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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
private buildinq(s) buildings
public - Local district district
public - State site site

X public - Federal X structure 1 structure
obiect obiect

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DEFENSE

United States Coast Guard facility

TRANSPORTATION

Water-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

VACANT

Not in use

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Other: United States Coast Guard Cutter

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Steel________

walls: Steel

roof: Steel
Brass, stainless steel, copper, nickel, 

other: cupronickel alloy and aluminum, wood
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Summary Paragraph
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Summary Paragraph: USCGC Storis was built to be a sturdy, seaworthy vessel for armed convoy escort, 
icebreaking and supply missions as part of the Greenland Patrols during World War II. Constructed of welded 
steel, Storis is 230 feet in length with a beam of 43 feet, 2 inches. As required of all Coast Guard cutters, Storis 
demonstrated wide versatility as a multi-mission platform capable of law enforcement, search and rescue (SAR), 
salvage, and maintenance of lighthouses and other Aids to Navigation (AtoN). Naval architects and engineers 
designed Storis around her intended missions, incorporating the powerplant, fuel requirements, and supporting 
equipment into the design to enable the ship to meet those requirements. Developed by the Coast Guard 
concurrently with a class of 180-foot Seagoing Buoy Tenders, Storis reflected many of the design features that 
made the 180s one of the most versatile classes of ships ever to serve the Coast Guard. Yet, Storis was unique 
and exceptional in her own right. Longer and broader, Storis weighed in at approximately twice the displacement 
of the 180s and had a third more horsepower. She was the lone example of her class to be built. That Storis 
served the U.S. Coast Guard in many different roles for almost sixty-five years in some of the most punishing and 
dangerous ocean environments in the world is a testament to the durability, versatility and accomplishment of her 
design as well as the skill of her crews. Despite minor changes in appearance and major overhauls during her 
Coast Guard career, Storis retains a high level of historic and physical integrity.

Narrative Description: The decommissioned USCGC Storis (WAGUWAG/WAGB/WMEC-38), built in 1941-42, 
was designed to be a sturdy, seaworthy vessel to fulfill the various multi-mission requirements of U.S. Coast 
Guard service. The only example of her class to be constructed, Storis’ dimensions as given by her U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter File at time of nomination are 230 feet in overall length; beam 43 feet, 2 inches; fully loaded draft 15 
feet (1945) and loaded displacement 2,030 long tons (2006). The vessel is constructed of welded steel throughout, 
with metal and artificial fireproof materials used in finishing accommodation and working spaces. Wood is used 
sparingly in various locations throughout the ship, for furniture, trim and non-watertight partition doors. The ship 
was originally designed to serve as an ice patrol cutter and supply vessel for military installations on Greenland 
during World War II. The open forward Buoy Deck allowed for the handling of cargo and the launching, handling 
and retrieving of AtoN using the ship's forward boom. The aft crane was used primarily for launching and retrieving 
an amphibious support airplane that was stored on the after deck during World War II. Above the Main Deck there 
are two decks, containing the Commanding Officer’s quarters. Radio Room and Wheel House. The superstructure 
has a Wheel House forward with full-width bridge wings. An exhaust stack is located atop the Upper Deck House 
just aft of amidships. There is one main mast and a short foremast. Alterations evident on the exterior include 
post-war changes in the type and appearance of transmitting and receiving antennas, onboard aircraft, utility boats 
and associated launching equipment, addition of exterior portholes along the main deck shell plating, minor 
superstructure expansion, modern replacements for the forward and after booms, changes in external armament 
and slight variations in paint/marking schemes. The vessel is powered by a diesel-electric propulsion system with 
a single propeller. Though decommissioned and in mothball status at the time of nomination, Storis retains a high 
level of historic integrity and is in excellent physical condition.

The hull has a reinforced bow, slightiy raked and flared. The hull also has a cutaway forefoot as well as a 
reinforced 7/8-inch thick steel “ice belt” at the waterline to enhance icebreaking capabilities. The forefoot allows 
Storis to ride up over ice and crush it under her weight. Her hull has considerable slack in the bilge form which 
also contributes to her icebreaking ability.^ Lateral ice pressure is transferred into an upward lifting force on the 
hull, rather than being transferred directly into the hull to trap or crush it. Bilge keels - long, longitudinal fins - are 
affixed to the hull, one on either side, at the turn of the bilge. These fins are designed to reduce the severity of 
rolling action in heavy seas. At the stern is the vessel’s balanced rudder and single eleven-foot diameter screw. 
The propeller hub is shrouded in a “fairwater,” a streamlined cover designed to enhance water flow around the 
propeller and rudder to reduce noise. The fairwater can also help to prevent ropes, chains or cables from 
becoming entangled in the propeller. The low, cruiser-type stern is rounded with significant - almost vertical -

^ The slack translates into a rounded underwater hull form that, in cross section, resembles the shape of a 
stemmed wine glass.
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tumblehome above the upper knuckle of the hull.

Each side of the bow has a hawsepipe above the Main Deck level through which the anchor chain passes from the 
windlass to the ship’s 2,500-pound Navy-type anchors. The hawsepipes also serve as the storage support for the 
anchor stock, allowing the flukes to be drawn up to rest against the hull. Twelve, twelve-inch closed chocks are 
located at regular intervals fore and aft along both sides of the hull, six per side, for line handling. As originally 
constructed, the exterior shell plating of the ship’s hull along the Main Deck was unbroken from the bridge wings 
aft to the stern. After World War II, brass portholes with deadlights and exterior brows were added to the exterior 
hull shell plating along the Main Deck level, six on the port side, nine starboard. While the lack of portholes would 
have helped with light discipline during wartime, the upgrade allowed outside ventilation and light to penetrate the 
ship’s interior. The ship retains these porthole additions in her current configuration.

When originally commissioned, the vessel was under wartime direction of the U.S. Navy and painted gray or in 
various forms of oceanic camouflage, designed to help the ship blend in with her icy surroundings. Following 
World War II, the paint scheme changed to U.S. Coast Guard regulation colors with black below the boot top and 
white hull above with white superstructure, bridge wings, rails, gun shields and gun tub. The underwater hull was 
red. Armaments were painted black. The deck and top of cabin surfaces were painted No. 32 Blue Gray. The 
ship’s deck machinery and mast were painted No. 24 Spar, a buff color. The exhaust stack was also painted in 
No. 24 Spar, but featured a broad black band encircling the top to conceal soot staining from engine exhaust. The 
vessel’s unit number “W 38” was painted in black letters five feet in height located two feet, six inches below the 
deck level and with the foremost character twelve feet from the stem. The unit number was also painted in black 
letters three feet in height on the ship’s quarters, adjacent to the rearmost chocks. The ship’s name was painted in 
black, using small block letters, just aft of the unit number on the quarters.^

Following official adoption on April 6, 1967, the paint scheme would be updated with the addition of the U.S. Coast 
Guard “racing stripes.” The design included a nine-foot wide red bar (No. 40) to the left of a nine-inch white and a 
eleven-inch blue bar (No. 41), each canted at sixty-four degrees. Centered on the red bar is the U.S. Coast Guard 
seal. These stripes were added to both sides of the ship with the trailing edge of the blue stripe just forward of the 
downturn of the forecastle bulwark. The ship’s unit number dropped the “W” prefix, decreased in physical size and 
was moved forward, with the forward numeral just below the foremost chock. The U.S. Coast Guard seal was also 
added to both sides of the exhaust stack. Black billboard lettering was added to each side of the ship’s hull along 
the shell plating, the foremost letter approximately even with the rear of the bridge wing structure, the upper edge 
of the letters even with the Main Deck. This lettering originally read “COAST GUARD” but as Storis operated in 
international waters, the billboard lettering was later modified to read “U.S. COAST GUARD” to further distinguish 
her from vessels of other nations. Representations of campaign ribbons were affixed to a board attached to the 
outboard bridge wings. Additional earned awards for excellence were painted on the bridge wings below the 
campaign ribbons and later, on the exhaust stack as well. Following October 1, 1991, as she assumed the role of 
“Queen of the Fleet,” Storis' hull numbers were changed from black paint to gold to honor her seniority in the fleet. 
Following her decommissioning, all Coast Guard markings were removed from the ship leaving her with an all- 
white hull at the time of nomination.

As originally built, the ship was manned for wartime duties by seventeen officers and 131 enlisted men for a crew 
of 148 (1945). In her final years of operation as a medium endurance cutter, Storis was manned by twelve officers 
and seventy-four enlisted personnel, which, after the 1986 overhaul, also included female crew members.

Designers equipped Storis with an assortment of deck equipment, a seaplane, electronics, and armament to 
assist her in Greenland. The ship had two deck booms each with a capacity to lift up to twenty tons and both had

^ U.S. Coast Guard, Coast Guard Paint and Color Manual CG-263, 1 December, 1952. U.S. Coast Guard 
Historian’s Office, Washington, DC. Earlier unit numbers were similar but smaller in size.
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electric hoists. The forward boom handled supplies, cargo and AtoN in the forward Buoy Deck and the aft boom 
serviced a Grumman J2F Duck amphibious biplane located on the fantail. To protect the ship from surface attack, 
Storis carried two single 3750 caliber guns, one on the bow and the other behind the exhaust stack. The ship 
carried four 20-mm Oerlikon cannons in single mounts to defend against aerial threats and depth charges to 
attack submarines. Additional anti-submarine weapons consisted of four Y-guns and mousetraps (rocket- 
propelled, forward-firing contact depth bombs). The armory was located aft of the Galley and gunnery lockers were 
on a half-deck beneath the captain’s quarters. Additional armory stowage was on the Hold Level, forward of the 
reefers. In 1943, the Coast Guard equipped the ship with air-search radar, but technology was rapidly changing 
and the ship received a sophisticated radar set and sonar in 1945.

Safety at sea was a chief concern for the ship’s crew during World War II because of the frigid waters off 
Greenland. The Coast Guard equipped the ship with four, 25-foot motor surfboats and multiple life rafts around the 
ship. Seawater temperatures frequently fell below thirty-two degrees and the survival rate of an individual that fell 
into those waters was measured in minutes. A person would drown because hypothermia set in quickly and would 
numb a man’s limbs, preventing him from swimming. These concerns were just as valid when Storis transferred to 
the cold, treacherous and stormy waters near Alaska.

The open forward Buoy Deck, largely clear space at Main Deck level, allowed for the launching, handling and 
retrieving of AtoN using the ship’s boom. This open space allowed the ship to carry small boats such as an LCVP 
(Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel) and other cargo or supplies on deck in addition to the space in the hold below. 
The Forecastle Deck is accessed by two forward ascending ladders, one on either side of the vessel’s forecastle 
bulkhead. Projecting aft from the center of the forecastle bulkhead is the base of the forward gun platform which 
had interior space to serve as the ready ammunition storage for the original 3”/50 caliber naval gun and the later 
25-mm cannon that were mounted on the platform above. This space also served as a shelter for the crew to get 
out of the elements. There are watertight doors on the forecastle bulkhead on either side of the platform base. 
Inside the forecastle is the ship’s Windlass Room, housing the equipment to raise and lower the ship’s anchors. 
Another watertight door on the forward bulkhead of the Windlass Room area opens to the ship’s paint and oil 
locker. This compartment has a carbon dioxide fire suppression system and shelves for storing the various paints 
and coatings used to maintain the ship’s appearance. On the port side of the Windlass Room is the Boatswain’s 
Locker, to starboard the Lamp Locker. Within these areas are stored tools, lines, shackles, chains and the 
steamboat jacks used to secure buoys and cargo to the deck. Repair parts such as lamp changers and batteries 
for AtoN are stored in this area to be readily accessible to the deck crew. Acetylene and oxygen bottles, used for 
welding/cutting torches, are secured beneath the access ladders to the Forecastle Deck.

Sections of removable bulwark are located aft of the forecastle on both sides of the ship. When these bulwark 
sections are removed, the buoy ports along the edge of the Buoy Deck are clear of obstructions, allowing deck 
cargo, small boats, AtoN, chain or sinkers to be launched or retrieved using the ship’s retracting crane. J-Bar 
Davits are located at the buoy ports, port and starboard, and are used for lowering rescue swimmers to the water 
using a rescue strap. The strap is also used to recover the swimmer or lift Stokes Litters - rescue stretchers - 
aboard the cutter. A single removable watertight hatch in the deck just forward of the deck crane allows access to 
the ship’s interior and dry stores compartment below. This hatch replaces the two hatches that originally occupied 
the Buoy Deck and accessed the ship’s cargo hold, which was removed in 1972. Steel chain stoppers, added to 
the ship ca. 1952-53, securely holds buoy anchor chains during maintenance. The stoppers are attached to the 
deck at the forward gunwale edge of the Buoy Deck, just aft of the forecastle bulwark on both sides. Permanent 
pad eyes - painted white for increased visibility - are spaced out and welded to the deck allowing for the securing 
or “griping” of cargo and AtoN for maintenance or transportation. Two forty-six-inch cleats are mounted on the 
Buoy Deck, one port and one starboard at the after end of the forward bulwarks, just before the buoy ports. Two 
similar cleats are located adjacent to the freeing ports, port and starboard. Shore tie connections for sewage and 
gray water disposal are located on the port and starboard sides of the main deck just fonA/ard of the
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superstructure. “Freeing ports” are located in the bulwarks, one port and one starboard, near the aft end of the 
Buoy Deck. These vertically grated scupper ports allow heavy seas to rapidly drain from the deck. As originally 
built, Storis had three freeing ports per side. Two were eliminated on each side with the forward expansion of the 
main deck superstructure in 1986.

At the after end of the Buoy Deck, a watertight door centered in the forward bulkhead of the Main Deck 
superstructure leads to interior spaces of the ship. This single entrance was added with the 1986 superstructure 
expansion to add berthing and lounge space for female crew. Forward descending ladders with round pipe railings 
are located on the outboard sides of the bulkhead, one port and one starboard. These ladders lead to the Upper 
Deck at 01 Level. Firefighting stations are located on the forward bulkhead, port and starboard, outboard of the 
ladders. As originally constructed, this center aft portion of the Buoy Deck, the turtleback, would have been the 
mounting location for the forward boom foot. Two watertight doors, to port and starboard of the boom foot, entered 
the Forward Vestibule area from the Buoy Deck.

At the extreme forward point of the Forecastle Deck is the ship’s stem with an open bullnose. Above the bullnose 
is the jackstaff. At its uppermost point, the jackstaff holds the forward anchor light. Two sets of twelve-inch double 
bitts are also located port and starboard outboard of the capstans on this deck. A tubular steel railing originates 
just aft of the stem and surrounds the Forecastle Deck. There are gaps in the aft rail to allow access to this deck 
from the access ladders. The windlass controls are attached to the rail adjacent to the port ladder. At the rear of 
the Forecastle Deck is the forward gun mount. Originally equipped with a 3”/50 caliber naval gun, this position 
consisted of a round deck platform enclosed with a tubular steel railing and splinter shields. When the gun was 
removed in September 1948 prior to the ship’s reassignment to Alaska, the base served as the storage rest for the 
top of the ship’s boom, allowing the boom to be supported on the centerline above the deck rather than supported 
low on the deck to port and below the gun mount. In 1995, the position was reconfigured once again with the 
installation of a Mk38 Bushmaster 25-mm cannon. During World War II, the ship’s mousetraps were mounted to 
the Forecastle Deck, just forward and outboard of the 3”/50 mount.

The ship’s original fifty-foot tubular steel boom was mounted at the aft end of the Buoy Deck at the forward base of 
the superstructure. The boom vangs for the double-topping lift extended to the reinforced bridge wings. Two 
electrically powered vang motors were located on the forward bulkhead of the Main Deck near the bridge supports 
and were connected to operate the vangs, which controlled elevation and slewing of the boom.^ Two other hoisters 
were located on the boom for operating the two lifting purchases. The upper purchase was rigged as a single 
whip with a capacity of five tons. The lower purchase could be rigged as three- or five-part tackle with a maximum 
capacity of twenty tons. The boom was controlled by an open operator’s platform located at a 'tween decks level 
beneath the Wheel House. Storis was the first Coast Guard cutter outfitted with this boom arrangement. The boom 
and associated handling equipment was removed in 1986, replaced by the installation of a modern, model MCT 5- 
37 Alaska Marine Crane mounted on the top of the superstructure expansion added at that time. The new 
telescoping boom crane offers a five-ton capacity at a ten-foot radius and can be slewed one hundred degrees to 
port or starboard from its mounting point on the centerline of the ship.

The Upper Deck superstructure is set back from the gunwales, leaving space for an exterior walkway from the 
forward area of the cabin structures all the way to the After Deck. The forward descending ladders to the Buoy 
Deck are located in the forward Upper Deck area on both sides of the vessel near the superstructure. The lateral 
crossdeck access to the boom controls was also located here and now leads to the control access ladder at the 
rear of the telescoping boom crane. Two floodlights are attached to the forward bulkhead of the superstructure to

^ The vang system is made up of the motors, mechanical pulleys and associated cables that raise, lower and slew 
the boom (move from side to side).
'' A purchase in this instance is a combination of one or more blocks reeved with wire rope.
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illuminate the crane position and Buoy Deck. A tubular steel railing lines the forward section of the deck, with 
openings at the top of the ladders leading down to the Buoy Deck. The railing heads aft along both sides of the 
ship, terminating at the area where the ship’s utility boats are located. Double mooring bitts are located on the port 
and starboard deck, adjacent to the forward corners of the superstructure and behind the bridge wings. The 
structure setback allows room near the aft end of the superstructure for five-ton capacity single-point davits with 
hydraulic knuckle boom and slewing capability. The starboard single-point davit was added during the 1986 
overhaul. The port side davit was installed on the ship after a November 2000 accident caused by a mechanical 
and structural failure of the ship’s original port dual-point davits. Both currently hold diesel-powered six-meter 
Hurricane Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats or RHIB. As historically equipped, Storis had dual-point davits on both sides 
of the superstructure which would have carried motorized work boats painted white and marked with “STO 1” or 
“STO 2” in black letters, representing the ship’s name. In later years, there was also a “STO 3,’’ an Avon inflatable 
boat which was stored on a deck cradle on the starboard side, aft of “STO 1.’’

Along the base of the superstructure are watertight hatches that allow access to interior storage compartments on 
a half-deck beneath the Commanding Officer’s quarters. These include storage spaces for ammunition and 
survival gear used in the event the crew should have to abandon ship. There are watertight doors on the aft ends 
of the superstructure to allow access to the corresponding interior deck level. The forward doors access an “L”- 
shaped interior passageway connecting the port and starboard decks to the forward ascending ladder to the Radio 
Room and Wheel House on the port side. A wet suit locker and the Commanding Officer’s quarters are also 
accessible from the port side passage. A forward ascending ladder on the port side leads to the 02 Level above. 
The aft watertight doors on the superstructure lead to the boiler room and engineering trunk. The shore power 
connections are located on the after end of the superstructure on both sides of the ship, below the overhang. A 
heavy electrical shore cable connects with the ship’s electrical system to provide power when the ship is moored 
and the main engines and ship’s service generators are shut down. The cable is suspended off the deck by 
stanchions along the base of the overhang and over either side along tubular steel supports that extend from the 
superstructure at the port and starboard aft corners of the superstructure. ® The aft-facing bulkhead of the 
superstructure has a watertight entrance to the hydraulic room. A firefighting station is located here on the portside 
exterior. The main diesel fuel fill ports and valves, painted yellow, extend vertically approximately eighteen-inches 
from the deck at the aft corners of the superstructure. Two vertical ladders lead from the Main Deck to the Bridge 
Deck on 02 Level, accessing the deck space behind the incinerator room superstructure aft of the exhaust stack.

Double mooring bitts are located port and starboard, adjacent to the aft corners of the Upper Deck superstructure. 
At the After Deck gunwale, just aft of the bitts on the port and starboard sides, are racks holding self-inflating 
twenty-five-person life rafts, two per side. Thirty-five foot URC-23 tilt-mount transceiver antennas are mounted 
behind the life raft racks, one port, one starboard. The antenna bases are painted red as a warning to stay back 
due to the high power radiation levels associated with radio transmissions. At the forward edge of the aft bulwarks 
are another set of mooring bitts. One more set is located adjacent to the aftermost chock along the gunwale. 
Tubular steel railings run from the aft end of each utility boat davit area to the aft bulwark.

Two electric warping winches are located on the After Deck, port and starboard. These winches have multiple 
uses for line handling, and docking. Towing lines can also be drawn in using the winches. Two of the ship’s four 
20-mm Oerlikon cannon were mounted slightly outboard aft of the winches, one per side, until these weapons 
were removed following World War II. As originally constructed, the winches would have flanked the after crane 
used for handling the ship’s amphibious airplane. In order to deploy a towing hawser, the crane would be rotated 
180 degrees and secured with its boom over the aft end of the superstructure. The aft crane was removed from 
the ship early in 1968 after having been damaged during a salvage mission in heavy weather in mid-December 
1967. A modern telescoping crane similar to the forward unit was installed during the 1986 overhaul but was later

® The ship’s position at the dock would dictate which side the shore cable would run off the ship. In Kodiak, Storis 
typically moored with her port side against the dock.
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removed during a dockside maintenance period ca. 1991.

Just aft of the former crane location is the ship’s substantial towing bitt. Fuel for the ship’s boats and portable 
pumps was stored in metal cans on jettison racks, port and starboard, on the fantail. In the event of a fire, the 
racks could be remotely disconnected to tip burning fuel cans over the side to protect the ship. An aft scuttle hatch 
companionway is located on the After Deck. This allows access to the Aft Vestibule below on the Main Deck. The 
deck hatches to the towing hawser storage in the lazarette and the escape trunk for the steering gear 
compartment are also located on the fantail, close to the centerline. A steel spar-colored rail is mounted to the 
deck adjacent to the aftermost hatch. A roller cable fairlead is located at the stern as well as a stern light below the 
rail on the outside shell plating of the stern. At the extreme aftermost point of the fantail is the ship’s flagstaff which 
not only flies the U.S. flag while moored, but also displays a second white stern light when underway.

Depth charge tracks were located on the fantail during World War II, one port, one starboard. These were 
removed with the other antisubmarine weapons and antiaircraft cannons following the cessation of hostilities. 
Historically, when the ship carried aircraft, a hatch in the fantail deck allowed access to the gasoline trunk for the 
transfer of gasoline from internal storage tanks deep in the ship’s stern to the aircraft tanks. Storis' Grumman J2F 
was removed from the ship in 1946 just after World War II. Prior to her deployment for Arctic assignments with the 
U.S. Navy in 1955, Storis’ After Deck was raised with a wooden flight deck to carry a Bell HTL-4 light helicopter. 
The deck would give the helicopter a flat, unobstructed surface from which to take off and to land. The helicopter 
would prove invaluable in ice reconnaissance, searching out and identifying leads in the ice beyond the visual 
range of ship-based lookouts. Small by design, the helo could carry only one passenger in addition to the pilot. The 
flight deck was removed in 1965.

The Bridge Deck or 02 Level, is accessed from the Upper Deck by the forward ascending ladder near the aft end 
of the superstructure on the port side or the two vertical ladders at the aft end of the structure. The superstructure 
at this level houses a portion of the interior port companionway from the Main Deck to the Wheel House, the Radio 
Room and the bridge. Tubular steel railings run fore and aft from the ladders around the deck forward to the bridge 
wings. Life rings with automatic water lights are located on the after surface of each bridge wing. The wings extend 
the full width of the cutter’s hull. When equipped with the original double-topping lift boom, the reinforced bridge 
wings supported the massive forces exerted by the boom tackle. The ship’s side lights are mounted to the 
outboard surfaces of the bridge wings. The navigation areas on each wing are equipped with a pelorus for 
shooting true and relative bearings, a gyro repeater, and an auxiliary engine telegraph. These features allowed the 
vessel’s navigation crew to closely maneuver to an AtoN station or a dock with a clear view of their intended 
location. Each side of the Wheel House has two square windows forward of the watertight door leading to the 
bridge wings. Each door has a fixed rectangular window for visibility and opens aft to the bridge wings, to the lee of 
the superstructure. The front bulkhead of the Wheel House has three large rectangular windows with wiper arms 
flanked by three round brass portholes and one large rectangular window with wiper outboard on each side for 
forward visibility. A steel visor screens the windows and portholes. A catwalk continues from the bridge wings 
forward to allow a small crossdeck walkway forward of the Wheel House. A tubular steel railing is set off of the 
exterior Wheel House bulkhead by stanchions. Floodlights are mounted to the front of the superstructure below 
the catwalk to illuminate the forward deck. Other floodlights around the base of the superstructure face aft.

The ship’s original Wheel House configuration was similar to that of a trapezoid, with five portholes across the 
forward bulkhead. The shorter port and starboard bulkheads of the house angled out and aft at an approximately 
forty-five degree angle, each with four brass portholes. The entrance doors opened to the rear corners of the 
house, protected by the lee of the superstructure. A small, steel exterior visor was located above the forward 
portholes. The Wheel House was squared off and expanded during a yard period in Seattle in January 1966. This 
work also expanded the Coding Room at the rear of the 02 Level superstructure to full width and the exterior 
entrance was eliminated, allowing for interior access through the Radio Room as currently configured.
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Aft of the Wheel House is the section of superstructure containing the Radio and Coding rooms. The Wheel 
House Top (Flying Bridge) at 03 Level is accessible off vertical ladders from the Bridge Deck. The ship’s exhaust 
stack and engineering trunk is located aft of the Radio Room. Farther aft is the former location of the after gun 
mount, where the ship’s aft 3”/50 caliber naval gun was located. This gun was carried from Storis' service in the 
Greenland Patrols through April 29, 1992 when it was removed from the ship. It was the last of its type in service 
aboard any U.S. warship. The superstructure was expanded in 1994 to enclose the area where the gun was 
originally mounted as well as the lower portion of the exhaust stack and associated equipment in order to install 
incineration facilities to reduce combustible waste materials rather than discard them overboard. These spaces 
are accessed through watertight doors on the port and starboard sides. Ventilation intakes are located on both 
sides of the superstructure. The top portion of the funnel extending above the new construction was painted white, 
replacing the No. 24 Spar. Painted signal flags on the outboard surfaces of the superstructure represented the 
letters “NRUC,” Storis' official military call sign. Markings denoting earned honors for engineering and damage 
control excellence were also painted on the sides of the funnel along with the Coast Guard seal. A vertical ladder 
on the aft bulkhead of the superstructure leads to the deck area aft of the stack at 03 Level. Two stern lights are 
located on a short support spar mounted to the aft bulkhead, adjacent to the ladder.

The Wheel House Top at 03 Level, is accessible by vertical ladders mounted transversely to the outside 
bulkheads near the forward end of the house. A tubular steel railing encloses this level. The ship’s call sign 
“NRUC” was historically painted in International Orange letters against a black background on the Wheel House 
roof. The main search lights (port and starboard) are mounted here on the Flying Bridge as well as a magnetic 
compass binnacle, signal lamp, binocular storage and pyrotechnics locker. Signal search lights outfitted as Aldis- 
type Morse signal lights with shutters, used to flash messages to other vessels across open water, are located port 
and starboard. A stanchion with a rotating mount steadies “Big Eyes” spotting binoculars for identification of distant 
ships or AtoN. A brass voice tube allows communication between crew standing watch on this deck and the Wheel 
House below. The compass binnacle is located near the centerline of the Wheel House and can be viewed by the 
navigation crew from below using a periscope. A gyro repeater and pelorus are located near the center of the 
Wheel House roof. The ship’s domed INMARSAT satellite telephone antenna is mounted to the top of the Wheel 
House on a short support mast. The directional ship’s 6MC intership loud hailer, used to broadcast verbal 
instructions or warnings over distance, is located forward on top of the Wheel House. LORAN “C” receiving 
antennas are mounted to the roof port and starboard. Two, twenty-three foot transceiver antennas are also 
mounted on this deck, port and starboard, at the aft corners of the Wheel House roof. During World War II, the 
forward 20-mm Oerlikon cannon were mounted on the forward corners of the Wheel House roof, one port, the 
other starboard, both served by nearby ammunition ready boxes. These were removed after the war.

The short foremast is situated at the forward centerline of this deck. Originally attached to a stanchion on the 
forward superstructure below the Wheel House, the ship’s polished brass bell was later mounted to the lower 
portion of the foremast. Accessible to those who were standing watch on the Wheel House roof, “Storis 1942” is 
cast into the surface of the bell and the lettering painted black. A woven lanyard is attached to the clapper. 
Traditionally considered to be the soul of a ship, the bell was removed during Storis’ decommissioning ceremony 
and has been placed into storage for safekeeping. The foremast also carries the ship’s forward range light, a set 
of lower red, middle red/white and upper red navigation lights displayed while undenway and the radio beacon,
VHF and radio direction finder (RDF) antennas.

The signal flag lockers are mounted outboard, port and starboard. The signal flags were stored inside the open 
lockers on hooks labeled with the individual flag’s alphanumeric or signal representation. Once the fitted fabric 
covers were removed from the lockers, the halyards could be snapped onto the required flags and hoisted directly 
from the locker interior. The deck at this level is enclosed with tubular steel railing. The outboard surfaces of the 
railings above the bridge wings held the ship’s finished wooden nameboards into which relief letters “STORIS” 
were carved, along with the constellation of the Big Dipper (part of Ursa Major, the Great Bear) and the North Star, 
all representative of Alaska’s heritage and state flag.
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The base of the mainmast is located at the centerline of the Upper Deck House just forward of the exhaust stack.
It is reinforced from the rear by a bipod support, the legs of which are secured at the aft corners of the Bridge 
Deck (02 Level) below. Along its forward surface, the ship’s mainmast carries the ship’s horn, remote spotlight, 
radar antennas, rear range light, lower and upper towing lights, whistle light and the Nancy beacon (for infrared 
signaling). The yardarm contains various antennas for military band and FM radio and the ship’s anemometers for 
measuring wind speed/direction. Along the after surface are mounted a set of navigation lights such as those on 
the foremast as well as tubular steel rungs for access to the mast’s upper surfaces. An enclosed observation 
“crow’s nest” (Aloft Conn) is located near the top of the mast to provide an advantageous lookout for leads and 
potential tracks while operating in ice. At the topmast area are mounting surfaces for additional radar antennas, 
yard blinker lights and aircraft warning beacon. Cable receiving antennas run to the deck at 03 Level, serving as 
receiving antennas, while the high frequency antenna runs from the masthead to the jackstaff and the medium- 
frequency antenna runs to the antennas mounted to the Upper Deck near the aft bulwarks. The mast and its 
yardarm also serve as the upper mounts for forward, aft, port and starboard halyards used to fly national and 
courtesy flags, the U.S. Coast Guard ensign, navigational daymarks, and signal flags, including the flags that 
represent the letters of the ship’s call sign. The masthead is approximately seventy five feet, six inches above the 
waterline at a fourteen-foot draft. Aft of the mast is the ship’s exhaust stack. To the rear of the stack, four large 
floodlights are mounted to the deck at this area, illuminating the After Deck of the ship.

