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_ site 
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Contributing  
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sites 
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Total 
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Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling/mansion 

Domestic/secondarv structures 
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Domestic/single dwelling/residence 

Social/conference center, function facilitv 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
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Late Victorian: Romanesgue Revival/Shingle Style 

Materials 
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foundation Stone/brick 

walls Stone/brick/wood shingles 
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other 
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General Description of Osgood Hill 

Osgood Hill is a 153.15-acre complex which consists of a gatehouse (also referred to as a 
porter's house, building 1 on Sketch Map), the main house (building 2 on Sketch Map), a stable and 
carriage house (both located to the northeast of the main house, buildings 3 and 4, respectively on 
Sketch Map ), and a gardener's house (to the east of the main house, building 5 on Sketch Map). All 
structures are original to the estate and were all designed by the Boston architectural firm of Hartwell 
& Richardson. Constructed between 1884 and 1886 the structures are designed in the Romanesque 
Revival and Shingle Styles reminiscent of the work of H. H. Richardson. Landscape architect 
Emest W. Bowditch was responsible for the siting of the buildings and the course of the roads and 
paths, as well as the design of the original landscape feattares. Roughly 145 acres of the estate, 
which rises up from the shore of Lake Cochichewick, is densely covered by trees and tmderbrush. 

Gatehouse (1 on Sketch Map) 

The best example of the extent to which the buildings at Osgood Hill emulate the work of 
Henry Hobson Richarson is the fieldstone gatehouse which bears a striking resemblance to 
Richardson's design for Frederick L. Ames' gate lodge in North Easton, Massachusetts, built in 
1880-1881. Stevens' gatehouse is the first building one sees upon approaching Osgood Hill. Only 
35 feet from the street, the gatehouse, or as Moses T. Stevens referred to it, the gardener's cottage, is 
located to the west of the road leading into the estate (Photo 3, and Drawing 1). It measures 30' in 
width and 47' long. The walls are constructed of Braggville granite purchased from Norcross 
Brothers of Worcester, Massachusetts, and shipped to North Andover by railroad from a quarry in 
Holliston, Massachusetts (Roper, "Osgood Hill" , 3). Brick is used to frame the windows and is also 
employed in the landings of the porches of the main entry at the east side of the building and in the 
back entry on the north side. The hip roof with its deep eaves, cross gables and dormers is covered in 
red slate, similar to that used on the main house. Copper ridge flashing and hip nobs add detail to the 
roof. 

The entire structure is a picturesque combination of architectural elements. The south facade 
of the building extends the frill 39-foot v^dth of the house and wraps around to the east in a solid 
bow, more like a short tower, that is topped by a half-conical roof A first-floor window and large 
roof dormer, with a single window, centers the south fa9ade. A covered porch, 14 feet wide and 7 
feet in depth is the focal element of the east fa9ade. This is the main entry porch of the building. To 

(continued) 
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the north of this porch is a gabled projecting stairwell. The north end of the building is the rear of 
the dwelling. A one-story shed, 23' in width, extends nearly across this fa9ade and is covered by a 
sloping roof. The shed provides secondary access to the house and basement as well as some 
storage. Above the shed is a wide dormer with double windows. The building's west side is 39' 
long and is broken by four windows on the first floor. A dormer with double windows breaks the 
roof line towards the north end of this elevation. Windows are mostly 24-over-2, double-himg, wood 
sash. The curved rubble-stone wall leading to the house and up to the main entry to the estate 
significantly adds to the charm of the building which appears to have organically grown on its site, 
rather than having been constructed. 

The interior of the cottage is deceptively large. The cottage is entered through the porch and 
door on the east fa9ade. A contemporary eirchitectural critic, simply identified as "M.C.S." took 
special note of the cottage in a 1886 description of the recently completed estate. Of the gate house, 
M.C.S. commented: 

It is a charming cottage, just a bit too fine within for the ideal 
simplicity of so tiny a home, but after all, not out of accord with our 
American ideas, which give more and more of refinement to our humble , ' 
homes. The largest room in the cottage is the parlor, facing the road; one 
comer of this is a bit of a library, and the opposite end, shielded by a 
screen, is the place for the dining table. Close by this is the door into the -
kitchen, which opens, like the parlor, into the cool little entry, from which 
a flight of stairs reaches a passage above, opening upon three fairly good 
sized chambers in the roof 

The original floor plan remains unchanged, as do most of the original finishes of the interior. Oak 
wainscoting and flooring and the wood fireplace mantel and tiled facing are intact. The first floor 
kitchen and bathroom fixtures have been replaced, and their floors covered with vinyl yard goods, 
but these are the only significant changes to the interior. 

Main House (2 on Sketch Map) 

Exterior 

The expansive main house (95' x 42') is built of red brick with brownstone belt courses, and red 

(continued) 
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slate roof (Photos 4, and 7 through 10). More specifically, the basement rests on a foimdation of 
West Andover Ledge Stone with its thick brick walls rising to a heavy brownstone watercourse. 
Brownstone quoins also delineate the foundation comers, most obviously on the east fa9ade. The 
exterior wall fabric is red brick laid in common bond with a basket work band of brick above the 
second floor windows. Roper attributes the inspiration for this decorative pattem to H. H. 
Richardson's Anderson House, now demolished, in Washington, D. C. which was constmcted in the 
same year as Ames' gatehouse, 1881. (Roper, "Good Inland Town", 35; Hitchcock, 221-222) Belt 
courses of brownstone wrap around the window lines of the first, second, and third floors. Windows 
rest on sills of brownstone which are worked into the beltcourses, and faimed-brick lintels emphasize 
the windows of the first and second floors. 

In his architectural study of North Andover, Steven J. Roper observed of the mansion's exterior: 

In its massing, the simple rectangular block of the Stevens House 
is given variety through a restrained use of projecting elements; most 
notably, the bow windows and porches, with their conical roofs, and the 
chapel-like porte-cochere with its Romanesque arches. But the projecting 
elements are all modestly scaled, and are firmly bound to the whole 
by a succession of brown-stone belt courses. Even fiirther reinforcing this 
horizontal continuity is a band of pattemed brickwork, encircling the building 
above the second-floor windows. And the whole design is boimd securely 
together at the top by a strongly designed red slate roof which organized the 
individual dormers, chimneys, gables, and tower roofs, into a balanced 
composition culminating in a single, serene gable. 
(Roper, "Good Inland Town", 73) 

The west fa9ade of the building provides one with their first impression of the main house as one 
proceeds up the winding quarter-mile road from the gatehouse (Photo 4). It is a combination ofthe 
stone, brick, brownstone and slate which are the stmcture's fimdamental materials. A two-story 
tower topped by a conical roof grovmds the southwest comer of the building and is balanced at the 
northeast comer by a gable which breaks the roof line. Rising between them is a tiny dormer with its 
conical roof, and looming above and behind the dormer is the roofs west end gable. The triple-
windowed dormer of the fourth-story gable centers the fa9ade. Note the diamond-pattemed slate 
shingle detail above these windows. 

