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1. Name of Property 
historic name Miss ion H i l l T r i a n g l e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
other riames/site number 698-712 Hunt ington Avenue, 1605-1617 Tr 

2-24 & 1-35 Wieelesworth S t r e e t ; 2-36 & 1-31 Worrhingtnn .c;^rPP^ 
2. Location 
street & number M/L I not for publication 

I I vicinity city, town Boston 
state MA code MA co" " t y S u f f n i k code 0 ? 5 zip code 0 2 1 2 0 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 

1 3 private 
I I public-local • • - . 
• public-State *VA . ;lOJ •. * .1 

• public-Federal '•>i"-5^ i'': ''-^ < 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Category of Property 

• bulldlng(s) " = 

• district . ' . 

• site ' ^' 

I I structure ' 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing - -5 ' • 

72 3 buildings 

• ' sites 

- structures • 

objects - • ^( 

T Total - 7 0 -
Number of contributing resources previously  

listed in the National Register Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

• nomination • request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In rt)y opinion, the propprty • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. • See continuation sheet. n my opinion, the propprty • meel 

>ianature of certifvina official KSec Signature of certifying official mtecut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. • See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

{ ^ [en tered in the National Register. ^ • 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. • See continuation sheet. ^ 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

'Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

nnMT?.«^TTr^c;TNnT.F nW.T.T.TNr,^ MflT.TTPT.F. 

nWF.I.I.TNH, HnTFT. 
nOMMFRf^R-TRAnK / .qPF.nTAT.TV .^TOBF 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

nnMF.STTC/STNfiT.F, nWFLLIWG 
MULTIPLE DWELLING, HOTEL 

—COMMERCE-TRADE / SPECIALTY STORE 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification , 
(enter categories from instructions) 

T.ATF. VTCTORTAN / SKmwn FMPTRF 
qilKF.N ANNK, TTAT.TANATF, RF.NATSSANnF 
RFVTVAT. RriMANF.qQHF 

COLONIAL REVIVAL 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
waits 

GRANTTF 
BRICK-BROWNSTONE 
SANDSTONE, MARBLE 

roof _ 
other 

SLATE, TAR AND GRAVEL 
STONE 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. . . 

The proposed Mission H i l l Triangle National Register D i s t r i c t i s a smal l , 
v i sua l l y and geographically cohesive, four-block area dominated by br ick 
res ident ia l row houses b u i l t during the two decades from 1872 to 1892. The 
d i s t r i c t i s bounded by Huntington Avenue, Smith St reet , Worthington Street and 
Tremont Street and includes bui ldings on Wigglesworth St reet . Two structures 
w i th in the d i s t r i c t were constructed a f te r the primary bu i ld ing period i n 1910 
(major addit ions to 706 Huntington Avenue) and 1912 (682 Huntington Avenue). 
Three contemporary structures ( b u i l t since the 1950's) are also included i n 
the d i s t r i c t ; these are considered noncontr ibut ing. The remaining 72 " " 
bui ld ings are con t r ibu t ing . 

Of the bui ld ings withfin the proposed d i s t r i c t , 70 were constructed as 
s ingle- fami ly row houses during the period from 1872 to 1892. Of these, 68 , 
remain completely r e s i d e n t i a l , while two have commercial uses a t the ground , 
f l o o r s . The bui ld ings from th i s period range in height from two to four 
s t o r i es , wi th the major i ty being two or three s to r i es . The bui ld ings are of . 
br ick const ruct ion, some with brownstone, sandstone or marble fac ing. 
Charac te r i s t i ca l l y , res ident ia l row houses i n the d i s t r i c t were b u i l t on small 
l o t s ranging i n size from 1,330 to 3,077 square fee t . In general, the 
bui ld ings are uniformly set back from the public sidewalk (approximately ten 
fee t ) which allows fo r a small yard in f r o n t . A short walkway generally leads 
to a stone stoop and commonly to an arched entry way. Most of the yards are 
planted or landscaped and enclosed by a low i ron fence or hedge. Shade trees 

, l i ne the concrete sidewalks. Other bui ldings w i th in the d i s t r i c t Include ten 
f three-story bui ld ings ( b u i l t fo r mul t ip le family use), a four -s tory apartment 

bui ld ing (designed to house s ix fami l ies) and a four-s tory ho te l . 

