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Tomn Worcester
Address 80 Fairhaven Road
Historic MareLars Petterson-Silas
Archer Three-Decker
Usss Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1920
Source  Worcester House Directory
Style Colonial Revival Three-Decker
Architect possibly Lars Petterson
Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and

shingle
Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition excellent

Moved Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

SettingEarly 20th century, urban,

single- and multi-farr.ily, residentia

street.

Recorded by I""ichael steinitz

Organization
Dae December 19 88



NAT O REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Lars Petterson-Silas Archer Three-Decker possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Itis
significant as a representativeexanple of t hesuburban, multi-family,
residential development that characterized t heGreendale section of northern-.
Worcester i ntheearly 20th century, where many working-class famlies were
drawn by enpl oyment opportunites at t henearby Norton Conpany and ot her
factories. | t 1 salso an unusually well-preserved, well-detailed exanple

of Colonial Revival three-decker design. The Petterson-Archer Three-Decker -
thus nmeets criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places on the

| fdM EXMt "SI GN FH CANCE  Describe i nportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 80 Fairhaven Road i sa remarkably well-preserved and finely
detailed exanple of local Colonial Revival style three-decker construction.
The gable-roofed building i sclad i n wood clapbaord, with wood shingle bands
between stories. The asymmetrical main facade contains a recessed, three-
tier porch with paired Tuscan colums. The porch i sflanked by a shallow,
three-story bay window. The side elevation contains a shallow, square
projecting bay with triple wi ndows, which i scapped by a small, pedi mented
gable. The roof cornice overhang shelters both modillion blocks and dentils,
and a pendant marks t hebay w ndow corner of themain facade. Stair,"?ells and
front parlor side walls have geometric pattern decorative lights. Wndow,
sash i s6/1with simple surrounds.

HSTARCAL SQIHCANE Explain the role omners played in local or state history axd howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the corwunity.

The Greendale section of northern Worcester was subdivided i nthe first
decades of the20th century, and developed as a single- and multi-family
residential neighborhood. | t served both those enployed i n nearby
manufacturing firms, particularly :he Norton Conpany, and those who

commuted by streetcar t oenployment in' other parts of thecity. The greatest
concentration of three-deckers i ntheneighborhood were built i n the

sout hwest section, where thePetterson-Archer Three-Decker was built ca.

1920. The first owner of both 80 and 76 Fairhaven Road was Lars Petterson,

a contractor who owned nore than a dozen other buildings i nt he Greendale
and Lincoln Street areas. Residents i n 1920 included Raynond Know es, a
steamfitter; Jefferson Pierce, a foreman; and Dorothy Ramsdell, a stenographer
In thel920s t hehouse was owned by Silas Archer, who also lived here.
Residents i n1930 included Burton White, a cost clerk for American Steel

and Wre; Marsden Lewis, a sweeper for theNorton Conpany; and Kenneth

Whit comb, a production clerk for t heHeald Machi ne Conpany.

Bl BLI GRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
VJorcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1920, 1930
L. J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Wr'.ester, 1922 .

J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
8/ 85
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305



