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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The East District School is a brick gambrel-roofed building. It is 
two and one half stories tall and sits on a high stone foundation 
on the east side of Washington St.

The building which is very nearly square is in dilapidated condition, 
The windows are boarded up or protected with shutters. There are 
holes in the roof on the south side. Also located on the south 
side near the east end is the one doorway of the building which is 
also boarded up* Steps and a stone pathway lead up to the entrance 
from the street*

Originally the rectangular windows contained twelve over twelve sash, 
However, the building has not been used for many years* It has been 
secured against vandalism by the Society of the Founders of Norwich 
Connecticut* The interior stands in need of such extensive repairs 
that it has not been judged worthwhile to close the holes in the 
roof.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of this building is threefold: it is a good 
example of an eighteenth century schoolhouse, it has local 
historical significance as the place of Consider Sterry ! s evening 
school, and it is the building which the Society of the Founders 
of Norwich Connecticut has chosen as the site of an Historic 
Study Center for the Norwich Historic District.

Consider Sterry was a self taught intellectual of the revolutionary 
period. He was born in l?6l and was the brother of Reverend John 
Sterry.

In 1798 Consider Sterry opened an evening school for 
instruction in writing and bookkeeping. He also taught 
mathematics, surveying without plotting, and laying out 
of lands. He taught sea-going men to obtain longitude 
at sea by lunar observations and how to find latitude 
by the sun ! s altitude. The only prerequisite for these 
courses was that the person be able to read.

Besides his work on lunar observations he and his brother 
published a book on mathematics with Nathan Daboll. He 
edited a system of practical navigation entitled HThe 
Seaman's Universal Daily Assistant" nearly 300 pages long. 
He wrote several small treatises and political articles. 
All of this was attained with no training as he was com 
pletely self-taught.

From Doroshevich and O'Keefe, 
Norwich Historic Homes and

The Society of the Founders of Norwich, Inc. has been 
plans for an historic study center for the Norwich hi 
It hopes to lease the East District School from the 
restore it. Presently, fund-raising is in progress.
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