Seventy-two row houses were b u i l t between 1872 and 1892. The 70 tha t remain 
give the d i s t r i c t a remarkable degree of arch i tectura l uni ty achieved through 
a rhythmic pattern of bui ldings with pro ject ing round or semi-octagonal bays. 
The rows feature continuous cornice l ines and mansard roofs punctuated wi th 
semi-octagonal dormers. Among the 1870s s t ruc tures, the basic house form i s 
the same: a s ide-hal l p lan; 2 s tor ies plus mansard; f l a t entry bay next to a 
pro ject ing semi-octagonal bay. Four of the houses constructed i n 1872 have 
round bow f ronts and decorative elements vary somewhat between groups. 

:} i j..<ii., Ti-i .'. U'.i-.ril Av;V \: unit; . .1.. iJ.i.Mi} !(£.! !.Ill ;r > ' . ) • i;%r4.; t 

• See continuation sheet 

'•MM'" 



Unlttd StatM Dtpartmtnt of tht Inttrior 
National Park Setvice 

National Reglater of HIatorIc Placaa 
Continuation Sheet 

Mission Hill T"iangle 
Section numhar 7 Pag* L His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Boston, MA 

George D. Cox, a local builder and real estate speculator, was 
responsible for dividing the larger undeveloped land parcel and 
laying out Wigglesworth and Worthington Streets. For the group with 
the most prominent location, 1605-1617 Tremont Street. Cox chose 
marble as the facade material, probably intending to add elegance 
and sophistication to the row. Like most of the other row houses in 
the d i s t r i c t , those on Tremont Street rise two stories to a third 
story contained beneath a slate mansard roof. Window openings are 
trimmed with stylized hoods and projecting s i l l s supported on 
brackets. Window treatment in this block i s generally 2/1 or 1/1 
sash, except at 1605 Tremont which has 6/6 on the second and third 
floor. The f i r s t floor windows were changed when the commercial 
storefront was added in the early 2 0th century. The rooflines are 
defined by heavy bracketed cornices. A one-story asphalt and wood 
shingle sided dormer with a bracketed cornice i s located at roof 
level above 1609 Tremont Street. An early 20th century commercial 
store front has been added to 1605 Tremont Street and 20th century 
commercial additions have been made to 1605 and 1613 Tremont Street. 

Two groups of dwellings (designed by architect John T. Broadhurst 
for Cox, and built by mason Charles L. Peacock) stand at 1-11 
Wigglesworth Street and at 2-12 Worthington Street. Each row 
comprises six houses, a l l of which are faced with rusticated 
brownstone. Each facade features a two-story octagonal bay. Window 
openings are framed by Gibbs surrounds as are the recessed 
entrances, several of whiqh retain original double doors. Window 
treatment i s mainly 2/1 and 1/1 in both these blocks. 2-16 
Wigglesworth Street and 14-24 Worthington Street are constructed of 
red brick trimmed with brownstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . The l i n t e l s 
have ornamented incised stylized motifs. These again feature 
octagonal bays. The rows are tied together by continuous belt 
courses of angled bricks and dentilled copper cornices. Three 
additional units originally stood at 18-22 Wigglesworth Street but 
have since been demolished; the site i s now a parking lot. 
Sandstone facing i s seen in the Italianate style townhouses at 13-23 
Wigglesworth Street. These are similar to the neighboring houses at 
1-11 Wigglesworth Street but are faced with a lighter sandstone. 
The recessed entrances and window openings are framed by simple 
pilasters rising to segmental arches decorated with stylized 
motifs. As i s characteristic within the d i s t r i c t , these houses have 
octagonal bays. A continuous row extending from 1-31 Worthington 
Street, also red brick with brownstone trim, makes up the remaining 
group of early structures in the d i s t r i c t . Comprising sixteen row 
houses, this block features brownstone entry and sixteen window 
surrounds decorated with incised stylized motifs; the door 
surrounds possess panelled pilasters. Window treatment i s mainly 
2/2 sash. Rectangular transoms exist above existing original double 
doors. f ^- A\ 

(continued; 







8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

EH nationally I I statewide [y~l locally , ^ ..^ 
,̂ * 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A CZIB C H D ' ' ' 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A H H C I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE 1872-1912 
COMMERCE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND UEVELOPMENT 

jtiJral Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
tlM . ,T0HN H. BESARICK, JOHN T. BROADHURST, 