The building's north fa9ade provided both formal Eind fimctional access to the house, and these 
pragmatic considerations played heavily into the design of the fa9ade (Photo 7). The most notable 

(continued) 
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feature of this elevation is the porte-cochere which anchors the west end of the fa9ade. The 
architectural critic M.C.S. characterized the porte-cochere as ". . . small enough to be sensible, and 
quaint and almost chapel-like enough to add greatly to the somewhat severe aspect of the rear of the 
house." More specifically, the cross-gabled carriage porch, measuring approximately 25' x 25', is 
entered and exited from west to east through heavy, roimded brick arches, with the north wall of the 
porch broken by a smaller Romanesque-arched opening which provided additional light to the entry 
(Photos 5 and 6). The entire porch gently slopes outwardly to meet the ground and rests on a 
brownstone foundation with a course of brownstone banding the stmcture at mid-height. A small 
enclosed porch (8' x 10') of brick and glazing connects the porte-cochere to the house. Less formal 
access to the house is through the service entry toward the east comer of the north fa9ade. A wooden 
ramp of recent vintage disguises the appearance of this entry, though all original elements of the 
service entrance have survived. Browntone steps lead up to a large masonry landing (20' x 5') and 
entrance door that is capped by a conical porch hood. The hatch through which ice deliveries were 
made is visible to the far upper left of this door. Between the service portion of the north elevation 
and the porte-cochere, a cross-gabled projecting pavilion serves to center the fa9ade as well as 
provide a visual buffer between the formal and service entries (Photo 7). 

The simplicity of the east fa9ade reflects the fimctional purposes of this end of the house (Photo 8). 
This was the servants' wing, and while the materials and overall composition of the house are 
continued around this fa9ade, with the exception of the exposed east end of the basement, it is quite 
simple. The most interesting feature of this elevation is the projecting, enclosed "servant's balcony" 
(as M. C. S, the contemporary architectural critic, termed it) in the southeast comer of the stmcture. 
Large fan-light windows provided generous views of the southem lawn and garden as well as the 
carriage house and stables to the northeast. A sloping roof tops the balcony, and it was in this space 
above the servant's balcony, that Moses T. Stevens maintained a second-floor office away from the 
activity of the formal wing of his home. A two-tiered dormer caps the fa9ade and pimctuates the east 
end of the roof gable. The lower tier of the dormer is copper clad. The diamond pattem visible in 
the slate work above the upper tier of the dormer, while not unique to Hartwell & Richardson, was a 
hallmark of their residential commissions and balances a similar design in the opposite west-end 
gable. (Maycock Vogel, 136) 

The South fa9ade of the main house was designed to provide the occupants with a panoramic view of 
the adjacent gardens, as well as the gently rolling hillside leading down to Edgewood farm and the 
mill and town below. As the principal elevation, great care was given to its organization and 
architectural detail. This fa9ade's design is quite typical of Hartwell & Richardson in that it relies 
for its balance on a central turret capped with a conical roof, and balanced by third-floor dormers 

(continued) 
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and gables cut into the roof line at the east and west ends of the facade (Photos 9 and 10). Access to 
the garden is through a doorway from the central hall of the first floor. A deep porch (18' x 8') 
covered by a gently sloping roof and a conical hood extending out over the steps to the garden 
emphasizes the south entry. A balustrade terrace (20' x 10') of brick and brownstone extends 
westward from the covered porchway. Fabric awnings once shaded this area, as well as the library 
within (Photos 2 and 10). Incidentally, Hartwell and Richardson's initial drawing for this elevation 
called for a somewhat grander entry with msticated arches and a second-floor balcony above 
(Drawing 2). 

The architectural integrity of the south fa9ade has been compromised by the constmction of a one-
story dining room addition in the late 1950s (Photos 9 and 11). Constracted for Boston University, 
the 45' X 38' wooden addition which rests on a poured-concrete foundation is incongmous with the 
design of the main house. Fortunately, the constmction of the addition was accomplished without 
the extensive destmction of historic materials which appear to have been covered over rather than 
demolished. 

Most windows of the house appear to be original. On the first floor most windows are one-over-one, 
double-hung wood sash, with curved glass used in the northwest comer and south towers' windows. 
Second-floor windows are generally two-over-one double-hung sash, though some six-over-two 
windows are found in what had been Mr. Stevens' second-floor office. The majority of windows on 
the third-floor and in the attic dormers are six-over-two, double-hung wood sash. With few 
exceptions the sash appear to be original and are protected from the weather by aluminum 
combination-storm windows. 

The house's five chimneys are generally unremarkable. The most decorative are the two exterior-
wall chinmeys toward the west end of the house on the south and north fa9ades (Photos 4 and 9). 
The base of these chimneys are integrated into the exterior masonry fabric of the house with the 
stacks barely tapered and simply capped in brick. There is some decorative brick detail in the stack, 
and on the south fa9ade the chimney appears to be banded to the stmcture by the brownstone courses 
(Photo 9). 

One of the most humble, though charming, surviving elements of the exterior is the copper work. 
Original gutters, decorative downspouts, roof ridge caps and knobs, and flashing are visible 
throughout the building. The copper gutters and downspouts of the porte cochere are a good 
example (Photos 5 and 6). 

(continued) 



NPS Foon 10-900^ OMB Appf«i^ No. 1024-OOI8 

(MSI 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Osgood Hill 
7 # North Andover (Essex), MA 

Section number Page 

As a whole the main house built for Moses T. Stevens retains its architectural integrity. The dining 
room addition on the south fa9ade is an obvious exception. Otherwise the exterior fabric of the 
house is in need of deferred maintenance, including repairs to the slate roof and copper flashing. 
Some repointing would also be appropriate, particularly where repairs were made in the past that 
failed to match the original mortar. Hartwell & Richarson's specifications for the materials called 
for the mortar to be tinted Venetian Red, though when Boston University repaired significant areas 
of the brick work, untinted mortar was applied. 

Interior 

Just as the exterior of the Stevens' home is representative of Heirtwell & Richardson's residential 
stmctures, so too was the interior from its basic floor plan through decorative details and fiimishings. 
The best overall description of the interior of the Moses T. Stevens mansion is provided by Stephen 
Roper, again, in his as yet unpublished architectural study of North Andover. Of the interior of the 
main house he says: 

The floor-plans in Hartwell & Richardson's houses tended to be 
conservative, often being based on the old central-hallway layout. Just 
such a plan is used on the main floor of the Moses T. Stevens House. 
Here the architects have modemized the traditional scheme by enlarging 
the central hallway into an up-to-date living hall. Included in this enlarged 
hallway is not only a three-run staircase of golden oak, but a cozy, fire-placed 
reception nook. The hall is thus converted from simply a space for circulation 
into a hospitable area for informal meetings and conversation. Almost equally 
up-to-date is the relatively free flow of space between the living hall, parlor 
and library, made possible by the use of several extra-wide doorways. 

