jen. 7,1997
Jen. 7,1997
Jan. 7,1997

Jen. 7,1997
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OSGOOD HILL
North Andover (Essex County). Massachusetts
DATA SHEET
Contributing or
Key Resoirce Construction date Noncontributino
1  Gatehouse 188587 Contributing - builcfing
2  Main House 188587 Contributing building
3  Stable 188587 Contributing  building
4 Caage House 188587 Contributing building
5  Gardeners House 188587 Contributing  building
A Swimming Pool ca. 1970 ' « Noncontributing Stucture *
..... N y'
B Voley Ball Court ca. 1970  ¥ii o
Noncontributing Structure
C  Parking Lot ca. 1960 o
Noncontributing Structure
D  Tennis Court ca. 1960

Noncontributing Structure
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 23, 1998

y >y elle> o,
y << I M < R
Ms. Carol Shull
National Register of HistoricPlaces f ~"'y "ffS*y
Department ofthe Interior W | *

Nationa Park Service
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Osgood Hill, 709, 723 Osgood Street, North Andover (Essex Co.), MA
The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed
by the State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of

pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,
<yr
Betsy Friedberg V)

National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure
cc. MariaWard, Chair, North Andover Historica Commission

Clarise M. Poirier, Presarvation Consultant
John R. Leeman, J., Chair, North Andover Board of Sdectmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Frands Gavin, Secrdary of the Commonwedth
September 13, 2005 Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

Mr. John Roberts

Nationa Regider of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NWS"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

RE: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION: North Andover (Essex County) MA, Osgood
Hill

Dear Mr. Roberts

Enclosed are continuation sheets (2 pages) and a revised cover sheet for section 8, as well
asa copy of the first page ofthe nomination aslisted. The additional documentation
reflectsthe discovery of new information on the property's landscgpe designer. Thank
you for adding this documentation to your files.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg (j

Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Cc. Kathleen Szyska, North Andover Historical Commission

220 Morriseey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gatemaus'sst/mhc
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The following information has been transcribed from a Rehabilitation Master Plan prepared in
2001 for the Stevens Estate a Osgood Hill by Paysage, alandscape design and historic
preservation firm. Inthe course of their research, itwas discovered that JamesH. Bowditch
designed the landscape. Emest Bowditch, to whom the design had been attributed, may have
sited the house.

The development of the landscagpe a Osgood Hill was the result of the collaboration between
two taented brothers. Although the garden design has been soldly attributed to Emest W.
Bowditch, hisbrother James H. Bowditch weas responsible for most ofthe detailed design and
planting plans. The Catalog of Landscgpe Records verifiesthat it was James Bowditch that
was respongble for the gardensa Osgood Hill.

From a prominent Saem, Massachusetts family, both menwerewell educated and hed
extensve professional experience. Emest soent severd seasons with the surveying company
of Shedd and Sawyer in Boston while James worked for avariety of nurseries in thearea,
According to Emest W. Bowditch's joumal, he decided to open hisown officein 1871,
practicing "general engineering, surveying, sanitary work and landscape gardening.”
Sometime around 1882 James H. Bowditch joined the office and was "in charge of planting
and forestry." The brothers then proceeded to share an office through the 1890s.

From the correspondence it would gppear that from 1885 on, James took over the garden
design and planting plans. On June 10, 1835 he st a gatement from the Emest W. Bowditch
Depatment of Forestry and Maintenance that included extensive tree, shrub and plant lists
for theinitial development of the estate. However, it was not until 1888 that theformal
garden and planting bedswere designed. In that year HB made detailed drawingsfor the
garden in two notebooks with accompanying plant lists. In aletter to Mosss T. Stevens JHB
describes the design:

"We have given your garden design careful consideration and think itis now inform to meet
general approval in the way of a wide handsome sweep of grass, surrounded by shrubs and
flowers that must afford a constant succession of bloom throughout the entire season. "

In thefall of 1892, JHB sat another notebook to Mosss T. Stevensthat included "changes
and additionsfor thegarden" as well as "recommendationsfor Spring, 1893." Again, this
included extensive plant listsand notes on the individual plants and maintenance as well as
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mentioning marked plant changesin the original notebooks. From the correspondence this
appears to be the lagt interchange while JHB was working with his brother.

The only additional correspondence regarding the gardens and landscape a Osgood Hill is
between JHB and Moses daughter Mary, wife of John R. Tyler, in 1902. In November of

that year, Mrs. Tyler apparently was consdering new plantings for the etate. Inaletter to
Mrs. Tyler requesting additiona information, JHB describes the intended plantings:

"...Ifyouwill kindly send me the length of wall a entrance to be covered with vines-
Honeysuckle, Clematis, etc-also the gpproximate sizef or group of Rhododendron, Laurel
and Andromeda nearby, | will make up alist ofplants for each. You might also send the
length of wall to be covered or masked with wild Roses etc on thewalk between the two
houses.™

An interesting feature of this correspondence between JHB and Mrs. Tyler isthat the letters
from JHB are on hisown professional stationary: "James H. Bowditch... Landscape
Gardening and Forestry" and for the first timeindicate an address different from the office of
EWB. Itwould gppeer that by thistime JHB and his brother had parted ways professionally
and that JHB continued to be the primary designer for the Stevensfamily a Osgood Hill.'

Reference: Paysage, et. al. Rehabilitation Master Plan, Stevens Estate & Osgood Hill, North
Andover, Massachusetts. September 2001. pp. 6-7. (Copy available a the Massachusetts
Historical Commission).