# — î y J. LAWRENCE BERRY, CHARLES L. PEACOCK̂  
"— CA. HALSTROM, WM. HOLMES, JAMES J , GALVIN, 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted glg<^Q£ Q QQX 
The Mission Hill Triangle District is significant as a substantially intact 
neighborhood of late nineteenth century masonry row houses which portray a 
distinct development period in the history of Boston's Mission Hill area. 
Historically this area has been part of the town of Roxbury which was annexed ' 
to Boston in 1868. Through its architecture, the area reflects a change in " ' 
character during the late nineteenth century from its rural beginnings to an 
urban/suburban nature as part of the "streetcar suburbs" of Boston. The 
Mission Hill Triangle Historic District is of local significance and meets < 
Criteria A and C for listing on the National Register. It retains integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

Among the Puritan immigrants who sailed with John Winthrop from England aboard 
the "Arabella" in 1630 was William Pynchon, leader of a small group that 

1 settled just south of the Shawmut Peninsula. The settlement was called 
"Rocksbury" or "Rockburie," recalling the uneven, rocky terrain with its 
brooks, ponds, springs, and wooded hills. Early settlement clustered around 

' the meetinghouse in Roxbury's John Eliot Square, constructed in 1632. The 
boundaries of the town were defined by a series of legislative acts dating as 
early as 1636 and as late as 1860. Farming remained the main occupation in 
Roxbury throughout the colonial period, with industry limited to such 
farm-related activities as grist mills, fulling mills, and tanneries. 
Originally part of Norfolk County, Roxbury was incorporated as a city in 1846 
and was annexed to Boston in 1868, following West Roxbury's separation as an 

' independent town in 1851. Annexation accelerated expansion of an urban 
transit system and accompanying residential development. 

„ As the last town on the mainland before croissing the neck to Boston on the ^ 
Shawnut Peninsula, Roxbury occupied an important economic position. Roads \ 
intersected to go down the Neck at the lower Roxbury village, which became a 
market for produce and goods enroute to Boston. Thus, the only road from 
Boston passed through Roxbury, dividing at John Eliot Square into the road to 
Brookline and Cambridge (Roxbury and Tremont Streets) and the road to Dedham 
(Centre Street). Houses clustered around the town green at Eliot Square and 
along Dudley and Washington Streets. 

, T i l See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

.1,: * 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has Ijeen requested HPCA # 10787 MA- HELVITIA HOTEL 

I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings * •ift • 11 J e 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
E State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency : , . . : 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

10. Cteographical Data 
Acreage of property T i\rr-oc 

UTM References 

A I119I h l 2 l 6 l 7 l 9 l o l l4 i6 l8 i8 l8 ia iQ 
Zone Easting Northing 

C LILSJ l-3l2i6l8iOiOl I 4 i 6 l 8 i 8 l 7 i 9 i 0 

B l l i 9 I I 3 l 2 i 6 l 7 i 8 i 0 l I 4 i 6 l 8 1 S l 8 1 1 1 o l 
Zone Easting Northing 

D l l i 9 l I 3 l 2 i 6 l 7 i 6 i 0 l I 4 i 6 I 8181 7111ol 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

pyl See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

T̂ 'e boundary includes the two adjacent parcels of land which were purchased and developed by 
George D. Cox i n 1871 and Schlesinger and Geiger i n 1884. The block from 1621 to 1649 
Tremont Street was excluded because of substantial alterations i n the buildings and later 
periods of construction. 

t O'l • i Q S e e continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameAitie Christine Scott Beard (ACT), W/Anne Tait , Acting National Register Director" 
organization MHC 
street & number _ 
city or town B o s t o n state 

rt;.t« 3/20/198T 
80 Boylston Street ..•pphon«(617) 727-8470 

MA zip code_02116 















'^HKKr •••• 

entrances are ornamented with an inset carved brownst«M^FW[K5|l!IS'y"whil 

Unlttd Stattt Dtpartmtnt Of tht Inttrior 
National Park Strvlct 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

' Mission H i l l Triangle 
Saetlon numbar 9 Paga l Historic D i s t r i c t , Boston, MA 

9. BIBLIOGRAPHY; (fo r the Boston Landmarks Commission's 
report of the Mission H i l l Triangle Area, 

. f o r reference see below). 

Atlas of the City of Boston (Roxbury). Volume 2. Philadephia: 
George W. and 

Walter S. Bromley, 1884. 