In the Hold Level - lowest interior deck - as throughout the ship, interior lighting is largely provided by fluorescent 
fixtures. Caged incandescent lighting would have been used originally, though many of these fixtures remain in 
use in various exposed locations throughout the ship, both interior and exterior. Many areas are equipped with red- 
tinted interior lighting to help preserve the crew’s night vision. Interior deck surfaces are typically coated steel or 
commercial-grade flooring. Interior surfaces are generally painted white or neutral colors. Ventilation ducting and 
plumbing for water and other fluids are routed through the various compartments. All are insulated, coded for 
location and marked as to their function. Fire extinguishers, firefighting hydrants and hoses, self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) and drums of aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF) are located in various locations 
around the ship. Firefighting stations are color keyed with No. 13 Fire Red paint for high visibility. Damage control 
supplies are located and accessible at strategic points around the ship should they be needed in an emergency. 
Compartments, doors, hatches, frames and other structural features are labeled with codes to correspond with 
ship’s drawings for damage control and maintenance. Sound-powered telephones are mounted in brass cradles in 
key locations throughout the vessel. This phone system operates with dynamic microphones that do not require 
outside electrical power and will continue to operate even if primary and emergency electrical ship service power 
fails. Yellow, battery-powered emergency battle lanterns are prominently located throughout the ship for 
illumination in the event main lighting power should fail. Luminous signage and markers on bulkheads, ladders, 
and interior fixtures allow crew members to quickly orient themselves to their location in the dark and find their way 
around interior obstacles and out of darkened spaces to points of escape.

The Hold Level of the ship has two freshwater storage tanks forward, with a Master-At-Arms storage space aft of 
the tanks. The compartment containing sewage retention and abatement facilities is the next space aft, followed 
by the vacuum flush room, flanked by ammunition storage spaces. The vestibule leading to the individual 
refrigerated storage facilities for meat (port side), dairy (centerline, forward) and fruits/vegetables (starboard side, 
aft) are next. In addition to the refrigeration equipment for the reefers, engineering stores are located in this 
compartment. Through-hull transducers for the ship’s fathometers are located below the food storage area. The 
transducers are set into the lower hull in a watertight mounting ring, accessed below the deck in the reefer flat. 
Watertight exterior covers are bolted on by a diver to allow the transducers to be changed while the vessel was in 
the water. Directly behind the aft bulkhead of these spaces are the three forward diesel fuel tanks. Farther aft are 
the Lower Generator Room and the ship’s three main diesel propulsion engines.

As naval architects developed plans for Storis, a diesel-electric propulsion system was selected for the ship due to
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a short supply of high-speed reduction gears which were prioritized for naval warships. However, diesel-electric 
systems have some inherent advantages for vessels meant to operate in ice as the electric propulsion motors tend 
to be better able to handle the shock caused when the propeller strikes ice. The diesel-electric system also 
responded faster than a steam plant to changes in power demands, particularly important when maneuvering the 
ship close to docks or navigational hazards.

Storis was originally powered by a single 550-volt, 1,780-amp electric motor connected to three 275-volt, 1,780- 
amp Westinghouse generators. Each generator was coupled to a Cooper-Bessemer Model GN-8, four-cycle, 
inline eight-cylinder diesel engine for a combined total of 1,800 shaft horsepower. The plant drove a single, five- 
bladed nickel/aluminum/bronze alloy propeller that was eleven feet in diameter. Trial runs during her shakedown 
cruise on Lake Erie demonstrated that Storis had a maximum speed of thirteen knots at a calculated maximum 
cruising distance of 10,900 miles, maximum sustainable speed of 12.5 knots for a cruising range of 11,300 miles, 
a cruising speed of ten knots for a range of 15,500 miles or an economical speed of eight knots for 21,300 miles. ®

During 1964, a major asbestos abatement project was undertaken to reduce the amount of the hazardous mineral 
insulation used throughout the ship. In 1972, after thirty years of service, the Coast Guard rotated Storis into an 
overhaul program to extend her service life. Storis headed to Seattle, where she was temporarily decommissioned 
to undergo this scheduled renewal. In addition to her mechanical systems being refurbished, the ship’s cargo hold 
space was removed through reconfiguration of interior spaces, moving storage and workshop spaces into the 
former hold, which allowed for the crew berthing and shower areas to be updated and expanded into a larger area. 
As a result of the work, Storis was reclassified from a light icebreaker (WAGE) to a medium-endurance cutter 
(WMEC).

In 1986, Storis again underwent a major overhaul. Her original Cooper-Bessemer engines were replaced with 
supercharged General Motors Electro Motive Division EMD 645E V-8 diesel engines coupled to the ship’s original 
Westinghouse generators. Each generator created 290 volts at 700 rpm for the single Westinghouse motor that 
ran between 160 and 170 rpm. Normal operations allowed any combination of one, two or three engines to run 
online. The new engines gave Storis a slight increase in top speed, to approximately fourteen knots. The modest 
forward expansion of the Main Deck superstructure provided berthing and shower space for female crewmembers 
on the port side and a crew’s lounge to starboard. This expansion slightly reduced the size of the Buoy Deck and 
led to the deletion of two freeing ports from each side of the ship. This addition also increased the crew’s roster to 
seventeen officers and seventy-four enlisted personnel. Sickbay was moved to a space aft of the new female 
berthing space. The original double-topping lift electric boom was removed from the ship and replaced with the 
modern Alaska Marine retractable crane, mounted on top of the new forward superstructure extension.

Approximate fluid capacities for Storis’ tanks are: fuel - 108,430 gallons and potable water - 5,000 gallons. Fresh 
water could be created by distillation, using evaporators in the engineering space. In the late 1980s, Storis was 
equipped with two Cuno-Maxim Flash Evaporators for this purpose. The evaporators utilized the waste heat from 
the main diesel engines and were capable of making 1,250 gallons of water per day. With improvements in 
technology, Storis later was equipped for desalination with a reverse-osmosis purification plant which produced 
4,800 gallons of water per day. This equipment provided greater endurance for the cutter, enabling extended 
patrol periods at sea.

In the space between the port side engine and shell plating in the Lower Generator Room, a forward ascending 
ladder extends to the Upper Generator Room above on the Second Deck. The lower bulk of the ship’s main 
propulsion engines and generators are accessible here. The ship’s waste oil tank and an oily water separator are 
located In this compartment. The rack for the ship’s large locomotive-type starting batteries is located directly

® National Park Service. Historic American Engineering Record No. AK-50: U.S. Coast Guard Cutter STORIS, 
Womens Bay, Kodiak, Kodiak Island Borough, AK, 4.
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beneath the control room on the centerline. The batteries are connected together to multiply their voltage and 
current. The engines are started by energizing windings in the propulsion generators that essentially turn them into 
large starter motors. Once the engines start, the generators switch over from the batteries to generate electrical 
power for the propulsion motor, driven by the engine flywheels.

Tool storage is also located in the Lower Generator Room. The main sea chest is located in the lower hull at this 
location, allowing for sea water to be drawn in for engine cooling and other uses. Aft of the engine room bulkhead 
are located the three aft diesel fuel tanks, the Main Motor Room for the electric propulsion motor, thrust bearing 
and journal and propeller shaft, the aft freshwater tanks and additional storage space for the Electrician’s Shop 
and the Engineering Log Office.

The forepeak is at the extreme forward end of the Second Deck level followed by the chain locker for the ship’s 
anchor chains. A Damage Control workshop with storage is aft of the forepeak. The sail loft and plywood storage 
is located here. An interior passageway runs aft from the DC shop to starboard of the ship’s centerline. This 
passage accesses a series of workshops and storage areas. The Electronics Technician Workshop is on the port 
side and Repair 2 and the Morale Locker are to starboard. The deck hatch to the Master-At-Arms storage below is 
adjacent to the Morale Locker. Moving farther aft, dry stores are to port and Electricians’ Mate storage to 
starboard. The watertight removable hatch on the Buoy Deck is overhead and space is provided in the vestibule 
beneath the hatch to lower pallets of supplies to the Second Deck for sorting and storage. A storage locker and 
the hatch to the sewage treatment compartment are located on the deck outside of the dry stores space.

The next compartment through a watertight door at the aft end of the starboard passage is the forward crew 
berthing space for twelve members of the crew. In addition to sleeping quarters there are shower and head 
facilities for enlisted crew located on the port side. Here, as in other locations throughout the ship, the principal 
material used in the showers and heads is stainless steel. The heads operate using a powerful Envirovac vacuum 
system to carry black water to the sewage collection tank where it can later be pumped into a sanitary sewer. A 
twenty-six-inch square hatch leads to the ammunition storage and vacuum flush spaces below. Above the deck 
hatch, a ladder in this compartment near the aft bulkhead leads to the Forward Vestibule on the Main Deck above.

A second crew berthing space is the next compartment aft through a watertight door near the centerline. This area 
sleeps twenty-four crewmen in a berthing space on the port side and fifteen in a space to starboard. A central 
passageway leads to the exercise room in the after portion of the compartment. Two ladders are located in this 
compartment. The starboard side forward ladder leads to the Forward Vestibule on the Main Deck, the port ladder 
aft, through a watertight trunk to the port side passageway on the Main Deck, just aft of the Galley. Watertight 
scuttle hatches in the deck adjacent to the forward and after bulkheads lead to the cold storage areas below. The 
forward diesel oil tanks extend upward to this level behind the berthing compartment.

The Upper Generator Room contains toolboxes, workbenches and service manuals/records. Toolboxes are 
located port and starboard forward in addition to the tool storage in the Lower Generator Room below. The deck in 
this area is largely open steel grating and the upper portion of the propulsion engines extend above the grating. 
The ladder to the Engine Room Vestibule on the Main Deck above is near the forward centerline of the 
compartment while the descending ladder to the Lower Generator Room is located on the port side. A vertical 
ladder to the watertight escape hatch on the overhead is located in the forward port side corner of the engineering 
space. This hatch locks open for emergency egress and exits to the Main Deck between the Chief Petty Officers’ 
Mess and Crew’s Mess above. The vessel’s two 380-horsepower 250 kilowatt General Motors Detroit Diesel 
Model 6-71T diesel ship’s service generators (SSDG) are located on the port (No. 2) and starboard (No. 1) upper 
sides of the compartment. The electrical system is 120/208-volt, three-phase AC. An enclosed operator’s station is 
located across the aft portion of the compartment and is accessible port and starboard through doors leading from 
the decks adjacent to the SSDGs. The main motor electrical switchboard, monitoring panels for the ship’s 
electrical systems and the control and monitoring consoles for the main engines are located in the operator’s
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station. This compartment overlooks the engineering spaces through glass windows above the lower engine 
console and is largely soundproofed because of high levels of ambient noise created by the engines and 
machinery while in operation. Otherwise ear protection is necessary in this area. The Upper Generator Room 
contains ventilation systems above to draw in outside air for engine combustion and ventilation for the engine 
room crew. Other engineering space auxiliaries include service air compressors and a number of pumps. Behind 
the aft bulkhead, the after diesel fuel tanks continue to this level from the Second Deck below.

The next compartment aft is the Upper Motor Room. A transverse descending ladder leads down and to port from 
the centerline of the ship to the lower motor space. An ascending ladder on the starboard side leads to the 
Emergency Generator Room on the Main Deck. The Electrical Shop, Logistics Office and storage are located on 
the port side and the ship’s Machine Shop is on the starboard side. Aft of the Upper Motor Room are the aft 
freshwater tanks, the lazarette compartment for hawser storage and the ship’s Steering Gear Room in the 
aftermost compartment, where the ship’s hydraulic steering gear and emergency steering station are located.

The articulated mechanical linkage for the steering gear passes through the various Main Deck compartments 
along the port side overhead as it heads aft from the helm in the Wheel House to reach this space. The steering 
system utilizes an electro-hydraulic steering gear. Driven by an electric motor, a hydraulic pump provides fluid 
pressure to dual hydraulic rams connected to the rudder stock. Hydraulic fluid is directed to the port and starboard 
rams through a variable direction valve. The coupling between the motor and pump can be disconnected with the 
removal of a linkage pin. Hand cranks are provided to allow crew members to manually turn the pump to provide 
emergency steering in the event of a motor failure. The system has both helm mechanical and electrical rudder 
angle indicators. A brass gyro repeater is mounted to the overhead to assist in maneuvering the ship manually 
from this compartment in the event of a steering malfunction, the crew following orders issued over the sound- 
powered telephone mounted in the compartment The ship could also be steered with chain falls via connection on 
the rudder tiller arms. A hydraulic bypass valve was installed in the rudder cylinder piping to allow free flow 
between the sides of the piston in order to move the rudder with chain falls. Speed was limited to five knots on 
chain fall steering. As originally equipped, Storis carried 1,500-gallon tanks, one port, one starboard, in the aft end 
of the second deck. These tanks were used to carry storm oil when the ship was originally built and later carried 
aviation fuel for the ship’s aircraft. Fuel was pumped through a trunk to the After Deck above. The tanks were later 
removed when Storis no longer carried aircraft. Fuel storage was moved to the jettison racks on the fantail.

As originally constructed, the Main Hold, removed during the 1972 renovation, was located between the work 
space near the forepeak and the space currently occupied by forward berthing. Before being utilized for the 
forward sleeping and bathing facilities, this area was used for clothing and dry stores as well as spare parts 
storage for electronics. All of the original crew berthing and locker space belowdecks for 102 crewmen occupied 
the space now utilized for thirty-nine crew in the aft berthing compartments and for exercise space.

On the centerline of the ship on the Main Deck, a passageway starts at the watertight door off of the Buoy Deck, 
and heads aft. To port is the berthing compartment, restroom and shower facilities for female crew added in 1986. 
The compartment sleeps six. Across the passageway is a crew lounge space. The passage terminates at a door 
leading to the Forward Vestibule. In the vestibule, the entrances to Sick Bay and the forward door to the Crew’s 
Mess and port side passageway are to port, the entrance to the Officer’s Ward Room to starboard. The 
entertainment and telephone room entrance is in the middle of the aft vestibule bulkhead occupying a space that 
was once the ship’s barber shop. A scuttle hatch to the crew’s head and forward berthing compartment is just to 
port of the centerline of the deck and the descending ladder and watertight trunk leading to the aft berthing 
compartment is located on the starboard side of the vestibule’s aft bulkhead. A locker for cleaning equipment is 
located inboard of the forward mess deck entrance.

The Crew’s Mess on the port side features three sets of double mess tables mounted perpendicular to the shell 
plating along the outboard side of the compartment. Each set of tables has integrated vinyl seating for eight. This
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area enjoys three of the added post-war portholes along the Main Deck’s port side shell plating. The forward 
bulkhead has a stainless food service rack and television mount, the aft bulkhead of the mess has refrigerated 
juice and milk service chests, an ice machine and a coffee maker. Entered off the port side passageway in the 
Crew’s Mess, the Galley is located amidships forward. The Galley is equipped with cooking, baking, food 
preparation and service spaces, with heavy-duty stainless steel used throughout this area. The refrigerator and a 
commercial-grade electric mixer are located port side forward, aft of the entrance to the Ward Room pantry. The 
Galley ovens, vented range, griddle and fryers are located along the after bulkhead. A stainless steel food prep 
counter with a sink occupies the middle of the Galley, directly opposite the range. A stainless steel food service 
counter is on the port side of the Galley opposite the mess tables. The scullery area for washing and sanitizing 
dishes is located outboard, directly aft of the Crew’s Mess along the port side. The escape hatch in the deck from 
the engineering spaces below is located at the aft end of the Crew’s Mess on the port side and is situated to 
prevent the hatch from becoming inadvertently blocked. Aft of the Crew’s Mess and on the outboard side of the 
ship is the Chief Petty Officer’s Mess. The CPO Mess contains a cabinet, coffee maker, hot plate and small 
refrigerator along the fonvard bulkhead and a table with dinette bench in the port side aft corner.

Continuing along the outboard side of the port side passageway, heading aft, are the berthing spaces for senior 
enlisted personnel. These spaces include a berthing compartment, shower and head for six Chief Petty Officers, a 
separate head/shower for First Class crew, the First Class Berthing for twelve and the adjoining First Class 
Lounge. Each head space is accessible from the passageway or from the interior of the associated berthing 
compartment. The ship’s Armory is located in the aftermost compartment on the port side. Along the inboard side 
of the passageway are the entrance to the Galley, the watertight trunk containing the descending ladder to the aft 
berthing compartment and slightly farther aft, the port ladder ascending forward to the upper decks. Commanding 
Officer’s cabin. Radio Room and Wheel House. A crossdeck passage connects the port and starboard 
passageways aft of the Galley. A Law Enforcement office is located forward off the passageway on the ship’s 
centerline. It contained file cabinets, storage for enforcement gear and a computer work station for LE/OPS 
officers to use for reports and messages.

The Engineering Vestibule is accessed through watertight doors on the interior bulkhead of the passageway. The 
deck in this space is steel grate. The fonward ladder descends into the Upper Generator Room on the Second 
Deck, the aft ladder, near the radio motor and generator sets, ascends to the Boiler and Blower Room on 01 
Level. Aft of the engine room vestibule is a watertight door leading to the compartment containing the ship’s 
Emergency Service Diesel Generator (ESDG), a 238-horsepower 150-kilowatt GM Model 6-71N Detroit Diesel.
The ESDG uses a closed cooling system with radiator rather than using seawater. A battery charger is also 
located in this compartment. The descending ladder to the Motor Room is accessed on the starboard aft side of 
the ESDG compartment.

Farther aft along the port side passageway, past the engineering spaces, is the Gyro Room and the Aft Vestibule 
where the port and shorter starboard passageways meet. The companionway ladder ascending to the After Deck 
scuttle hatch is here. Repair 3 and the Exchange (ship’s store) compartments are located inboard of the port 
passageway outside the Armory as is the deck hatch to the hawser locker below and a watertight door leading to 
the escape trunk from the steering compartment to the fantail. The entrance to the ship’s laundry room on the 
starboard side is adjacent to the hawser locker hatch. Inside the laundry room are two commercial washers and 
two dryers. A linen locker in the aftermost stern compartment on the starboard side is accessed through the 
laundry.

The starboard door off the Forward Vestibule leads to the Officer’s Ward Room. Served by food, refrigerated items 
and coffee from the pantry on the compartment’s port side, this carpeted lounge and meeting area has a large 
table with chairs, couches and a television for use by the officers. The starboard side of the Ward Room has two 
brass, swing-arm sconce lamps. The inboard bulkhead of the Ward Room near the pantry is decorated with 
various photographs of the ship from her service life. Aft of the Ward Room is the starboard passageway. A linen
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locker is inboard, just aft of the Galley. The starboard ladder ascending forward to the 01 Deck Level access to the 
GO’S suite, Radio Room and Wheel House is located here, just forward of the crossdeck passage that connects 
the port and starboard passageways. Along the outboard side of the starboard passageway are staterooms for the 
officers. Heading aft, there are four staterooms, each with bunk, locker, desk and chair. Each space has a 
porthole. The officers’ washroom has a shower and two toilets. Four more staterooms are aft of the washroom, 
including the engineer’s stateroom (1-148-1-L) and the Executive Officer’s quarters (1-156-1-L). The ship’s office 
is located at the terminus of the starboard passageway. This area contains desks and locking file cabinets for 
important ship’s papers such as crew files and operational/logistical records. A supply cabinet is located on the 
port side of the office, near the centerline.

As originally constructed, the Main Deck configuration had the toilet facilities for the crew portside forward, with 
five stools, five sinks and a shower space. The Crew’s Mess was outboard, aft of the WC. A compartment once 
located at the forward end of the Mess Deck held a movie projector for showing movies in this space. Aft of the 
Crew’s Mess was the Chief Petty Officers’ Mess, ship’s office, CPO bunk space (ten men), watch standers’ bunk 
space (twelve men), CPO head and watch standers’ head (one stool each). Sick Bay occupied the entire stern 
compartment area with an operating table, toilet space and medical supply storage. Inboard, in the space currently 
occupied by the Forward Vestibule, were pea and rain coat lockers. The ship’s armory was located just aft of the 
Galley on the centerline. After the engineering trunk and Gyro Room, were a photographic dark room, auxiliary 
radio room (entered from the starboard passage), gasoline trunk space, officers’ stores, and a crossdeck passage 
to the laundry room on the starboard side. The uses for the various starboard side Main Deck spaces remained 
largely the same over Storis’ career. However, the aft two staterooms were originally configured for double 
occupancy.

The Upper Deck superstructure on 01 Level contains the Commanding Officer’s suite and office. A half-deck 
below the CO’s quarters contains several storage spaces. On the port side are gunnery lockers, an abandon ship 
locker and a quartermaster locker. On the starboard side are a Damage Control locker, radio locker and additional 
space for emergency supplies for abandoning ship. The half-deck compartments are accessed through exterior 
watertight hatches on both sides of the superstructure adjacent to the boat davits and just above the deck. The 
entry to the CO’s quarters is located off a landing along the interior ascending ladder from the Main Deck to the 
Wheel House, accessing the suite at the port side aft corner. Inside the cabin, the CO’s stateroom is located on 
the port side forward. This sleeping space has two round brass portholes, one in the forward bulkhead and the 
other on the port side. A wooden clothing chest occupies the port side and the bunk, the starboard. A similar first- 
class stateroom is located on the starboard side of the cabin, arranged opposite the CO stateroom, with the bunk 
on the port side interior bulkhead. The CO’s head and shower, located at the front of the cabin on the vessel’s 
centerline between the two staterooms, is accessible from either sleeping space. The remainder of the CO’s cabin 
space has a desk, file cabinet, coffee table and a large wooden cabinet. Large brass sconce lamps are mounted 
to the starboard bulkhead. There is one brass porthole on the port side, two starboard. Up until the end of World 
War II, the Coast Guard had the rank of Commodore. With the extra stateroom, Storis could accommodate the 
flag rating and act as a flagship in command of a squadron of ships.

Aft of the CO’s cabin within the superstructure is a wet suit locker that originally served as a pantry area containing 
a coffee pot, refrigerator and a heating plate to allow the ship’s steward to prepare meals for the Commanding 
Officer. The food would be served in the CO’s quarters. Aft of the locker and down a half-deck is a crossdeck 
passage, the bottom of the “L”-shaped interior passageway connecting the port and starboard decks to the 
forward ascending ladder accessing the CO’s stateroom and leading to the Radio Room and Wheel House on the 
port side. The shipbuilder’s plate and commemorative Northwest Passage plaque were mounted on the forward 
bulkhead of the crossdeck passageway. These were removed and placed in storage upon the ship’s 
decommissioning. Interior descending ladders to the Main Deck are located at the port and starboard aft ends of 
the crossdeck passage. Aft of the passageway is the engineering casing for boilers, auxiliary equipment, the 
engine exhaust and ventilation ducting and the hydraulic powerplant. At the rear of this superstructure is the
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watertight door to the hydraulic room.

The superstructure on 02 Deck Level contains the Wheel House and Radio Room. The Wheel House contains the 
ship's bridge, navigation equipment and chart plotting tables. The ladder from belowdecks enters the Wheel 
House through an interior door at the port side aft corner of the structure. There are three rectangular windows 
with wipers flanked by three round brass portholes and another rectangular window with wiper outboard on the 
forward bulkhead, allowing forward visibility for the bridge crew. Each side of the Wheel House has two square 
windows forward of the watertight doors leading to the bridge wings. The doors open aft, to the leeward side of the 
superstructure. For visibility, each door has a rectangular fixed window. The modern wheel stand with autopilot is 
in the center of the Wheel House flanked by a radar console to port and a modern propulsion control stand with 
engine telegraph to starboard. A second radar console is located near the starboard front bulkhead of the 
wheelhouse. Adjacent to the starboard radar console is a padded chair reserved for the CO. The voice tube from 
the flying bridge above is mounted to the overhead as well as the periscope for the compass binnacle. The ship’s 
helm and periscope are wrapped and decorated with “fancywork,” intricately knotted and woven cord that is 
lacquered.

The 1MC and sound powered phone connections were located on the starboard bulkhead adjacent to the chart 
table. The Ross fathometer and Radio Direction Finder (RDF) were mounted just to the port side of the forward 
bulkhead of the pilothouse. The Loran C receiver was located above the chart table. Searchlight controls were 
located just above and starboard of the helm station.

When commissioned in 1942, the ship’s navigation crew relied on instruments such as sextants and alidade to 
determine position, augmented by early RDF equipment and LOng RAnge Navigation transmissions or LORAN. At 
the time of her decommissioning, Storis was equipped with satellite Global Positioning System receivers to help 
pinpoint her position. However, proficiency with the earlier instruments was still a required skill and a wooden 
cabinet in the Wheel House adjacent to the starboard bridge wing door kept sextants close at hand right up to 
decommissioning. There are large table spaces on the starboard side of the Wheel House, just behind the bridge 
to provide adequate work area to spread out navigation charts for course and position calculations. Cabinets in 
this area stored the volumes of necessary charts for Storis’ area of operations. A fathometer, book case and coat 
hooks are located on the after bulkhead of the navigation space. The chart table area is separated from the 
navigation space of the bridge with a wood-trimmed partition bulkhead. A sliding panel allows communication 
between the chart tables and the navigation crew forward. The charts and traditional navigation procedures are 
supplemented with GPS plotters located in the after portion of the Wheel House. The Wheel House is also 
equipped with red-tinted light fixtures to preserve night vision. The lights were also shuttered via switches on the 
door to prevent light from escaping when a door was opened during “darken ship” periods.

As with navigation, the ship’s Radio Room was also changed by advancements in technology. Originally packed 
from bulkhead to bulkhead with various bulky vacuum-tube transmitters and receiving equipment for military and 
commercial communications, the advent of solid-state technology, microchips, and satellite communications 
condensed and changed the ship’s electronic communications equipment considerably. This equipment was 
housed behind the chart tables. Several safes are located along the starboard bulkhead. A Coding Room for 
classified communications is located in the starboard aft corner of the Radio Room.

Aft of the Radio Room on the exterior of the Wheel House is the ship’s exhaust stack. An incinerator for 
combustible waste is located aft of the stack. This equipment was installed in an extension of the superstructure 
added during a 1994 dockside availability.

As originally built, Storis’ Wheel House was smaller and had a shape forward approximating a trapezoid. Five 
round brass portholes were spaced across the forward bulkhead, four portholes on the port and starboard sides. A 
teak handrail ran across the interior bulkheads, held by brass stanchions. Large brass radiators were mounted to
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the bulkheads. The wheel and stand were located slightly to port of the centerline with the gyro repeater to port 
and the binnacle and engine telegraph to starboard. The radio direction finder was located on the port side of the 
Wheel House. An enclosed Sonar Room was located in the aft corner of the Wheel House. The Radio Room was 
accessed off the interior passageway on the port side, near the descending ladder to the ship’s interior. The 
Coding Room was a separate compartment on the rear of the Wheel House superstructure, accessed through an 
exterior door on the aft-facing exterior bulkhead.

Periodic equipment upgrades and structural changes changed the configuration of the Wheel House over time. In 
In 1983 the bulkheads encompassing the chart room at that time were removed to accommodate a new chart 
table that was installed into the house by cutting an opening in the flying bridge deck. Electronic equipment was 
relocated in the Wheel House to improve accessibility and a sliding status board was developed and installed in 
this space. The original brass wheel and stand were removed from the ship in 1986 and replaced with the current 
helm. ^ The pilothouse, which had been expanded laterally during the yard period in January 1966, received 
additional room when it was expanded forward slightly during the overhaul in 1986.

Following Storis’ decommissioning on February 8, 2007, classified items such as electronic gear and records were 
removed from the ship. The builder’s plate and large bronze plaque commemorating Storis' participation in the 
1957 Northwest Passage mission were also removed and placed in storage. Official Coast Guard markings were 
erased from the ship by government mandate so that the ship could not be confused with an active, commissioned 
cutter. The hull unit number. Coast Guard stripes and seal were painted over, giving the vessel an all-white hull. 
This configuration is how Storis appears at the time of nomination. Aside from these minor cosmetic changes and 
some paint deterioration and rust staining from weathering, the ship appears largely as she did as an active cutter 
in her last years of service up until her decommissioning. Storis retains significant historic integrity and is in 
otherwise excellent physical condition. Most of her systems and equipment are believed to be fully functional. It 
would be possible to reactivate the ship to be able to sail under her own power.

Storis is currently moored as a custody vessel within the U.S. Maritime Administration National Defense Reserve 
Fleet at Suisun Bay, Benicia, Solano County, California. The ship has been at various moorings within the fleet 
since arriving in the spring of 2007. She is moored at the time of nomination at 38 degrees 5 min 7 sec N, 122 
degrees 5 min 5 sec W, rafted together with the retired U.S. Coast Guard 180-foot buoy tenders USCGC 
Pianetree (WLB-307) and USCGC iris (WLB-395).

The nonprofit Storis Museum group, based in Juneau, is awaiting Congressional action for a requested donation of 
Storis for privately funded restoration and use as a museum ship and maritime education center, Alaska’s first 
such institution.

’’ The wheel and stand are on display in the PX at U.S. Coast Guard Base Support Station in Kodiak.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Military/defense

Exploration

Science

Commerce

Engineering

Social/Humanitarian

Period of Significance

1942-1967

Significant Dates

1943-45

1957

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A______________________________

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A

Architect/Builder

Toledo Shipbuilding Co., Toledo, Ohio

Period of Significance (justification)
This period encompasses all of the activities and accomplishments that establish the historic significance of USCGC 
Storis. This includes her service with the Greenland Patrol during World War II, her postwar transfer to Alaska and Bering 
Sea Patrols, the Distant Early Warning radar line construction in the Arctic, the circumnavigation of North America through 
the Northwest Passage and her first law enforcement/fisheries apprehensions.
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Criteria Considerations (expianation, if necessaiy)
By 1966, Storis’ physical appearance had changed slightly with the squared-off Wheel House as reflected in her current 
configuration. While the majority of the period of significance falls into the period greater than 50 years in the past, by 
1967, Storis had performed a wide range of missions, established her presence and settled into the major role she would 
play in the Alaskan maritime frontier up until her decommissioning in February 2007.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.)

