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CONDITION
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Q Moved Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/£ known.) PH Y-SrC A L APPEARANCE

The State Soldiers and Sailors Monument of Indiana limestone s is rock-facec 
in the terrace, vermiculated rustic at the pedestal, and smooth the rest 
of the monument—the C9lumn base, Shaft, capital, and entablature. The 
approach stairs are carried on brick platforms. The basement is faced in 
concrete slabs,.. ̂  HJfte^ observation level at the top of the monument has steel 
bulkheads,^££ s£eel deck ,ahd ceiling. -

The first stage of this'"tapering, 28$ foot, smooth-sided limestone shaft is 
set on a' square-sj.ded;\^g.pering pedestal, on a raised circular terrace 
about 110 f^et in diameter, which is reached from the street by a double 
flight of 12 steps each on both the north and south sides of the terrace, 
tanking the pedestal^pn the right and left, or east and west sides, are 
jgjroups of sculptured figures on separate but attached pedestals, one group 
representing War, the other Peace* : Ighe,,sculpture is all of Indiana lime- 
"stone. On the north and south si'des of the pedestal are rolls of honor, 
surmounted by a head of Victory, and guarded at the base by a pair of free- 
standing.sculptured figures representing an infantry rifleman and a cavalry 
scout on one side, and an artilleryman and a sailor on the other.

Above the uppermost extent of these sculptured groups is a dentil_cornice 
marked by gargoyles, and above this cornice the base of the shaft rises 
from'an' elaborate bronze astragal in high relief, showing horses and cannor 
in the throes of war. The tapering limestone base continues in two stages 
the first, marked 6ff by a string course, and the second or central portioi 
of the shaft marked off by another but less elaborate astragal, with bow 
sprits at each .corner and other,.symbols and emblems of the Navy on the side 
From this level the tapering column rises undisturbed for about kO feet, 
marked off only by single, sequential windows rising in height on each 
face to light and accommodate the stairs within. Three fourths of the 
way up the entire monument in a third, nearly plain astr.agal^band in bronze 
the dates l86l and 1865 stand out in cut work against the stone. A few 
feet higher the eaglets cultured, d.eep-relief.capital begins, supporting a 
simple entablature above which rises a cornice of recessed panels, topped 
by an observation stage with windows filling all four sides. The observa 
tion deck is covered with_a hipped roof of copper with copper boxed cor 
nice, and surmounted with a filial in the form of a bronze figure of Victoiy 
with an eagle oh her head, a sword in one hand, and in the other holding 
aloft a torch or beacon.

The entrances to the monument are in the base of the pedestal, beneath the 
honor rolls. A pair of bronze doors, deeply recessed beneath a tomb-like
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limestone lintel, and set between the guarding figures 
honor roll, give access to the basement museum and 
doors have single glass/lights and a decorative 
shields of the nation and the state. The entrance, 
iron strapwork .
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At the core of the -monument an elevator shaft rises to the top, surrounded 
at both extremities by a small hallway. An open stairs with a simple pipe 
railing connects the first floor with a basement level—2 runs with 23 risers 
An open iron stairway from the first floor to the observation level consists 
of 32 flights, 32^ risers, constructed around the elevator core.

Interior limestone walls are painted; flooring is of asphalt tile on a con 
crete slab.

The basement of the monument is largely filled with great arched brick sup 
ports on rusticated limestone bases, the whole painted in light colors and 
well lit for the photographic exhibition of portraits and battle scenes, 
and such museum pieces as an army trunk on a caisson.

The steps to the monument terrace are set off by four giant bronze candelabra 
15'feet high, with decorative bases of guns, eagles, laurels, and portrait 
faces of important State and National fame. At the four corners of the 
fountain terrace are more 'bronze candelabra, decorated with images and sym 
bols of early, pioneer Indiana including heads of bison and the full, erect 
figures of bears—creatures which once roamed the prairie-plains and forests 
of Indiana. Each candelabra stands on an arched base in a fountain saucer. 
Water spouts from the mouths of the bronze buffalo heads.

. Positioned in the quadrants of the circle, between the steps and the fountain 
pools are ornamental plantings of flowers and shrubbery, marked at the circum 
ference by low garlanded pedestals supporting small statues of Governor Morto 
Governor Whitcomb, General Henry Harrison, and General George Rogers Clark.

The entire monument area is encircle'd by a specially paved walkway marked by 
small shrubs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I

The State Soldiers and Sailors Monument is located in the center of Indian 
apolis and almost at the geographic"center of the State, The monument is 
the focjELl^point and^symbdlLpf ..t.keLjcity.. It is without question one of the 
finest examples of monumental eclecticism "built at the turn of the century

•M^,..- -- - --.*..»„„,,..„————..n,' .. ??**, __V, ,L->-~1NI«.,*..- •——.( 1| .;.._ t ... .• - . - - » • ;•-.. • - ' - " ' f _ --** ' ^ **

The original desf^ner, .of'the monument was Berlin architect, Bruno_ Schmitz, 
whose design was selectedCin an international architectural competition of 
l888_._. Schmitz was made; supervising architect.'A'deputy architect was 
appointed in the person'of Frederick Baumann, a Chicago architect noted 
for his pioneer-ing in the structural design of tall buildings and of build 
ing foundations. \Cpnstruction of the stonework portion of the monument 
took place from 1888 to 1892, and by 189^ an elevator was in operation. 
After I8g2.j sculpture,was added by George Brewster of Cincinnati, and 
Rudolf..Schwartz of Berlin, and the cDnstructibn 'of the"plaza~was completed 
The monument was dedicated in 1902.. ................
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Ernestine Bradford Rose. The Circle, "The Center of Indianapolis." 
Indianapolis, 1971 .

Indiana State Soldiers* and Sailors' Monument. Reports of Board of Commissioi 
ers, 1887-1895, and Board of Regents, 1895-1901. Indiana State Library, 
Archives Division. , ; .-- v v .- ,

Carl Condit. The Chicago School of Architecture. Chicago, 1
• ; *":!'.*". "... T- ».'• •. i .' tv I i. r. •».• • r
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______Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE 
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STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

! i" «" • • •'• "Indianapolis ' ''' ' '____ . iana IN-18

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nonunali«0ff is: 

National Q State gPj Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa^l Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andHystoric Preservation

Date''-".
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