Atlas of the City of Boston. Roxbury. Philadephia: G. W. Bromley 
& Co., 

1896; 1906; 1915; 1931. = 

Atlas of Suffolk County, Massachusetts. Hopkins, 1873. 

Boston Building Department, City of Boston. Building permit 
records. Boston 

City H a l l . . „ 

Boston City Directories. Various Years. < 

Boston Landmarks Commission. St. Botolph Street Area. Study Report. 
Boston Landmarks Commission. Various Building Inventory Forms. 
Boston Landmarks Commission. South End H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . Study 
Report. 

Boston Public Library. Fine Arts Department. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l Archive. 

Boston Redevelopment Authority. Mission Hill-Medical Center Area. 
Boston, 

1979. .. 

Boston Street Commissioners. Record of Streets. Alleys. Places,  
etc. i n the 

City of Boston. Boston, 1910. 

Bunting Bainbridge. House of Boston's Back Bay. Cainbridge, 1967. 

Damrell, Charles S. A Half Century of Boston's Buildings. Boston, 
1895. 

Deed records. Suffolk Conty Registry of Deeds; Suffolk County 
Courthouse; 

Pemberton Square, Boston, MA. 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 







PROPOSED MISSION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Street Address Map Type Historic Name/or Original Owner Date Style Status 

Huntington Avenue 
682 21N9E B The Esther 1912 Georgian Revival C 
698 21N9E B Alber t Geiger , • 1888 Queen Anne/Romanesque Revival c 
700 21N9E B Alber t Geiger 1888 Queen Anne/Romanesque Revival c 
702 21 N9E B Alber t Geiger 1888 Queen Anne/Romanesque Revival c , 
704 21N9E B Albert Geiger 1888 Queen Anne/Romanesque Revival c 
706-708 21N9E & 8E B The Helvetia ca. 1884 Queen Anne/Renaissance Revival c 
712 B Store 1910 Commercial c 

Corner Wigglesworth St . 21N9E B Arby's Restaurant ca. 1975 Commercial # 
Corner Smith Street 21N9E B Traverns Tavern ca. 1970 Commercial -

Tremont Street - ? 
1605-1615 . 21N9E B George D. Cox 1872 I ta l ianate 

•"* • 1617 21N9E B Mission H i l l Veteran's Post ca. 1960 Commercial 

Wigglesworth Street 
•.-•••••,''•*• • " 
•*•>, 

1-11 21N9E B George D. Cox 1872 I ta l iana te ? 
13-23 21N9E B J . F. Broadhurst 1872 I ta l iana te \ i , c 
25-29 21N9E B Mrs. Wil l iam Hardcastle 1891 Italianate ' ^ / f < 
31-35 21N9E B B. J . Connolly 1891 :̂  I t a l ianate ' • / ••4 2-16 K 21N9E B George D. Cox 1872 I ta l ianate 

Worthington Street '•• • ¥'• V 
1 -31 21N9E B George D. Cox 1872 I ta l iana te ,y 

• 
2-24 21N9E B George D. Cox 1872 I ta l iana te „,*" 

26-28 21N9E B B. J . Connolly 1891 I ta l iana te 
30 21N9E B Patrick Grinham 1892 I ta l iana te IE 
32 21N9E B Patr ick Grinham 1892 I ta l ianate 
34 . " 21N9E B Patr ick Grinham 1892 I ta l iana te C 



CONTEXTUAL MAP 
MISSION HILL TRIANGLE I "V 

HISTORIC DISTRICT V N 

Boston Assessors Maps - 21N 8E, 21N 9E 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

Mission H i l l Triangle H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

9/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: OCT 0 3 1989 
OCT 1 9 198g °F 11/06/89 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001747 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
OTHER: N PDIL: Y PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

N 
N 
M: 

C O M M E N T W A I V E R : 

I / A C C E P T 

N 

RETURN REJECT DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA Qq (Vv?^ ( T J U L ^ 
REVIEWEP"̂  ̂  ' ̂-
DISCIPLINE^ 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justif i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs - boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 





































September 15, 1989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

SEP 2 21988 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Enclosed you wi l l f ind the following nomination form: 

Mission Hi l l Triangle Historic D is t r i c t , Huntington Avenue, Tremont, 
Wigglesworth, and Worthington Streets, Boston, (Suffolk County), Massachusetts. 

There has been no owner objections for the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted el ig ib le by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were noti f ied of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

inc^rely, 

<nne E. Tait 

Acting National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretor)! 