See continuation sheet

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

See continuation sheet

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

See continuation sheet



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page

(Expires 5-31-2012)

USCGC Storis
Name of Property 
Solano, California
County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Summary statement of significance:

USCGC Storis is significant under National Register Criterion “A” at a national level within the contexts of defense 
and maritime history as one of the last surviving vessels to have participated in the Greenland Patrols during 
World War II and for her long career as a law enforcement and search and rescue platform in the vast, stormy and 
treacherous Bering Sea, Gulf of Alaska and Northern Pacific Ocean. Storis is significant under Criterion “A” in 
transportation, commerce, exploration and science at a national level of significance as one of the first American 
vessels to successfully circumnavigate the North American continent through the Northwest Passage. Under 
Criterion “A,” Storis is nationally significant for her social/humanitarian activities as the last surviving vessel of the 
Bering Sea Patrol in providing medical, dental and judicial services to remote Alaskan villages as well as disaster 
relief in time of natural catastrophe, and for performing vital icebreaking and maintenance of the region’s Aids to 
Navigation system. The oldest cutter serving in the U.S. Coast Guard fleet at the time of her decommissioning in 
2007, Storis is significant at a national level in engineering under National Register Criterion “C.” Within the 
context of the development of standardized multi-mission tenders designed to service Aids to Navigation with 
demonstrated versatility to perform other key duties, Storis - as the lone example of her class - represents a 
physically larger and further evolution of tender design. Her robust construction and versatility enabled the 
venerable cutter to serve over sixty-four years in U.S. Coast Guard service, carrying out missions associated with 
law enforcement, search and rescue, military support, Arctic exploration, humanitarian medical and disaster relief 
services, icebreaking and the maintenance of the country’s Aids to Navigation system. Her integrity evokes a 
sense of historic design, representing the distinctive characteristics of the remarkably active and successful period 
of ship design and construction during the early 1940s.

Statement of Significance:

Laid down in 1941 and commissioned in 1942, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis (WAGLA/\/AG/WAGB/WMEC- 
38) is the only example of her class to have been built. As is the case with all U.S. Coast Guard cutters, Storis was 
designed to be a multi-mission platform to fulfill the various requirements of Coast Guard service: a sturdy and 
seaworthy vessel able to travel great distances across open ocean to perform military support, law enforcement, 
search and rescue (SAR), and icebreaking duties. Storis was also very proficient at servicing lighthouses and 
other Aids to Navigation (AtoN) or providing critical supplies and replenishment for remote villages and military 
facilities. Storis resembles the successful 180-foot Seagoing Buoy Tenders developed concurrently and built from 
1941-1944, but is larger to incorporate greater cargo-carrying capacity and proportionately larger engineering 
spaces and storage tanks.

Though capable of a wide range of missions, Storis was specially constructed and commissioned for service as an 
armed ice patrol and supply vessel in the waters in and around Greenland during World War II. Based in Boston, 
Massachusetts, Storis’ primary duties for the Greenland Patrol utilized her icebreaking capability to allow 
navigation of the island’s icy fjords and her cargo-carrying capacity for base supply missions. She carried light anti
submarine weapons and deck armament for convoy escort duty. The deck armament was also intended to 
engage German units attempting to land shore parties on the island for espionage or the development of weather 
stations in support of Atlantic U-boat operations.

In the months immediately following World War II, Boston continued to serve as the ship’s home port. From 
December 1, 1947 through September 15, 1948, Storis operated from home port Curtis Bay, Maryland, where she 
worked in a military support role and assisted with the construction of Long-Range (radio) Navigation stations.
Upon completing her Maryland assignment, Storis’ home port changed once again, this time to Juneau, Alaska, to 
assume law enforcement, SAR operations, and humanitarian missions through the Bering Sea Patrol. In 1955 and 
1956, Storis deployed for Arctic operations with the U.S. Navy in support of hydrographic surveys and the 
construction of a chain of radar stations in the Arctic known as the Distant Early Warning Line or DEW Line.
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Storis' most famous voyage began July 1, 1957 when the ship departed Seattle, Washington, in company with the 
smaller 180-foot cutters USCGC Bramble (WAGL-392) and USCGC Spar (WAGL-403). Assigned to the 
Commander of Task Force Five as part of the Hydrographic Survey Unit of the U.S. Military Sea Transportation 
Service (MSTS) Western Task Force, the small fleet sailed through the Bering Strait into the Arctic Ocean. Their 
goal was to determine the feasibility of the Northwest Passage as a route for cargo and military vessels. After 
rounding Alaska and leaving Point Barrow, their track brought them near the coast of Canada’s Northwest 
Territories, towards Simpson Strait. After clearing Simpson Strait, the three ships turned northward and traversed 
the Rae, James, Ross, and Franklin Straits to Bellot Strait, overcoming shallow water, heavy ice and periodic thick 
fog as they went.

Throughout the voyage, the ships charted and recorded water depths and marked navigable channels with AtoN. 
The convoy became the first deep-draft vessels to transit the seventeen-mile Bellot Strait from west to east. Met 
by the Canadian icebreaker HMCS Labrador, the convoy sailed into the ice-free waters of Prince Regent Inlet. 
From there they proceeded through Lancaster Sound, Baffin Sound, and Davis Strait and into the Labrador Sea. 
Through the efforts and encountered hardships of the little convoy, the Coast Guard determined the Northwest 
Passage would not be a practical route for supply ships. However, the successful passage and the convoy's 
continuous soundings and surveys provided important information about the 4,500 miles of semi-charted waters 
through which it sailed.

When Storis emerged near Greenland at the east end of the Northwest Passage, she became the first American 
ship to have circumnavigated the North American continent. Upon her return to Seattle and her home port of 
Juneau, she had completely circumnavigated North America in one season, becoming the third American vessel 
to earn the honor. Following the Northwest Passage mission, Storis transferred to Kodiak, Alaska, her final home 
port, and went on to carry out an additional forty-nine years of faithful service to the U.S. Coast Guard, performing, 
as she was designed, various law enforcement, SAR and humanitarian/relief assignments.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Storis made several significant apprehensions of foreign vessels illegally fishing 
in American waters. The ship undenwent major renovations in 1972 that saw the elimination of her cargo hold and 
conversion from a light icebreaker (WAGB) to a medium endurance cutter (WMEC). In 1975, the ship provided 
vital icebreaking assistance to the tugs and barges carrying supplies and materials for the construction of the 
Trans-Alaskan Pipeline. A 1986 overhaul replaced the ship’s propulsion engines and expanded her living quarters 
to include berthing and lounge areas for female Coast Guard personnel. Storis served as the command and 
control vessel during the catastrophic Exxon Valdez oil spill at Prince William Sound, Alaska, in 1989.

On October 1, 1991, after forty-nine years of service, Storis became the oldest commissioned cutter in the U.S. 
Coast Guard with the retirement of the USCGC Fir. As the “Queen of the Fleet,” Storis had earned the honor of 
having her unit number “38” painted in gold on her hull. During the fall of 1992, with the end of the Cold War and 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Storis made a historic goodwill port call at Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky on 
Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula. This was the first entry of a foreign military vessel into the port since 1854 when 
the British and French attempted to seize it during the Crimean War.

Storis was decommissioned from the U.S. Coast Guard on February 8, 2007 in an emotional ceremony that 
celebrated her more than sixty-four years of dedicated and decorated service. Under special commission, Storis 
sailed under her own power to Alameda, California, where she was transferred to the stewardship of the U.S. 
Maritime Administration for mothballing and storage among the National Defense Reserve Fleet in Suisun Bay, 
near Benicia, California. Storis retains a high degree of historic and physical integrity that is reflective of her 
successful design and the devoted care she received at the hands of her Coast Guard crews.

Of the major Coast Guard vessels that participated in the Greenland Patrol, only Storis remains following the July 
2, 2012 reefing of USCGC Mohawk (WPG-78) in Florida. One auxiliary, the Arctic schooner Bowdoin (IX-50), is a 
National Historic Landmark in Maine. Four other, smaller, auxiliary vessels - former Coast Guard tugs and buoy
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tenders - remain but have been altered and do not have the same high level of acquired historic significance. 
Storis is the last of the U.S. Coast Guard vessels that remain from the official Bering Sea Patrol. Of the Coast 
Guard vessels from the historic 1957 transit of the Northwest Passage, USCGC Spar was sunk as a reef in 2004 
and USCGC Bramble was decommissioned and transferred in 2003 to a museum in Michigan for interpretive use. 
While Bramble retains a high level of physical and historic integrity and was listed on the National Register Aug. 1, 
2012, she is currently closed, for sale and endangered at the time of this nomination.

A nonprofit Storis Museum corporation, based in Juneau, was formed in February 2007 as the ship was retired. 
The group has been working to secure a U.S. Congressional donation of Storis to allow her to return to Juneau for 
use as Alaska’s first interpretive museum ship as the Storis Museum, a Maritime Museum and Education Center. 
Future plans may see the vessel utilized as a maritime training vessel for young men and women.

USCGC Storis (WAGL/WAG/WAGB/WMEC-381: “The Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan Coast”

With World War II raging in Europe and Denmark occupied by Nazi forces, on April 9, 1941, U.S. Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull and Danish Ambassador Henrik de Kaufmann signed the Hull-Kauffmann Agreement, a treaty 
that gave America permission to construct military bases in Greenland in order to defend the island from German 
aggression and protect American and Danish interests. Greenland was extremely important to the United States 
for several reasons: the island held the world’s only known minable deposit of the mineral cryolite, an important 
component in the production of aluminum, critical to the American aircraft and shipping industries during World 
War II. Greenland’s location provided a pivotal stopover and refueling point for aircraft bound for England under 
the Lend-Lease Act. Meteorologists also found the location useful for forecasting the weather in Western Europe. 
The installations began to take shape when Admiral Harold Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, ordered the creation 
of the Greenland Patrol, a collection of U.S. Navy and Coast Guard vessels. The new force was officially 
organized over June and July 1941. The Navy assigned the patrol two missions: to assist the Army in building air 
bases and prevent the Germans from operating weather stations in Greenland.’’

The need for a new specialized cutter to serve on the Greenland Patrol soon became apparent. According to 
Commander Frederick A. Hunnewell, the Coast Guard’s chief of construction in the early 1940s,". . . under a 
basic requirement for reliability the major technical characteristics of a Coast Guard cutter can well be given the 
following sequence of priority: seaworthiness, speed, cruising radius, deck equipment for assistance work, and 
accommodations.” ^ The Coast Guard had already been working on a new design for a class of standardized 180- 
foot seagoing lighthouse/buoy tenders capable of ice operations. The design for the new Greenland Patrol cutter 
would reflect many similarities to the 180s including basic hull shape, diesel-electric drive and single screw. 
However, the new Greenland Patrol cutter featured larger cargo holds, weighed in at twice the tonnage of the 180s 
and had a third more horsepower.

The Coast Guard signed a contract on January 26, 1941 with the Toledo Shipbuilding Company of Toledo, Ohio. 
Shipyard workers laid the keel of their Hull No. 187 (CG Builder’s No. 82) on July 14 of that year, following the 
design created by the U.S. Coast Guard. Cost for the new vessel was $2,072,889. The new cutter was originally to 
be named Arctic, but was laid down as Eskimo. As construction progressed and the new ship began to take 
shape, the State Department intervened and requested the adoption of a name that would be unlikely to offend the 
indigenous population of the areas the ship was meant to protect. Derived from a Scandinavian word “sirorssuit” 
meaning “great ice” or “blue ice,” the new vessel became Storis.

Unless otherwise noted, this history of USCGC Storis is largely drawn from the ship’s cutter file at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Historian’s Office and Historic American Engineering Record No. AK-50.
^ Johnson, Dr. Robert E., and Robert E. Williams, Commander (CDR), U.S. Coast Guard (retired). “Coast Guard 
Cutter Design, 1941-1990.” CG Engineer’s Digest (Wmter 1992), 11-12.
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Naval architects had designed Storis as an armed ice patrol and supply cutter and incorporated the Greenland 
Patrol’s early experiences into the ship’s design, giving her a reinforced steel hull for light icebreaking with a 7/8- 
inch thick high-strength steel ice belt at the waterline. The bow had a cutaway forefoot, allowing the ship to ride up 
onto ice and crush it under her weight. The hull would also have considerable slack in the bilge form, which would 
help counter the massive pressures exerted laterally by ice. As ice pressure would build, the force would lift the 
rounded hull from the water, rather than transfer directly into the hull to trap or crush it. This design would reduce 
the possibilities of getting “beset” in the ice and made Storis a tough, highly effective icebreaker.^

With growing tensions and concerns over the possibility of war with Nazi Germany, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt placed the Coast Guard under the direction of the U.S. Navy with Executive Order 8929, dated 
November 1, 1941. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7 and subsequent declarations of war 
against the Axis Powers added urgency to the construction of the new cutter. Launched April 4, 1942, Storis was 
230 feet in length and 43 feet, 2 inches in beam amidships. Displacement and draft would vary with her loading but 
Storis' typical fifteen-foot draft at a displacement of 1,715 tons and slender beam would allow her to navigate into 
the narrow fjords of Greenland to deliver supplies. The ship’s single, five-bladed propeller was eleven feet in 
diameter and was driven by one electric motor powered by generators driven by three Cooper-Bessemer Type 
GN-8, inline eight-cylinder diesels. The three diesels had a combined output of 1,800 shaft horsepower, which 
could drive the ship at a top speed of thirteen knots with a range of 10,900 miles. At economy speed of eight 
knots, range increased to 21,300 miles. The diesel-electric propulsion was well suited for work in the ice as the 
electric motor was able to better absorb the shock of the propeller striking ice compared to a traditional 
mechanical reduction-gear system. The diesel-electric system also responded faster than a steam plant to 
changes in power demands. Storis was the first tender fitted with a double top-lift boom, a feature that would be 
incorporated into later versions of the 180-foot tenders. Ultimately, Storis would be the only example of her class to 
be constructed. The Coast Guard commissioned the ship with the unit number WAGL-38 (Coast Guard, auxiliary, 
lighthouse tender) on September 30,1942. She entered service as USS Storis, CG.

Heading into the war zone, manning Storis were seventeen officers and 131 enlisted men. The ship sported a 
camouflage paint scheme to help hide her from enemy lookouts. The U.S. Navy armed the ship with two 3”/50- 
caliber naval guns and four single-mounted 20-mm Oerlikon cannons. For antisubmarine duties, two depth charge 
tracks had been located on the quarters of the vessel. Four Y-guns - transverse mounted, side-firing depth charge 
launchers - were positioned on the stern. Toward the end of the war, two mousetraps (fonward-firing, rocket- 
propelled contact depth charge launchers) were mounted near the bow. Storis carried type BK radar (1943) and 
type SL radar (1945) as well as QCL-2 sonar detection equipment (1945). Storis also carried a Grumman J2F 
Duck amphibious biplane used for aerial scouting and observation, ice reconnaissance and air-sea rescue. The 
Duck could also carry 650 pounds of bombs or depth charges for antisubmarine patrols. A crane mounted on the 
stern allowed for the launching and recovery of the aircraft.

Storis was assigned to Commander-in-Chief, Atlantic Forces (CINCLANT)/Destroyer Forces, Atlantic (DESLANT). 
Stationed at Boston, Massachusetts, Storis conducted anti-submarine exercises in Casco Bay, Maine, until May 
19, 1943 before escorting a convoy to Argentia, Newfoundland, and Narsarssuak, Greenland. In the waters off 
Greenland, Storis conducted operations as part of the important Greenland Patrols, the command ship of Task 
Unit 24.8.2. In company with other major cutters, Storis also acted as the lead ship in charge of a fleet of 125-foot

^ Brooks, Arthur E. Rear Admiral (RADM), U.S. Coast Guard. “USCGC Storis decommissioning.” Speech 
presented at the decommissioning ceremony of the USCGC Storis (WMEC-38), Kodiak, Alaska, February 8, 
2007.

National Park Service. Historic American Engineering Record No. AK-50: U.S. Coast Guard Cutter STORIS, 
Womens Bay, Kodiak, Kodiak Island Borough, AK, 4.
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patrol boats responsible for guarding this strategically important portion of the Arctic Circle against the 
establishment of German weather stations. Her logs indicate that she fired on the enemy on more than one 
occasion. ® Storis also supported the U.S. Army in establishing airdrome facilities - known as “BLUIE” bases - for 
use in ferrying aircraft to the British Islands. Storis served as a supply ship, kept convoy routes open and 
conducted a multitude of other duties including search and rescue as well as escort and patrol duties. Critical 
weather and ice reports from Storis' patrols were relayed to Greenland and U.S. military bases that fed directly into 
Allied wartime planning and strategies. ® The weather forecasts from Greenland were critical as they helped 
military planners predict weather patterns for Western Europe several days in advance.

On June 12, 1943, Stor/s joined the escort of United States convoy GS-24 from Narsarssuak to St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, in company with the Coast Guard cutters Mojave - flagship (WPG-47), Tampa (WPG-48), 
Escanaba (WPG-77), and Algonquin (WPG-75). The convoy consisted of USAT Fairfax and cutter Raritan (WYT- 
93). At 0510 on June 13, dense black and yellow smoke and sheets of flame were reported rising from Escanaba 
by Storis’ lookouts. The stricken cutter sank within Just three minutes. Storis and Raritan closed in to investigate 
and rescue survivors while the rest of the convoy began zigzagging and steering evasive courses to thwart the 
attacks of enemy submarines that could be lurking nearby. At 0715 the two cutters returned, having rescued just 
two survivors even though both rescue vessels were on scene within ten minutes of the explosion. Raritan 
recovered one body. No explosion had been heard by the other escort vessels. The remainder of the Escanaba’s 
crew of 103 was lost.

In August 1943 Storis escorted a convoy to Frobisher Bay in the Canadian Arctic. The cutter searched for 
survivors of USAT Nevada on December 18, 1943. During January 1944, Storis broke ice in the Greenland fjords 
and transported supplies to various stations. From July 7, 1944 through October 31, 1944, she searched for 
German trawlers off northeast Greenland and then later performed escort duties in the waters around Greenland.

In July 1944, Northland (WPG-49) and Storis set out on a mission to capture a German weather station operating 
on the east coast of Greenland. By the time the Coast Guard arrived, the Germans had fled, but American 
personnel found a crude structure, radio transmitters, and Coburg, a damaged German trawler. In October 1944, 
Northland and Storis joined heavy icebreakers Eastwind (WAG-279) and Southwind (WAG-280) en route to North 
Little Koldewey Island to capture another German weather station. Northland was damaged in ice and Storis was 
assigned to escort the crippled cutter to port. Crews of Eastwind and Southwind pressed on, found and subdued 
twelve German soldiers and captured the German trawler Externsteine trapped in ice nearby. This was the only 
action of World War II where American military vessels captured a German surface ship.

Postwar missions and the Bering Sea Patrol

Following the war, the Grumman Duck was removed from the ship in 1946. Released from Navy control, CGC 
Storis was transferred from Boston to Curtis Bay, Maryland, where she was assigned military support tasks, 
supplying LORAN (LOng RAnge Navigation) stations at Greenland and Newfoundland in addition to being on 
standby for SAR or other emergencies. Effective September 2, 1948, Storis was reclassified as a WAG, or Coast 
Guard, miscellaneous auxiliary. Around this time, Storis shed her wartime camouflage and transformed in 
appearance with her painting in the regulation U.S. Coast Guard color scheme with a gleaming white hull. The 
forward 3”/50-caliber gun was also removed,

On September 15, 1948, Storis was reassigned to Juneau, Alaska. From Juneau, Storis assisted in establishing 
Alaskan LORAN radio stations. When networking on LORAN, her main activities were typical Coast Guard

’ “Auxiliary Vessel ‘Storis’ Is Big Sister to Buoy Tenders.” U.S. Coast Guard Magazine, (February 1957); 33. 
' RADM Brooks. “USCGC Storis Decommissioning.”
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functions such as SAR, maintaining AtoN, supplying lighthouses, and keeping harbors open and navigable in the 
winter by breaking ice. Storis crewmen also performed civic missions ashore for the towns and hamlets across the 
territory. During her time in Juneau, Storis also received official assignments to the Bering Sea Patrol.

The Bering Sea Patrol had been established in 1895 to enforce sealing and fishing regulations as well as provide 
necessary services to outlying settlements far from major population centers. While protecting fish and seals was 
still a concern, when Storis was assigned to the Bering Sea Patrol, the duties included improving the Coast Guard 
navigation outposts in the Aleutian Islands, replenishing food and fuel supplies and providing mail service. Law 
enforcement was provided by a “Court Cruise,” the transportation of a judge, public defender, a court clerk and a 
Deputy U.S. Marshal to hear cases in the remote regions. The cases could range from poaching, disorderly 
conduct or selling liquor to natives up through felony assaults, arson and murder. Prisoners would be transported 
from outlying areas to larger cities for transfer to authorities for incarceration. Other patrol services included 
medical care for natives and government personnel provided by the U.S. Public Health Service, nutritionists, 
Alaska Native Service welfare workers and educators. Scientists also accompanied the patrols for various studies. 
In the absence of clergy, the ship’s commanding officer could perform wedding ceremonies. If the ship was unable 
to directly access a village, when Storis was equipped with helicopters, the aircraft would ferry medical personnel 
into the villages. These efforts brought much needed services and assistance to residents of these outlying areas 
that were located hundreds of miles from major cities and medical and government facilities.

On December 14, 1954, the Storis completed her first of many SAR missions in the United States. She responded 
to the crash of an amphibious U.S. Coast Guard UF-1G AlbatroSs that went down on takeoff at Haines Harbor, 
Alaska. Three survivors were rescued and one body recovered. A little over a year later, on January 17, 1956, 
Storis led the waterborne firefighting efforts when the Juneau Cold Storage facility caught fire. A major business 
serving the Southeastern Alaska fishing industry, the conflagration threatened several neighboring businesses 
including the Alaska Steamship Line dock and hangars of Alaska Coastal Airlines. The navigation crew of Storis 
gently eased her bow against the shoreline and held her there as the deck crew directed streams of water across 
the adjacent street in an effort to suppress the fire and keep the flames from spreading to other buildings.

In addition to her typical Coast Guard duties, the Bering Sea Patrol and response to maritime and shoreside 
emergencies, Storis also carried out scientific missions for multiple federal agencies. During the summers of 1955 
and 1956, the ship participated in the U.S. Navy’s Arctic Operations. These smaller operations ultimately led to her 
most famous mission the following year.

Cutters Around the Continent: The Northwest Passage ’’

The Icelandic Sagas record that a Norseman named Erik the Red, banished from Iceland for criminal activities, 
sailed from Iceland to the southwest coast of Greenland in 985 AD. There he and the crews of the fourteen ships 
that survived the journey established a new home near the present-day airfield at Narsarssuak. From this small 
colony, Erik’s son Leif made the first exploratory expeditions along the northeast coast of North America. Over the 
next five centuries, Norse mariners would probe along the coasts of present-day Canada and perhaps as far south 
as New England, New York and New Jersey in search of timber and new waterways to take them even further 
west.

It is not known how much knowledge of these early voyages survived into the world of the Renaissance. But in the

’’ Unless specified otherwise, information in this section is condensed from Capelotti, Dr. P.J., Senior Chief Petty 
Officer (SCPO), U.S. Coast Guard Reserve. Across the Top of the World: The U.S. Coast Guard’s 1957 Northwest 
Passage Expedition. Washington, DC: U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, March 2007 and Langjahr, Lucinda 
Wood, ed. “Notes from Calumet: Excerpts from the Journal and Letters of Captain Harold L. Wood, USCG, During 
the transit of the Northwest Passage by U. S. Coast Guard Cutters Storis, Bramble and Spar, 1957.
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mercantile world of the late 1400s and early 1500s, after the conquest of the Middle East by the Ottoman Turks 
had closed overland trade routes from Europe to Asia, European nations increasingly sought new sea routes to 
Asia. For a century after Prince Henry the Navigator founded an institute of geographic research at Sagres, 
Portugal, both Portuguese and Spanish explorers fanned out across the southern Atlantic, eventually rounding 
both the Cape of Good Hope in southern Africa and Cape Horn at the southern tip of South America. As Spain and 
Portugal appropriated these southern routes to the Spice Islands of Asia, other European nations looked north for 
new maritime routes to these same riches.

The first explorer after the Vikings to search in this northerly direction was Italian navigator Giovani Caboto, who 
sailed from Bristol, England, in May 1497 under the name John Cabot. After thirty-five days at sea searching for a 
Northwest Passage to China, Cabot found his way blocked by the Canadian coastline. No contemporary sources 
have survived from his voyage, but it is thought that he spent about a month along the coast of northeastern North 
America before returning to England. Cabot tried again a year later, but he and most of his fleet vanished from the 
seas and from history. By the time his son Sebastian Cabot tried unsuccessfully to locate the passage ten years 
later, it had become clear that a new and enormous continent lay between Europe and Asia.

For the next hundred years, navigators like Martin Frobisher, John Davis, William Baffin, Robert Bylot and Henry 
Hudson all probed the straits and bays that now are named for them. Often the price they paid for this lasting fame 
was shipwreck, mutiny and death. Humphrey Gilbert, an avid colonizer and half-brother of Sir Walter Raleigh, 
wrote a book on the mythical passage, then drowned in 1583 returning to England after trying to find it himself. 
When Hudson’s Bay proved to be an ice-filled trap rather than a passage to the east, Henry Hudson himself, his 
young son, and seven crew members were set adrift during a 1611 mutiny. When William Baffin’s explorations 
convinced him that no northern passage to the east existed, interest in the arctic waned for nearly two centuries. 
Ironically, Baffin’s discovery of Lancaster Sound would become the main portal to the Northwest Passage, and 
one the U.S. Coast Guard would use 350 years later.®

The Northwest Passage is actually several passageways through the complex archipelago of the Canadian Arctic. 
According to Robert K. Headland of the Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge, England, seven different 
routes connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans via these ice-clogged seas. In the century since the Norwegian 
explorer Roald Amundsen accomplished the complete transit during 1903-1906 with his sloop Gj0a, more than a 
hundred voyages have been made through these passages by vessels from eighteen different nations. Even to 
reach the entrance to the Northwest Passage requires a difficult and dangerous feat of navigation. From the east, 
the way is challenged by thousands of enormous icebergs. These bergs, broken from the glaciers of Greenland in 
the east and Baffin Island in the west and reaching three hundred feet in height, drift southward through Davis 
Strait. From the west, vessels reach the passage through the Bering Strait, where the mass of the polar ice cap 
leans its bulk on the north coast of Alaska and blocks any passage for much of the year. After G/oa, it would be 
nearly forty years before another vessel successfully challenged the passage. The Arctic patrol vessel Sf. Roch of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police took three seasons, from 1940 to 1942, to make a Northwest Passage transit. 
Under the command of her Norwegian-born skipper Henry Larsen, St. Roch sailed from west to east, in the 
opposite direction from Amundsen and Gjoa. ®

While originally considered as a potential short-cut for intercontinental trade, in the early 1950s, as the Cold War 
escalated, defense planners had begun to look at the Northwest Passage as the first line of defense for North 
America. A 1952 meeting of scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology produced an idea for a system 
of early warning radar stations across the Canadian Arctic. This string of outposts would stretch from Point Barrow 
in Alaska 3,000 miles eastward to Baffin Island. The system as a whole was designed to detect incoming aircraft 
approaching from the north, over the pole from the presumed enemy, the Soviet Union. The stations were not

‘ Across the Top of the World, 6.
Ibid.
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meant to intercept or destroy aircraft. Once in operation, military planners expected to gain four to six hours of 
advance warning of an air attack coming from over the polar horizon. The extra time would allow for the rapid 
evacuation of cities and the air defense of vital industrial areas. Two years later. President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
approved the project and ordered it built as soon as possible. Between 1955 and 1957 this string of installations, 
called the Distant Early Warning Line, or DEW Line, brought thousands of military and civilian personnel onto 
remote Arctic shorelines. The construction of more than fifty DEW Line sites and the emplacement of new weather 
stations required a massive sealift by the Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS). This sealift delivered more 
than 2.5 million tons of cargo and 12 million barrels of fuel to the Canadian Arctic, all while maintaining alternate 
season supply runs to the U.S. Navy’s Operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica. At its peak, the DEW Line project 
employed over 7,500 civilian and military personnel. The line consisted of six main radar stations supported by 
twenty-three auxiliary and twenty-eight intermediate stations, with the smaller stations functioning to close gaps in 
the radar coverage of the main stations. It remains one of the largest and most complicated construction projects 
ever undertaken.

In the Spring of 1955, with the MSTS assuming the task of supplying the then-under-construction DEW Line 
stations, Storis was assigned to participate in the construction and supply of the station sites as well as an 
associated hydrographic survey in the Arctic Ocean. Commander Harold L. Wood, Stor/s’commanding officer, 
stated “...it was imperative [that] an ice-protected, relatively shallow-draft vessel was assigned to precede the 
supply ships into the central arctic waters, which had never been charted or sounded.” This mission served to 
ensure that the route to be traveled by the supply ships was practical and safe. Wood had an intimate knowledge 
of his ship. From July 1940 until April 1943, he was assigned as assistant to the chief inspector, giving him direct 
participation during the construction of Storis in Toledo. After the ship’s commissioning, Wood served as 
engineering officer for Storis as she entered service on the Greenland Patrol.

Operating as a hydrographic survey unit with the survey ship USS Requisite (AGS-18), Storis participated in 
summer operations in 1955 and 1956. According to Commander Wood’s journal, Requ/s/fe was well suited for survey 
work but was seriously deficient for operations in ice as her hull plating and framing were very light for a vessel operating 
in those conditions. However, with Storis providing assistance in maneuvering through the ice, the two vessels rounded 
Point Barrow and were able to travel as far east as the longitude of Duluth, Minnesota. Along the way, important 
hydrographic information was collected that contributed to the successful completion of the first MSTS supply of the 
DEW Line. To assist in navigating the area, the after deck of Storis had been converted into a wooden flight deck 
for a Bell HTL-4 helicopter equipped for ice reconnaissance use. The helicopter proved its value in finding 
potential tracks through the icy waters.

The first charts, initially used by Storis, were nothing more than outlines of terrain, made from aerial photos. Wood 
wrote in his journal:

The charts issued to the whole task force were effective outlines of the terrain, made from aerial 
photos. There was practically no horizontal control available to the cartographers, so although the 
land outlines were precisely correct, there were many instances discovered in which the 
represented land would be out of position by as much as three miles. In addition, for a linear 
distance of something like fifteen hundred miles, there were NO soundings on the charts...no 
water depths indicated. Our chore, the first year, was then to proceed into the area, taking 
soundings as we went, and then to add those soundings to charts which we reproduced as rapidly 
as we obtained information, and to return those charts, NOW containing hydrographic information, 
to the ships which followed us carrying supplies for the DEW Line.

