6.-Fynction or Use ' i

Hlstéqc Functions (enter.-ca!eg%n *sifrom instructions)
nﬁmbq+1h- Hotel LA

s
Y

IuplQmE+Mnnﬁ@rnMOn+ aoffice

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: Hotel

7. DescrlptlonA

T

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Reaux Arts

Italian Renaissance

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete (visible below St.
walls limestone facing

roof composition

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Carlton Hotel is located on the southeast corner of 16th and

K Strests, N.W. with the main

It was built in 1926

entrance on 16th Street.

Beaux Arts style derived from

walaces of the Italian Sesa1Q¢ance

The Hotel

containsg rooms for hotel

rooms {(or private dining
shop. The first floor contains
lounges.

rooms and  bwo small
and suites.

is rectangular
long side parallel to 16th
strest to the porte-cochere
offices,
rooms) and a heauty salon and a barber
the lobby,
The upper f{loors contain bedrooms

fapproximately 1707 = 100°) with the

A circle drive leads from the
the front entrance. The bassmnent
a restaurant, kiftchen, meeling

a ballroom, two dining

The hotel 15 eight stories pius a full bkasement.
elevation, along 16th Street has' eleven bhays; the K ir
{(narth) and the south (facing the courtyard) elevations each have
saeven bays. The east wall abuts an adjacent building that is not
part of the hotel. The foundation is of reinforced concrete and
the walls are of reinforced concrete faced with limestone. The

flat roof is bullt-up roofing on a concrete slab. On the rowof
there are Ltwo one-story structures which house the elevalor
shiafts visible from 17th Street. The structural sysbtem i3
reinforced concrete with steel posts and beams. The hotel

contains 19,628 sguare feet per floor.

The three exposed elevations are nearly identical in design. The
overall form of the hotel resembles a largse white, stone box
articulated by a symmetrical fenestration arrangement pattern.
Specific features include the lightly rusticated first floor with
round arch openings in each bhay that create an arcade effect
around the base of the building.

[x] See continuation sheet

level
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1. Name of Property

historic name Carlton Hotel
other names/site number Sheraton Carlton Hgtel
2. Location , v
street & number 923 16th Street . NW | not for publication 1A
city, town Washin gtan |_J vicinity T:?\:
state District of code ne county NA code 001 zip code 20007
Columbia
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[—_x__] private &:] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
D public-local [:] district 1 0 buildings
[l public-State [site 0 O sites
I:] public-Federal [:I structure 0 (___ structures
[ object 0 Q__ objects
] 0. Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA : listed in the National Register ____yza

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property me}l?[Qdoes not meet the National Register criteria. I:]See continuation sheet.
X oo C o, 7 s DS /0]

Signature of certifying official / S7‘ATE HIS1ORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER Date’

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

[I,iéreby, certify that this property is: ) ' S

entered in the National Register. ’ i - SEQ A

[ ] see continuation sheet. V\(-)\ AL) q 0

[__—]determined eligible for the National
Register. I:] See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligible for the
National Register. '

[Iremoved from the National Register.
I:I other, (explain:)

y i
év(vgnature of the Keeper Date of Action



9. Major Bibliographical References

Building Permits, National Archives, Washington, DC

Deeds Records, Recorder of Deeds. District of Columbia

Carlton Hotel Historic Files

Goode, James B. Capital Looses: A Cultural History of Washington's
Destroyed Buildings, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution
Press, 1979

Maps and Titles. Municipal Center, District of Columbia

McDevitt, Leland D. The Book of Washington, Washington, DC: Washington
Board of Trade, 1927

Tax assessment books, Recorder of Deeds

Vertical File, Washingtoniana Collection, Martin Luther King LIbrary,
Washington, DC

Washington Atlases

Washington City Directories

[_]see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested . . L__] State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register (] Other State agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [ ]Federal agency
L__:ldesignated a National Historic Landmark []Local government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings [:| University
Survey # [lother
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property L.esgs than one

UTM References

Alugl rl2134.0:0 lai 3o 7len d =70 I I I O TR A A I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
(o3 I N I I TR I I B B o VI A A I IR B AT MO B

[_]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The property occupies all of Lot 58, Square 199. Lot 58 is located at the
northwest corner of Square 199 and is bounded by 16th Street on the north and
K Street, NW on the west.