The interiors of Osgood Hill were lavishly finished in the finest materials. 
, Paneling, mantelpieces, and spindlework screens of mahogany, baywood, 

and oak embellish the principal rooms; carved decoration in the swirling 
foliate pattems popularized by H. H. Richardson appears on every hand; 
a tall, stained-glass window throws a softly colored light to the main staircase 
landing. Each of the mansion's fireplaces has a differently colored stone facing; 
these range from the peach and sky-blue marbles found in two of the upstairs 
chambers to the heavily carved brownstone chosen for the dining room and the 

(continued) 
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living hall. A richly textured wall covering, embossed with swirling Richardsonian 
pattems, is used above the bookcases and paneled wainscots in the principal first-
floor rooms and between the timbers in the downstairs beamed ceilings. 
Similar naturalistic carving appeared on the fiimiture which Hartwell &, 
Richardson designed specifically for the house (a few pieces of which 
remain in place). The most elegantly finished interior of its period in North 
Andover, the principal rooms at Osgood Hill would have looked as 
appropriate to a fashionable Back Bay townhouse, as to this gentleman's 
country seat on the hills above Lake Cochichewick. (Roper, "Good Inland 
Town", 73-74) 

The floor plan of the house has survived with some minor exceptions and, of course, the 
aforementioned addition of the large dining room onto the south fa9ade. After driving into the porte 
cochere and walking under the porch and into the house through the vestibule (8' x 4') one enters 
the richly oak-paneled hall described by Roper. Extending 35', this reception hall cormects the 
formal entry on the north fa9ade to the south fa9ade's door which leads to the lawn and garden 
beyond. Upon entering the house, immediately to the right (west) is the drawing room (20' x 20'; 
Parlor B on the first floor plan). To the left (east) is the main stairway leading to the second floor. 
Midway along the reception hall, a narrower hall transects the entry area and extends eastward 
connecting the formal living space to the mansion's service area. Southward along the reception 
hall, but beyond the intersecting east-west hall, the alcove, or as Roper refers to it, "the reception 
nook" (7' x 17'), is on the left (east) and the library (20' x 20') is on the right (west), opposite the 
alcove. Along the narrower east-west hall, on the south side, the original dining room (20' x 17') is 
located, and on the north side, the music room (17' x 22'). At the east end of the east/west hall the 
public area of the first floor is separated from the service area by doors. After passing through one 
door, a small lavatory (original to the mansion) is to the immediate left (north) and beyond still 
another door are the rear stairhall, kitchen, and butler's pantry. To the east of the kitchen is the 
servant's balcony, now used for storage. The large dining room addition is located to the south of 
the kitchen and butler's pantry. 

The second floor can be reached by either the front or rear stairs. At the center and west end ofthe 
second floor of the house are four large bedrooms (Rooms 1,2, 6, and 8 on the floor plans). The 
bathrooms originally installed for Rooms 2, 1, and 6 survive with some of their fiimishings as do the 
dressing areas between the bedrooms and baths. The third-floor plan includes four large bedrooms 
that were once used by the Stevens children and grandchildren, and at the east end of the corridor are 
three bedrooms used by the servants. Boston University added some partitions for the purpose of 

(continued) 
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creating additional bathrooms on the second and third floors. For example, on the second floor 
Room 8 has had a bathroom set off along the south wall, and between Rooms 2 and 4 more toilet 
facilities have been added (see Floor Plans). With these minor exceptions, the present room 
dimensions, including ceiling heights of 9 1/2 feet, are consistent with the original plans. The 
fourth-floor attic is reached from the back stairwell. In the east end of the attic there is a storage 
room with built-in drawers and the remainder of the attic is a large, open area. 

Fortunately, the wood work has survived, unpainted . The library's San Domingo mahogany, the 
golden oak of the parlor, halls, alcove, and the dining room and the oaks and baywood of the second-
floor are all unchanged (Photos 12 through 23). The halls and original dining room are particularly 
noteworthy because of the 6 1/2 foot high paneling (the alcove's paneling extends the fiiU height), 
rich carvings, spindle work, and, in the case of the dining room, the survival of two pieces of original 
fiimishings, the dining room table (with ten oak table leaves) and server (Photos 12 throughl7). 
The only change in the dining room has been the loss of the original chairs, and the repositioning of 
the server from the east wall, as seen in Photo 16, to the room's north wall (Photo 17). Another 
piece of original fiimiture is the table with umbrella stand holders in the vestibule. It is the survival 
of the music room's original pipe organ, however, that is most fortunate. The organ pipes are 
organized in two sets, one in the west comer wall of the room and the other rising above the 
keyboard on the south comer wall. (Photos 26 and 27) The instrument is in fimctioning order. 
While of a humbler nature, the oak cabinets, drawers, and shelves of the butler's pantry are intact 
and serviceable (Photo 25). 

The high paneling of the dining room and halls continues throughout the first floor, though on the 
second floor most rooms have three-foot-high paneling. A striking example of the house's 
woodwork is the spindle screen on the second floor which is used to mask the front stair well from 
the second to the third floor. This stairwell is paneled in golden oak as are the walls of the third-
floor hallway. Most of the remaining woodwork on the third floor is painted white and includes 
three-foot high paneling and built-in bookcases and cabinets. Much of the oak flooring is extant, the 
dining room for example (Photos 15 and 16) though carpeting has been installed in the original 
library (Parlor A on Floor Plans) and the drawing room (Parlor B on Floor Plans) and some of the 
upstairs bedrooms (Room 1 on plans) and the first and second floor halls, as well. 

First-floor walls and second and third-floor ceilings and walls are finished in plaster. On the first 
floor and in the second-floor hallway, the plaster is roughly finished with swirls and buUseye 
pattems above the paneling. These walls were originally treated with a metallic finish that survives, 
with some chipping, in the music and dining rooms, as well as the halls and alcove. The walls of the 

(continued) 
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old library and drawing room have been painted beige. The ceilings of the first floor are stamped 
leather with wood beams and moldings (Photos 12-19). Upstairs wall plaster is textured in the hall 
and some bedrooms (Photos 20 through 24). The ceilings are smoothly finished plaster. All of the 
plaster has been painted over in lighter colors. 

Of the original fifteen fireplaces, no two are alike, and all are in nearly pristine condition. The most 
notable examples are the fireplaces in the alcove and dining room where the facing is fashioned in 
the form of robust Richardsonian arches of msticated stone (Photos 13 and 15). The hearths are of 
marble. The richness of these fireplaces is captured best in the 19th century interior photographs 
(Photos 12 and 14). Other fireplace facings on the first floor include marble in the library and 
parlor (Photo 19). Marble was also used in Mrs. Stevens bedroom with tiles in a rich variety of 
colors being used elsewhere on the first and second floors (Photos 21 and 24). The fireplace in Mr. 
Stevens office and most of the third floor rooms are less decorative, simply employing glazed terra­
cotta tiles for their facings and hearths. Wood mantels, each unique and often richly carved, are 
employed throughout. The choice of wood is consistent with the finishing materials used in each 
room. The only damage to the fireplaces are the occasional chipped or cracked hearths, such as in 
the alcove and library. 

Nineteenth-century photographs demonstrate the extent to which many of the original lighting 
fixtures have also survived. At the time the main house was completed, illumination 
was by gas, derived from coal and produced in the mansion's basement. (Roper, "Good Inland 
Town", Chapter IV, n. 75) When the estate was elecfrified around the tum of the century, the 
original lamps and chandeliers were adapted to use electricity. The design of these lights are, as are 
many other details of the Moses T. Stevens House, hallmarks of Hartwell & Richardson residential 
interiors. (Maycock Vogel, 140) Three such wrought-iron chandeliers still grace the entry hall, and 
matching sconces are in their intended places, to either side of the alcove fireplace (Photos 12 and 
13). Other fixtures were less fortunate. For example, the original stained-glass hanging lamp in the 
dining room has been removed (Photos 14 through 17). But, while the dining room fixture was 
replaced by a period chandelier from elsewhere in the house, the original fixtures in the library and 
parlor (Parlors 1 and 2 on the First Floor Plan) were less fortunate, and have been entirely replaced 
by inappropriate modem lighting (Photos 18 and 19). Elsewhere lighting hardware is original, 
though the globes are missing, for instance, in Room 1 (originally Mrs. Stevens' bedroom) on the 
second floor (Photos 20 and 21 and First Floor Plan). 