During the second year, buoys set by Storis significantly improved navigational safety for the supply ships that 
followed. Commander Wood wanted to make an effort to transit the Northwest Passage in 1955, but the demands 
of her primary missions precluded it. Sonarman First Class Jim Loback, who reported on board Storis the day before
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she left for the Arctic in 1956, remembered that “there was some scuttlebutt that we would be ‘going around’ [the 
continent] in ‘56, but it never materialized. In ‘57, I knew they were serious when they sent up the other two ships 
{Bramble and Spar).”

MSTS Arctic Operations in 1957 were to be the zenith of this enormous effort. Besides DEW Line construction, bases 
would be resupplied in Greenland, Baffin Island, Labrador, and Newfoundland. More than a hundred ships and 12,000 
military and civilian personnel from the U.S. and Royal Canadian navies, the U.S. Army, the U.S. Merchant Marine 
and the U.S. Coast Guard would be involved. Sealift operations for these missions were as hazardous as they were 
necessary. Previous years had shown that a continuous airlift prior to the annual breakup of pack ice in the 
Northwest Passage would bring less than ten percent of the cargo that the MSTS sealift could carry during the brief 
Arctic summer when sea navigation was possible. Only sealift operations could bring the tonnage of supplies into the 
Arctic required to build and maintain the fonward defense of the DEW Line. But ships were vulnerable to being trapped 
by the greatest natural hazard in the Arctic: ice. For much of the year, the polar ice pack pressed down upon the 
northern point of Alaska at Point Barrow. Any ship caught east of this point when the ice moved in permanently at 
summer’s end would be forced to winter there and would likely be severely damaged if not destroyed. Ice 
conditions often required underwater demolition divers to blast away grounded ice in order to provide clear 
approaches to beach areas for landing craft.

If U.S. naval ships were trapped north or east of Point Barrow, as had almost happened in the summer of 1956, they 
would need some way to break out. The only option was to the east, through the classic Northwest Passage of 
Amundsen and Larsen, towards escape into the North Atlantic. But the expeditions of Gjea and St. Roch had taken 
advantage of (and at various points nearly been sunk by) areas of shallows and shoal waters unsuitable for deep- 
draft naval and cargo vessels.

Commander Wood’s journal explained the solution;

This year, then, the organization of the Hydro Survey Unit provided for three cutters, all ice- 
protected and all of a hull design which the Coast Guard has used for some years. The Navy had 
no ships of this particular type, so we (the Coast Guard Ships) were all loaned to the Navy for the 
Operation. The other cutters. Spar, from Bristol, Rhode Island, and Bramble, from Miami, Florida, 
came round from the East Coast, through the Canal, joining Storis at Seattle, 28 June. Storis, 
whose homeport at that time was Juneau, Alaska, had sailed from Juneau, for Seattle, on 20 
June.

The U.S. Coast Guard was given a special triple mission for the summer of 1957; find a usable Northwest 
Passage through which deep-draft ships could escape from the Arctic; conduct a detailed hydrographic survey of 
the route - extending the hydrographic sounding tracks begun by Storis and Requisite in 1955 and 1956; and then 
mark this new passage with AtoN. The mission would determine if the Northwest Passage was a feasible supply 
route between the Atlantic and Pacific, one that the U.S. military could use to escape the Article Circle when 
trapped by thick layers of ice and icebergs or in times of war. Military planners had especially high hopes for the 
Northwest Passage as a resupply route for the DEW Line.

To prepare for the mission. Bramble (WAGL-392) and Spar (WAGL-403) each received additional high-strength 
steel plating on their hulls and new stainless-steel alloy propellers prior to departing for Seattle. Storis took aboard 
two helicopters for ice reconnaissance. Petty officers who handled quartermaster duties on board Storis in 1956 
refined their dead reckoning in the ice fields so that their navigation fixes were less than four miles off even after ten 
days of moving back and forth through the shifting ice. New whip antennae were mounted on board Storis to

' Across the Top of the World, 9. 
“Notes from Calumet,” 2.
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overcome the lack of radio connectivity experienced in Canadian waters during the 1956 cruise.

The expedition would be difficult. Early season operations in 1957 had already seen the worst ice conditions many 
Arctic veterans had ever experienced. Despite the use of helicopter reconnaissance and portable automatic 
weather stations emplaced on the polar ice pack north of Alaska, six different transport ships were damaged by 
ice before the Coast Guard task unit appeared on scene. Other difficulties would involve the lack of adequate 
charts; continuous daylight conditions, which limited the use of celestial navigation; magnetic shifts caused by the 
proximity of the North Magnetic Pole; and shifting winds that transformed open lanes of ocean into ice-clogged 
barriers in a matter of minutes.

With their arrival in Seattle, Bramble and Sparwere assigned to the Commander of Task Force Five as part of the 
Hydrographic Survey Unit of the MSTS Western Task Force. Designated as Task Unit 5.1.5, on July 1, 1957, 
Storis, Bramble and Spar set sail from Seattle with Storis as the unit flagship and Commander Wood in overall 
command. Together, the small fleet sailed through the Bering Strait into the Arctic Ocean. After rounding Alaska 
and leaving Point Barrow, their track brought them near the coast of Canada’s Northwest Territories, towards 
Simpson Strait. For a portion of their eastward journey from Point Barrow, they were accompanied by the U.S. 
Navy heavy icebreaker USS Burton Island As planned. Burton /s/and would turn back near Amundsen
Gulf, leaving the Coast Guard cutters to carry on with the mission. After clearing Simpson Strait, the three ships 
turned northward and traversed the Rae, James, Ross, and Franklin Straits to Bellot Strait.

At one point while transiting the area of the Dolphin and Union Strait and Maud Gulf, all three vessels became 
trapped in heavy ice for several days. The three captains of the cutters had carefully planned and calculated their 
route off-shore, to ensure minimum exposure to the potential large heavy ice floes that trapped vessels between 
open water and the unforgiving rocky shoreline. A sudden illness of one of Bramble’s sailors required an 
emergency evacuation and a course change that brought the ships closer inland to facilitate the helicopter 
transport. After the airlift was completed, the ships made best speed away to open water. However, two miles off 
shore, the vessels became trapped by a heavily windrowed ice floe and began drifting at the mercy of the ice and 
Arctic wind. Initially, there was little concern as the vessels were more than two miles offshore and had more than 
ninety feet of water under their keels. Nevertheless, the crews tried valiantly to free themselves. They used the 
ships’ booms to sling large cement buoy anchors from side to side in hopes of heeling themselves loose. Attempts 
were even made to blast the ice with dynamite and other explosives, but the efforts were in vain. As the days wore 
on, Storis, which had been loaded to a draft of 15 feet 6 inches, was being slowly squeezed out of the water, 
drawing less than nine feet. Commander Wood stated that, “...ice was completely under our ship, and there was 
very little water, if any under the keel.” Another crew member. Radioman Chief Otis Shipp recalled “...all three 
vessels were popped to the top of the ice, lying on their sides looking like children’s discarded toys. To make 
matters worse, the ice had wedged Spar against the stern of Sfor/s...and buckled the plates. We were hoping and 
praying that we would not be pushed up against the barren shoreline.” At about 700 yards from shore, the wind 
shifted, and Storis gradually dropped back into the water. The other vessels also were freed and they quickly took 
advantage of the small open leads in the ice, zigzagging their way to open water and continuing their historic 
voyage. Had the efforts to free the cutters been unsuccessful, the Coast Guard would have abandoned the 
three ships in the ice and evacuated their crews. Spar’s efforts to free herself and assist the other ships sheared a 
section of propeller blade and divers had to brave frigid waters to conduct repairs.

Throughout the entire voyage, the ships charted and recorded water depths, set AtoN and built shore-based 
navigation towers to establish a safe route for other vessels to follow. Moving east, the convoy became the first 
deep-draft vessels to transit the seventeen-mile Bellot Strait from west to east. Met by the Canadian icebreaker

■ Across the Top of the World, 10.
RADM Brooks, “USCGC Storis Decommissioning.”
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HMCS Labrador, the convoy sailed into the ice-free waters of Prince Regent Inlet.^^ From there they proceeded 
through Lancaster Sound, Baffin Sound, and Davis Strait and into the Labrador Sea. The cutters officially 
completed their transit of the Northwest Passage on September 6, 1957.

When Storis emerged near Greenland at the east end of the Northwest Passage, she became the first American 
ship to have circumnavigated North America. With great fanfare, Storis sailed into Boston on September 24 for a 
special ceremony to recognize the achievement. Each cutter received a commemorative bronze plaque. From 
Boston, Storis made several other port visits on her way home via the Panama Canal. Upon her return to Seattle 
for supplies before moving on to her new home port of Kodiak, Alaska, to close out a historic 1957, Storis had 
completely circumnavigated the North American continent in one season, becoming the third American vessel to 
earn the honor.^® The three Coast Guard cutters became the first American vessels to make the transit of the 
Northwest Passage and the first vessels to accomplish a convoy through the passage. Because of their efforts 
and experiences, the Coast Guard determined the Northwest Passage would not be a practical route for supply 
ships. However, the successful passage and the convoy’s continuous soundings and surveys provided important 
information about the 4,500 miles of semi-charted waters through which it sailed.

Storis: ALASXAM ILAQAAN MAYAAQISNMKACHXIIZAX - “Great Hunter of Alaskan Waters”

Though still considered a light icebreaker, following the historic transit of the Northwest Passage Storis’ primary 
functions shifted to enforcing laws and treaties of the domestic and foreign fisheries in the Bering Sea and Gulf of 
Alaska. These regions are some of the richest fishing grounds in the world and an enticing attraction for fishing 
vessels from other countries as well as those from domestic fisheries. It was realized that the unchecked 
capabilities of the world’s fishing fleet could far outpace the ability of the marine life to reproduce, potentially 
causing the fish populations to be seriously depleted or even wiped out entirely. Among the earliest fisheries laws 
enacted were the 1889 laws protecting U.S. salmon fisheries. The Coast Guard also enforced the Lacey Act of 
1900, which makes it unlawful for any person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States to import, export, 
transport, sell or receive fish or wildlife taken in violation of any U.S. law, treaty or foreign law. This legislation 
reflected some of the early missions of the Bering Sea Patrol. However, only since the end of World War II had 
conservation of living marine resources become of significant interest to the United States and other coastal 
nations. During the 1950s, the United States instituted the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Act, which implemented 
the International Convention for Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, as well as the Tuna Conventions and Northwest 
Pacific Fisheries Acts. In addition to providing critical search and rescue services in the area near Alaska - 
some of the most treacherous seas in the world - Storis would monitor compliance of the domestic fishing fleet. 
The Coast Guard documented violations by foreign vessels but had little direct enforcement authority.

During the summer of 1958 the cutter assisted in the resupply of the DEW Line stations in the Arctic. On January 
3, 1959, Alaska became the forty-ninth State in the Union. On April 7, 1959, the U.S. Coast Guard received an 
emergency request from the Russian Embassy in Washington, DC, to aid an injured Soviet sailor. The sailor had 
fallen into a hatch on a fishing vessel, hit his head, and suffered serious head injuries. Following International

^ HMCS Labrador was the first deep-draft naval vessel to transit the Northwest Passage and circumnavigate 
North America. She completed the voyage from east to west in the summer of 1954 as a demonstration of 
Canadian sovereignty over the Arctic regions of northern Canada. Labrador was sold for scrap in 1987.

As Spar was home ported in Bristol, Rhode Island, when the three ships emerged on the east end of the 
Northwest Passage, she was closest to her home port and arrived home before the other vessels, which had 
longer voyages to their home ports in Florida and Alaska. Spar then became the first American vessel to 
circumnavigate North America in a single season and Brambie the second.

The ship’s official motto, in Inuit, as translated. “Storis Museum Bylaws,” 1.
Protecting America’s Fisheries, 5.
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Maritime and Admiralty Law and the spirit of the sea to help other mariners in distress, Storis set sail overnight in 
rough weather from Akuna Bay and met the Soviet trawler, Piscavaya Industria, 100 miles north of Pribilof Island 
in the Bering Sea. The Coast Guard removed the seaman and took him on board Storis where a navy doctor 
began treatment. Afterward, the Coast Guard flew the sailor to a hospital in Anchorage, Alaska, for further care. 
Later in 1959 Storis conducted her final DEW Line resupply mission as the Canadian government assumed the 
responsibility of resupplying the radar stations.

In the 1960s, Storis' mission in Alaskan Fisheries Patrol brought renewed emphasis on the Coast Guard’s Living 
Marine Resources. Large fleets of Japanese and Soviet vessels had been moving in to harvest the abundant 
stocks of crab and bottom fish in Alaskan waters. Boarding teams from Storis frequently visited these vessels to 
verify their documents, logs, and catches. These vessel boardings and fishery surveillance were important to 
understanding the fishing fleet. Quite often, Storis patrols would track and plot the position of the fishing vessels 
only to find them just outside U.S. waters. However, as time passed, the foreign fishing fleet became bolder and 
flagrantly disregarded the territorial boundaries in search of big hauls within U.S. waters. The Bartlett Act, passed 
in 1964, prohibited foreign fishing in U.S. territorial waters and authorized the seizure of foreign vessels in 
violation. Amendments to the act broadened the protected area to include the twelve-mile contiguous zone, 
prohibited processing operations and provided a maximum penalty of $100,000.^®

During January-February 1965 the cutter unsuccessfully searched for three Russian trawlers reported to be in the 
vicinity of the Unimak Pass. In March 1965, Storis intercepted the Soviet fishing vessel Pavel Chebotnyagin as 
she was illegally crabbing in restricted waters off Alaska and escorted the offender to international waters. On 
March 2, 1967, Soviet trawler Srtm 8-413 was boarded and seized for fishing within one mile of shore. A $5,000 
fine was levied against the ship's master in Federal court. This was the first Fisheries Patrol prosecution for a 
violation off Alaska. Just three weeks later, on March 22, Storis seized another Soviet trawler Srtm 8-457 for 
violating the twelve-mile contiguous zone off Alaska. In subsequent years interceptions of Soviet and Japanese 
vessels illegally fishing Alaskan waters continued to constitute the majority of the ship’s noteworthy activities. Two 
Japanese vessels, Zento Maru No. 6 and FS 2-2150 were seized on June 7, 1969, in Norton Sound for fishing 
within the twelve-mile zone.

Although the Bering Sea Patrol no longer officially existed after September 1964 when the State of Alaska 
assumed much of the responsibilities formerly provided by the service, Storis and her crew kept up the spirit of the 
mission, focused on visiting many remote islands and tribal communities to provide medical assistance and 
supplies. The Great Alaskan Earthquake on the evening of March 27, 1964 - Good Friday - would see Storis rise 
to the challenge of providing humanitarian and military support that would help a wide area of Alaska stricken by 
the quake and resulting tsunamis.^® Storis was on patrol in the Bering Sea when word came over the military radio 
that a major earthquake had occurred at 5:36 p.m. local time, leaving devastation across wide areas of Alaska. 
Additional damage was caused by massive tsunamis that followed the original seismic event. Storis was directed 
to return to her home port of Kodiak, which had been severely damaged. Around mid-day on Easter Sunday,
Storis entered Womens Bay and found her home port difficult to recognize with the resultant damage. Storis 
offloaded her helicopter and docked to refuel. Crewmen were briefly allowed to meet with family members that had 
been able to make it to the dock, but with communication and road networks largely cut off, many did not know 
how their families living outside the Coast Guard base had fared through the quake. After approximately ninety 
minutes, Storis cast off to head for Homer, Alaska. Other cutters were dispatched around Alaskan waters for relief. 
These included the high-endurance cutter USCGC Minnetonka (WHEC-67) and buoy tender USCGC Sorrel

Ibid.
The earthquake and ensuing tsunami killed 128 people, 113 by tsunami action in Alaska and the coast of the 

Pacific Northwest. The quake registered 9.2 on the Richter scale, the second most powerful earthquake ever 
recorded, and caused approximately $311 million in damage.
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(WAGL-296) to Prince William Sound, buoy tender USCGC Bittersweet (WAGL-389) to Seward and buoy tender 
USCGC Sedge (WAGL-402) to Valdez. At Homer Spit, Storis met a group of small vessels, tugboats and barges 
waiting for her to break a track through Cook Inlet to reach the devastated city of Anchorage. Storis escorted 
unloaded relief vessels from Anchorage on the return trip to open water. She stayed on station for three weeks 
escorting convoys to and from Anchorage before returning to Kodiak April 20.^° In the years following the 
earthquake, Storis assisted the University of Alaska in the construction of experimental seismological stations in 
the Aleutian Islands. In August 1969, Storis would participate in another scientific study between the U.S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey and the U.S. Geological Survey, east of Point Barrow in the Beaufort Sea.

While Storis and her legend continued to grow with her accomplishments and service in Alaskan waters, she 
forever endeared herself to the children of St. Paul, Pribilof Islands, in March 1965. En route to supply a LORAN 
station, the ship’s CO, Commander Ricardo A. Ratti, received a radio transmission requesting a special visit from 
the ship’s mascot. Red Dog. As dogs were forbidden on the island because of the migration of seals to the area, 
most of the children living there had never seen a dog before. Escorted to the school by two Storis crewmen. Red 
Dog was received with overwhelming excitement and enthusiasm from the children. Following the visit. 
Commander Ratti received numerous expressions of gratitude from the children.

The aft flight deck for helicopter support was removed from the ship in 1965. During a yard period in January
1966, the ship’s Wheel House was reconfigured and widened to span almost the entire width of the 02 Level 
superstructure. Storis was reclassified on May 1,1966 as an icebreaker with designation as a WAGB. With the 
adoption of new paint and color schemes in mid-1967, Storis’ hull soon sported the now-familiar red, white and 
blue Coast Guard “racing stripes,” CG emblems and the billboard lettering “COAST GUARD” along her sides.

From 1965 to 1970, Storis kept busy conducting search and rescue missions in Alaskan waters. On May 18, 1965, 
Storis rescued a Russian sailor and returned him to the fishing vessel Dozorny in Seward. Storis’ crew took 
aboard the survivors from the sunken fishing vessel Emerald C and returned them to port on November 13, 1966. 
In a mission that typified conditions in the North Pacific and Bering Sea, between December 4 and December 11,
1967, Storis was tasked with assisting the tug Alaskan Roughneck and searching for the tug’s missing barge 
consort, which had parted its towiine in the high wind and seas. As Storis fought her way through heavy seas to 
close on the tugboat’s reported position, the tug announced it had made it to a safe anchorage. By December 11, 
Storis had located and approached the unmanned barge. While preparing to run a towing hawser to the wayward 
vessel, the cutter’s crew attempted to move Storis’ stern crane into its storage position over the after end of the 
superstructure. The crane’s cables bound in their sheaves and were cut when the ship rolled heavily to starboard, 
sending the crane crashing to the deck and over the starboard side. The broken crane smashed against the hull, 
its broken cables threatening to foul the ship’s propeller. Despite the ship’s heavy rolling, the crew managed to 
splice the cables to retrieve the crane from over the side and secure it to the fantail. After several attempts to 
secure a line aboard the barge, Storis was forced to abandon the effort after the giant swells threatened to bring 
the uncontrolled barge smashing into the cutter’s hull. A Herculean effort brought the ship’s surfboat and crew 
back aboard after a harrowing ride in the heavy seas. The following day, with wind speeds rising above fifty-five 
knots (63.25 miles per hour), Storis received a distress call from the Isthmian Lines’ freighter Steel Flyer, which 
had lost its rudder in the storm. Sailing at full speed and making only three and a half knots in sixty-five foot seas, 
howling wind and blowing snow, Storis had a rough trip. “On the bridge, forward visibility is limited to maybe a 
quarter mile but it doesn’t matter. All we can see through the spray and snow is a forest of enormous waves with 
equally huge breaking crests, all coming dead at the ship, seemingly bent on killing our ship and us along with it. 
The forward third of the ship routinely disappears underwater. One minute in this stuff is an eternity,” wrote

Recollection of Edward J. Barbarow, Chief Yeoman (YNC), U.S. Coast Guard (retired). Storis crew 1963-64. 
Online Cutter File, USCGC Storis.
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Boatswain’s Mate Malcolm Robert Dick in a letter home to his parents. In spite of the punishment, Storis 
reached Steel Flyer on the evening of Wednesday, December 13. After Storis had fought her way through the 
storm to reach the freighter, the master of Steel F/yer decided that his vessel was in no imminent danger, despite 
the difficulty in maneuvering with a damaged rudder. Storis stood by until U.S. Navy salvage tug USS Chowanoc 
arrived to take the disabled freighter in tow. Storis’ shattered aft crane would be removed from the ship at Lake 
Union Shipyard in Seattle during a repair availability in early 1968.

In one of her more dramatic law enforcement missions, on January 17, 1972, Storis found two Soviet fishing 
vessels within the territorial waters of the United States. Radar picked up the two vessels inside the protective 
zone and upon further investigation, Storis found the 278-foot fishing vessel, Koljvan offloading its catch to the 
362-foot fish processor Lamut in violation of U.S. laws. Storis sent armed boarding parties aboard each of the 
Soviet ships and ordered them to the naval base in Adak, Alaska. While the ships were in route to Adak, Lamut 
attempted to flee with the Coast Guard boarding party still on board. After an intense one-hour chase, Storis' CO, 
Commander William P. Allen, received permission from the commandant to fire a shot across the bow of Lamut. 
Storis sent a message to Lamut that she was prepared to open fire and the Soviet vessel stopped. Storis arrested 
both Russian masters and took them into custody aboard the cutter. All three ships arrived in Adak and charges 
were assessed against the two Russian ships. In the end, the Soviets paid $80,000 in fines and $170,000 in an 
out-of-court arrangement with the United States, marking an end to the event. Afterwards, the Coast Guard 
awarded Storis with a Unit Commendation in Seattle. Commander Allen received a Meritorious Service Medal and 
the boarding party officers received Commendation Medals. After her dogged pursuit of the Soviet vessels, Storis 
earned the nickname “Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan Coast « 22

Shortly after the Lamut chase in 1972, Storis was temporarily decommissioned for a yard period in Seattle and a 
major renovation after almost thirty years of commissioned service. During the MAJREN process, machinery was 
overhauled, the cargo hold was eliminated and the ship reclassified from an icebreaker to a medium endurance 
cutter (WMEC). With the change, the ship’s complement was reduced. New utility boats and associated launching 
equipment were installed to the benefit of the boarding crews.

The 1970s brought about the most significant fisheries protection legislation that Storis would enforce, giving the 
Coast Guard more clout in dealing with fishing violations. The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, adopted by Congress in 1976, established the 200-nautical-mile Exclusive Economic Zone. 
Storis and the Coast Guard also offered protection for other marine species such as whales, porpoises, dolphins, 
sea lions, otters, seals and polar bears under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (1972). Further protection came 
through enforcement of the Endangered Species Act (1973). Four major fisheries apprehensions were carried 
out in the 1970s. Japanese fishing vessels were the primary culprits and Storis seized four separate ships for 
intrusions into American waters: Kaki Maru on August 18, 1970, Kohoyo Maru 31 and Ryoyo Maru in April 1972, 
and Kaijo Maru in June 1979.

Storis’ icebreaking capabilities continued to prove valuable for commerce and beleaguered vessels in danger. In 
1975, Storis, along with the heavy icebreaker USCGC Burton Island (WAGB-283)^® and buoy tender USCGC 
Citrus (WLB-300), provided icebreaking assistance to tugs and barges carrying vital supplies and construction 
materials to Prudhoe Bay for the construction of the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline. In January 1980, the Storis 
responded to an emergency involving two South Korean ships beset in ice near St. Mathew Island, Alaska. The

Dick, Malcolm Robert. “Storis Sea Story.” Letter to parents dated December 8, 1967, 7. 
RADM Brooks. “USCGC Storis Decommissioning.”
Protecting America’s Fisheries, 5.
Ibid, 11.
Burton Island had transferred from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Coast Guard in 1966.
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Gae Cheog, a cargo ship, was transferring supplies to the Gae Yang, a fishing trawler, when an ice flow enveloped 
both vessels. The Gae Cheog and Gae Yang were drifting towards the rocky coastline and the ships summoned 
the Coast Guard for help. Storis arrived on scene and freed both vessels from the ice.

During the 1980s, Storis continued to perform fisheries enforcement in the Bering Sea and issue citations. On 
March 27, 1983, Storis seized the Japanese fishing vessel, Shinei Maru, for fisheries violations, as well as the 
Japanese vessels Hiyo Maru and Tom; Maru on March 30. In September 1987, Storis' crew boarded the fishing 
vessel, Mary Ellen, and found three tons of illegally caught sablefish (black cod) on board the ship. In another 
incident the following month Storis' crew boarded another fishing vessel, Rebecca Irene and found a similar illegal 
catch of sablefish. The Coast Guard detained both ships, offloaded their catch, and fined both vessels.

Storis underwent another major overhaul in 1986. Her original Cooper-Bessemer main propulsion engines were 
replaced with GM Electro-Motive V-8 diesels. Storis underwent structural reconfiguration, as well, with the 
expansion of her superstructure to provide additional interior space for berthing and lounge facilities for female 
crew members. This addition increased the crew complement to seventeen officers and seventy-four enlisted 
personnel. The Wheel House also received a slight forward extension. The expansion of the Main Deck 
superstructure reduced the size of the ship’s forward buoy deck and involved removal of the ship’s original forward 
tubular boom. The boom was replaced with a modern Alaska Marine retractable crane to allow Storis to continue 
handling buoys and other heavy cargo forward. A second Alaska Marine crane was mounted on the after deck 
while the starboard dual-point boat davits were updated with a single-point hydraulic davit.

Storis' service and diversity in missions was once again demonstrated during the March 1989 response to the 
grounding and subsequent massive crude oil spill from the supertanker Exxon Valdez in Prince William Sound. As 
the Command and Control vessel for the cleanup operation, Storis and her crew worked with other Coast Guard 
cutters and cleanup vessels to protect the Alaskan wilderness from further devastation by spilled oil. Storis 
received the Operations Service medal for this mission.

Following the tradition of community and civic service established by other Coast Guard cutters and earlier Storis 
crewmen, a 1989 work party from Storis went ashore to rehabilitate the Unalaska City Cemetery in Unalaska, 
Alaska. Dating to the 1800s, the cemetery is the final resting place for several members of the U.S. Revenue 
Service, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy and British Royal Navy. Over the course of four visits, crewmembers 
restored the cemetery and burial plots of sailors from the Revenue Cutters Haida, Terry, Rush and Bear.

In a daring rescue attempt that has been captured on video and rebroadcast many times in the years that have 
followed, Storis responded to a distress call on March 15, 1990 from the grounded FV Alaskan Monarch on St.
Paul Island. The fishing vessel had been attempting to enter St. Paul harbor when it was trapped in ice which 
threatened to drive the vessel ashore. Storis arrived on scene and her crew brought the cutter in as close as 
possible to the rocky coast, setting her starboard anchor to help hold her off the rocks and swing her bow into the 
seas. Under the strain, the chain soon parted. Despite the potential danger the cutter herself was exposed to, in 
pitching seas and heavy wind and ice, Storis crewmembers attempted multiple times to fire a towing line to the 
disabled fishing vessel. The fishermen were unable to secure the line. The situation deteriorated with the growing 
seas and ice slamming into the grounded vessel. The freezing water and ice swept across the deck of the hapless 
fishing vessel, threatening to capsize the ship. When grounding was imminent, a land-based Coast Guard Sea 
King helicopter from Air Station Kodiak safely removed four crewmen. The captain and chief engineer of the 
fishing vessel were swept overboard by the seas but were retrieved from the water by a rescue swimmer deployed 
from the helicopter. Alaskan Monarch was subsequently destroyed in place by the seas.

In a ceremony in Seattle on October 1, 1991, the Coast Guard decommissioned the lighthouse tender F/r (WLM- 
212). At the time, Fir had been in service for the U.S. Coast Guard for exactly fifty-one years and was the oldest 
commissioned cutter in the fleet. With F;Ts retirement, Storis became the oldest commissioned cutter in the Coast
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Guard, earning her the title “Queen of the Fleet.” When she emerged from a shipyard maintenance period, as the 
Queen, Storis' hull number “38” was changed from black paint to gold.

In April 1992, the aft 3’750-caliber naval gun, the last of its kind in service on an American military vessel, was 
removed from the ship. Aside from small arms such as M-16 rifles, the ship’s armament consisted of four 
Browning M2 .50-caliber heavy machine guns that could be mounted at points forward on the Forecastle Deck and 
near the stern on the After Deck rails.

Following the liberalization of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s under the leadership of Mikhail Gorbachev, the 
USSR dissolved in 1991, leading to the end of much of the Cold War hostility that had prevailed between the 
United States and Soviets since the end of World War II. In a show of thawing tensions and growing cooperative 
friendship between the U.S. and Russia, Storis made an official visit to the Russian port of Petropavlovsk- 
Kamchatsky on October 17, 1992. The Russian cutter PSKR Volga had visited San Francisco, California, to take 
part in the U.S. Coast Guard’s two-hundredth anniversary in May 1990. Volga, part of the Russian Maritime Border 
Guard, an organization similar to the U.S. Coast Guard, was a patrol vessel in the former Soviet territories of the 
Bering Sea. While in Petropavlovsk, Volga moored beside Storis and entertained the American crew with an 
elaborate ceremony. The crews exchanged gifts and established friendships. The two cutters also participated in a 
joint exercise during the visit. Officials in both countries declared that the visit helped to forge a greater bond 
between both nations and the ships and crews that patrol the Maritime Boundary Line in the Bering Sea.

On November 16, 1992, Storis became the cutter with the longest service in the Bering Sea, surpassing the record 
of the U.S. Revenue Cutter Sear which had held that distinction since 1929. Even at fifty years old, Storis 
continued to serve as a major front-line Coast Guard cutter in one of the harshest ocean environments in the 
world. Despite her 1940s design, modern auxiliary equipment and electronics were added to extend her 
effectiveness. During the summer of 1994, an incinerator was installed in the aft gun tub and enclosed with an 
extension to the Wheel House superstructure. This allowed trash to be safely burned instead of being thrown 
overboard. During a dockside maintenance period in the summer of 1995, work crews built a new gun platform at 
the forward gun mount near the forecastle. Mounted in this position, a Mk 38 25-mm Bushmaster chain gun gave 
Storis additional firepower.

Even with advancements in communications and transportation technology available in the latter part of the 
Twentieth Century, there were still valuable services that Storis and her crews provided to residents of outlying 
areas far removed from population centers. Following the spirit once again of the Bering Sea Patrol, in late 1995, 
Storis visited the Pribilof Islands bringing with her a dentist, doctor, and two chaplains. This mission provided the 
first Christmas Eve service on St. George by a Russian Orthodox Priest in ten years. In May 1997, Storis visited 
the village of Atka, on Atka Island in the Aleutian Island chain. For two days the crew helped the village repair the 
school teacher’s house and other facilities in the village.