D See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire Lot which has been historically
associated with the Sheraton Carlton HOtel

[ ] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle _ Constance Werner Ramirez, President - Glen Alderton, Historian

organization National Preservation Tnstitute date September 16, 1988
street & numberNat's Bldg. Museum, Judiciary Sq., NWelephone 202-393-0038
city or town Washington state DC zip code 20001



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [x] statewide Tiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA []B [x]Jc []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc (o [Je [JF [ NA

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architectiire 1026=1929

Significant Dates
1926

Politics/Government

Cultural Affiliation

NA
Significant Person Architect/Builder

Wardman, Harry Mesrobian, Mihran
Hull, Cordell Wardman, Harry

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Carlfion Hotel
zrhances Lhe commerc:s

Twenbiex” hotel  jqust
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Washingion and London in
Masrobian, a Turk:ish

the rich and the famous, an
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Frieze windows above |the first floor cornice denocte a mezzanin
level. Above that, dn the third floor, there are a series o
G LMTOVEr—S 1K windowsg with rusticated syurrounds, stylzie
protruding keystones and alternating pedimented and arched hoods.
Ahove this are twol floors of unadorned double windows. i o
sixthy floor is treated as a frieze wrapped above the guoins and
contains applied shields protruding from the corners. The doubls
windows, in a line with those on the fourth and fifth floors.,
have been shortened slightly to increase the 1llusion of
foreshortening and the sense of height. A heavy modillion cornice
surrounds  the building and above it are pedimented and arched

[T W 1

T
T

1

iy

=

windows, alternating like the cnes on the hird floor but in
reverse rhythm, with monitor windows above them. Each bay above
the cornice is divided by pilasters supporting a final simple
fascia cornice topped by dentils immediately under the gubter
that surrounds the top of the building. The dentil pattern is
rap &

gated around the top of the elevator shaft housing on th
£, thus ensuring that the design motifs are carried through t«
even bthe roof details which can be seen only from some distance.

o]

Important decorative elements include the wuse of classic
{renalssance) detailing of the fenestration, the triglyphs and
ecorated metopes of the first floor frieze, window pediments and
hhe rusticated stone with guoins. The corners of the first floor
emphasized by the use of the typical Renaissance detai]l of a
mented, and grilled, window set into a rusticated round arch
gsed panel which, being slightly higher than the arcaded
2s, interrupts the frieze. The entrance archway in the
er of the 18th Street elevation 15 handled in a similar
, but with the full arch open and with an applied
tive carved head in the keystone. This corner detalling
he gquoins exbtending from the first to the fift

Lol M (- S
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the applied heraldic shields just
at  the 8th floor) serve to anchor
and enhance the contrasting sense of lightness of the

arcade. The nine first floor arched windows on the
zlevation {(wesi) and the five on the north an
are separated by rusticated prlasters. At L}
molding block has been inserted between the ewmt
ze immediately above.

helow he hullding
the corners of the
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only other significant feature is the norte cuchere
e 16th Street enirance story, flat roofed cover, it
mpletely separate from the hotel emxcept for the conneciting
hyphen between the curb of the driveway and the interior of
hotel. The port cochere is supported by four columns on
side of the driveway. The columns support a broad
that includes a frieze with decorated metopes and a
ion cornice. The roof is flat and the ceiling sectioned
are panels.

-

o
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=
c 1% ol

P

in the
seventh floor.

icant interior features
and the first floor and the suites on the
entrance leads into a large recltangular lobby
Street that contains the elevators and alcoves
registration desk and newsstand on the easgt interior
right or south end 1is a corner room the
Room {(originally the Music Room) with a door leading the
courtyard. A large bar extends from the interior eas:
Behind this room, along the south side of the building is
Crystal Room (formerly the dining room). At Lthe north end of
the plan is similar with a small lounge {(originally
library) in  the northwest corner and the restaurant
iginally the Grill) along the north (k Street) side. Between

x

include public rooms
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the nor and south roonrs i3  an interior ballroom, called the
Chandei'e; Ballroom (formerly the Giardino), and, between 1t and
thie Crystal Room, a small antevoom. O the basement leve]l, there
is room  along the K Street side (griginally the Carlton Night
Tiub) and  spaces currently devoted to hotel offices (originally
three private dlning rooms or meebtlng rooms), the kitchen and

furnace  room. At the south end of the Ha”wmma‘ iz a women’'s
heauty salonr and a barher shop

The motif of arches used on  the emterior of the f:irst floor is
continuaed  around the lobby with arches in the interior walis
through which are entrance Lo tl various rooms and alcoves. The
dark wooden "Florentine” ceiling is articulated with decorated
mowed beams  connecting  the xt erior  and interior "arcades.”
Between the beams are panels corated with applied patierns :

-
R

—
o

tagons and simpler diamond and circular applied patterns. The
over-aii eff@f? is the dark, carved wooden ceilliings of Italian
Renalssance palaces. In the State Room and Crystal Room, the
cellings a ave Dbeen painted dark brown with stylized
stenciled designs of flowers and shells in muted creams and reds

The President’s Suite and other large suiles were all located on
the seventh f{loor where the longer windows were cated,

he exterior of the hotel appears to have been unaltered except
[N 3
i

or the uiot}luq of the basement windows. Originally the windows
along ¥ Street allowed lighft into the Carlton Night Club Reom at
he north end of the basement. The current renovabions have

closed up those windows.