Among the surviving interior fiimishings of note are bathroom sinks and cabinets of marble and 
hardwoods, servants call boxes (Photo 23), the stained glass windows of the main stair well, some 

(continued) 
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family photographs, and a large, heavily-framed painting of a himting scene, Retour Du Chasse by 
David Neal. The stag's head hanging opposite the painting in the landing of the formal stairwell 
reinforces the general tone of a gentleman's country estate (Photo 22). 

Stable (3 on Sketch Map) 

The stable, located some 300 feet to the northeast of the main house, was designed by Hartwell & 
Richardson in the Shingle Style which harmonizes with the design of the nearby mansion (Photo 
28). In their design for the 120-foot-long, 36-foot-deep stable, Hartwell & Richardson combined a 
brick ground story with a wooden-shingled second story. The long gabled roof is covered with red 
asphalt shingles. A large wood-shingled gable with two windows centers the building and is 
balanced by a small dormer to the east, and an eyelid dormer to the west. At the far west end of the 
attic story, another gable, shaded by a projecting conical hood, houses the original loft door and 
hoist. 

The stable is actually designed in three sections. The area at the extreme east end of the building 
provided living quarters for the coachman. This wing, measuring 25' in width by 36' in depth, rises 
a fiill two stories. The raised gabled roof and the projecting second-floor overhang visually 
distinguishes this wing from the rest of the stmcture. Other details include the brick bow window of 
the first floor, and the separate entry porch of brownstone. Immediately to the west of the living 
quarters is a covered area, 22' wide and 20' in depth, paved with granite stones. Two granite 
hitching posts around 40" in height survive near the back of the area . A hall located to the north of 
the area connected the east wing of the stable with the larger working area of the building. Today 
this part of the stable contains a large assembly hall (55' long and 29' wide). An original projection 
on the north fa9ade of the building, measuring 19' long and 29' wide accommodates a large portion 
of this hall. Two smaller conference rooms are also located in this wing. The second story houses 
additional small meeting rooms. As originally designed this large west wing housed the horse stalls, 
tack room, and hay and grain storage. The exterior of the lower brick story of this wing is set in 
common bond with brownstone sills setting off the windows. Windows are double hung, wood sash 
in a six-over-six pattem. The most significant deviation from the original design is the removal of 
the original stable doors and opening, some 10' wide, beneath the center gable. The aerial photo 
dating from around 1940 shows that there was a tall chimney stack to the left of the dioors (Photo 2). 
The chirrmey's base is still visible (Photo 28). The brick infill of the one-time doorway is easily 

(continued) 
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detected as are the concrete sills (tinted a reddish tone to match the brownstone of the original 
window sills) of the four newer window openings in this area of the stable. The wood door located : 
roughly beneath the eyelid dormer is a more recent replacement, as well. 

Carriage House (4 on Sketch Map) 

The carriage house is to the west of the stable (Photo 29). Constracted entirely of wood, over a 
raised brick foundation, the carriage house is organized in two parts. The larger area, 30' square, 
housed Steven's carriages, while to the west a smaller attached wing, only 16' wide, and 15' deep 
may have been used to store hamessing and other equipment used on the estate. Both areas are 
capped with hip roofs covered with red asphalt shingles, similar to the stable's. The stone floor of 
the carriage house survives as do some exterior architectural details. The most notable feature is the 
triangular pedimented hood over the double doors. The door way is fiirther distinguished by simple 
wood pilasters and heavy brackets supporting the entry hood. The wood doors (9 feet in width), with 
the some of their glazing in place, appear to be original. ^ 

Gardener's House (5 on Sketch Map) 

Some 75' to the southeast of the mansion, a gardener's house, to which were once attached two 
impressive greenhouses, also survives (Photos 2,30,31). Though referred to as the gardener's 
house, this stmcture was used more as a preparation and working area for the gardener who actually 
lived in the gatehouse. This building also housed the boiler that heated the greenhouses. Though of 
modest size 20' wide and 30' long, this building is nevertheless neatly designed with brick walls, 
and wood and brownstone trim which mirror the mansion's exterior design. Note especially the 
pattemed brickwork of the south gable and the robust wood brackets of the west porch. The original 
slate roof has been replaced by asphalt shingles, though the copper ridge knobs survive. Multi-paned 
windows and wood doors are original, and one can see in the brick work of the south fa9ade the area 
where one of the greenhouses was neatly attached to the brick and stone of the stmcture. 

Landscape Plan 

Binding the mansion and supporting stmctures of Osgood Hill together is the landscape design 
provided by Emest W. Bowditch (Photos 1,2, and 10). While neglect has compromised the 
integrity of the original landscape plan, Bowditch's original plans, planting schedules, and 
correspondence with Mr. Stevens (preserved in the North Andover Historical Society) provide ample 

(continued) 
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documentation of the landscape architect's vision for Osgood Hill. Some elements of Bowditch's 
design such as the siting of the five buildings, the curvilinear vehicular and pedestrian paths, the 
south lawn and stone retaining walls along the east side of the south lawn, have survived. The 
informal cutting gardens, the naturalistic English-style garden which wrapped around the south lawn, 
and green houses have given way to a parking lot and tennis court (C and D on Sketch Map) 
constmcted by Boston University after 1960 (Photo 31). The addition of a built-in swimming pool 
and adjacent volley ball court (A and B on Sketch Map), again by Boston University sometime 
around 1970, has also altered the character of the original landscape design. The pool is situated 
about 125' to the northeast of the main house, between the gardener's house and the stable. Since 
Osgood Hill is the only knovra landscape commission in North Andover attributed to Bowditch its 
deterioration is regrettable. The survival of the original plans, however, does allow, money and 
effort permitting, the restoration of elements of the original landscape. 

In early June 1997, Martha Larson (Trastee of the Stevens Estate at Osgood Hill), in the company of 
Helen Keller (Horticulturist of the North Andover Garden Club) and Phil Busby (retired Andover 
Arborist) inspected the grovmds of Osgood Hill and provided the following report. 

"As background, we had an aerial photo c. 1950 and copies of 
Emest Bowditch's notebook with sketches for plantings. , ^ --y-,,-- " " 

It was not possible to find any trace of the circular path behind the 
house along which the Bowditch gardens were laid. It is obvious that 
only minimum maintenance has been done in the past 50 or so years, 
consisting mainly of lawn mowing and bmsh cutting. 

There are three handsome cypress frees which appeeir to be part 
of the original landscape. Although crowded by underbrash and an 
opportunistic ash tree, they are relatively healthy and salvageable. 
Small groups of arbor vitae, sprace and cedar, are also probably 19th 
Century plantings. 