As the new century approached, the pains of age began creeping up on Storis. In 1999, the ship suffered internal 
structural damage while breaking ice. Subsequent inspection and repairs led to restrictions on any future 
icebreaking operations to be performed by the veteran cutter. On November 25, 2000, Storis was pursuing a 
Chinese fishing vessel operating in U.S. waters. A boarding crew was lowered from the port side dual-point davit in 
the ship’s Motor Surf Boat (MSB) to pursue and board the offending vessel. A mechanical malfunction in the 
davit’s clutch system hampered the launch. The crew managed to lower the MSB to the water but before the davit 
falls could be disconnected, Storis rocked on a wave, lifting the small boat from the water and slamming its three- 
ton weight back down on the falls. Under the shock load, the aft davit arm snapped, dropping and capsizing the 
small boat and spilling the nine occupants into the frigid water. Two rescue swimmers in survival suits deployed 
from the ship and rescued the benumbed boarding crew. Efforts to recover the MSB were unsuccessful and it was 
sunk by small-arms and automatic weapons fire from Storis. Petty Officer David An received the Coast Guard 
medal for his lifesaving efforts. Shortly after the accident, the damaged port dual-point davit was replaced with the
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current single-point davit. In a later failure, Sfor/s would suffer a main motor fire in 2005, requiring a tow back to 
port for repairs.

Even as her career entered its twilight, Storis continued her vigilant protection of Alaskan fishery resources. On 
July 25, 2001, Storis' crew seized the Russian FFV Petropavlovsk for fishing more than five miles inside the 
United States Exclusive Economic Zone in the Bering Sea. The offending vessel was escorted to Dutch Harbor 
and turned over to a National Marine Fisheries Service Law Enforcement Unit. The case was settled with payment 
of a $320,000 fine.

For her final patrol, Storis embarked on a fifty-four day training and humanitarian mission, sailing out to assist the 
residents of isolated villages in the Aleutian Islands. One officer on board referred to some of the tasks performed 
during the cruise as “Legacy Missions,” in honor of Storis’ early years in Alaska. Capt. Carl Cwiklinski, a U.S. 
Coast Guard Russian Orthodox Chaplain and Lt. Col. Les Williams, a dental officer from Elmendorf Air Force 
Base in Anchorage, were on board the ship to provide their specialized services to the native residents they visited 
along the course of the mission in the vicinity of Atka. Crew members repaired local AtoN and helped villagers 
repair Atka’s tsunami warning system and the village’s fire truck. The ship’s health services technician visited 
Pelican to assist the community health aide with vaccination procedures and training on the operation of a 
telemedicine cart, a machine which allows health care providers to take photos of patients and send them to 
doctors for diagnosis and treatment guidance. Storis completed her final patrol on December 3, 2006, when she 
docked in Kodiak.

After sixty-four years and five months of service and approaching the fiftieth anniversary of the historic Northwest 
Passage transit, the Coast Guard decommissioned Storis in an emotional ceremony held at Kodiak on February 8, 
2007. Over the course of her career, an estimated 3,000 Coast Guard sailors served aboard her. Storis is credited 
with saving twenty-five vessels and 250 lives after sailing over 1.5 million miles. In her law enforcement capacity, 
7,500 vessels were boarded and 100,000 people received the benefit of her humanitarian service.

Over her career, Storis earned one Coast Guard Presidential Unit Citation with Hurricane Device, one secretary of 
Transportation Outstanding Unit Award, eight Coast Guard Unit Commendations, seven Coast Guard Meritorious 
Unit Commendations, eleven Coast Guard Excellence "E" Ribbons, one Coast Guard Bicentennial Unit, one 
American Campaign Medal, one European/African/Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with Fleet Marine Force 
combat operation insignia, one World War II Victory Medal, four National Defense Service Medals, eight Arctic 
Service Medals, one Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, one Humanitarian Service Medal and one Special 
Operations Service Ribbon.

Under special commission, Storis set sail from Kodiak for the last time on March 12, 2007 bound for Coast Guard 
Island, Alameda, California. She arrived on March 18. At Alameda, the ship’s classified materials and equipment 
were removed and exterior Coast Guard markings painted over. She was placed in “out of commission, reserve” 
status on March 30. After a brief yard period at the Hunter’s Point Shipyard for bottom maintenance and exterior 
sealing of her sea chests, in May the ship was moved deadship into the anchorage of the U.S. Maritime 
Administration’s National Defense Reserve Fleet at Suisun Bay, where she remains as a custody ship at the time 
of nomination.

A nonprofit Storis Museum corporation, based in Juneau, was formed in February 2007 as the ship was

Stuebner, Damon. E-mail correspondence, August 9, 2012.
“Humanitarian Missions in Remote Alaskan Regions,” U.S. Coast Guard D17 Media Release, November 20, 

2006.
U.S. Coast Guard. Medals and Awards Manual, COMDTINST M1650.25D. May 2008. U.S. Coast Guard 

Historian’s Office, Washington, DC, and Storis Museum Web site.
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decommissioned. The group has been working to secure a U.S. Congressional donation of Storis to allow her to 
return to Juneau for use as Alaska’s first interpretive museum ship as the Storis Museum, a Maritime Museum 
and Education Center. Future plans may see the vessel utilized as a maritime training vessel for young men and 
women. Language approving Storis donation is included in U.S. Coast Guard appropriations bills being considered 
by Congressional committees at the time of nomination.

The U.S. Navy D/Ver-class USCGC Acush/?ef (WMEC-167) assumed Storis’ duties and title “Queen of the Fleet,” 
until she, too, was decommissioned March 11, 2011. At the time of nomination, the high-endurance cutter USCGC 
Munro (WHEC-724), based in Kodiak, patrols the Alaskan waters where Storis reigned for so many years.

The ships of the Greenland Patrol and Bering Sea Patrol
Of the major Coast Guard vessels that participated in the Greenland Patrol, only Storis remains following the July 
2, 2012 scuttling of the former USCGC Mohawk (WPG-78) as a “veterans’ memorial” reef near Sanibel Island, 
Florida. One auxiliary, the Arctic schooner Bowdoin (IX-50), is a National Historic Landmark homeported in 
Castine, Maine. Three other, smaller, auxiliary vessels remain in the U.S. at the time of nomination but have been 
altered and do not have the same high level of acquired historic significance as Storis. These include the former 
U.S. Coast Guard tugboats Manitou (WYT-60), a commercial tugboat based in Port Huron, Michigan; Arundel 
(WYT-90), now the commercial tug Erika Kobasic, based in Escanaba, Michigan; and the retired 180-foot buoy 
tender Sorrel (WLB-296), the commercial salvage ship Fearless, operating from Southern California. Two other 
modified 180s are outside the country: the former USCGC Citrus (WLB-300) is the active patrol unit Almirante 
Juan Alejandro Acosta for the navy of the Dominican Republic and Laurel (WLB- 291) operates as a private party 
excursion boat in Trinidad. The other vessels that participated in the Greenland Patrols have been lost, scrapped, 
or otherwise have disappeared from the maritime registration records around the world.

It is a similar situation for the vessels that participated in the official Bering Sea Patrols prior to the end of those 
services in September 1964. While the U.S. Coast Guard continued some semblance of the Bering Sea Patrol as 
the Alaska Sea Patrol, the new name is more of a reflection of the geographic area of duties. The State of Alaska 
assumed most of the responsibility of providing essential medical and government services provided by the 
predecessor service. Of the major U.S. Coast Guard units that operated in the Bering Sea area during the time of 
the Bering Sea Patrol, only Storis and the Treasury-class high-endurance cutter USCGC Taney (WPG/WHEC-37) 
remain. While Taney did perform patrols in the Bering Sea, at the time of nomination, no official documentation is 
evident that Taney actually performed an official Bering Sea Patrol, transporting medical and judicial personnel to 
outlying settlements. Taney is a National Historic Landmark in Baltimore, Maryland.

The fate of Task Force Unit 5.1.5

Of the three vessels that participated in the Northwest Passage Mission, Spar was the first to be decommissioned, 
on February 28, 1997 at her moorings in Portland, Maine. In the following years, her ownership passed through 
several private hands but ultimately she was gutted and stripped for parts before being scuttled in one hundred 
feet of water in the Atlantic, approximately forty miles south of Morehead City, North Carolina, in June 2004. 
Bramble was decommissioned May 22, 2003 and turned over to the Port Huron Museum in Port Huron, Michigan, 
for use as an interpretive museum vessel. Citing financial hardship, the Port Huron Museum listed Bramble for 
sale as a potential yacht through a commercial ship broker in April 2010. The Port Huron Museum closed Bramble 
to the public on August 14, 2011. Bramble was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on August 1, 2012 
through an effort independent of the Museum but at the time of this nomination, she remains closed, for sale and 
endangered. Storis remains in mothballs with the Suisun Bay National Defense Reserve Fleet.

' Mohawk was the last remaining example of her class and sister ship to the lost USCGC Escanaba.
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Evaluation of the USCGC Storis for listing on the National Register of Historic Pieces

USCGC Storis is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criteria A and C, supported by the pre
decommissioning study performed for the U.S. Coast Guard in compliance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

The oldest active cutter in the U.S. Coast Guard fleet at the time of her decommissioning, under National Register 
Criterion “A,” Storis is nationally significant in defense and maritime history for her role as the last surviving major 
vessel to have participated in the Greenland Patrols during World War II, her Cold War participation in the 
construction of the DEW Line radar installations and for her long career as a law enforcement and SAR platform in 
the rugged ocean patrol areas of the Bering Sea and Northern Pacific Ocean near the State of Alaska. Storis is 
nationally significant for her social/humanitarian activities in providing medical, dental and judicial services to 
remote villages, disaster relief in time of natural catastrophe, and for performing icebreaking and maintenance of 
the country’s Aids to Navigation system.

Under the obvious maritime theme, Storis’ association with the 1957 Hydrographic Survey Unit of the U.S. Military 
Sea Transportation Service Western Task Force is the most significant event associated with the ship. She is 
significant as one of the first American vessels to successfully circumnavigate North America through the 
Northwest Passage. The Hydrographic Survey Unit’s mission to determine the feasibility of the Northwest Passage 
as a route for cargo vessels was as potentially dangerous as it was economically important. It was ultimately 
determined that the passage was not practical for commercial shipping. However, hydrographic surveys 
conducted by Storis and the two smaller Coast Guard cutters accompanying her on the mission did produce the 
first reliable chart of the depths of the Northwest Passage. Because of the nature of the mission, Storis is eligible 
under the categories commerce, exploration and science.

The oldest cutter serving in the U.S. Coast Guard fleet at the time of her decommissioning in February 2007,
Storis is significant in engineering at a national level under National Register Criterion “C.” Within the context of 
the development of standardized multi-mission tenders designed to service Aids to Navigation (AtoN) with 
demonstrated versatility to perform other key duties, Storis - as the lone representative of her class - represents a 
physically larger and further evolution of tender design. Her design and construction influenced and hastened by 
the needs of war and assisted by new techniques such as welding, her robust construction and versatility enabled 
the venerable cutter to serve over sixty-four years in U.S. Coast Guard service, carrying out missions associated 
with law enforcement, search and rescue, military support, Arctic exploration, humanitarian medical and disaster 
relief services, icebreaking and the maintenance of the country’s Aids to Navigation system. Despite working in 
vast, freezing saltwater ocean environments often swept with hurricane-force winds and mountainous waves, 
Storis’ ultimate obsolescence took decades to arrive. In an era where typical naval vessels are considered “old” 
after a service life of ten to fifteen years, a useful and productive military career of over six decades is exceptional. 
Under Criterion “C,” the vessel must retain “integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association.” Her proposed return to Juneau and the Alaskan waters in which she patrolled for almost fifty 
years will restore the ship’s integrity of location, context and sense of place. Although Storis underwent major 
overhauls in 1972 and 1986, the vessel’s integrity has been maintained. Outwardly, the ship has undergone a 
variety of minor modifications since her construction; however, the ship evokes a sense of historic design. She 
represents the distinctive characteristics of the remarkably active and successful period of ship design and 
construction during the early 1940s.
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Previous documentation on fiie (NPS):
____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

requested)
____previously listed in the National Register
____previously determined eligible by the National Register

_designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #_

X recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # AK-50
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:
____State Historic Preservation Office
____Other State agency

X Federal agency
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____University
____Other
Name of repository: LOC, U.S. Coast Guard HQ & Historian’s Office

Washington, DC_________________________

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 10 580310 4215590
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting NorthingZone Easting Northing

Longitude and Latitude Coordinates:

38® 05’ 04.38” N 
122® 05’ 03.17” W

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

All that area encompassed by the extreme dimensions of the moveable vessel’s hull, superstructure and rigging. The UTM 
coordinates represent the vessel’s midpoint while at her moorings within the MARAD National Defense Reserve Fleet al 
Suisun Bay, Solano County, Benicia, California.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary incorporates all area of the vessel as she is lying at her moorings.
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The photographs were commercially produced on Fuji Crystai Archive giossy photographic paper by a Fuji Frontier 
Modei LP7100 Digital Printer Processor using Fujifiim professional photo chemical processing. The rear surface of 
each photo is hand-iabeled with a Kuretake/Zig Photo Signature photo-safe archivai pen. Digital image fiies were 
recorded on a Verbatim brand UitraLife Gold Archival Grade CD-R disc which is hand-labeled with a Sharpie 
brand CD/DVD compatible ink pen. Original negatives and digital files are in the possession of listed 
photographers, if known.

DESCRIPTION

Name of Property: United States Coast Guard Cutter Storis 
City: (Vicinity) Benicia
County: Solano State: California

Photo 1 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0001 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: May 23, 2011.
Description of Photograph: The port bow of USCGC Storis as she rests among the U.S. Maritime Administration 
National Defense Reserve fleet at Suisun Bay, near Benicia, Solano County, California. View is generally to the 
south.

Photo 2 of 12 - CA Solano County_USCGC Storis_0002 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: May 23, 2011.
Description of Photograph: Starboard bow view of USCGC Storis. View is to the southwest.

Photo 3 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0003 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: May 23, 2011.
Description of Photograph: Stern view of USCGC Storis at Suisun Bay. The former USS Pigeon (ASR-21) is to 
port, USCGC Planetree (WLB-307) is to starboard. View is to the northeast.

Photo 4 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0004 
Photographer: Scott Rutherford.
Date Photographed: February 24, 2012.
Description of Photograph: View of Buoy and Forecastle decks and empty forward gun platform. The boom for 
Storis' forward extending crane is at right. View generally to northeast.

Photo 5 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0005 
Photographer: Scott Rutherford.
Date Photographed: February 24, 2012.
Description of Photograph: Forward superstructure detail showing Wheel House and forward crane. View 
generally to southwest.

Photo 6 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0006 
Photographer: Scott Rutherford.
Date Photographed: February 24, 2012.
Description of Photograph: Aft superstructure detail. View generally to northeast.
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Photo 7 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0007 
Photographer: Scott Rutherford.
Date Photographed: February 24, 2012.
Description of Photograph: Bridge view from the port side, showing helm and Wheel House detail toward 
starboard bridge wing door. Note the corded fancywork on compass periscope forward and the wooden sextant 
case on bulkhead aft of door. View is generally east.

Photo 8 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0008 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: June 29, 2009.
Description of Photograph: View of commanding officer’s office space inside CO’s quarters. The GO’S berthing 
space is to port. View is forward to northeast.

Photo 9 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0009 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: June 29, 2009.
Description of Photograph: Crew’s mess, looking forward, generally north.

Photo 10 of 12 - CA Solano County_USCGC Storis OOlO
Photographer: Jim Loback
Date Photographed: June 29, 2009.
Description of Photograph: The starboard crew berthing space in the forward berthing compartment. View is 
forward, generally to the northeast.

Photo 11 of 12 - CA Solano County USCGC Storis_0011 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: June 29, 2009.
Description of Photograph: The main propulsion engine control and monitoring station in the soundproofed booth 
within the Upper Generator Room. View generally north.

Photo 12 of 12 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_0012 
Photographer: Jim Loback.
Date Photographed: June 29, 2009.
Description of Photograph: Storis’ center and port side GM EMD 645 V-8 engines. The soundproof control room 
windows are visible to the left of the photo and the No. 2 SSDG is visible in the background on the far port side of 
the engineering space. View is to port, generally to the northwest.
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Figure No. 1 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0001 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: April 4, 1942.
Description of Photograph: Cutter Storis, moored along the outer shipyard wall in the Maumee River following her 
launch at the Toledo Shipbuilding Company, Lucas County, Ohio. Direction of view is roughly east. From the 
collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 2 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0002 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: Unknown.
Description of Photograph: USS Storis, CG, in commission, camouflaged and serving as a member of the 
Greenland Patrol under the direction of the U.S. Navy. Note main 3750 caliber guns fonward at the forecastle and 
aft of the exhaust stack. Two, single-mount 20-mm Oerlikon cannon are mounted at the forward corners of the 
Wheel House roof. Location and direction of view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 4 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0004
Photographer: Bernard Merrifield, Radioman, Second Class (RM2). U.S. Coast Guard (retired).
Date Photographed: Summer 1957.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis moored in ice during the historic 1957 transit of the Northwest Passage. 
Exact location and direction of view unknown.
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Figure 5 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0005 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date photographed: Ca. September 6, 1957.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis leads USCGC Bramble and USCGC Spares Task Unit 5.1.5 transits 
Bellot Strait in the final stages of its historic journey through the Northwest Passage. Unknown direction of view 
from HMCS Labrador. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 6 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0006 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: March 22,1967.
Description of Photograph: Storis apprehends the Soviet shrimp trawler Srtm 8-457 for fishing within the twelve- 
mile contiguous zone off Alaska. Direction of view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 7 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0007 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: ca. 1972.
Description of Photograph: An aerial view of USCGC Storis following the implementation of the new Coast Guard 
“Racing Stripes.” Exact location and direction of view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 8 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0008 
Photographer; U.S. Coast Guard photo.
Date photographed: Unknown.
Description of Photograph: An aerial view of USCGC Storis following the 1986 yard period in which her Main Deck 
superstructure was expanded fonward to incorporate berthing and lounge space for female crew. Also note the 
new fonward Alaska Marine Crane. Photo taken in the Columbia River, near Longview, Washington. Direction of 
view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 9 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0009
Photographer: Dmitry Lomivorotov, Omsk, Russia, Radio Operator, PKSR Volga.
Date photographed: October 17, 1992.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis is rafted to PKSR Volga of the Russian Maritime Border Guard during a 
historic visit to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.
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Figure 10 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0010 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date photographed: July 1,2002.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis out of the water during a drydock availability in Seward, Alaska. Note 
the cutaway forefoot at the bow, a design feature to assist with icebreaking. Note the hull number painted in gold, 
identifying Storis as “Queen of the Fleet.” The ship’s port side bilge keel is visible at the turn of the bilge. From the 
collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 11 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0011 
Photographer: U.S. Coast Guard photo.
Date photographed: December 2005.
Description of Photograph: USCGC S/or/s in moody seas while on patrol. Note the superstructure extension aft of 
the exhaust stack to incorporate the ship’s incinerator. Also note the Mk 38 25-mm cannon mount at forecastle 
(under blue cover).
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Figure 12 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0012
Photographer: U.S. Coast Guard photo, PA1 Kurt Frederickson, Public Affairs Detachment Kodiak.
Date photographed: March 12, 2007.
Description of Photograph: Under special commission, USCGC Storis departs Kodiak for the last time, bound for 
Coast Guard Island, Alameda, California, for deactivation and storage in the U.S. Maritime Administration 
(MARAD) National Defense Reserve Fleet at Suisun Bay, near Benicia, Solano County, California.
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Figure 13 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0013 
Description: Vessel History, USCG Cutter Storis (WMEC-38), (sheet 1 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service,
Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (wmec-38)
Kodiak, Alaska

The keel of USCGC STORIS (WMEC-38) was 
laid down on July 14. 1941. STORIS was 
launched on April 4, 1942 and commissioned on 
September 30. 1942 as an ice patrol tender.
Initially assigned to the North Atlantic during 
World War II. STORIS participated in the 
Greenland Patrols. She was tasked with 
patrolling the east coast of Greenland to 
prevent the establishment of German weather 
stations. During her first years. STORIS 
operated in the very waters from which her 
name was derived. "STORIS" is a Scandinavian 
name taken from the Eskimo word "sirorssuit" 
meaning "great ice."

Following the war. STORIS' homeport was 
changed from Boston to Curtis Bay. Maryland.
On September 15. 1948. STORIS was reassigned 
to Juneau. Alaska where she participated in the 
Bering Sea Patrol, which entailed delivering 
medical, dental and judicial services to isolated 
native villages in the far reaches of the territory.
At the same time. STORIS assisted in 
establishing Alaskan LORAN radio-navigation 
stations, provided supplies for the Defense 
Early Warning System and conducted 
hydrographic surveys in the uncharted waters 
off the arctic.

On July I. 1957. STORIS departed in company 
with the Coast Guard Cutters BRAMBLE and 
SPAR to search for a deep draft channel 
through the Arctic Ocean and to collect 
hydrographic information. This historic transit 
ended a 450-year search for the Northwest 
Passage • a route for large ships across the top 
of North America. Upon her return to 
Greenland waters, STORIS became the first U.S. 
registered vessel to circumnavigate the North 
American continent. Shortly after her return in 
late 1957, the STORIS was reassigned to her 
new homeport of Kodiak, Alaska.

USCGC Storis during Northwest Passage on 12 S^tember 1957 (jJSCG Photograph)

THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE
JiHy1.1S67-Depart SftsUlB 
‘iyfpt«rrb«rii4, iyt)7 - Arrive PoeWo

.3-v -

V,

Commissioned 1942

SPECIFICATIONS:
Length: 230 feet
Beam: 43'-2" feet Displacement: 2030 tons 
Power Plant: Diesel Electric, Single Screw 
Armament: One (1) 25MM Gun

Two (2) .50 cal machine guns 
Crew: 12 Officers; 74 Enlisted 
Built by Toledo Shipbuilding Company 
Commissioned: September 30, 1942

In 1972, STORIS underwent a major renovation 
converting her from a light icebreaker to a 
medium endurance cutter. With the change in 
designation, there also came a change in 
primary duties. STORIS'primary functions 
shifted to enforcing laws and treaties of the 
domestic and foreign fisheries in the Bering Sea 
and Gulf of .Alaska. STORIS underwent another 
major maintenance overhaul in 1986 that 
replaced her power plant and expanded her 
living quarters to include a new berthing area 
and lounge forfemale crew members.

STORIS provided nearly seven decades of 
service to the nation, routinely patroling the 
Gulf ofAlaska and the Bering Sea. she 
continued to perform her duties of enforcement 
of laws and treaties, search and rescue, 
homeland security, icebreaking, and military 
readiness with valor. Since 1991. STORIS held 
the distinction of being the oldest commissioned 
cutter in the Coast Guard fleet and bore the title 
"Queen of the Fleet" and proudly displayed her 
gold "38" hull numbers until decommissioning in 2007.

This project wo* prepared under the direction of HAF.R 
Maritime Program Coordinator, Todd Croteau and USCG 
Environmental Officer. Susan Hathaway. Brian Clayton. 
Contract flistonan. prepared the historical narrative. Todd 
Croteau, generated vessel drawings from original Coast Guard 
records. Jet Lowe. H.AER photographer, created large formal 
photographs Special thanks are given to Cmdr. Jim McCauley 
and the Crew, especially Ensign Josh Smith. Their help and 
assistance grealiv benefited our prefect.
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Figure 14 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0014 
Description: Profile - Original Drawings, (sheet 2 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings) Profile
Kodiak, Alaska
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SPECIFICATIONS:
Length: 230 feet
Beam: 43-2" feet Displacement: 2030 tons 
Power Plant: Diesel Electric, Single Screw 
Armament: One (1) 25MM Gun

Two (2) .50 cal machine guns 
Crew: 12 Officers; 74 Enlisted 
Built by Toledo Shipbuilding Company 
Commissioned: September 30, 1942
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Figure 15 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0015
Description: Deck Plans, Second Deck, Second Deck Framing - Original Drawings, (sheet 3 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.
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USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings) Deck Plans
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Figure 16 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0016
Description: Deck Plans, Upper Decks, Main Deck - Original Drawings, (sheet 4 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings)
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 17 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0017
Description: Bridge Deck Plans, Bridge Deck, Wheel House Top - Original Drawings, (sheet 5 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings) Bridge Deck Plans
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 18 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0018 
Description: Cross Sections - Original Drawings, (sheet 6 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women's Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings)
Kodiak, Alaska

Cross Sections
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Figure 19 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0019 
Description: Lines Drawing - Original Drawings, (Sheet 7 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS (original drawings) Lines Drawing
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 21 of 25 - CA Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0021 
Description: Deck Arrangement Modifications, (Sheet 9 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, Nationai Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS
Kodiak, Alaska

Deck Arrangement Modifications
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Figure 22 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0022 
Description: Outboard Profile, (Sheet 10 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS Profile
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 23 of 25 - CA Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0023 
Description: inboard Profiie/Upper Decks, (Sheet 11 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS Inboard Profile/Upper Decks
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 24 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0024 
Description: Deck Plans, 01 Deck Level, Main Deck, (Sheet 12 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS Deck Plans
Kodiak, Alaska
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Figure 25 of 25 - CA Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0025 
Description: Deck Plans, Second Deck, Hold Level, (Sheet 13 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

USCG Cutter STORIS Deck Plans
Kodiak, Alaska
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Index - Additional Documentation - Figures

Name of Property: United States Coast Guard Cutter Storis 
City: (Vicinity) Benicia
County: Solano State: California

Figure No. 1 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0001 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: April 4, 1942.
Description of Photograph: Cutter Storis, moored along the outer shipyard wall in the Maumee River following her 
launch at the Toledo Shipbuilding Company, Lucas County, Ohio. Direction of view is roughly east. From the 
collection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 2 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0002 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: Unknown.
Description of Photograph: USS Storis, CG, in commission, camouflaged and serving as a member of the 
Greenland Patrol under the direction of the U.S. Navy. Note main 3750 caliber guns forward at the forecastle and 
aft of the exhaust stack. Two, single-mount 20-mm Oerlikon cannon are mounted at the fonward corners of the 
Wheel House roof. Location and direction of view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 3 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0003 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: January 17, 1956.
Description of Photograph: Storis battles flames at the devastating Juneau Cold Storage Fire. The ship’s 
navigation crew held the bow against the dock so the deck crew could direct streams of water onto the fire. 
Direction of view is west. From the collection of the Juneau-Douglas City Museum, Juneau, Alaska.

Figure 4 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0004
Photographer: Bernard Merrifield, Radioman, Second Class (RM2). U.S. Coast Guard (retired).
Date Photographed: Summer 1957.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis moored in ice during the historic 1957 transit of the Northwest Passage. 
Exact location and direction of view unknown.

Figure 5 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0005 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date photographed: Ca. September 6, 1957.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis leads USCGC Bramble and USCGC Spar as Task Unit 5.1.5 transits 
Bellot Strait in the final stages of its historic journey through the Northwest Passage. Unknown direction of view 
from HMCS Labrador. From the collection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 6 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0006 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: March 22, 1967.
Description of Photograph: Storis apprehends the Soviet shrimp trawler Srtm 8-457 for fishing within the twelve- 
mile contiguous zone off Alaska. Direction of view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.
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Figure 7 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0007 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date Photographed: ca. 1972.
Description of Photograph: An aerial view of USCGC Storis following the implementation of the new Coast Guard 
“Racing Stripes.” Exact location and direction of view unknown. From the coilection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 8 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0008 
Photographer: U.S. Coast Guard photo.
Date photographed: Unknown.
Description of Photograph: An aeriai view of USCGC Storis foilowing the 1986 yard period in which her Main Deck 
superstructure was expanded forward to incorporate berthing and iounge space for female crew. Also note the 
new fonward Alaska Marine Crane. Photo taken in the Columbia River, near Longview, Washington. Direction of 
view unknown. From the collection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 9 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0009
Photographer: Dmitry Lomivorotov, Omsk, Russia, Radio Operator, PKSR Volga.
Date photographed: October 17, 1992.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis is rafted to PKSR Volga of the Russian Maritime Border Guard during a 
historic visit to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

Figure 10 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0010 
Photographer: Unknown.
Date photographed: Juiy 1,2002.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis out of the water during a drydock availability in Seward, Aiaska. Note 
the cutaway forefoot at the bow, a design feature to assist with icebreaking. Note the hull number painted in gold, 
identifying Storis as “Queen of the Fleet.” The ship’s port side bilge keel is visible at the turn of the bilge. From the 
collection of the Storis Museum.

Figure 11 of 25 - CA_Soiano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0011 
Photographer: U.S. Coast Guard photo.
Date photographed: December 2005.
Description of Photograph: USCGC Storis in moody seas whiie on patroi. Note the superstructure extension aft of 
the exhaust stack to incorporate the ship’s incinerator. Also note the Mk 38 25-mm cannon mount at forecastle 
(under blue cover).

Figure 12 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Fig_0012
Photographer: U.S. Coast Guard photo, PA1 Kurt Frederickson, Pubiic Affairs Detachment Kodiak.
Date photographed: March 12, 2007.
Description of Photograph: Under special commission, USCGC Storis departs Kodiak for the last time, bound for 
Coast Guard Island, Alameda, California, for deactivation and storage in the U.S. Maritime Administration 
(MARAD) Nationai Defense Reserve Fleet at Suisun Bay, near Benicia, Solano County, California.