Alterations to the interior of the hotel have occcurred during the
various remodelings. T}' most significant changes have been made
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o the GCiardino and Ehe ms to either side of it Originally
designed ags  a two stors urtyard with the mezzanine windows
© ceiling painted to loock like Lhe

; 1 he Women' s

riting Room  and

Mern’ s Lounge. This mezzanine area has been changed over the
vesrs and the gspaces enclosed and turned into hotel offices. The
wa jor changes include the elimination of the Women’'s Wriling
Toom, the halconiss overloeohing the Giardino, and dropping of Lhe
cerling emcept for a central panel that st:ll  shows Lthe ceiling

t A of the decorative details at the wezzanines

can be seen thr

glass doors Lthat were

itercom leading ot ¥

id wall. QOther changes in
g}

ceiring in the former m
fivors and re-stencill
rocm {now the Crystal R

Grall Room, facing K Street, the original ceiling 18 s Loin

wlace. One of the windows has been changed inte a door Lo allow
access from K Street.

per floors, small bedrooms, probably designed originally

sha’ staff, have been enlarged and the original 2%0

have hesn reduced Lo 202 bedprooms, All the bathrooms

redone in the current remodeling and many of them are

it new iocabtions., All the interior decorabticon of Lhe President’ s

Buite and the other~suirtes on the seventh floor is new.

The hotel sits back  about
sidewalk along 184k Street
the sidewall on K Street.
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SPACES ., To the south side of the hobtel is the Italian stiyie
courtyard enclosed by a high wrought iron fence. The courtyard

was designed as part of the hote
fountain 1in the center, that ha
fountain fixture.

wikth  originally a marble

h
A ]
4
s bheen replaced with an iron

Despite the interior alterations to ceilings and guest rooms to
accommodate the hotel business, the building still retains its
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,

by gt

w#eling and association. The Carlton Hotel is an important
xample of Ttalian Renaissance style and the work of Mihran
esrobian and the ambition of Harry Wardman.

i

3

e
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o

Other hotels in Washington in this period ewhibit a variety of
designs, most of which were executed in brick on a stonse base.
T

In contrast, the Carlton’s use of stone and the continuation of
Renaissance Revival details from the basement to the roof gave a
real sense of the hotel as a palace. In addition, Wardman always
promoted the hotel as "uncompromisingly exclusive.”

Harry Wardman (1872-1938) was an immigrant from England, who
stowed away on a ship for Australia and was put ashore in New
York when he was discovered. By the time of his death, he had
become the praincipal builder in  the Distraict of Columbia. A
flamboyant and innovative developer, he esrected over 400
apartment buildings and 5,000 houses. It 1is estimated that when
he died, ten per cent of Washington’'s population lived in
buildings he had constructed. His buildings incliuded low-cost
housing, provisions for children and added playgrounds, as wel
as a high guality of materials. Wardman maintained his own
tumber mills, full-time carpenters and an office of architechts.
In addition to housing, up is noted for such important huildings
as the Chastleton 16 Streel, N.W.), Highlands and Woodward
Apartments, the British Embasgy, the Wardman Park Hotel! (now the
Sheraton Park) and the Hay-Adams Hotel (begun in the year the

oot

Carlton was completed). Wardman also razed many significant
buirldings in his guest for land to be developed. This included
the Anderson House, d951&nea by H.H. Richardson, built in 1881

b
4 3
oand demolished in 1825 Lo make room for the Carlton.

ardman’ works, the palatial Carliton was to be the
Crown of this self-made man. Gambling that he could

Wa.

=] e

produce the greatest modern but select (250 rooms) residential
1

hot e in America, he spent millions on  consbtruction and
furniskings. Unfortunately, in the crash of 1929, Wardman was
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211 the Cariton and many of
nter continued, however
ibh oo oa smaller scale, unti

NP

, e worked
1l he  was promoted
on of the Dolmabaho ,
; stanbul. He &erved in the Turkish Army during
I as a nilitary eng isoner of war o in
151 tect Job. In
d 1inn Washingbton in
f

Mihran Mescobian (188¢
i tstanbul and receiv
Lo advanced standing
graduation

grated to the United States and arrviv

1924 he was working as & draftsman for Harry Wardman and in
&  he received =& National Award for Excellence from the
racan Institute of Archit

ects’ local rchapter for his design of

3
Carlton Hotel.

il
]
jai
@
-

"
Ul
Cv
n

Mesrobian conceived of the idea of saployin wro

g t.
create  the reproduction of an Etaiian nal zzo; for
his ceilings were influenced by the Davangat: Palace in
It is apparent that Wardman worked closely on all
ith his architect and spared no cost. Mesroblan also
designed the Annex of the Wardman Park, now the Sheraton Parkh
Hotel . The Carlton Hotel 15 significant in politics or
government because of its rele during the Truman administration.