It should be noted that the house sits at the edge of a 156 heavily-
wooded parcel which contains many varieties of well-established trees 
including the wiimer of a "largest free in North Andover" contest held in 
the spring of 1997." 

y-' (continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, it is likely that sites are present. 
Environmental characteristics of the property include several locational criteria that are favorable indicators 
for many types of prehistoric sites. The estate includes several well-drained level to moderately sloping 
terrace locales in close proximity (within 1000 feet) to Lake Cochichewick and an unnamed stream which 
drains from north to south along the northwestem property boimdary. The Merrimack River, a knovm 
Native American transportation corridor and settlement locus is also located within one mile of the westem 
property boundary. Ten known prehistoric sites have been recorded in the general area (within one mile) of 
the property, including several sites located in similar environmental contexts as present on the nominated 
property. Given the above information and the general lack of development on the relatively large (153.15 
acre) densely wooded parcel, a high potential exists for locating prehistoric resources on the property. 

A high potential also exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the Osgood Hill property. 
Further documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing can document the location 
and ftmction of components of the Osgood Farm, later developed into the Edgewood Farm, located between 
the westem shore of Lake Cochichewick and Osgood Street. Major components of the farm are reported on 
lower slopes from the extant Main House. Historic archaeological resources in the area may include 
stmctural remains from residential stmctures and outbuildings as well as occupational related features (trash 
pits, privies, wells). Archaeological resources associated with the Deacon John Osgood farmstead, 
purchased by Stevens in 1869, may date to the 19* century or earlier. Archaeological resources may also be 
present related to changes which were made as portions of the Osgood Farm were developed into the 
Edgewood Farm. Stractural remains may also exist from two greenhouses, no longer extant, which were 
attached to the Main House. Stratigraphic evidence may be present from elements of the landscape plan no 
longer visible today. 

(end) 
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Historical Significance 

Overview of the 19th and 20th-century History of the Estate 

Osgood Hill was built for Moses Tyler Stevens and his wife Charlotte Emiline Stevens, nee Osgood, 
between 1884 and 1886. The estate is sited on land that has long been associated with the Osgood 
family, and was only a portion of the vast land holdings that Moses and Charlotte Stevens gradually 
assembled begiiming in 1856. Upon Moses' death in 1907, Nathaniel Stevens, the eldest child of 
Moses T. and Charlotte, moved into the house with his wife Elizabeth Priscilla Stevens, nee White. 
After Nathaniel, "Uncle Nat", Stevens died in 1946, the house was left empty and there was talk of 
demolishing it until 1953 when 153.15 acres of Stevens land, with the existing five buildings, were 
deeded to Boston University by the Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. Stevens Foimdation. The property 
was operated as the Boston University Osgood Hill Conference Center for 40 years. During these 
years a swimming pool was added, as was the dining room addition to the main house, as previously 
described in Section 7. The university hosted many in-house conferences and seminars as well as 
alumni association functions at the Osgood Hill facilities, and also rented out the residential and 
meeting quarters to private and public groups. In 1994 Boston University placed the property on the. 
market and signed a purchase and sale agreement with a developer who had the opportimity to carve 
the estate into at least seventy-five, 2-acre house lots, and offered to set aside a portion of the land as 
open space for the benefit of the town. Fearing the impact of development on the town's water 
supply, since Lake Chochichewick is a reservoir, and the threat posed to North Andover's last 
surviving intact 19th-century gentleman's country estate, in 1994 the voters of the community 
appropriated nearly $5,000,000 to acquire the property from the university. Since 1995 North 
Andover has maintained Osgood Hill, for administrative purposes known as the Stevens Estate at 
Osgood Hill, as a fimction and conference center. The town's goal is to stabilize the physical 
condition of the five buildings and maintain the grounds in their present condition. 

The Stevens and Osgood Families 

Both Moses and Charlotte Stevens, who cormnissioned Emest W. Bowditch to draw up a plan for 
their contemplated coimtry estate in 1883, were descendants of two of Andover's original settlers 
(Andover included the land set off as the town of North Andover in 1855). Moses T. Stevens was 
the seventh-generation descendent of John Stevens, who helped to settle Andover in the 1640s. 
Similarly, Charlotte Stevens, was the descendent of John Osgood, who is popularly credited with 
naming colonial Andover, and was the town's first representative to the General Court of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1651.(Bailey, 15) 

(continued) 
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Moses T. Stevens 

Son of Nathaniel and Harriet (Hale) Stevens, Moses T. Stevens was bom in North Andover (then 
Andover) on October 10, 1825. His father, often referred to as "Captain Nat", was a pioneer wool 
manufacturer who was among the first to introduce the American production of flarmel in 1813. 
(Stone, 406) Moses T. Stevens was one of eight children. He was educated at Franklin Academy (in 
what is now North Andover), graduated from Andover's Phillips Academy in 1842, and went on to 
attend Dartmouth College, leaving in 1843 to help his father in the operation of his mill. Moses was 
made a partner of Nathaniel Stevens and Son in 1850, and when his father died in 1865 the firm's 
name was changed to Nathaniel Stevens and Sons. With the death of his brothers in 1876, Moses 
formed the Moses T. Stevens Company. In 1885 M.T. Stevens £ind Sons was formed, and the 
company was producing woolen goods in North Andover, Andover, and Haverhill, Massachusetts, as 
well as in Franklin, New Hampshire. By this time, Stevens was reputed to be the largest individual 
woolen manufacturer in the United States. (R.D. Stevens, 13) 

In addition to his life-long involvement in wool manufacturing, Moses T. Stevens was also active in 
the banking and the insurance industries. He was a director and president ofthe Andover National 
Bank, and a director of the National Exchange Bank of Boston and the Arkwright Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. He also served as a trustee of the Andover Savings Bank and the Merrimack 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Andover. (R. D. Stevens, 19) « * 

Moses T. Stevens also eamed recognition in state and national politics. He began his political 
service in 1861, serving a term in the Massachusetts State House of Representatives, and went on to 
be elected to a term in the State Senate in 1868. He is most known, however, for his service in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. During his two terms in Congress from 1891 to 1895, Stevens 
served on the House Ways and Means Committee, and was a leader in the framing of tariff policy. 
Though the Wilson-Gorman Tariff of 1895 ultimately maintained high tariff levels, Stevens helped 
to write the original House version of the tariff legislation which would have removed the tariff on 
imported raw wool while supporting protection for finished woolen goods.(Fuess, Essex County. 
Vol. I l l , 6; Cole, 33) During his years in Washington, Moses and Charlotte Stevens resided in a 
suite at the Arlington Hotel leaving Osgood Hill under the supervision of their eldest daughter. (R.D. 
Stevens, 18; Stevens to Floyd) Sons Nathaniel and Samuel managed M. T. Stevens and Sons in his 
absence. (R.D. Stevens, 17) 

In 1895, Moses T. Stevens, now seventy years old, left the House of Representatives, and he and 

(continued) 
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Charlotte retumed to their Osgood Hill estate. Moses resumed his responsibilities in Moses T. 
Stevens Company and continued to serve on bank and other corporate boards in Boston, Lawrence, 
Andover, and North Andover. 