Figure 13 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0013 
Description: Vessel History, USCG Cutter Storis (WMEC-38), (sheet 1 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Isiand County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.
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Figure 14 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0014 
Description; Profile - Original Drawings, (sheet 2 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 15 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0015
Description: Deck Plans, Second Deck, Second Deck Framing - Original Drawings, (sheet 3 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 16 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0016
Description: Deck Plans, Upper Decks, Main Deck - Original Drawings, (sheet 4 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 17 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0017
Description: Bridge Deck Plans, Bridge Deck, Wheel House Top - Original Drawings, (sheet 5 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 18 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0018 
Description: Cross Sections - Original Drawings, (sheet 6 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 19 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0019 
Description: Lines Drawing - Original Drawings, (Sheet 7 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 20 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0020 
Description: Shell Expansion - Original Drawings, (Sheet 8 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 21 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0021 
Description: Deck Arrangement Modifications, (Sheet 9 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.
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Figure 22 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0022 
Description: Outboard Profile, (Sheet 10 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women's Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 23 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0023 
Description: Inboard Profile/Upper Decks, (Sheet 11 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 24 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0024 
Description: Deck Plans, 01 Deck Level, Main Deck, (Sheet 12 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

Figure 25 of 25 - CA_Solano County_USCGC Storis_Figure_0025 
Description: Deck Plans, Second Deck, Hold Level, (Sheet 13 of 13).
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, U.S. Coast Guard Station Women’s Bay, Kodiak Island County, HAER AK-50 
From the U.S. Coast Guard/Historic American Engineering Record Maritime Recording Program, National Park 
Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC.
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August 21, 2012 

Commandant
US Coast Guard Headquarters 
2100 2"“ Street SW Stop 7238 
Washington, DC 20593-7238

Michael W. Lewis 
528 Mechwart Place 
Columbus, Ohio 43230

RE; USCGC Storis 

Dear Admiral Papp,

I am writing this memo as a proud veteran of the US Coast Guard and a former crew member of the USCGC Storis 
formerly based in Kodiak, Alaska. I served on the Storis as an EM3 from 1967 to 1969 under the command of CDR 
Hardy and CDR Byrd. Even though my days on the Storis were many years ago I will never forget the feeling I had 
while onboard to be a very proud part of our efforts to serve the State of Alaska and the USCG in our many SAR 
and humanitarian missions. I have recently been involved with the efforts of the Storis Museum 
{Storismeseum.org) to "save the Storis" and return her to her final resting place as a museum in Juneau as well as 
the efforts of Jon Ottman, Great Lakes Marine Historian and Historic Preservation Professional, to place the Storis 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Jon is also involved in the efforts to save the USCGC Bramble now 
located in Port Huron, Ohio.

In a recent visit to Juneau on a cruise with Holland American Cruise Line I spoke with the locals about the Storis 
and if they knew about the efforts to return her to Alaska. In fact I returned to the Red Dog Saloon, which I visited 
while on the Storis like many before and after me did as part of a liberty stop. The inside is covered with 
memorabilia from many USCG Cutters that visited Juneau. The Juneau locals and the Red Dog manager are all very 
excited to see her return to Juneau.

I don't think I need to tell you about the history around the Storis and how she has represented the US Coast 
Guard over her 60 plus years but I do, as a former crew member, want to ask for your help in keeping her afloat 
and returning her to Juneau, Alaska. As you also know in addition to Jon's National Register efforts there are bills 
that have been introduced in Washington DC by the US House and Senate that are connected to the efforts of the 
Storis Museum. At present 1 believe S 1665, Sec. 601 is caught up in the Washington political mess and we need 
that bill to move forward, your help will be appreciated.

In closing I would like to again express my appreciation for the US Coast Guard and how proud I am to have served 
my country under their leadership. I look forward to one day returning to Juneau, Alaska and board the US Coast 
Guard Cutter Storis so I can relive my days of years ago.

Thank you

Michael W. Lewis 
USCG Veteran, #371997



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY Edmund C. Brown JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
1725 23 rd Street Suite 100 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001 
(916)445-7000 Fax:(916)445-7053
calshpo@ohp.parks.ca.gov

September 5, 2012

Dr. Daniel Koski-Karell 
PO Box 100418 
Arlington, VA 22210-3418

Subject; United States Coast Guard Cutter Storis National Register of Historic 
Places Nomination

Dear Dr. Koski-Karell:

Enclosed please find the United States Coast Guard Cutter Storis nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places. Please note that 36 Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 60.6 (y) states that nominations of property under Federal ownership or control are 
submitted to the Federal Preservation Officer for review, comment, and certification.

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I have review and comment authority in 
regards to Federal nominations. I have reviewed the nomination for Storis and in my 
opinion the nomination meets National Register criteria.

If you have questions regarding the nomination for Storis, please contact Jay Correia of 
my staff at 916-445-7008 or icorr@parks.ca.qov.

Since

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
State Historic Pres

Enclosures

ervation Officer



THE STATE

“^ALASKA
GOVERNOR SEAN PARNELL

Department of Natural Resources

DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION 
Office of History and Archaeology

550 West 7"' Avenue, Suite 1310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3565 

Web; http://dnr.alaska .gov/parks/oha 
Phone: 907.269.8721 

Fax: 907.269.8908

September 7, 2012

Re: 3330-1-2 United States Coast Guard Cutter S'tom

Dr. Dan Koski-Karell 
U.S. Coast Guard 
P.O.Box 100418 
Arlington, Virginia 22210-3418

Dear Dr. Koski-Karell:

1 have been invited to review and comment on the National Register of Historic Places 
documentation for the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis. I concur the ship qualifies for listing in 
the National Register as follows:

Criteria:

Criteria considerations:

Areas of significance:

Period of significance: 
Significant dates: 
Level of significance: 
Number of resources:

Historic functions: 
Current function:

A (associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history)
C (embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period 
or method of construction) * see below 

* see below
G (achieving significance within the past 50 years)
applies, and exceptional importance has been addressed
military/defense, exploration, science, commerce,
engineering, social/humanitarian
*see below
1943-45, 1957
national
contributing: 1 structure 
non-contributing: 0 
defense, transportation 
vacant/not in use

The period of significance is not completed on page 4 of the nomination form sent to me. I 
presume the period starts when the ship was commissioned in 1942. Following similar 
reasoning, the ending date would be when the ship was decommissioned in 2007. If this is the 
case, as indicated above, the less-than-fifty-years old criteria consideration should be noted as 
applicable and explicitly addressed in the summary statement of significance. The test for the 
criteria consideration is “exceptional importance” and I believe the Storis’s federal presence and 
search and rescue work in the Bering Sea fishery meets the test.



Dr. Dan Koski-Karell 
September 7, 2012 
Page 2

The documentation states in several places that the ship was the only one of its class constmcted, 
which begged to me the question “why?” that I never found adequately answered in the 
documentation. Despite this, I think the documentation has enough information on the design 
elements of the ship to make it eligible under criterion C.

I understand you plan to forward the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places, and I encourage you to do so. I am familiar with the efforts to get the ship to 
Juneau, Alaska and enthusiastically support them. Thank you for your cooperation with the 
efforts.

If you wish to discuss my comments, my direct telephone number is 907.269.8714 and e-mail is 
io.antonson@alaska.gov.

Sincerely,

M. ■ —
Joan M. Antonson
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Cc: Jim Loback, Storis Museum, 10436 Teal Circle, Fountain Valley, CA 92708



15532 SW Pacific Hwy., #514 
Tigard, OR 97224 
11 September 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United State Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street-Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Re: Nomination of STORIS to the National Register of Historic Places

Dear Admiral Papp,

1 had the honor and privilege to have served aboard the STORIS between 1969-70 and 
cannot overstate how humbling the experience was. Coming aboard after attending Commissary 
School, I do not think that I fully appreciated the history of the STORIS. It was only after I was 
welcomed aboard, that I came realize the amazing history' of the ship. Going back to it’s service 
during World War II as well as the fact that it became the first U.S. registered ship to 
circumnavigate the North American continent. We were always aware that the STORIS 
was a one-of-a-kind vessel and as a crew took that designation very seriously.

I can think of no more fitting tribute for the STORIS than to have it added to the National 
Register of Historic Places so that others can become aware of it’s place in history.

I do want to share with you a picture of a model of the STORIS, which I proudly display 
in our family room and when we have guests, I proudly share with them the history of the ship 
that I so proudly served on.

Semper Paratus,

Harry D. Meyer
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U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security

United States 
Coast Guard /i

WJikr
Commandant
United States Coast Guard

2100 Second Street SW - STOP 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901 
Staff Symbol: COMDT (CG-47) 
Phone: (202) 475-5687 
Fax: (202) 475-5949

16475

SEP ' I 2 2012
Honorable Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 
City of Benicia 
250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION FOR THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD CUTTER STORIS

Dear Ms. Patterson:

The U. S. Coast Guard (USCG) has determined that the USCG Cutter Storis (WMEC-38) in 
Solano County, California, is a historic property eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP). We are proposing to nominate this vessel for official inclusion in the 
NRHP. A summary of the NRHP nomination is enclosed for your information (enclosure (1)). 
This action is being performed pursuant to the authorities contained in Section 110 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, and the National Park Service regulations at 36 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 60.9.

As part of the nomination process, the USCG is seeking your comments. Please provide any 
comments within 45 days from the date your office receives this letter. If we receive no response 
from your office within 45 days, we will assume you have no comments. We have also 
submitted the NRHP nomination form for the USCG Cutter Storis to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer for review and comment.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions or desire 
additional information, please feel free to contact DfTDaniel Koski-Karell at (202) 475-5683.

E. F. WANDELT 
Chief
Office of Environmental Management 
U. S. Coast Guard

Enclosure: (1) Summary of NRHP nomination for USCGC Storis (WMEC-38)

Copy (w/o enclosure): J. Paul Loether, National Park Service
CG-84
CG-0942



U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security

United States / 
Coast Guard

f/M r
Commandant
United States Coast Guard

2100 Second Street SW - STOP 7901 
Washington. DC 20593-7901 
Staff Symbol: COMDT (CG-47) 
Phone: (202) 475-5687 
Fax: (202) 475-5949

16475

SEP 1 2 2012
Honorable Linda J. Seifert, Chair 
Solano County Board of Supervisors 
675 Texas Street, Suite 6500 
Fairfield, CA 94533-6352

SUBJECT: NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION FOR THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD CUTTER STORIS

Dear Ms. Seifert:

The U. S. Coast Guard (USCG) has determined that the USCG Cutter Storis (WMEC-38) in 
Solano County, California, is a historic property eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP). We are proposing to nominate this vessel for official inclusion in the 
NRHP. A summary of the NRHP nomination is enclosed for your information (enclosure (1)). 
This action is being performed pursuant to the authorities contained in Section 110 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, and the National Park Service regulations at 36 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 60.9.

As part of the nomination process, the USCG is seeking your comments. Please provide any 
comments within 45 days from the date your office receives this letter. If we receive no response 
from your office within 45 days, we will assume you have no comments. We have also 
submitted the NRHP nomination form for the USCG Cutter Storis to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer for review and comment.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions or desire 
additional information, please feel free to contact Dr. Daniel Koski-Karell at (202) 475-5683.

Sincerdy,

E. F. WANDEU 
Chief
Office of Environmental Management 
U. S. Coast Guard

Enclosure: (1) Summary of NRHP nomination for USCGC Storis (WMEC-38)

Copy (w/o enclosure): J. Paul Loether, National Park Service
CG-84
CG-0942



September 12, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp,

Please accept this letter as an endorsement of the USCGC STORIS importance and 

historical value to the United States of America.

The STORIS not only provided a key military role but contributed in many other ways to 
the betterment of our country and individuals who received her services. Her 
deployments in the North Atlantic, Bearing Sea, and arctic regions were rugged in 
nature but she rose above those challenges to serve 64 continuous years and become 
‘Queen of the Fleet’, the oldest active cutter in the U.S. Coast Guard at the time of her 
decommissioning. She was unique with the durability and versatility of her design as a 
multi-mission platform, a sturdy and seaworthy vessel able to travel great distances 
across open ocean which gave her special qualifications.

STORIS has contributed national significance to the United States in a number of ways. 
Beginning in 1942 with her World War II military defense and maritime history, for her 
role as the last surviving major vessel to have participated in the Greenland Patrols, to 
her long career as a law enforcement and SAR platform. She made a significant 
scientific contribution as one of the first American vessels to produce a reliable 
navigation chart and successfully circumnavigate North America through the Northwest 
Passage.

I can personally attest to her 1959 humanitarian services of the Alaskan native 
population during the period when Alaska became a formal U.S. State. The dedication 
and persistence to access medical and dental needs for our citizens so remotely located 
have certainly led to improved health conditions for these citizens. Our deployment of 
personnel via helicopter into native settlements was challenging but the spirit to 
succeed led to much success and gratification of the people involved.

During my tenure, the mission of SAR and saving lives (of which she is credited with 
saving 250 over her career) always remained the highest priority. She served a law 
enforcement role related to fishing treaties in the Bearing Sea and protected living 
marine resources. In 1975 STORIS broke ice in Purdhoe Bay to clear the way for 
construction of the Alaskan Pipeline. In 1989 she would respond to the massive oil spill 
of the Exon Valdez in Prince William Sound. She became affectionally known as the 
“Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan Coast” for her abundance of missions and interaction



with the people. It is no wonder that a loving attachment exists from the people of the 
State of Alaska. When you help them grow, save their lives, protect their safety, and 
actively participate socially with local citizens, this attachment is clearly deserved.

Consider STORIS as a ‘leader’ and recognize that good leaders get involved in every 
aspect of their business. From the highest priorities of saving lives to the mundane 
chores of breaking ice and maintaining marine navigation safety. In the end, great 
leaders are remembered and served to future generations as great examples. STORIS 
clearly qualifies as such a leader and deserves the rewards of historical preservation for 
all our grandchildren to appreciate and enjoy.

I am proud to have served in the safety of this ‘Proud Lady’. She has an incredible story 
to tell. She is truly unique and deserving of your approval in the National Register of 
Historic Places, and preservation as a Museum and Education Center for our future 

generations.

I stand by to personally assist her transition and continue to serve the USCGC STORIS 

in her new adventures.

Respectfully submitted.

Thomas Tucker, YN1MA, USCG 1959-1965 
3280 Flemington Court 
Pleasanton, California 94588 
925-846-0317 
tomctucker@comcast.net

cc: Storis Museum 
c/o Jim Loback 
10436 Teal Circle 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708



11152 Sedgewick Court 
North Royaiton, Ohio 44133 
September 14, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp:

As a "friend" of the United States Coast Guard and specifically, the USCGC STORIS, W- 
38, please accept this letter as an endorsement of the importance and historical value the 
USCGC STORIS was to the United States of America.

The STORIS provided a key military role and contributed several ways to the betterment 
of our country and individuals who received her services. Her deployment in the North Atlantic, 
Bearing Sea, and artic regions were rugged in nature, but she over came those challenges to 
serve 64 continuous years and become known as the "Queen of the Fleet", the oldest active 
cutter in the U.S. Coast Guard at the time of her decommissioning. She was unique with the 
durability and versatility of her design as a multi-mission platform, a sturdy and seaworthy 
vessel, able to travel great distances across open water which gave her special qualifications.

The STORIS has contributed to our country's defense and maritime development. 
Beginning in 1942 with her World War II military defense and maritime history, with her role as 
the last surviving major vessel to have participated in the Greenland Patriots, and to her long 
career as a law enforcement and SAR platform, all depict the significant role she has played in 
our country's history. In addition, she also made a significant scientific contribution as one of 
the first American vessels to produce a reliable navigation chart and successfully 
circumnavigated North American through the Northwest Passage.

The historical story the STORIS provides should be preserved for the future. I 
recommend the STORIS be nominated for the National Register, so all United States citizens 
have an opportunity to appreciate the value the STORIS has been to the history of our country.

Thanks in advance for your consideration and support.

Respectfully,

J. Tucker



15 September 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp,

It is my highest hope you consider placing the CGC Storis into the National Register of Historic 
Places. It was my great honor to serve two tours on her from 1983-1986 and 1993-1996.
My wife was bom in Juneau, Alaska, and has fond memories of going on the Storis to watch 
movies when she was a young girl in the early ‘60s. They were the first motion pictures she ever 
saw.
I’ve been living and working in Kodiak since my retirement in 2001 and every time I mention 
being stationed on the Storis 1 get a thank you. I was also stationed aboard the CGCs Laurel, 
Firebush, Ironwood and was on the pre-commissioning detachment for the Spar. All in Alaska. 
The tme uniqueness of the Storis cannot be replicated and such a vital part of our history cannot 
and should not be forgotten.

Semper Paratus! 

Sincerely,
EMI (Ret) Paul C. Friel



September 16,2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 2100 

Second Street - Stop 7901 

Washington, D.C. 20593-7901

Dear Admiral:

I am asking you for your support in the nomination of USCG STORIS to the National 
Register of Historic Places. This storied and illustrious ship began her historic career as the 

USS STORIS CG, and thus belongs as much to the history of our US Navy as to the annals of 
our US Coast Guard; the STORIS is a tangible and material example of cooperation between 

our two maritime branches.

As a veteran who served briefly (Navy, 1967-68) but honorably during the Viet Nam War, I 
salute the USCG STORIS, which guarded and faithfully protected American interests and 

American shores with distinction, permitting other American servicemen and servicewomen, 
worldwide, to guard and protect those same American shores, in other ways, in other uniforms.

I learned about the STORIS in 1975 from a beloved friend of mine, a "Coastie" if you will, 
who served aboard this famous ship in 1973-74. But many years have long since passed, 
along with my friend, and it has come to my attention that this wonderful and much honored 

ship, upon which my friend honorably served, is now up for nomination for inclusion in the 

esteemed National Register of Historic Places. And though you have probably "practically 

memorized" the considerable achievements of the STORIS (achievements to the credit of 
those who were privileged to have sailed on her and worked on her) what can I possibly write 

that will lend weight to her remarkable career that has not already been said?

I can only say this: It is my fervent hope that I can speak for my friend, whose voice is now
silent except in my memory, and for thousands of other STORIS veterans and non-veterans 

like him, asking you to lend your weight in achieving the successful nomination of gur "Queen of 
the Fleet", gur "Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan (no, American'!) Coast", that she might be 

preserved and treasured by future generations of visitors from all over the world. Please, let it 
become a monument to the Americans who created in this one ship a tool as beautiful as (if 
not more useful than) a Charles Fames chair; a ship which personifies, by its several 
transitions over almost 7 decades, how "America knows how to beat swords into 

ploughshares". Please, let the STORIS become a memorial to the men and women who



served her and aboard her, in a century that permitted both genders to honorably serve their 
country. Please, let the STORIS become a remembrance and a promise to those who were 
(and those who will be) in distress, that rescue was (or will soon be) on the way.

The storied STORIS, a ship which served others for two-thirds of the American Century, 
perfectly embodies America's pre-eminent claim of "service to all", as no other ship has.

The STORIS was a "Warrior". The STORIS was a "Scientist". The STORIS was a national 
and international "Servant". Isn't it time now for the STORIS to become a "Teacher"?

Please. I urge you to nominate the USCG STORIS to the National Register of Historic 
Places. She is, quite simply both a National and an International "Treasure".

Respectfully Yours,

James M. Brundage-Neill
Somerset Parkside 1612 11th 

Street, No. 1 Sacramento, CA 
95814-5740



September 19, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street, Stop 7901 
Washington, D. C. 20593-7901

Dear Commandant Papp -

I wish to ask for your help in ensuring that the retired Coast Guard Cutter STORIS be turned 
over to the Storis Museum Organization for the purpose of enshrining her as a Maritime Museum 
in Juneau, Alaska. This will become a tme historical tribute to those who served on her.

My late husband had the honor and pride of serving on the STORIS 1951-1955, and was a 
member of the Bering Sea Patrol crew during that time. The mission of the STORIS at that time 
was to provide logistical and rescue support to light houses and Loran Stations while in Juneau.

Each summer the ship would head North out through the Aleutian Islands, the Pribilof Islands, 
and up the westward coast of Alaska, providing legal and medical aid to numerous Native 
Villages as far North as Nome. They even delivered a baby in the Armory of the ship near 
Unalakleet when weather prevented the return of Natives who were aboard for medical care from 
returning ashore. This child was named Storis after the ship.

It is my belief that the return of the STORIS to Juneau would provide a huge historical impact on 
the economy of Juneau for many years to come, allowing many to become aware of her proud 
history.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Theresa J. Wright 
594 Cottonwood Road 
Sebastian, Florida 32958



September 20j 20%2

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 

United States Coast Cuard 

2%00 Second Street - Stop 7<IOX 

\Aiashingtom PC Z0S<J3-7^0X

Pear Sir:

I worked as a civilian for the Coast Cuard and also have several family 

and close friends who were in the Coast Cuard. Many of us lived in 

Alaska when the STORIS was stationed therej, in Juneau.

It just seems ideal and appropriate that this historis ship should be 

preserved and used as a museum in Juneau^ for all of us, and our 

children, to know and remember this beloved ship and ifs interesting 

history.

Sincerely,

Pauline L Kremer
2S4X N Canal Street 

Orange, California ^2.865"



Sai-ah Pace 
6310 Pooria-RoiK Rtl. 

Oxlord. OH 45056-9238 
sv pacc@l\ I sc. lie I

Sepieinher 21,2012

Xfimical Robci l J. I’app. CoiiiinaiKianl 
I itited .States (Joast Guard 
2100 Second .Street - Stop 7901 
Washington. DC 205!)3-7!K)l

Deal’ Adinii’al Papp,

I can't think of a more worthy addition to the National Historic Register of Historic Places than the 1‘iiited 
.States Coast Guard Cutter STORIS. Her place in maritime histoiy is significant on so many levels.

64 years of service, saving lives, humanitarian efforts, receiving 47 awards and traveling 1.5 million miles is 
an incredible feat for one ship, licgimiing with WWII along the coast of Greenland protecting and 
supplying United States militaiy stations and preventing the Germans from putting up weather stations. 
STORIS became the first U.S registered vessel to circumnavigate the North .Vmerican Continent ending 
the search for the Northwest Passage in 1957. Picture a ship in Irigid tempei-dture.s bieakiiig ice to make a 
pas.sage connecting the east and west through the arctic. .Vmazing. In 1975 she broke ii-e in Purdhoe Bay 
clearing the way for constniclion of the \laskati Pipeline. Ironically, in 1987 .she would return responding 
lo the I*7\on Valdei' oil spill tragedy. 1992 STORIS was the first foreign military vessel to enter the port of 
Petropavlovsk. Rn.ssia in 138 years. Meek, she even had a bit pail in the movie The Guardian.

STORIS was no ordinaiy militaiy sliip.Tlie arctic provides an environment challenging ship and crew to 
obstacles unimagi nalile by most of u.s. What a majestic career!

STf JRIS is dear lo my heail. My giandfather, CDR F.B. Hunt, commanded her during W \\ 11.1 spent 
countless bom’s sitting on is lap as a child engro.s.scd in the many stories of his travels. I look fotward to 
the prescivalion of liistoiy two geneialions before me, that my children, grandchildren will also be able to 
embrace.

I sincerely hope STORIS will l>e given honor she deserves, being included in the National Historic 
Register of I listoric f’laces.

Sincerely yours.

Sarah Pace



Hunter Johnson 
311 West Third 

Beaver Dam, W1 53916

September 21,2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street ~ Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp,

I write to you today regarding the USGC STORIS and her potential acceptance in 
the national registry maritime historical sites. The United States coast guard has a storied 
legacy of service to our country. The USGC STORIS has done more than her share in her 
sixty-four years of service to create and maintain this legacy, and a place on the registry 
is best way to honor and preserve all those who served upon this great ship.

The list of awards that have been bestowed upon the STORIS is almost as long as 
the distances the ship has traveled throughout her career. Whether defending America’s 
shores during WWll or discovering the North West Passage the STORIS performed her 
duties in exemplary fashion. The ship was even pivotal in harnessing the vast natural re
sources of Alaska.

It is the duty of all patriots to preserve the ideals and history of this great nation. 
The history of our servicemen and women is a vital part of our nation’s past and present. 
No ship is a truer embodiment of this spirit of excellence than The USGC STORIS. With 
your help, her story can live on to inspire others for generations to come.

Sincerely yours.

Hunter Johnson



22 September, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Sir

I would like to see the STORIS be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. I am retired from the U. S. 
Coast Guard. During WWII I was familiar with the operations 
of STORIS and other Coast Guard ships.

I had the opportinity to serve on STORIS from Septeinber 1963 
to April 1965. We participated in many rescues and medical 
calls. After the 1964 earthquake in Anchorage, Alaska, we 
assisted in breaking ice for ships, barges and small vessels 
supplying aid to Anchorage, I am sure those that received 
this aid and assistance from STORIS would be very pleased to 
know that she is being honored.

It would also bring back memories to all of us who served on 
STORIS. The STORIS served for 64 and a half years. I am 
sure that many Alaskans living in the outlying villages were 
sorry when she was decommissioned.

Very truly yours.

Edward J. Barbarow 
2541 N. Canal Street 
Orange, California 92865



Lucinda W. Langjahr
P. O. Box 66232

Port Ludlow. Washington 98365-0232 
(360) 437-2797

September 24, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, USCG 
Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Re: Listing USCGC STORIS on the National Register of Historic Places 

Dear Admiral Papp:

I am writing in support of efforts to have the decommissioned Coast Guard Cutter STORIS added 
to the National Register of Historic Places.

My father, CAPT Harold Wood, was CO of STORIS from 1955-58, and commanded her during 
her 1957 Northwest Passage expedition. He was also assigned to her as assistant to the project 
inspector, RADM Richard Schmidtman, during her construction , and sailed on her for a time on 
Greenland Patrol.

Those episodes constituted the bulk of my admittedly vague knowledge concerning the ship, until 
1 read Section 8, the Statement of Significance, of the application for designation to landmark 
status. I felt a bit like one of the proverbial blind men encountering an elephant; my vision of her 
history was so limited. That history reads like an adventure novel, and provides great insight to 
so much of contemporary U.S. history. I think it also illuminates the “can do” attitude of those 
who choose to serve in the US Coast Guard, as well as illustrating the broad array of missions the 
service undertakes.

My husband and I attended the STORIS decommissioning in Kodiak in 2007. We were 
astounded at the number of people who made the effort to travel to Kodiak in February to mark 
the end of this gallant ship’s career. It would be fitting to recognize her contributions by 
designating her as a National Historic Place.

Sincerely,

Lucinda W. Langjahr



JMBM Jeffer Mangels 
Butler & Mitchell llp_

Dennis J. White 
Direct (415) 984-9615 
Fax. (866) 498-6749 
DWWte^mbm.oom

Two Embarcadero Center, 5th Floor 
San Francisco. California 94111-3813 
(415) 398-8080 (415) 398-5584 Fax 

www.jmtxn.com

September 28, 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Re USCGC Storis

Dear Admiral Papp:

This letter is written to express my personal support for placing the Storis (I knew 
her as the USCGC Storis WAGB 38) on the National Register of Historic Places. She should be 
preserved because she was and is still well known in Alaska as the main presence of the United 
States Coast Guard in Alaska for many years. 1 had the privilege of reporting aboard the Storis 
in June 1967 as a boot Ensign, and when I walked down the fuel dock in Old Woman's Bay in 
Kodiak for the last time in February 1%9,1 realized I had been part of something very special, 
and I that lived through experiences of a lifetime. 1 was a deck officer and eventually served as 
the First Lieutenant. I loved the deck force. I am very thankful for the lives that we saved, for 
what I learned, for the life long friends 1 made aboard that ship, and for the opportunity to be part 
of her history. When I left her that day in 1969 she w'as alive. That last time I saw her was in 
June 2(X)7 in Alameda, shortly after she was decommissioned. It is a sad thing to see a ship you 
loved, with so much history, on the verge of losing its life. The Storis belongs back in Juneau, 
where people can visit her as part of Alaska's history.

Very truly yours.

DJW:djw

plENNlS J. WHITE of
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP

A UmitBd Liability Law Partnership Including Professional Corporations/ Los Angeles • San Francisco • Orange County



Mr. Galen A. Varon 
304 Lewisburg Lane 
Martinsburg, WV 25403

September 28,2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp 
Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp:

In your address to Coast Guard Academy cadets on Janu^ 5, 2012, you said, “Our 
history is the very fabric of our Service...Teaching that history is our responsibility. As 
part of ‘ Honoring our Profession’ we must be fluent in our history.”

In an effort to preserve the legacy of one of the most prolific Cutters in Coast Guard 
history, the decommissioned Coast Guard Cutter STORIS has been nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places. This nomination is in line with your direction to 
ensure we are preserving Coast Guard history.

As a former Sailor of the Quarter onboard STORIS, 1 have taken great pride in preserving 
the STORIS’ legacy and the heritage of other Queens of the Coast Guard Cutter Fleet. 
This has been evidenced by my two websites www.TheCutterSTORIS.info. www.The- 
Roval-Court-info and award-winning blog; “The American Queen” (URL: 
www.TheCutterSTORIS■info/l^logl.

As you know, the STORIS has been an instrumental part of Coast Guard, American and 
nautical history. She is on record for being the first US-flag vessel to circumnavigate the 
North American continent in 1957, she provided humanitarian support to over 100,000 
Alaskans while conducting treacherous Bering Sea Patrols and stood duty for 58 years 
and four months in the Bering Sea—the current Coast Guard record which had previously 
been held by the Cutter BEAR. By ensuring the STORIS is registered as a National 
Historic Landmark, future generations will be taught about this exceptional Cutter and 
her service to this great nation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Most Sincerel;

Mr. Galenyk/Varon



September 30, 2012

Murphy van Benschoten 
14 S. Burberry Dr. #327 
Madison Wl>

Admiral Robert J. Rapp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Admiral Robert J. Rapp,

II was writing a short story about my parents, how they met, and their early years together. Those early 
years included my father (Lt. J.G. Thomas Morse Murphy) stationed on the USCG Cutter Storis during 
WWII. The photos dad had taken of the ship made the ship look big, but that was from the eyes of a 
little girl. I was greatly surprised to learn of the size and the exceptional history the cutter had during 
and after my father's time on the Storis. I also became aware of the USCG Cutter Storis' opportunity to 
be honored as Inclusion in the National Register of Historical Places. The USCG Cutter Storis has 
been decommissioned since February 8, 2007. Deciding what should be done with such a historical 
ship representing the United States in the many a mission during the war or after the war, would seem 
to be a simple and easy decision.

Also worthy of mention is the uniqueness of the USCG Cutter Storis, known as the "Queen of the Fleet." 
The uniqueness enabled the ship to be used as and ice breaker, reliable escort, serving on patrols, then, 
in 1948 was re-stationed to Alaska where it found additional life saving missions into the icy waters of 
Alaska.

Please consider carefully for the generations of future Americans who maybe unaware of the sacrifices 
their parents, grandparents and great grandparents made. Given them the additional opportunity to see 
and learn the importance the Coast Guard played in saving lives throughout America's history. The 
decision to place the beautiful and historic USCG Cutter Storis in the a National Register of Historical 
Places seems a simple one.

Sincerely daughter of a proud Storis crew member Lt. J.G. Thomas Morse Murphy,

Murphy van Benschoten



01 October 2012

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington D.C. 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp:

I am the son-in-law of the late Lt. J.G. Thomas Morse Murphy. Lt. Murphy served on the USCG 
Cutter Storis during WWII. He was a graduate of the University of Akron, as well as Yale Law 
School. He raised a wonderful daughter, to whom I am married, and served his community well 
after military service. He often credited the military for enabling him to attend law school.

I can candidly state that I have never met or known (over thirty years) a more caring, intelligent, 
and unpretentious person in my lifetime. His only handicap was that he was a 4-handicap golfer 
(I'm being facetious).

