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A quote from Rexford Newcomb!s book"Old‘Kentucky'ArchiteCture,
""Indeed McMurtry (John McMurtry the Architect) worked upon ocea
sion in what might be called a Roman phase of the Classic Reviv
al, as witness Botherum designed by him in. 1851 The walls of’
rought stone contrast markedly with the prec1se lines of the
“fluted Corlnthnanvv”, s which flank the structure on two
facades. Tet

ade: denticulated ‘qblature of thesé portic¢oes con-
tinue around the house which is crowned by an octagonal iron-
ral]ed cupola. 'Botherum™ is a unique house.'l .

The following quote fsofirom Clay Lancaster, architectural his-
torian: 'The combination of Corinthian and Gothic was'a pér-
fectly natural thing for McMurtry, who wrote: "All styles maybe
divided into two classes. One derived ffom the post and lintel
~and the other from the arch*!the‘Grectan ‘being first and the
Roman or Gothic the second.' McMurtry was fundamentally a
builder, and for him style followed a system of construction
rather than historical precedent. In Botherum the two modes ar
combined more happlly than one would expect. The overall effec
is not discordant.

Botherum is truly an eclectic house combining many different
elements from various architectural styles. The exterior has
rough stone walls from Llimestone which contains many fossils
and laid in mortar ‘containing coal chips, which glisten in the
sunlight. One ell of the house is built of brick and plastered
over and marked tdoisimulate stoné.!Thi§ of course gives a very
smooth and regular surface in contrast to the roughness of the
real stohé walls: The pedﬁmehts of the house arei made of" wood
but are sawed to resembie stone in the fashion that is used in
fren¢h styles and at Mt. Vernnn The house has an' elaborate
system of freestanding columns and pilasters on the three main
facades. These'are all a romanized version'ofthe classic
Corinthian order. Little change has come to the house since it
was built in 1851. A garden which occupied and enclosed space

between the two original ells wéstbtosed in after the Civil War}

This necessitated bringing the kitchen up from the basement to
the origina] dining room and making a new dining room from the
garden area. The original diamond-shaped bohemian glass doors
and windows on the exterior were replaced by clear ghass about
1890. Doors in the interior still contaln the or:glna] bohemlan

glass.

|

Clay Lancaster, has been quoted ‘that Botherum ‘is S ’j
Architecture Wthh conta:ns the flnest interior
exustence :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

temple in which he could liye and reesall the beautiful memories
of his wife who had died in childbirth twenty three years pre-
viously. Johnsen.was an.eccentric and struggled all his life
under a fetish that he was physically ugly. He felt this so
strongly that the President of Transylvania College sent him his
diploma and read Johnson's valedictori#al address himself.
Johnson graduated with a Law degree at the age of fifteen. He
later worked with Henry Clay and became’'a confidant of BRbraham
Lincoln. It has been said that Lincoln asked him to accept the
cabinet post of Treasurer in his cabinet but that Johnson re-
fused feeling that he would not be accepted into the Washington
Social Llfe due to his physical appearance.

Johnson became a fast friend 66 Cassius M. Clay, the Emancipat
tionist, and actively: mamaded Llay! sUfJnanC|al affairs c durlngg
the tlme Clay served as Ambassador to Russia and succeeded in

younger sister, Sally Ann, was widowed after only a few weeks of
marriage and it was during this time ofsbereavement that Johasor
consoled and married her. He was always aware of her beauty ang
loveliness, so) he. commissianed Botherum to be. built as a shrine
to her memory. It is certain that he influenced the plans be-
cause it is unique and unlike any other McMurtry house.

A]though Johnson used the house as a stopover for ‘the underground
railroad during pre-Civil War days he was very particular who
should be allowed to use the house and never durrngghls life let
any relative or fitend spend the night under its roof. He built
another house to the rear of Botherum to house his card games
and occasnonal guests. ﬁELWFfo

(.\\« S
James Lane Allen, a noted a {f rJBfrPPQ k850's used Botherum as |
the seene of a story writte , raét ‘the black man #nd the
white man and to show that §§m|4%% ‘quilfdties existed in both.
Johnson and his servant, Pet 9P¢ﬁ°<& werne used as prototypes
in the story called 'Two Geﬁ%lemafj h ken€ﬁcky "
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