Both Moses and Charlotte Stevens contributed extensively to the civic, religious, and charitable 
activities of the community. In 1867 Moses Stevens, along with other community leaders, donated 
the fimds for the constmction of the old town hall and North Andover's first high school (known as 
Johnson High School and Stevens Hall. (Bailey, 530) In their semi-retirement Mr. and Mrs. Stevens 
were active in the North Peirish Unitarian Church of North Andover, the North Andover 
Improvement Society (donating much of the land for the enlargement of the Common in the town's 
Old Center), and the North Andover Country Club. Moses and Charlotte Stevens also donated the 
land and fimds for the constmction of the Stevens Memorial Library in 1904. Mrs. Stevens was 
recognized, in particular, for her charitable work on behalf of working women, providing the land, 
building and endowment for the Charlotte Home (named for her mother), a surmner home for 
working women on the shore of Lake Cochichewick. (R.D. Stevens, 19) 

Osgood Hill 

Osgood Hill is the name historically and popularly associated with the Moses T. Stevens estate. The 
name is derived from the geographical feature which is the highest elevation (343 feet above sea 
level) overlooking Lake Cochichewick. The hill was only a portion of the 610 acres allotted to John 
Osgood (Mrs. Charlotte Stevens' ancestor) in Andover in the 1640s (Greven, 60). The name 
"Osgood's Hi l l" was in general use at least by 1708 when Massachusetts' Great and General Court 
supervised the division of Andover into two parishes. North Parish (today's North Andover) and 
South Parish (today's Andover). (Fuess, 120). The hillside and surrounding land were passed down 
through John Osgood's descendants and were finally acquired by Moses T. and Charlotte Emeline 
(nee Osgood) Stevens in 1869. Judging from the surviving stone walls which traverse much of the 
presently wooded hillside reaching down to the shores of the lake, it can be reasonably deduced that 
some of the present 153 acres associated with the estate were at one time upland meadow, though 
tradition has it that most of the hillside was wooded. The highest point of Osgood Hill (see U.S.G.S 
map) rises in the south-east comer of thel53-acre property as carved out of the much larger Stevens 
family holdings and deeded to Boston University in 1953 . 

In 1853 Moses T. Stevens married Charlotte Emeline Osgood, the daughter of Captain Isaac and 
Charlotte (Adams) Osgood. Their initial purchase of land, three years after their marriage, was for 

(continued) 
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the purpose of building their first home, a modest Italianate-styled house at 120 Stevens Street near 
Stevens' North Andover factory. This house survives, though significantly "modemized", and is 
located .8 miles to the south ofthe entry to the Osgood Hill estate. 

By the 1880s, Moses T. and Charlotte Stevens had acquired nearly all the land between the westem 
shore of Lake Cochichewick and Osgood Street. Much of this land had been in the Osgood family, 
most notably the Deacon John Osgood farmstead which the Stevens' purchased in 1869. Deacon 
Osgood's homestead (NR, 1990 - First Period House) was constmcted between 1708 and 1712 was 
added on to by his son Colonel John Osgood around 1740. It is located .4 miles to the south of the 
entry to Osgood Hill and identified as 547 Osgood St. Moses T. Stevens maintained part of the old 
Osgood farmstead as a cormnercial enterprise known as Edgewood Farm. In 1881 Stevens 
constmcted the grand bam which still stands below Osgood Hill and adjacent to the Osgood 
homestead at 547 Osgood St. (Roper, "Good Inland Town", 70) 

Another parcel of the original 17th-century Osgood farmstead provided much of the land that 
became the Osgood Hill estate. (Roper, "Osgood Hil l" , 3) After living in their original home at 120 
Stevens Street for nearly thirty years, Moses and Charlotte Stevens began planning their new home 
and moved into Osgood Hill with four of their children in 1886. Their old house was remodeled for 
their son Samuel, while a new house was constmcted a few hundred feet down the south slope of 
Osgood Hill for Nathaniel, the couple's eldest son(called Edgewood, this house was demolished and 
replaced after 1950). (Roper, "Osgood Hill" , 3) Osgood Hill remained the home of Moses and 
Charlotte Stevens until her death in 1906 and Moses' death in the mansion in 1907. Osgood Hill then 
became the home of Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. Stevens until Mr. Stevens' death in 1946. 

From 1886 to 1946 Osgood Hill was the center of the extended Stevens family's life, particularly at 
holidays and special occasions such as weddings and aimiversaries. The Stevens' also hosted 
receptions for Stevens' mill employees and townspeople, sometimes receiving as many as 750 guests 
in the house and adjacent gardens. Ten fiill-time employees kept the estate operating. They included 
a houseman, gardener, assistant gardener, coachman, cook, kitchen maid, laundress, waitress, parlor 
maid, and chambermaid. All but the houseman lived on the estate. A part-time seamstress was also 
employed. Fortunately, Caroline S. Rogers and Abbot Stevens, grandchildren of Moses and 
Charlotte Stevens left behind vivid accounts of the everyday operation of Osgood Hill as well as 
those grander occasions. (Rogers, Stevens to Floyd) 

Though the place of Osgood Hill in the life of the Stevens family and the community are important, 
the estate's historical significance also lies in the fact that it is the last surviving example of the 
gentlemen's estates constmcted on the shores of Lake Cochichewick between the Civil War and 

(continued) 
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World War I . As eaxly as the 1820s farmhouses around the lake were taking in sunmier boarders and 
attracting a clientele from Boston, Salem, and as far away as New York. By the 1850s, many of 
these farmsteads were being purchased and converted into grander summer residences and 
gentlemen's farms. Included among these residences were Richard S. Russell's, "Oakland"; 
Ethan Allan's "Rolling Ridge"; General Eben Sutton's "Hillcrest"; WilUam Sutton's 
"Bullmshes"; George Simonds' "Broadfields"; WiUiam S. Salisbury's "Silver Lake Farm"; and 
Moses T. Stevens' "Osgood Hill. With the exception of Osgood Hill, these estates have been 
adapted significantly for other purposes. For example. Brooks School was constmcted on the 
site of Silver Lake Farm and Oakland, and others aggressively subdivided for residential lots. 

Finally, Osgood Hill derives much of its historic significance from the fact that, as Stephen Roper 
appreciated in his comments on the estate, it was built for a family with strong roots in the 
community and with money made in the coirmiunity. (Roper, Osgood Hill, 1) It was, therefore, 
unique among North Andover's many estates: it was a year-round residence, a family seat, it had 
included a working farm, it had been built on land associated with Mrs. Stevens' family since the 
17th century, and it was within sight of the factory to which Mr. Stevens' traveled each day. The 
decision of the Stevens family to make a gift of the mansion and four associated buildings, along 
with 153.15 acres of the original estate, to Boston University in 1953 was also in keeping with their 
strong sense of community. In fact, much of the open land in North Andover has been preserved as a 
result of gifts from Moses T. and Nathaniel Stevens as well as later members of the family. 