I would consider it to be a great honor if you were to lobby on his, and the other men who served 
on the USCG Cutter Storis, to be matriculated into/on the National Register of Historical Places.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard L. van Benschoten 
14 S. Burberry Dr., #237 
Madison, WI53719



Semper Sen/ii 
"Always serving"

1944 and into the future
COMANCHE

Former USN ATA 202 and USCG WMEC 202

October 28, 2012 

To whom it may concern:

The Comanche 202 Foundation, owners and operators of the non-profit historic 
US Coast Guard Cutter WMEC 202 COMANCHE, support hardily the 
preservation of the US Coast Guard Cutter STORIS.

Sincerely,
Joe V. Peterson, MA 
Director of Operations 
Comanche 202 Foundation 
Instructor, Military College Programs 
Joint Base Lewis and McChord.

COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION
403 Garfield Street South, Tacoma, Washington 98444

(253) 227-9678
Email ata202@live.com

4?’ Mj
TUG ASSOCIATION

HISloW SWAISHIPS VSMKI.VUOn'^

Board of Directors: Jerry Newcomer, USCG (ret), President; Scott Larsen, CEO 
Great Promotions, Vice President; Tom Payne, CEO, GNPRR, Secretary. Joe V. 
Peterson, M.A., Military College Programs, Director of Operations, Treasure. Jan 
Simpson, USN.
Advisors: Alan Steinman, RADM USCG (ret.); John Parker, RADM USCG (ret); 
Randy Corrigan, CAPT. USCG (ret); Doug O’Dell, President USCG Tugs 
Association; Mr. Dave Howard, former owner Comanche; Pete Bennison, Modoc 
Pearl.



Wednesday, 31 October 2012

Malcolm R. Dick, Jr.
51W Outlet Creek Rd 
Shelton, WA 98584

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street, Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901 re: CGC Storis

Dear Commandant Papp:

You undoubtedly will receive many letters supporting nomination of Cutter Storis to the National 
Register of Historic Places and I fully support the nomination. What you may not have heard is how 
much Storis and her crew mean to the people of Alaska, and how much she will be revered if she is 
moved back to Juneau.

I was a Seaman (shortly to become Bosun's Mate third) on Storis in May, 1968 as we left Seattle for our 
return to Kodiak, most of us nearly broke after three months of city lights. We stopped in Juneau for a 
short time during which we received liberty. Many of us made the rounds of Juneau's saloons, that first 
night, after which several of us finished the evening at a small restaurant. We (there were four or five of 
us) pooled our remaining money and had enough for one hamburger. A long, humorous argument 
ensued about how we were going to split one hamburger among several hungry seamen. The Juneau 
residents in the restaurant listened to us for a few minutes and collected, unbidden by us, enough 
money for all of us to have hamburgers, fries and cokes. They insisted we take the money with profuse 
thanks for what we Coasties did for all Alaskans. We suddenly felt pretty humble.

The next day, two fellow seamen and I hitchhiked out to see the spectacular Mendenhall Glacier. A 
young couple picked us up and said they would take us to the viewing site. The man, however, said he 
had to stop at his office for a moment, which turned out to be the local car rental agency. He returned 
to the car, drove over to an elderly pickup, and tossed us a set of keys. I'll never forget what he said: 
"I'm sorry but this is our only unrented vehicle. It's got a full gas tank and she's yours for the day. Just 
put the keys in the drop-box when you're done. We deeply appreciate all you Coast Guardsmen and 
what you do. " We told him we couldn't afford to rent the truck and he, rather indignantly, said it was 
his way of saying, "Thanks, USCG." We later returned the truck after having filled the gas tank. The man 
was a little upset that we filled the tank but we felt duty bound to do it.

Admiral Papp, Cutter Storis not only belongs to its crew and officers over the decades, but it belongs to 
Alaska and its residents. Hundreds of Alaskans and others are alive today because we Storis sailors and 
thousands of other Coasties over the decades, executed, then and now, rescues and other jobs that 
came our way. Storis is emblematic of all those Coasties over the years and Alaskans know that. The 
ship belongs in Juneau, open to the public, many of whom have their own stories to tell about how their 
lives were affected by the US Coast Guard, whether it was Storis or some other USCG unit. As 
proprietary as I feel about Storis, this is their ship, too.



My heart breaks as I see pictures of Storis moldering away in Suisan Bay, lost among the unwanted 
floating relics of times past. Storis deserves better than that, but, more important, the people of Alaska 
deserve to have their ship back home. I hope you agree.

Sincerely

Malcolm R. Dick, Jr. 
USCGC Storis 6-66/6-68



Jess B. Cheatham 
145 Argyll Circle 

Pisgah Forest, N.C. 28768
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U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security

United States 
Coast Guard

MEMORANDUtl

Commandant
United States Coast Guard

NOV 1 6 2012

From:

To:

jUtf

2100 Second Street SW, STOP 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901 
Staff Symbol: COMDT (CG-47) 
Phone: (202) 475-5687 
Fax: (202) 475-5949

16475

NOV 1 4 2012

OMDT (CG-47)
Reply to Dr. Daniel Koski-Karell 
Attn of: (202) 475-5683

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and Historic Landmarks Division 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 2280 
Washington, DC 20240

Subj: U.S. COAST GUARD CUTTER STORIS, SOLANO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

Ref: (a) National Historic Preservation Act Section 110, 16 U.S.C. 470h-2

1. The Coast Guard nominates the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter STORIS, moored in Solano County, 
California, for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The nomination 
package is enclosed (Enclosure (1)).

2. The California State Historic Preservation Officer's comments on this NRHP nomination 
were requested and received. They have been incorporated into this property's NRHP registration 
form where deemed appropriate.

3. Comments from appropriate local officials were solicited and none was received. Copies of 
this correspondence are included in the enclosure.

4. Several letters from members of the public supporting this nomination were received. Copies 
of this correspondence are included in the enclosure.

Enclosure: (1) NRHP nomination package for U.S. Coast Guard Cutter STORIS

Copy: CG-84 (with end)
CG-09224 (with end)



12/20/2012 09:33 FAX 703 354 4380 NAUS @ 001/001

December 20, 2012

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye St. NW, 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005

Dear National Park Service:

T am writing to express my support for including the US Coast Guard Cutter STORIS for listing 
in the National Register (12001110), currently located at the US Maritime Administration 
National Defense Reserve Fleet, Sui.sun Bay, Benicia, CA.

The STORIS is indeed a historically significant Coast Guard vessel, having served in 
commission from 1942 until 2007, During this extremely long period of service for a ship, the 
cutter saw action in the North Atlantic during World War II (on Greenland Patrol) before her 
storied career of service in Alaskan waters. From Bering Sea Patrol, the DEW Line resupply 
missions in the 1950s and 60s, the first circumnavigation of the North American continent in 
1957, the first seizure of a Soviet Union fishing vessel in US waters in 1968, icebreaking in 
Prudhoe Bay to support construction of the Alaska Pipeline in 1975, her rescue of crewmembers 
from the F/V Alaska Monarch off St. Paul island in 1990, her port call at Petropovlask shortly 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1992 making STORIS the first foreign warship to enter 
that port since the Crimean War in the 1850s, to her being the “Queen of the Fleet” (oldest 
commissioned cutter) from 1995 through 2007, all while continuing to perform fisheries law 
enforcement, search and rescue, and other Coast Guard missions, the STORIS’ history is truly 
significant.

In addition to the historical significance this vessel has for our country, and our 49* State, 
Alaska in particular, she has a personal family history for me, and probably many other 
Americans who served aboard her or were assisted by the vessel and her crew over her 65 years 
of service. My father served aboard STORIS in the late 1960s, and I had the privilege of sailing 
aboard her during a short patrol then. It instilled in me a love of the sea, and a desire to pursue a 
Coast Guard career myself. I did, and upon graduation from the Coast Guard Academy, I earned 
assignment to the STORIS as a deck watch officer in 1979. We thought the STORIS was an old 
ship then, yet she went on to serve in the fleet with distinction for another 28 years!

I urge you to accept the listing of the Coast Guard Cutter STORIS in the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Steven 1. Hein, LCDR, USCG (Ret)
2781 Noble Fir Ct, Woodbridge, VA22192



Elaine A. Jergons 
1104 Virginia Ave 

Midland, PA 15059

Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp,

I am writing for your support regarding the nomination of the decommissioned USCGC STORIS 
to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. This will insure the preservation of the legacy 
and rich maritime history of this extraordinary Cutter.

I strongly support the nomination based on the pre-decommissioning study preformed for the 
U. S. Coast Guard. The USCGC STORIS is in compliance, with Section 105, of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. The Cutter was found to be nationally significant in engineering design, 
commerce, exploration and science, defense and humanitarian support and maritime history.

The USCGC STORIS is personally significant to me for her strong seaworthiness during the 
missions of humanitarian support and disaster relief services. As the last Independent Duty Health 
Service Technician to serve aboard USCGC STORIS, I was privileged to provide medical aid to the isolated 
villages of Pelican and Atka during her last patrol. I have experienced three memorable years of caring 
for my crew, the citizens of Alaska and the general public. For all of these reasons, the USCGC STORIS is 
worth preserving to keep these memories alive and to teach the past and future generations about he 
illustrious career and her historic U. S. achievements.

Thank you for your support and kind attention to my request. Admiral Papp. I look forward to 
supporting and visiting the UGCGC STORIS as a museum and education center in Juneau, AK.

Sincerely,

Elaine A. Jergons, USC, U.S.C.G. Veteran



Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

Dear Admiral Papp,

The CGC STORIS is currently in nomination for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. I am 
writing in support of that nomination.

I am a former Coast Guardsman serving from 1964-1970. I was a crew member of the Storis in 1969. Of 
all my unit assignments, the time aboard the Storis was the most memorable. The Storis's missions 
during that time ranged from fisheries patrol, ceasing illegal Japanese fishing vessels in Norton Sound, to 
humanitarian assistance aiding fellow mariners, a Russian fisherman with an eye injury, to, with aid from 
the CGC STATEN ISLAND, breaking out a tug and barge beset in the ice off the north coast of Alaska.

This is roughly, only one year's history of the 64 years of service this remarkable ship provided, most of 
which was in Alaskan waters. To me it seems to be the ideal platform for a maritime museum showing 
not only its story or even that of the Coast Guard, but of all the rich Alaskan maritime history.

Semper Paratus,

Sincerely,
James R. Henry RMl 
3350 Strathmore PI 
Eugene, OR 97405



Admiral Robert J. Papp, Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street - Stop 7901 
Washington, DC 20593-7901

To whom it may concern,

1 served on board the Cutter Storis right out of boot camp back in 1976 to 1977. As part of the "Deck 
Force" for eighteen months it was an experience that made me a better person in more ways than one.
I can honestly say that it was a life changing event and shaped my view of the Coast Guard that I still 
cherish to this day.

When I went to Reno Nevada for the 50'*' Anniversary of the circumnavigation cruise, I was one of the 
few from the 1970's era. Although I did see two of my fellow shipmates and they both commented on 
how the Storis was hands down the best ship they ever served aboard. It was so unique with it's ice 
breaking capabilities and rich history. I sensed a pride coming thru in their conversation even when one 
of them had served on board the Polar Star.

For the last twenty two years I've worked in radio in Dothan Alabama as well as Pensacola and 
Columbus Georgia. I've always told sea stories "on air" about various events that took place on board 
the Storis. Leading to three young men to join the Coast Guard versus the Army. It was the Storis and 
being stationed in Kodiak that motivated me more than anything else.

To me, the Storis, when I saw her in the Coast Guardsmans Manual along with pictures of the cutter 
Eagle and Bear should tell you a lot about the historical stature of this great ship. Most everyone I tell 
have no idea that it was the Storis that made the first trip thru the Northwest Passage under the 
American flag. That along with her rich sixty-four year history should make it a vital part of not only 
Alaskan history but Coast Guard history as well.

To let this great ship become razor blades would be a HUGE failure on all of us!

Please do whatever it takes to list the cutter Storis on the National Register of Historic Places. As a 
museum in Juneau it would do so much for Coast Guard. I say as much as the Weather Channels new tv 
show Coast Guard Alaska. Let's keep her history alive for future generations to see, touch and feel and 
to pass on so it's never lost and forgotten. It's too much a PART of the Coast Guard to let go!

Sincerely,

Jes^. Cheatham III



National Register of Historic Places Nomination 
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis 

Solano County, California

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis (WMEC-38) is located Suisun Bay near the 
City of Benicia in Solano County, California. It is a non-operating, decommissioned 
vessel owned by the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG). This U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
(USCGC) is moored in Suisun Bay along with other vessels in storage at the U.S. 
Maritime Administration’s National Defense Reserve Fleet. It is accessible by water. 
USCGC Storis was commissioned in 1942 and was in active service for 64 years. It was 
decommissioned in 2007. Based on its historic character, the USCG intends to 
nominate this property for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA) (16 United 
States Code 470 et seq.) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to expand and 
maintain a national register of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. 
Federal agencies are charged with identifying, evaluating, and nominating such 

properties under their control to the NRHP.

The Storis Museum, in cooperation with the USCG, has prepared a NRHP 
registration form for the USCGC Storis. It has been sent to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer for review and comment concerning the USCG position that the 
property is eligible for listing in the NRHP. Pursuant to implementing regulation 36 
Code of Federal Regulations 60.9, we are notifying local elected officials who may have 
an interest in the property and inviting them to comment on the nomination during the 

45-day comment period. The property is described below.

Site Name and Location:

■ USCGC Storis (WMEC-38)
■ Located at the National Defense Reserve Fleet moorage in Suisun Bay 

near the City of Benicia in Solano County, CA

Owner:
■ U.S. Coast Guard 

COMDT (CG-47)
ATTN: Dr. Daniel Koski-Karell
2100 Second Street SW - STOP 7901
Washington, DC 20593-7901



Summary Description:

The USCGC Storis was built by the Toledo Shipbuilding Company in Toledo,
Ohio and was commissioned as a USCG cutter in 1942. It is 230 feet long with a 
maximum beam of 43 feet and displaces approximately 2,000 tons. The USCGC Storis 
was designed to operate in North Atlantic waters around Greenland as a supply vessel 
with moderate ice-breaking capability. During World War II, USCGC Storis was based 
in Boston, MA, and operated chiefly in the North Atlantic conducting patrols, escorting 

convoys, and breaking ice.

In 1957, the USCGC Storis, along with USCGC Bramble (WLB-392) and USCGC 
Spar(WLB-403), explored the Arctic seeking a navigable route between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. The deep draft channel discovered during this expedition 
established a navigable path for the long-sought Northwest Passage. After the cutters 
reached the Pacific Ocean, the Sto/'/'s traversed the Panama Canal during its homeward 
voyage. Upon its return to the Atlantic waters off Greenland, the USCGC Storis 
became the first vessel to circumnavigate the North American continent.

In late 1957, the Storis was reassigned to Kodiak, Alaska. Following its arrival in 
Alaskan waters, the cutter’s primary responsibilities shifted to enforcing the laws and 
treaties regulating commercial fisheries in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska. USCGC 
Stor/s’s activity during the 1960s consisted largely of intercepting illegally operating 
foreign fishing vessels. The vessel underwent a major renovation in 1972 and was 
converted from a light icebreaker to a medium endurance cutter.

In 1975, the Storis carried vital supplies to Prudhoe Bay for the construction of 
the Trans-Alaska pipeline. In 1992, the cutter called at Petropavlovsk, on the Russian 
Kamchatka Peninsula, becoming the first foreign military vessel to enter the port since 
the Crimean War in 1854. The Coast Guard decommissioned USCGC Storis in 2007.
At that time it was the oldest commissioned cutter in the Coast Guard. The vessel was 
subsequently taken to the U.S. Maritime Administration’s National Defense Reserve 
Fleet moorage in Suisun Bay, California, for storage. It remains there today.

Summary Statement of Historical Significance:

This vessel is significant in the history of the United States Coast Guard. It is 
eligible for National Register of Historic Places listing under Criterion A for its 
association with the history of the Federal government’s program to advance maritime 
safety and commerce through promoting navigation and the enforcement U.S. law in the 
Arctic and other northern waters. The USCGC Storis is also eligible for NRHP listing 
under Criterion C for its architectural and engineering significance. This vessel 
exemplifies how developments in marine architecture and maritime engineering during 
the first half of the twentieth century were applied to building vessels capable of



operating in northern waters including the Arctic. The qualities of the USCGC Storis’s 
design, materials, and construction methods are characterized by aspects that provided 
a vessel capable of safe navigation and operations in the north polar region’s adverse 
environmental conditions. The USCGC Storis retains substantial integrity in terms of 
design, materials, and workmanship. It is a well-known U.S. Coast Guard cutter that 
saw continuous sen/ice for more than six decades and was involved in activities 
significant in American history.

Map and Photographs:

■ National Defense Reserve Fleet - Suisun Bay location map.

■ USCGC Storis, starboard side view, 1994.

■ USCGC Storis at Suisun Bay, California, port side view, circa 2010.



National Defense Reserve Fleet - Suisun Bay Location Map

This is part of the “Port Chicago, Calif.” 7.5’ topographic quadrangle (U.S. 
Geological Survey 1959, photorevised 1968.)

iiii



USCGC Storis, starboard side view, 1994.

U. S. COAST GUARD

USCGC Storis at Suisun Bay, California, port side view, circa 2010.
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th牟U.S. Coast, Guapd bu

Spar’r’eached the easteI

°f BeuoもS七重ai七.重も.

○○w血g, Spar’s

皿e皿七七〇 w富i七e a

瞳ved ea,S七ePn POint,

let,ed七I’anSit of Be11ot S

We箆もPassage in

生G蚤8) and CGC

○○皿pany

e填MCS Laね富adon lO9

RhodeエSla,nd.

S at this momenも

Junity to enjc)y a deep

ht his buoy t,ender, Sa

cal pa箆sage抽e

Of sa孤O富合and

In dry geogIxphic

OS七pOin七〇f龍Ie N
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Coa,St Guard icebI’eakep St,OI’is and

tendep Bramble. Depart,-

Seat韻e on c九Ily l, 1957,

Point BaFTOW; Alaska,

a耽emp七七〇 b農eak

No競血wes七Passage. On

も血千〇ug血a se血es of

named fop NopⅥre貸ian and

埠y;もhey peached

S七pa,it, na,med fop a

e t,hey me七Wi七h t,he

蹟MCS Laねpadon On the

めur vessels tra皿Siもed



Gua,Pd cut,tePS from ad蘭画als and depa,Ptment, ba,ck in Seattle.

S eCPe七aries.

Eigh七een days lateヰWhen Spar docked

alongside its home piep in Bristol as the

fipst America,n VeSSel ever to circle the entire

NoI’七h AmeI`ican cont血ent, anOt,heI’telegram

a'P血ved紅om Dwigh七D.駁senhower, the

PPeSiden七Ofthe U址ted States. W批正n days,

Bra,mble re七urmed to its homepout in Miami

a,S the second AmeI’ican vessel a,I’Ound t,he

COnt,inent,. Storis comple七ed七he expedition

ーand beca]皿e the t

5

In addit,ion七O慨Ieip

na.vigation, the three

triple feat of cむc

Coa,St Guard vess

a,Chieved seveI’al ot,her紐st,S dur血g七h

his七Oric expedition. They became the

Amepican vessels to make the t,ranSiもO

the Nopthwes七Passa,ge; the丘rst vesse

t,O a’CcOmPlish a, COnVOy t,hpough七h

Pa,SSage; and Branble a,nd Spar bec(

もhe fi|’St buoy七enders (a,nd the on蚊

Ame血Ca,n buoy七endeps) t,O make t,

Arctic voyage.



圏圃S七Passageう

a8梅t,hr’Ough t’he complex archi-

e Ca,nadian Apctic. AccoI’ding

K. Headland of七he Scott, Polar

Ins的ute in Ca,mbpidge, Engla,nd,

Pent, rOut,eS COrmeCt the A櫨antic

e QceanS via these ice-CIogged seaS.

ry since the Norwegian expIorer

dsen accomplished the complet,e

血g 1905-1906 mo富e血an l○○ voy

been Hla,de th|’Ough these pa,SSa,geS

18 dif総I’ent nations.

achもhe entran6e to the Nopth-

Sa,ge PequiI’eS a di緬LCult, and danger-

fna,Viga七ion. Fpom the ea,St, the wa軌

ed by t,housa,nds of enormous ice-

ese bergs, broken紐’Om the gla,eieps

d in七he east, and Ba組n Isla,nd in

and peaching 5OO feet m height, drift

d thpough Davis St,Palt. Fpom the

Sels rea,Ch the pa,SSage七hpough職工e

細att, Whepe the ma,SS Of the polar ice

it,S bulk on the nopth coast ofAlaska,

any passage foI’m皿Ch ofthe yean

二二二二一一三二三二dic Sagas pecord七hat a

the Red, ba,nished紐om Iceland

al脇oubles, Satled wi批85 s鎚ps

SOut,hwest coast, Of Gpeen-

d. Thepe he a.nd the cI’eWS Of

抽息も8uPV主ved もhe journey ma,de

aip怠eld

批正S S皿a田

ingky sought, neW Sea POuteS to Asia,.

For a, CentuI’y a血ep Prince Hen|.y the

Na;Viga,七OP founded an inst,iもute of geogI.aPhic

I’eSea,rCh a,七Sagres, Poptugal, bo七h Po恥uguese

a,nd Spa,nish exp10I’erS fanned out a,CrOSS七he

SOuthepn Atlan七ic, eVentua1工y pounding bo七h

the Cape of Good Hope in southepn A船ica and

Cape Hopn at,七he southeI’n t,ip of Sou七h Ame血-

Ca. As Spain and Por七ugal apppopriated七hese

SOuthepn poutes to the Spice Islands ofAsia,

Othep Eupopean nations Iooked nopth for new

ma,Pitime routes to t,hese sa]皿e riches.

The且pst expIoreI’a捕ep七he Vikings to

SearCh in this northerly dir,eC七ion was Italia,n

navigator Giovani Ca,bo七0, Who sailed紐om

B屯stol, England, in Magr 1497 under the name

John Cabot. A龍eI’55 days at sea searc亜ng

fop a, Nop粧しWeSt Passage to Chma,, Cabot, found

his way blocked by the Ca,nadian coastline. No

COntemPOr紬y SOurceS have survived紐om his

VOyage, b融i七is t,hough七that he spent, abou七a,

mon七h along the coa,St Of northeastepn North

America, befope petur血ng to Engla,nd.

Caboもtpied a,g粗n a, year la七e工〕 but he and

mos七Ofhis組eet vanished紐om the seas a,nd

蝕om his七OPy By七he t,ime his son Seba,St,ian

Caboもtpied unsuccess釦ny t,O Iocate the pas-

Sage 10 yea,PS lateI〕 it ha,d become clear that

a, neW and enormous con龍nent lay between

Europe and Asia. For the next hundI’ed yea,I’S,

navigatops like Ma融i虹Fpobishe呈John Da;Vis,

W軸iam Ba,組n, Robe串u Bylot and Henry Hud-

SOn a11 probed thea s七I.a的S a,nd bays that now

a,re named for th6m.

O龍en the price七hey patd fop this lasting

fame wa,S Shipwr’eCk, mutiIry and dea,th.

Hu馳Ph|’ey Gi的epb, an avid coIonizer and

血a]貴め章o皿ep Iter} Ra,leigh, Wrote a,

PasSa,ge,龍Ien drowned
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Atlamtic and Pac迫c. In 1818, Adn血alty Sec-

ret,a,ry John Barrow ordered two s址P

Dopo七hea and HMS Trent,, tO且nd

thI’Ough the ice sumounding the

a,nd七hen to sail thpough t血e Bering St

into t,he Pacific Ocean. The two s址ps, le

Cmdn Da;vid Bucham and Lt. John Fセ

exploned aS ftr aS七he northwesteI’n CO

Sva,lbard befoI’e tur血ng ba,Ck wit,h the

edge tha,七no simple sea I’Oute OVeP

Sea eXis七ed.

Fpanklin retupned to the Arct,ic as a,

m 1845. He wa,S in command ofan ela

Royal Na,Vy eXPedi七ion with HMS TeI’工

HMS Erebus,七WO POlap expIor’ation ves

Only pecently petuI’ned from a pionee血n

explora龍On Of Antarc龍ca undep the

OfJames Clapk Ross. Fpa血klin,s s腿ps

St’OPPed in七he la,t,e SummeP Of 1846 by

Pa,ck ice in WeⅢn純on Channel, 1象

nopthwest, Of King WilHam Island言Fr

died in the spping of 184?; a.綿er’l的ing

board the vessels for 18 mon地s, t,he tw

CPeWS aba,ndoned the s址PS a,nd beg

and despera胎maI’Ch southwand. All

CePS and men pepished, and a scope ofB

a‘nd Ame屯ca,n expel

Wha七had happe虹ed

Noもun七組1859 was 〈

a Ca,ipn on King W劃iam

eled枕Ie fate of批Ie doo競ed e

SCa,枇ered pema出場of the me



ranklin’s wife Ja,ne. Uhsuccess餌in find-

ny trace of Fr,anl血in, Be110七insもea,d

VePed a,nd traced a nar’I’OW Charmel of

SeParated Boot,hia Peninsula - the

emmost, POin七Of land in NoI’th Amepica

e place whepe the Royal Na;Vy located

OPth Ma,gnetic Pole in 1851 - Wi七h Som-

Seb Island. The leader of七he Prince AIbert,

Wi11iam Kermedy, named廿Lis

Pai七乳的ep BeⅡ〇七.

ne expIoper who pea,d七he s七oI’y Of Fpank

CIose取was the Nopwegian Roald Amund-

n. De七epInined tO a,VOid what he saw as

amRdin’s mista,kes, Amundsen m 19O5

OSe for his Nort,hwest, PaSSage eXPedition a

a,How-dra,ft, 65-foot auxmary he辞ing sIoop

龍1e name Of Gjのa,. In t,his small vessel,

undsen and his cI’eW en七eI’ed Lanca,SteP

Ound and BaI’r,OW Stpait,, t,hen t,uI.ned south

もO Peel Sound and the unchap七ed wateps of

恥oss,狐d鼠ae s七で粗もs.

SPending a, yea,I’a,nd a, half a.t a. place

W Called Gjのa, Ha;Ven, a,nd reloca,t粗g the

ew posiもiap of the sh珊ing ma,gne七ic pole,

undsen ma,neuVePed qjQ)a thI’Ough七he

ks裏Shoals and shal10WS Of Simpson Strai七

d a,POund King W皿am Isla,nd. These are

e same wat,ePS七hat Stopis, Bpamble and

Crea'七e七he fiI’S七Cha,PtS Of 5O yea,PS

a,te鼠Sailing into wha,t is now ca11ed Amund-

Guli qj⑦a in 19O6 became t,he宜I’S七Ship

COmPlete a, nOI’t,hwes七passage thpough七he

nadia,n Arctic. Five yea,PS la,teI,, Amundsen

d go on to become t,he first, eXPIorer to

ea,Ch the Soum Pole a,nd七hen, in 19急6, the

PSt to fty ovep the North Pole, in t,he a,irship

qjのa,, i七WOuld be nearly 40 year,S

fore anothep vessel successfl111y cha11enged

PaSSage. The St. Roch, PePhaPS the most

OuS Ship in Ca,nadian mari七ime histopy,

OOk t,hree apduous seasons,節om 1940 to

94象, to ma,ke a Nopt,hwest Passa,ge tranSi七.

r the co棚田輪皿d of hep NoI’Wegian-bopn

)eP Hen]ry Larsen, St. Roch sa,iled静om

七O eas七, in the opposi七e diI’eC龍on紐om

undsen and Qjのa.

a Royal Canadia,n Mounted Police sup-
「essel, St,. Roch possessed seveI’al unique

bili龍es, including an egg-Shaped, tWO-

批正Ck, ice-St,Peng七hened hu叫and room

hep decks fop seveI’al dog teams. Heavy

e condi龍ons fopced Larsen to winter S七.

OCh at Cambridge Bay on Vict,OPia Isla,nd. 8

FI’eed ffom the ice in July 194l, Larsen

even七ually sailed七O Gjのa Haven on King Wil-

虹細n Island and cont’inued eastward a,釦lnst,

t,hickening ice. Trapped ag粗n a,t, Pasley Bay;

S七. Roch gpounded on a submerged shoal and

ba,Pe]y esca,Ped紐om being crushed. Reaching

Wha,t he七hought would be七he safety of Bellot

Stpai七in summer 1942, LaI’Sen found his ship

nearly crushed again lry ice ra,Cing through

the nappow strait,. Reac址ng Halifax, Nova

Scotia,, that Octobe工〕 La,PSen WPOte la,COnica,lly

``工もhad not been an easy trip.’’

As if t,O PI’OVe the poin七tha,t ice condi憤OnS

WeI.e neVer the same紐om one season to an-

OtheI㌧ La,I’Sen do亘bled back on the NoI’thwest

Passage in 1944, Sailing ea,St t,O We吋Na面-

gat,ing S七. Roch on a more nopthe叫y couI’Se,

LaI’Sen reaChed Vancouvep in less t,han thpee

mon七hs.
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Old Wtm tensions bet,Ween

」館
Soviet Uhion and west,ePn

上し器護憲聾e
Canada, SOught to define the boundaries of

any possible conflict. The possib址ty of a

Russian a,ir a耽a,Ck oveI’the NoI’th Pole tumed

七he AI’Ctic into a, POt,en龍al ba耽1espa,Ce. To

demonstrate i七s sovepeignt,y OVer t,his vast

a,Pea, Ca,nada Sent t,he icebpeakep HMCS

Labpa,dor thpough the Nopthwest, Passage in

1954.

Two yea,rS ea,rlier, defense planmers had

begrm to 100k a七the Northwes七Pa,SSa,ge a.S

七血e first line of defense foI’the cont,inent of

North AmeI’ica,. A 195象meeting of sc主ent,ists

at t,he Ma,SSaChuset,tS Ins龍tut,e Of Technology’

PrOduced a,n idea for a syst,em Of ea,I’ly’

Wa,Pning I’ada,P S七a,七ions aCrOSS t,he Cana,dian

Apc七ic. This string of ou七POStS WOuld s七Pe七Ch

ffom Po血t, B卿pow血Alaska 5,OOO m王les

a‘S七WaJ}d t’O Ba,組n Island. The syst,em as a,

hole was designed to detect, incoming

CI’a龍, nOt tO int’eI’CeP七OP destpoy t,hem.

e in oper,ation, m址taIy PlanmeI’S

)ected七O ga,in four to six hours of advance

随ing of an aip a肋料k coming from oveI’the

aI’ho癌zon. The extra, time would allow

the papid evacuation of cit,ies a,nd the a通

efense of vita.1 indust,Piaユa,I.eaS.