e to fnp themszve rerovabion of the White House in 1948-195%0,

President Truman and his family moved to Blair House, the White

House ' g qvﬁsf house across Pennsylvania AVﬁﬁue. At that bLime the

it Hotel was chosen for offi1cial enter nlnq, since the
Hmuee could nol accomnmodate the large numbers formerly
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entertained in the East Room or the Dining Room of the White

House Almost all official functions were held at the hotel,
often in the formal dining reoom (The Carlton Room) on the north
end of the hotel, parallel to K Street. In arder to ensure that
protocol was followed, President Truman often had teo enter
through one of the arched windows from K Street to precede his
guests, who were entering through the hotel lobby. Truman held
many of his official meetings, as well, 1n the hotel (Carlton
files, photos of the "Truman Commititee”), which met regularly

Presidential involvement with the hotel predated the Truman
admi r;&fraflon, For instance, its very opening was significant

gnough that President Calvin Coolidge snipped the ceremonial
¢ibbon at the opening of the Hotel on October 1, 1926,

The Carlton Hotel’s associlation with the many famous and infamous
guests indicates its role in the commerce and hotel activities in
Washingion. John L. Lewis, president of the United Mine Workers,
and his pit-booted miners were in the 1930s, the notel ' s only
payving guests. The hotel was also cccupied by members of the
United Steelworkers who moved its Washington headquarters to the
Carlton i 189332 (Shallett), By World War II, Howard Hughes
maintained a full-time suite (available when Hughes was not there
to any uniformed personnel who needed a room at no charge).
Cordell Hull, ESecretary of State under Franklin Roogsevellb, and
th of the Good Neighbor policy toward Latin America and
w@ntal in the Organization of American States, did most of
cial entertaining there The hotel s private dining room
then for state dznmezs and the Cabinet members would
djourn there for dinner, sometimes accompanied by FDR
g To encourage such patronage, the hotel investsd in
ster silver and gold plate service for one hundred diners.
(Saturday Evening Post, 1950) Hull eventually made the hotel his
home, the only one with a private kitchen, and entertained there,
both publically and privately over an eleven vysar period
(Ghallett). The State Department continued to use the hotel for
ficial guests even after Hull nad left, Even Bernard Baruch
b

- 1y}

"
has a Washington office in the Carlton ha lle%t>
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Hollywood and television stars, such as Hatherine Hepburn and
Benjie, the dog, have been regular guests. In his last years,
General John J. Pershing of World War [ fame (who had lived at
the Hotel during Prohibitiony later ‘“shipoped® Walter Reed
77 Hospital’s Institutional Thanksgiving dinner for his remembered
favarite dish, the Carlton’s duckling in orange wine sauce.
{(Washingto Times Herald, November 27, 1942) Foreign diplonats
entert alned regularly at the hotel and bthe Thostess with the
mostest, " Ambassador to Luxembourg, Perle Mesta, gave debutante
parties there, as did Arthur Godfrey. Cowboy Gene Autry
broadgast  his  radio  show from the hotel. From 1965 to 1985,
every United States President has had his hair clipped by the
Hotel harber.
The period of significance has been limited to 1926~1%29, the
ownership by Harry Wardman, because the constru:flg and
reputation of the hotel from that time thas established the
charachter treatment and clientele ever since. In 1953, the
Carlton was purchased by The Sheraton Corworation.
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Janes T, Massey

September, 1988

National Preservat

3 1
nformation same {or al

A General View, looking SE, with K Street facade at fL and
16th facade at right (note temporary construction chute and
walkway on facades)

2 General View looking NE, with I18th Street facade at left and
south facade at right

3 Front {(16th SL.) facade, looking weast

4. South Facades, looking NE

. Main Entrance and Porte Cochere, 16:h Strest, looking NE

&, Main Lobby, l1st floor, gener view, looking SE (photo to be
supplied)

7. Main Lobby, detail of decorative work on wall and ceiling,
looking E

g, Bar, lst floor, 16th & K corner, general view looking NW

{getb rorrect name of room)

3. Moeting Room, st floor, south side detail of decorative

walil and ceiling working, looking N
14 Living Room Suite (pame?), looking NE
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 900@9911 Date Listed: 6/28/90¢
Carlton Hotel District of Columbia DC
Property Name County State
N/A

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

OM Aronsss ©Ja8]d0

(kaignature of the Keeper Date bf Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Delete "politics/government" as an area of significance, and
Harry Wardman and Cordell Hull as significant persons.

The period of significance should be limited to 1926 to
correspond to the date of construction.

The nomination is officially amended to reflect these changes.

Verified by telephone with Glen Leiner of the D.C. SHPO, 6/28/90.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