Architectural Significance 

When Moses and Charlotte Stevens chose Hartwell & Richardson to design the buildings of their 
estate they chose a firm that, while not irmovative, was respected, tmsted, and particularly popular 
with Massachusetts' rising entrepreneurs of the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The 
partnership of Hartwell & Richardson was formed in 1881 and lasted until Hartwell's death in 1919. 
Henry Walker Hartwell (1833-1919) was generally recognized as the partner who assumed the 
responsibility for constmction, while the younger William Cummings Richardson (1854-1935) 
provided the designs. Hartwell & Richardson designed many public buildings including among 
them: the Ware and Belmont town halls; the Acton Memorial Library; Odd Fellows Hall, 
Cambridge; the First Spiritual Temple, Boston; and the Eliot Church in Newton Besides the home 
they designed for Moses T. Stevens, their better known residential commissions in the Boston area 
include the Lyman House in Waltham, the Spear House in Holbrook, and houses for Henry Yerxa 

(continued) 
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and S. F Kelly in Cambridge. In 1884, in one of their rare commissions outside of Massachusetts 
they designed a home for Joseph Johnson in Binghamton, NY . While working on Stevens houses 
the architects were also completing two other cormnission in Andover, Christ Church and Draper 
Hall for Abbott Academy. (Maycock, 132-146) 

Clearly, the inspiration for Hartwell & Richardson's designs for Osgood Hill was the work of H. H. 
Richardson (it should be noted that William C. Richardson was not related to Henry Hobson 
Richardson). As stated earlier, the design for Stevens' gatehouse is nearly a verbatim adaptation, on 
a smaller scale, of the 1881 gatehouse H. H. Richardson designed for Frederick L. Ames in North 
Easton, Massachusetts. In fact, the original design for Stevens' gatehouse had included a stone 
archway that made the relationship between the two gatehouses even more apparent (Drawing 2). 
Despite the fact that the plans for the archway were abandoned, the gatehouse is nevertheless a 
tribute to the influence of H. H. Richardson on the architects of his day. Furthermore, the building 
is unique in North Andover where, historically, little stone has been used in constmction. 

Though the design of the estate generally draws on the standard vocabulary and formula of popular 
late nineteenth-century architectural taste, Osgood Hill is historically and architecturally significant 
in the survival of the five buildings, in their intended relationship, and as a cohesive, and largely 
unaltered, example of the Richardsonian Romanesque and the Shingle Styles. Furthermore, while 
the integrity of the landscape plan has been compromised by a lack of maintenance and the addition 
of recreational features, the siting plan provided by Emest W. Bowditch survives, and is the only 
example of his work in North Andover. 

Archaeological Significance 

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in North Andover are in general poorly understood, any surviving 
sites could be significant. While prehistoric settlement in many major drainage areas has been documented, 
many interior locales along wetlands and secondary drainages have not been as extensively reported. The 
above information and the fact that most sites have not been systematically studied and reported make any 
sites in the nominated area potentially important. Potential prehistoric sites in the area may contribute much 
needed information pertaining to local and regional settlement models. This information may document the 
relationship of sites along interior tributary streams and wetlands to larger expected sites along the main 
course of the Merrimack River and at its confluence with the Shawsheen River. Prehistoric sites in the 
nominated area may contain important information for the study of lithic production and procurement, trade, 
environmental change and socio/political organization. 

(continued) 
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Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to document the social cultural, and 
economic characteristics which made the Osgood Hill locale important in the life of the Stevens family and 
the growth of the North Andover community. Additional documentary research combined with 
archaeological survey and testing can document the location and form of archaeological resources associated 
with the Deacon John Osgood farmstead, the first reported historic settlement in the area. This research can 
document when the farmstead was first settled and the scope of agricultural operations at the farm. The 
same research can also document changes or modifications which occurred as the Osgood farm was fiirther 
developed by Moses T. Stevens into a commercial enterprise known as the Edgewood Farm after 1869. 
Detailed analysis of any stmctural remains and the contents of occupational related features can potentially 
contribute information relating to agricultural technologies in use, production and the changes which may 
have occurred as the farm evolved from a traditional working farm into a gentleman's farm. The analysis of 
occupational related features can also provide important information on the lives of the farm's occupants. 
The contents of these features may be stratified, enabling comparative studies between the Steven's and 
Osgood family occupations and gentleman's versus traditional farming operations. Detailed analysis of 
occupational related features associated with the Main House occupation can also help document the 
lifestyle of the Steven's family and activities that occurred during their occupation. Documentary evidence 
combined with archaeological testing may produce stratigraphic and artifactual evidence for the location and 
materials used in components of the landscape plan around the mansion which are no longer visible today. 

(end) 
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1. 19 
Zone 

2. 19 
Zone 

326660 
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Submit the following items with the completed form: 
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Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property.  

Addi t ional i tems (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)  

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Town of North Andover 

street & number. 

city or town 

120 Main Street . telephone 978-688-9510 

North Andover state MA . zip code 01845 
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a 
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this forni is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
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Management and Budget, Papenvork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



NPS Fonn 10-9CK>-a OMB AppnnI No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Slieet 

Osgood Hill 
_ . 10 1 North Andover (Essex), MA 
Section number Page ^ 

Geographical Data: 
\ . ''\y : . \ - \ , •'""^•. ••••• • " • •;, •: % :^.^, 

y • v ; 5 ^ : ' ^ .. „ , -. , . „ • . - . 

UTM location (continued): * *' • 

5. 19 326520 4730300 • ' / \ - f 
6. 19 326460 4730880 * 

Acreage of Property: 153.15 acres 

Verbal Boundary Description: Easterly side of Osgood Street in North Andover, Essex 
County, Massachusetts, Parcel " A " on "Plan of a portion of the land of Trustees u/w 
Nathaniel Stevens located in North Andover, Mass." dated December 16, 1952, Ralph B. 
Brasseur, C.E., recorded with Book 771, Page 178, North Essex Registry of Deeds, 
Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

see attached Plan 2606. 

Boundary Justification: The boundary of the property nominated is the same 153.15 acre 
"Parcel A" deeded to Boston University in December 1952 by the Trustees u/w Nathaniel 
Stevens with boundaries as drawn on Plan 2606 and filed at the North Essex Registry of 
Deeds, Lawrence, Massachusetts. It is the same parcel described in Articles 5 and 6 of the 
"Town of North Andover: Special Town Meeting Warrant" for October 24, 1994. This is 
the special warrant which authorize the appropriation of fimds for the acquisition of the 
Osgood Hill/Boston University Conference Center Site from Boston University by the Town 
of North Andover. 

(end) 
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Photographs 

Name and Address of Property: Osgood Hill, 709 and 723 Osgood Street, North Andover. 
County and State: Essex Coxmty, Massachusetts. 
Location of Original Negatives: North Andover Historical Society 
Photographer: Clarisse A. Poirier, unless otherwise indicated. 
* indicates old views, photographer unknown 

Photo No. Description and Direction of Camera . Date 

1 * Old aerial of estate with Lake Cochichewick undated, 
taken from the northwest (6:26-26A) probably c. 1940 

2 * Old aerial of estate buildings from the south undated, 
(6:25-25A) probably c. 1940 

I Gate House from south (2:2-22A) Jan. 7, 1997 
# Main House, West Fa9ade, from northwest Jan. 7,1997 

(1:15) 
5 Main House, North Fa9ade, detail of Porte Jan. 7,1997 

Cochere, from northeast (2:7-7A) 
H Main House, North Facade, detail of Porte Jan. 7, 1997 

Cochere, from northwest(l: 16) 
f Main House, North Fa9ade(l:28) Jan. 7,1997 
8 Main House, East Facade, from northeast(l:23) Jan. 7,1997 
9 Main House, South Facade, from south(2:l 1-11 A) Jan. 7, 1997 
10 *01d view, Main House, South Facade(6:23-23A) rmdated, 

probably c. 1890 
I I Main House, South Facade, Detail of Porch Jan. 7, 1997 

and Dining Room Addition from southwest (1:7) 
12 *01d view, Main House, Alcove, from west (6:5-5A) c. 1887 
13 Main House, Alcove, from west(4:2A-3) June 4, 1997 
14 * Old view. Main House, Dining Room, c. 1887 

from east (6:14-14A) 
15 Main House, Dining Room, from east(4:lA-2) June 4, 1997 
16 * Old view. Main House, Dining Room, c. 1887 

from south west(6:12-12A) 
(continued) 
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TT Mam House, Ummg Room, from southwest ] June 4,1997 
(4:4A-5) 

