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The Dunsmore House is a rectangular dwelling, 36V x 22V, built of a locally- 
quarried, rusticated limestone. It has a gable roof, covered with asphalt 
shingles, a wide wood, cornice, and an exterior brick chimney on the south 
face. The main (east) elevation is symmetrical, five bays wide with a center 
door. Windows are 4/4, as are the two windows on each level (main floor and 
the half-story beneath the gable end) of the south face. The front door appears 
to be of a modern type, and is sheltered by a wrought-iron and wood porch (which 
replaced an older wooden porch). Red-stained shutters on the east face are 
also recent additions.

In 1913 a frame addition was made to the west (rear) side of the house, a kitchen 
and one-story sunporch on the main floor and sleeping area above the kitchen. 
This addition is approximately 24' x 14', with a concrete-block basement con 
nected to the original limestone half-basement. The main gable roof, and sunporch 
roof, of this addition are covered with modern shingles. Sunporch windows are 
2/2/2.

The interior of the main block is divided by a central hallway. The original 
plan, two rooms on each side of the hall (on both levels) was altered in 1913 
to create two large rooms on each level. Features remaining from the original 
construction of the Dunsmore house include a black walnut staircase and balustrade, 
maple flooring, and casement windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dunsmore House is locally significant as the only house made of limestone 
block still extant in the immediate Cedar Falls-Waterloo area, and one of 
the earliest dwellings still standing in the area. It is a fine example of 
the utilization of locally-available materials in a simple design.

The house was built around 1866 by Thomas Chadwick, a master stonemason who 
emigrated to this area from England around 1860. Its first occupant, John 
F. Dunsmore, was an employee of the Illinois Central Railroad (and was during 
the 1890's a waterworks supervisor for the railroad). By 1913, the house 
had been acquired by P.M. Michael, who made the structural alterations and 
additions previously described. The house is now owned by the Black Hawk County 
Bicentennial Commission, and is open to the public as a "living history" museum.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it/has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,

TITLE Director, Division of Historic Preservation

GPO 892.453