18 *01d view. Main House, Library, from northeast c. 1887 
(6:0-0A_ 

19 Main House, Library, from northeast(4:3A-4) June 4, 1997 
20 *01dview, Main House, "Southwest Bedroom", c. 1887 

Room 1, from east (6:2-2A) 
21 Main House, Room 1, from east(4:5A-6) June 4,1997 
22 Main House, Cenfral Stairwell, 2nd Floor, from June 4,1997 

south(4:9A-10) 
23 Main House, Hallway, 2nd Floor, with Bell Pull June 4,1997 

Box, from southwest(4:8A-9) 
24 Main House, Room 2, from northeast(4:6A-7) June 4, 1997 
25 Main House, Serving Room, 1st Floor, from June 4, 1997 

southeast(4:16A-17) 
26 Main House, Music Room, 1st Floor, from , June 4, 1997 

east(4:17A-18) ; 
27 MainHouse, Music Room, 1st Floor, from June 4,1997 

northeast(4:18A-19) 
28 Stable, South Fa9ade, from southwest Jan. 7,1997 

(2:4-4A) 
29 Carriage House, South Fa9ade, from southwest Jan. 7,1997 

(1:36) 
30 Gardener's House, West and South Sides Jan. 7,1997 

from southwest((2:12-12A) 
31 Gardener's House, South Side, far view from Jan. 7,1997 

south(l:2) 

(end) 
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Key Resoirce 

1 Gatehouse 

2 Main House 

3 Stable 

4 Can-iage House 

5 Gardener's House 

A Swimming Pool 

B Volley Ball Court 

C Parking Lot 

D Tennis Court 

Construction date 

1885-87 

1885-87 

1885-87 

1885-87 

1885-87 

ca. 1970 ' • 

ca. 1970 ¥ i i 

ca. 1960 

ca. 1960 

Contributing or  
Noncontributino 

Contributing builcfing 

Contributing building 

Contributing building 

Contributing building 

Contributing building 

Noncontributing Structure ^ 
..... ^ . y ' 

Noncontributing Structure 

Noncontributing Structure 

Noncontributing Structure 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

December 23, 1998 
y -> y •:.'•> •'. 

y •, I 'f'" M < "• 1 
Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places f ^ ^ 'y '"f f S * y 
Department ofthe Interior yy^^J I i * 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Osgood Hill, 709, 723 Osgood Street, North Andover (Essex Co.), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

<yr 

Betsy Friedberg v) 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Maria Ward, Chair, North Andover Historical Commission 
Clarisse M. Poirier, Preservation Consultant 
John R. Leeman, Jr., Chair, North Andover Board of Selectmen 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 • (6l7) 727-8470 
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

September 13, 2005 Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Mr. John Roberts 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior * 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NWS"'floor y. 
Washington, DC 20005 ' ' 

• :j • 
RE: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION: North Andover (Essex County) MA, Osgood I 
Hill 'f 

Dear Mr. Roberts: | 

Enclosed are continuation sheets (2 pages) and a revised cover sheet for section 8, as well 
as a copy of the first page ofthe nomination as listed. The additional documentation ' i 
reflects the discovery of new information on the property's landscape designer. Thank * 
you for adding this documentation to your files. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ( j 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Cc: Kathleen Szyska, North Andover Historical Commission , 1 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 
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The following information has been transcribed from a Rehabilitation Master Plan prepared in 
2001 for the Stevens Estate at Osgood Hil l by Paysage, a landscape design and historic 
preservation firm. In the course of their research, it was discovered that James H. Bowditch 
designed the landscape. Emest Bowditch, to whom the design had been attributed, may have 
sited the house. 

The development of the landscape at Osgood Hill was the result ofthe collaboration between 
two talented brothers. Although the garden design has been solely attributed to Emest W. 
Bowditch, his brother James H. Bowditch was responsible for most ofthe detailed design and 
planting plans. The Catalog of Landscape Records verifies that it was James Bowditch that 
was responsible for the gardens at Osgood Hill. 

From a prominent Salem, Massachusetts family, both men were well educated and had 
extensive professional experience. Emest spent several seasons with the surveying company 
of Shedd and Sawyer in Boston while James worked for a variety of nurseries in the area. 
According to Emest W. Bowditch's joumal, he decided to open his own office in 1871, 
practicing ''general engineering, surveying, sanitary work and landscape gardening." 
Sometime around 1882 James H. Bowditch joined the office and was "in charge of planting 
and forestry." The brothers then proceeded to share an office through the 1890s. 

From the correspondence it would appear that from 1885 on, James took over the garden 
design and planting plans. On June 10, 1885 he sent a statement from the Emest W. Bowditch 
Department of Forestry and Maintenance that included extensive tree, shrub and plant lists 
for the initial development of the estate. However, it was not until 1888 that the formal 
garden and planting beds were designed. In that year JHB made detailed drawings for the 
garden in two notebooks with accompanying plant lists. In a letter to Moses T. Stevens, JHB 
describes the design: 

"We have given your garden design careful consideration and think it is now in form to meet 
general approval in the way of a wide handsome sweep of grass, surrounded by shrubs and 
flowers that must afford a constant succession of bloom throughout the entire season. " 

In the fall of 1892, JHB sent another notebook to Moses T. Stevens that included ''changes 
and additions for the garden" as well as "recommendations for Spring, 1893." Again, this 
included extensive plant lists and notes on the individual plants and maintenance as well as 
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mentioning marked plant changes in the original notebooks. From the correspondence this 
appears to be the last interchange while JHB was working with his brother. 

The only additional correspondence regarding the gardens and landscape at Osgood Hill is 
between JHB and Moses' daughter Mary, wife of John R. Tyler, in 1902. In November of % 
that year, Mrs. Tyler apparently was considering new plantings for the estate. In a letter to 
Mrs. Tyler requesting additional information, JHB describes the intended plantings: 

"...Ifyou will kindly send me the length of wall at entrance to be covered with vines- v' 
Honeysuckle, Clematis, etc-also the approximate size for group of Rhododendron, Laurel ' :j 
and Andromeda nearby, I will make up a list ofplants for each. You might also send the '% 
length of wall to be covered or masked with wild Roses etc on the walk between the two \ 
houses." -

''•. '• ..'--'yyi 

An interesting feature of this correspondence between JHB and Mrs. Tyler is that the letters 1 
from JHB are on his own professional stationary: "James H. Bowditch... Lands cape 
Gardening and Forestry" and for the first time indicate an address different from the office of I 
EWB. It would appear that by this time JHB and his brother had parted ways professionally ij 
and that JHB continued to be the primary designer for the Stevens family at Osgood Hill.' '»i 

Reference: Paysage, et. al. Rehabilitation Master Plan, Stevens Estate at Osgood Hil l , North 
Andover, Massachusetts. September 2001. pp. 6-7. (Copy available at the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission). 
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