O yeaPS later, PI`eSiden七Dwight, D.

nhower approved t,he pI’Qject and opdeI’ed

しt, as SOOn aS POSSible. BeもWeen 1955

957 this s龍ing of insta11ations, Called

OP D田W己血e,

Of皿亜a越すand c工

COnStI’uC慨On OfmoI’e t,ha,n 5O DEW Li

and t’he emplacement of new weathep

I’equired a ma,SSive seali綿by the Mi拙

TI,anSPOr七ation Sepvice. This sealift c

more than 2.5 mi11ion tons ofcargo and

m皿ion baFTels offuel to the Cana(迫an 」

a,1l wh皿e ma,inta.ining alt,erna,もe season

runs to t’he U.S. Navy’s Operation Deep

in Anta,rCtica,.

At it,S Peak, the DEW Line pI’Qject em

OVer 7, 5OO civilia,n amd military per’SOr

The line cohsisted of six main radar, Sもi

SuPPOPted by 25 a,uXiliary and 28 interme

at,e S七ations, Wi七h the sm粗lep sta,龍OnS

tioning to cIose gaps in the I’a,dar covep

Ofthe main stations.耽

lapgest and most, COmP]

PrQjec七s ever underta瓦

冒he Coas七Gu色pd Gu耽e

Participa七ed in t,he

OPera,憤OnS in 195

Ship USS Requj

Loback, Who pe

day befoI’e She

もhe caps七〇



U.S. AJⅢ勘もhe Me富chant, Ma,Pine amd t,he U.S.

Coast, Guard would be invoIved.

Se孤ift opepa轟ons for’these n血SSicms wer,e

as ha,Za,rdous a,S t,hey wepe necessa,ry.

revious years ha,d shown that a cont,inuous

li龍prior, tO t,he a,rmual break皿p ofpac瓦ice

the Nor’地west, Passage WOuld b屯ng less

han lO pepcen七of t,he cargoもhat, t,he MSTS

OOuld ca調y du劇ng the brief AFCtic

eI, When sea, naw鴫ation waS POSSible.

Only se粗ift opeI’a龍OnS COuld bI’ing t,he七On-

nage of supplies into枕Ie AI’ctic requiI’ed to

uild a,nd maintainもhe forwa,Pd defense of the

EW L血e.

But ships wepe v山nepgめle to being trapped

y the gr,ea,teSt natural haZa,rd in the Arctic:

e. Fop much of t,he yea,I; the pola,P ice pack

I’eSSed down upon the northern point of

Alaska, a七Point Ba,耽OW A輝y Ship ca,ught, ea,St,

f t,his poin七When the ice moved in perma,-

enも]y at summer’s end would be forced t,O

七er’theI’e and would likely be sevepely

ana,ged if no七destroyed. Ice conditions

臓en pequired臆undepwateI’demo耽ion diveI’S

O bla,S七a,Wa軟grOunded ice m or’dep to ppovide

apppoaches t,O beach areas for landing

c重a耽.

工f U. S.inaval ships wer’e tra,PPるd nop批Or

a,St OfPoint Bamo鴫aS ha,d almost happened

in t瓜e summep of 1956, they wo山d need

SOme Way tO bpea出ou七. The onty‘ OPt,ion was

O the ea,St, thpoughもhe cla,SSic Nort,hwest

Passa,ge Of Amundsen and La,PSen, tOWa,rds

SCa,pe血to the( N〇両h A帆an慨c. Bu七龍1e

xpedi七ioris of G細a and S七. Roch had t,aken

advantage of (a,nd at, Various points nea,坤y

been sunk by) area,S Of sh魚皿OWS and shoa塙a,-

eI’S unSu耽aヒ)1e for deep-dra耽nav’al and capgo

Ve8 Sels.

The U.S. Coa,St Guapd wa,Sもherefope given a

PeCial t,riple mission:且nd a, uSable Nor.t,hwest,

PaSSa敏e龍II’Ough which deep-dra,綿s龍ps could

Scape龍om t血e Ar〇七ic; COnduct a, deta11ed

drographic survey of it - eXtending the

drogpaphic sounding tracks begun by

toris and USS Re凪lisit,e in 1955 and 1956;

d then mapk this new passage wit,h a地s t,0

肋的七ion.

冒he expedi七ioふwo山d be anything but

坤ple. Ea,Ply sea,SOn OPera,龍OnS in 1957 ha,d

ready seen the worst ice conditions many

ct,ic ve七eI’anS had evep expepienced.

espite t,he use of helicopter peconnatssanoe

a,nd poptable a,utOmatic wea,地ep s七a龍o

emplaced on the polar ice pa,Ck nopth ofAlas-

ka, Six di舐∋rent t,Pa,nSPOP七Ships weI’e dam-

aged by ice befope the Coast Gua,rd七a,Sk unit

aPPea,Ped on scene. O七hep di蹴Cult,ies would

invoIve七he la,ck of a,dequate chaPt,S; COn龍nu-

OuS daylig耽COnditions, whch出血t,ed the use

Of celestial nav鴇a.t,ion; ma,gne七ic shi龍S CauSed

by t,he ppoximity ofもhe NoI’七h Ma,gne七ic Pole;

and shifting winds that transfopmed open

lanes of oceam into ice-c10gged bapriers in a,

ma,t七ep of m王nutes.

Such obsもacles beGane insta,nt Challenges

for the Coast Gua,Pd陳ew. Petty o緬.ce購who

handled qua轟erma,steP du龍es on board Storis

in 1956 pefined七heむdea,d rec攻oning血t血e ice

fields so t,hat their n豹喪やtion fixes vyepe less

than four miles o鯖even a龍eI’lO days of

moving back and fo耽hもhrough the shift-

ing maze of ice. New whp antermae weI’e

mounted on board S七OI’is七O OVercOme the la,Ck

Of radio corme〇七ivity experienced in Ca,nadian

WateI’S du血ng the 19愚6 cpuise.

A newcomep tQ $toris in「the fa11 of 19思6

WaS a, yOuエLg enS聴nJust gI’adua,ted節om the

Coa,st Gua,rd Acad箆m沸RicIlaふd I軽ba,Cki.

When駁ybacki淀’蹄ved in Alaska,, Stopis

had n〇七yet returmed播om her} 1956 AI’Ct,ic

expedi憤On. “So龍Iey handed me a pa,cket of

冒Rs (Travel Reques聴)1 a,nd told me to go ou七

a,nd do some recpui七ing for the Coa,St, GuaPd

Academy! ’’When Sto厳s did a,r,rive, R勘:ba,cki

PeCalled, there’was tぬe usual手ea,C七ion on

board a Coast Guard ship When they see

a new ensign arrive: “Gpeat, a, Wa,rm body.

Let’s put him to wop闘” Ifa, neW enSign

had any advam提唱e in the Coast Guard, it

Was t,he sm洩l size ofthe service. ftybacki

a,lrea,dy knew most of t,he o組CePS血the ward-

POOm. Ovep the next two yeaI’S On Sto血s, he

WOuld spend nearly 9O peI’cent Of his龍me a七

Se乱.

When Stopis guddenly retuImed t,O hep

homeport in the m通則e of a May 1957 cr吐se,

the crew suspect,ed something wa,S uP. When

they were t,Old t,O SPend some time with七heir

蹄milies beoa,uSe七hey might not be ba,Ck foI’

Six months, rumOr became fac七. They wepe

“goiI鳴arQund.’In a gpeat, SynChponized

Whee血Lg OPePation tha七encompaSSed the

en龍I’e COn憤nen七Qf No薙h Amepica, thI’ee

Coa,St Guard cut,te聴Se七Out in May 1957 to

OVerCOme the obstacles ofthe Arctic and to

do what no Ameri

p虹shed.

SSels ha,d evep acCOm-

10
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甲
he丘ps七Ofthe three cu七teps to

St,arもthe cont,inental ciI’Cum-

navigation was the Spa,I; Which

left hep homepoI’t Of B出s七Ol, R.I.,

On May 19, 1957. This followed

a spI’ing of mod迫ca七ions a,t the Coa,St Guard

Ya,rd in Cuptis Ba弟Md., Whepe the hu11s of

bo七h Spar and Bramble were strengthened

With addi七ional st,eel ice-belts at and below

the wateI’1ine in preparation for’Cruis血g

in Arctic wateI‘S. These t,址ck metal bel七S

StPetChed frQm七he bow aft ofamids址PS, and

WOuld ppo七ect the hull紐om the e髄ects ofram-

ming t,hI’Ough pa,Ck ice. Additional equlpment,

loaded for’the No両hwest Pa,SSage included an

evapoI’a,七OI. for producing fpesh watep and a

POtating Honeywell sonar unit,, an ear]y type

Of side-SCanning sonan

A new s七ai血ess steel propeller; designed

七O Wit,hst,and the ice better thanもhe usuaユ

bponze, Wa,S also inst,a11ed at CuI’t,is Ba弟On

the way south, at Certa,in speeds, it, CauSed

SuCh a shimmy and a loud, Penetrating note

t,h|’Oughout the enもむe ship that龍Ie Bpamble

ha,d t,O gO back into dry-dock in Miami un七il

t,he problem wa,S且Ⅹed.

Lt. Cmdn Hamy H. Car七ep was Br’amble,s

Skippen ``They had just transfe耽ed anyone

Who wanted to get of#’I’emember}ed Ca耽en

``So we had pI’etty muCh of a new cpew fop this

VOyage." The雛ew cI’eW WaS a皿volunteers

Who had signed up fop the mission once i七ha,



OunCed. The challenge was even

for Ca,PteI〕 Who had no pr’evious expe-

e on a, buoy七endeI’like Bpa,mble and had

leDOI.ted on boa,r.d h主mself when Bramble

ing fitted ou七a七CuI’龍s Babr However,

Oed s血遭a,P Situations in his CoaSt

d QaPeen In 1945, due t,O the war-七i皿e

eI‘geney, he had gI.aduated with a foup-yeaP

from the Academy in only three years.

tep he became a member ofthe In七eI’na-

皿al Ice Pa,t,POl though he had nevep seen

y ice∴`The Coast Guapd believes you can do

ything they te11 you to do."

紺’t,eI’foundはしe Bpanble in a, SOmy Sta,t,e.

e hull plating below the waterline from

tem haIfway七O St,ePn ha,d been cut, a,Way tO

I’ePlaced with the hea南eI’Plate fop work

the ice. The ship’s sma11 boats wepe fitted

bh portable fa雌IOmetePS fop inshope survey

C)rk, Once in Miami,七he oper,ational pla皿

quLiI’ed七he load血g of s王x months worth of

ecialized supplies foI’the Arc瞭c expedi-

During those months ofAppil and May

957, S七OPeS Of all kinds stpeaJned on boa,r’d

e cut七en Three thousa,nd books wepe added

S出p’s虹bpa種y

Bo七h BI’a,mble and Spa,P CaI’ried six o緬.ceps

d 54 men during the Nopthwest Pa,SSa,ge

age. AIong with the 1象5 cpew on board

Pis a皿d anothep 60 on boapd t,he USCGC

Sam Pa融icipa,もing in DEW Line opera,t,ions,

)aSt Guard had 5O5 men invoIved in the

MSTS Apc龍c opeI’ations.

Oft,hose s狂lops was a, yOung damage

lma,n named Ron Kubeck, Who had

d in龍Ie Coast, Guard血1955. Wrme

USCGC Cook Inlet,, he

a message seeking volunteers fop an

exped批On. Wit,h expeI’i-

hose (迫ver紐’Om

○○皿.,

W eXPedi-

譲合Of 1957

On取da.ma,ge

g a七sun-

C血まe鰹and

9. Ther,e, Lt. Cmdn Cartep made the most

his libeI’ty by ha,uling in a l 19-pOund sajmsh.

``I don’t know how七hat story got, a,POund,"

PemembeI’ed Ca,Pter, ``but, it’s観fue. Four of us

露竺霊蒸器霊器蓋.
Ybu could ca七Ch sa,組fish out thepe wit,hout,

any effort, a,t, all. We landed宜ve of them in

tha,七One day. Ybu couldn’t keep i七unless you

a,greed you wepe either going to moun it, Or’

ea七i七. Well, I couldn’t afめI:d to mount, it, SO I

decided t,O eat t血is fish tha七WaS a止nost nine

fee七Iong.′ I took i七baCk to the ship, We thI’eW

i七on t,he r'eefeI; and it, S七ayed t,heI’e from June

unt,迫we go七ba,Ck to Mia,mi in Sept,embep

Whepe I ha,d i七SmOked."　For’the I’emaind

Of the expedition, t,he skippep of Spar, Lt.

Cha,I’les Cowing, I’e飴r,red to Spa,I’’s sistep

a,S The fish cap血eI. from Acapulco and

Mia皿エ’’

The七WO VeSSels reached Long Beach, C

in mid June, and moored alongside one an

Othen The log of七he Spar recopded that she

took on boapd 51,OOO ga皿ons of fllel a,nd an

LCVP冒his landing cra,ft would become one

⑦f t,he mshoI’e WOI’khopses during the

Chart,ing a皿d surveying to come. Con

nop七h along the wesもern coast ofthe Uhited

Stat,eS, Spar and Bra,mble rea,ched Sea,耽Ie on

the mopning of June a7, Whepe they mooped

alongside Stopis, Which itself ha,djust

杜om Ketch王kan, Alaska, tO have a, helicopter

la皿ding platfopm placed in it,S decks.

LobaCk pecalled mee龍ng with t,he petty l

且ceI’S and chie鰹who handled quart,eImaS

du七ies on the other七WO VeSSels, to gO OVer

ChaI’七S and courses. The sailops from Mij

On boapd Bpamble wepe alpeady spo重帝ing

bra,nd new Arc七ic foul wea,ther gear with

lined hoods. “They were complaining at)(

t,he cold, and we were st血1 going ouしOn dec

Without j a.ckets. ’’

In Seatt,le,七he Coa,St, (

S七山oby li耽1e ships,’’a,S ]

t,hem, WePe atta,Ched t,O

t,he comand of Rea,I’Adm.

USN, the comma,nder, Of帆

Apea. Task Force 5 was pe

SuPP]y of D圏W

Of BeⅡ〇七

轟血e s七乱もio

itself冊as designated as

OPerated under
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a StOic, Pipe-SmO虹ng Capt. Wbod and Adm.

Pepsons, the ovepall taSk foroe commander.

When the Coa,St Guard officens en七ered the

room, Adrn. Pepsons quipped t,hat, it, Wa,S
“good to ha,Ve the Hooligan Na,Vy hepe at t,he

meet血g.” wbod,血a la,CO血C rePly his o紺

CePS WOuld petell for yea,PS When speaking of

him, anSWered “W℃ don’t m血d you ca11iI噌us

`hooligans,’but it,’s t,he havy’p釦.t that we且nd

O切ec慣Onable. "

Aftep a, U. S. Navy hydI’OgraPhep I’epOPt,ed

On boa,Pd Spar from the cat)1e-1arm ship USS
Thop (ARC4), the new t,a,Sk unit st,eamed

no玩h making approximately a5O miles per

da押K山〕eCk remembeped divi血g to check

On SOme minop damage to Spar’s prop atteI’

meetmg some ice neap七he Aleutian Islands.

The decision was made to con七inue on. `As

I recall, the Russia.ns intepcepted our com-

munica,tions and copdially invit,ed us t,O uSe

their drydock facili龍es in Siberiaty and we told

them, `tha,nk you, nO t,ha,nk you’"

On Wednesday, J山y 10, the convoy cI’OSSed

the Arctic Cirole (66O 55’N) a,nd arpived off

Point Ba,耽OW, Alaska, On七he moI’ning o

18.冒hepe they made a pendezvous w耽h t

icebI’ea屋er USS BuI’tOn Island (after 1966

Coa,S七Gua.pd vessel), a,nd made pI’eparatio

fop s七eaming to t,he east,. ThroughouもJu取

12, Bell helicopters租own by U.S. Navy p丑o

缶om Storis a,nd BuI’tOn Island camied ma,虹,

PePSOrmel and equipmen班o the foup vessel

○聴ho富e.

At t,his poin七, Spar ha,d already been away

紐om B血stol for 4O days, and s七eamed for, OVe

8,6OO m組es. The weather wa,S gOOd, a,nd

SCattePed ice dotted the seas nort,h of Point,

Barrow But the cpew could see the polar ic

Pack looming on the nor七heI’n horizon, SO it

WaS nO doubt wi七h I’eneWed ser’iousness th∈克

they sat t,hpough a, tra,ining皿m也t,led “Cold

Weather Operat,ional Problems.’’

The ta,Sk uni七Wa,S Pu七七o wopk immediate

CI’uising six miles northeaS七Of Point, Ba,I’PO

七O COnduct, a, Series of soundings of a, rePOrte

Sho粗. Char七s of七his survey wepe fopwarded

to t,he MSTS DEW Line且ee七for use in its su

Ply I’unS la,七ep七hat same month. Both t,he

Bupt,On Isla,nd a,nd S七Oris wepe equippe

Wit,h heIicopt,ePS fop ice recormals-

Sa,nCe; On Ju]y 15 they led t,he Spar,

and Bpa,mble into the ice fields ofth

Beaufopt Sea.

BuI’t,On Island assisted七he three

Coast Gua,Pd vessels in bpeak血g

抽rough the solid fleld ofice that, beg

about, Six miles east of Point BaFTOW.

Continuous da6柾ght made for generL

ally mild wi∋a七hep condition蜜, and th

CuttePS bega,n What would become th

reg山a,P POutine of following na耽o

OPenings, OP leads, in七he ice且e

low血g七hese leads, Often disoove

the helicopters scouting ahead o:

COnVOy, in班al的a11owed the v

main七ain r’egular

もhe eas七.

On叫エア, a敵地e

皿軌も紐o皿もhe

ha,d I’eVealed sever’e ice- COndi髄OnS

the easも. A節er taki丸g on鵬ar蚊a

a皿ons of fuel蹄om Bupton工Sla,nd

par launc血ed批S S皿

ap七.胸Od o丑bo紺d S七

工sland le筑

c蟹足鴎めu容
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OP t,he next week, Spa,Pbegan her holding S七OP

OCea,nOgr,aPhic wopk of I’eCOPding

CuPPentS and seawatep tempeI’a-

tupes and depths. Meanwhile,

Storis and BI’a,mble laiy in thick

eningice at 7OOO4’N, just offMackenzie Bay,

Canada. O蹄en,七he two cu耽eps drifted in ice-

皿e血oes pus

getheI’t,hat,

and fbp七h七

紐ee lakes, on POlynias, dod駒鴫small chunks maneuver the l

Of floa,t,ing ice known as growleps and sma山　　　王ng Spa,n ``We

icebeI’gS Oa皿ed bepgy-bits, Wh組e surveying the

ice condit,ions ahead and wai龍ng七O COn七inue

t)he expedi韻on eastwa,Pd.

When pro欝ess along the nopthepn coast

Of Ca,natLi蝕d commence, it wa,轄OW and at

t’imes extreme軽dangepous. On an expe(聖ion

When the datly miles made good aver’aged be-

t,Ween 50 and lOO,駁,am:ble repor七ed only兄ve

m皿es ofpro釦e縄

龍Ie SenSa,tion of s

Of S七〇両S aも皿王d血g鎚,

i. 1. Sa,ilors peca,lled

g wa,t,Ch on the b瞳dge

h血g t,he midnight

Sun gO down not qute to the horizon, befope

stopped and s七a,P七ed to pise again.

Fpom July 25 thr'Ough Aug.象, aS Spar con-

t,inued hep, SOund血gs, the抽皿ee Sh妙S S龍ug-

gled t,O maintain hea,dway七hI’Ough hea;Vy ice

in DoIphin a,hd Uhion Str,粗t and Queen Ma皿d

Gum The sit,uation came tO a neaP-C屯sis on

Jし坤y a9, When Sto鵬s, Pamming through ice

皿OeS, me七ha,Pd, fast, ice tha,七would not be

moved. Spar高ust a,S七eI’n, SIowed to a,VOid a,

comsion, and Bpamble in the pear stopped as

WeH, tra,pPing all thpee vessels foctwo da汀s.

As noI.t,herly winds pushed mofe ice down

Onto t,he immobile vessels, ice floe富forced

eiI’Wgげunder七he Spar, the I.uddeI’jammed

d t,he ship lost its stee群ng con龍,Ol. Ice

Ont血ued to press into Spar, PuS撞ng the

u耽er upwa.I’d a,nd iIito龍Ie hull of Storis.

Par’s Iogbook I’eCOPded the Scene On批

mi鴫of Jし11y 5O: “田xtreme

S七皿has i七二

a綿ep his賢

membeped

0γeγ

Unable to maneu-

essels so cIose to-

Ci艶rett,e S back

attempted七O

P to keep紐om crush-

reca,lled Loback,

樋びα/杉/

移〔右a宏

粗皿os七20 yea鵬

干a(虹皿むき丸-富e-

day vivid工y. ``One ofthe lesso

Ⅵre learmed教0ng the wa勘is empha,Sized in

t,he notes I kept thpoughout,七he t車P. And

粗at wa,S t,he powe富ofthe whd on the ioe, an

the fact tha七ifyou watche虫it c紬ef閲y you’d

be able to take adva,nt,age Ofthe weathe鼠耽

WOuld ma瓦e綿a lot eas主ep on you a皿d the ves-

Sel, Pa七hep than just, Put龍ng your head down

and ba請e玩鴎your way t,hpough t,he ice. The

We抽選ha a,七impact

14



K血beck I’emeIrfoeped the 2O-degree list,

making請veI’y di斑C山t, tO Wa,lk the Spar,s

decks・ ``I t,hink ifthat happened七O me t,Oday

I’d be veI’y COnCePned, bu七ba,Ck then I ha,d

ma$めe the right at,titude t,hat not血ng can

ha,PPen tO me; nO七址ng is going to ha,PPen t,O

any ofus."

But S七OPis wa,S having problems ofits own.

As it at七empted t,O mOVe Off; ioejammed

St’O血s’ruddep紐s七at 5O degI‘eeS left, then

5 degI’eeS left,. ``We were a,t `a皿stop,,,, said

Loback, ``since the screws wouldn,t七urn oven

One ofthe priv虹eges ofbe血g a, fipst cla,SS

Petty O紐cep on boa,Pd Storis was the chance to

Stand ice wa't,Ch on the st,ePn. Arry time ice got,

t,OO CIose t,9 the pI’OP, yOu’d no龍fy the b血dge

and七hey’d st,OP t,he engine. These wa,もChes

WOuld last for an houp a七a七ime. A11 ofa sud-

den we wer’e St,OPPed and couldn,七use the

SCPeWS, and the puddeps wepe frozen in."

One oft,he grmnets mates appeaned with

dynami七e cha,PgeS and at七emp七ed七O blas七

Storis紐ee. ``I don’t t血iI庇they wepe that

fa皿iliar with七he dynami七e,’’I’emembered Lo-

back, ``because they set t,he charges off qui七e a

WayS from t,he ship - Which we were gpa七e餌

fon’’In七he aftemOOn, RUbacki pecorded in

his ppivate log that the T鵬a,ther had cleared

15

enough for a. m露l plane to delivep coI’PeSPOn-

dence tQ the s龍P. He wrote: “Lucky as I am,

I peceived龍mee le耽eps from m敦wife and one

龍o卑my mOthen Had龍Ie 8-12 watch today,

SO I went, On Wa,七〇h immedia,te取fo皿owing the

movie “Davey Cpockett.’’Ha,d a rm watch,

busもing the Spa,r Out Ofthe ice in which she

WaS S七uck. I leapned wha,七an amazmg e師ec七

t,ide ha,S‘On ice wh皿e chopping out馳Ie Spa,P’’

St,OPis T桐aS nOt able to紐ee hepselfun劇もhe

a,ft,ernOOn OfJ埋y 50.駁ivbac随noted in his

Private log龍Iat he slep七in unt組10OO, SeWed a

PatCh on his shirt and even did a, few exeI‘Cis-

es. So wh皿e七he St,Oris was p血Ched in by ice,

life went on. Nevertheless, discussions t,OOk

Pla,Ce just in case life co山dn’七go on. ``Wさもa岨

ed about tha't’,’’I’emembered ftybacki. ``I t,h血k

We a11 felt that' We WOuld be翻)le to ge七Out,. My

log shows t,ha,t We Were Wa,靴ing for eit,hep the

Wind to s址耽or for’t,he Bupt,On Island七O arPive

and bI’eak us紐ee. I t,hink the concern was

Whethep we would be able t,O break out a,nd go

ea,St,, Which was ouI’mission. We alway調elt

We COuld bI’ea瓦out and I’e七upn west,.”

When Spar, reSt’art,ed her engines and

t’urned hep propellers, the crew felt, a Shimmy

t,hI’Oughou七the steI’n Of龍1e Ship, eVidence of a

bpoken pI’OP REde. L軸p血g慨旗Ou∈貯the pa,Ck
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my cla,SSmate Bmce SoIomon, Who ha,S Since

Pa,SSed aWay; W楓S the othen We went thI.Ough
`to鵬uous’tpat血ng in ordep t,O become qur皿-

fied. Wrme in Seat廿e we went t,O the YMCA for

SC止ba-diving cla,SSeS for one week ! "

Dumng one dive undemea七h Storis to ex-

龍>aCt a SOnar t,ra,nSducep紅om its nest in七he

hull, R87bae虹accident,a叫y scpaped a, hole in

his suit. “It, WaS li]務a, Sha,PP needle. The

WateI’Wa,S 89・5OF. By the time they hois七ed

me on board with the boom, my foot was

numb. "

As for theip ice-bI’ealking methods, Cmdn

Ca融ep peca,lled tha,t, SWinging the Bramb工e’s

buoy cpane ba,Ck a,nd fo址h with a suspended

buoy moo血鴫weight, tO POck the vessel back

a,nd fopt’h was inef持c龍Ve. So was using

expIosives t,O bpea,k a, Pa,th through t,he ice.
“Ybu had to simply wal七for the w血d to shift

and cleap the ice. I七nevep occupred t,O uS

t,ha‘t We WO山d be stuck tneI’e・ Wejust figured

抽Ja't SOOneP OP later th血gs wo山d open up." If

七hey weI’e beset in the ice, the plan wa,S tO uSe

a,n Onboa.pd supply ofplywood to encIose the

house and a,irlift, mOS七Of七he cpew to sa,駐

A skeleton crew would remain behind fo

Winter.

IJeaving Cambridge Ba萌the convc)y OOnも

ued east. The LCVPs con七inued their} WOP

apound七he ice-蝕ユed edges of tiny Apct,i

islands, ferrying men a,nd supplies ashor

for七he cons七PuCtion of aids七O na;viga龍on.

Drilling t,hI’Ough perma,紐os七and pock, CreWS

a,nChored steel bases fop tripod七OWePS t,hat

held na;Viga,憤onal bea,COnS and padar reflec-

tops. Old buoys were repalnt,ed and peset,

and new ones empla,Ced, including one of七h

SPO七WheI’e Stopis touched bo耽Om in Simpso

StI’a,it on Aug. 14.

“I七’s a very shoal body ofwateI)" ftybacki

WPOte in his person粗1og that da拡`As was

experienced by Storis today as we spent, four

houI‘S On a Shoal. St,OI’is wen七agpound.’’A縄(

they且oated free, S七opis complet,ed setting a

SeI’ies of charmel markeps and t,hen escopted

七he t’ask fopce t’hpough七he newly-maPked

c血a皿el.

Some七OWePS needed removal, and one suc

inciden七I’emains in Cmdn Car,teP’s memory to

耽蓮da机“We wepe operating in an area wher,e

t'he fog rolled in very quickly. Our shoI’e

Part’ies ha,d installed many a山miI]皿m toWePS

for na;Vigation, and the Sto血s sen七us baok to

remove one of t血em. I didn’t, hajve a工ry r,a,dan

We sent a, CPeW aShore, t,hey tor,e the tower’

down, Came ba,Ck t,O the ship a皿d by then we

Were about 85-50 miles behind the convoy

Dense fog, nO r,a,dar; SO We jus七StaI’七ed

ging a,Wa机Ybu co皿d look over’the side a,nd

See t,he bott,Om. I don’t think we had mope

than three or foup fee七unde繋職工e keel. S

We mOSeyed along at about七hree knots an

finally caught up, but I ca,n te皿you I

much sleep that nighも."

Duri鴫a皿LCVP depIoymenもfrom

Cmdn Capt,er PeaHzed

OpePa観on狐

CPeW Were I

七he

紐om BrambleもO do scme



find them, t,hen you have a, real ppoblem. We

came VePy CIose once. Ⅵfe put a皿LCVP a‘Shore

to ta,ke down a towep when the fog shut in.

They didn’t, know whepe we were, and since

we didn,七ha;Ve Pada,P We didn,七know whepe

t,hey wepe. It, COuld have been very dicey, but

Suddenly the fog lifted and t,hey found. us. ’’

Other dis七I’aCt,ions could altep t,he d粗ly

rout,me as mrell. Every moming Loba,Ck would

make out the datly position repoI’t,, have the

na所ga,t,Or Sign it, a皿d have it, Peady by 8 a.m・

One mor’ning Loback could not find t,he na;Vi-

gaton He seapched the entiI’e S址p, and且na埋y

found the na,Vigator at the StoI’is’fanta皿,

intentty taking pictures of a polar bear. The

bears would often appea,I’at t,he fanta,il when

七he ship was opepating m heavy pack ice.

ftybacki pecalled the I’Oar Of ic㊦ aJS it’PI’eSSed

down on S七opis when t,he vessel waS anChoped

in Queen Ma,ud Gulf. ``Be血g the OD (0組cep of

the Deck), I七hough七, `I’ve go抗o do some七hing

quick. I don’七know whether t’he a,nChop is go-

ing t,O hold us here.’耽was a龍me for learning

七o do some sign迫Car競ship-ha,ndling, lea,Pning

to peac七quickly to what was going on.’’

On Aug. 15, an MSTS convoy ledlry the

USCGC Bals釦n a耽ived血Queen Ma,ud Gulf,

and for several days the sma11 C6a,St Guard

皿ee七exchanged ma,il and movies while

Bpamble a,nd Spar continued wit,h their aids

to na所gation wo地. A U.S. Na,Vy創m, “Land

and L謡e in the Ar’C龍c,’’ma,de a, humied pa,SS

through. A Coast Gua,r’d ppess pelease of七he

龍me clalmed somewha七unconvincingly that

SuCh “movies vyere good even fop the second

OP t,h王pd t,ime."

After refueling and re-SuPP重ying紐om t,he

MSTS flee七, Ta,Sk Uh此5. l.5 contimed it,S

intensive survey of Simpson Stpatt, Wh皿e

Balsam led i七S COnVOy mOPe than l,OOO m皿es

back to Poin七Bamow OnAug. 25, Spa,P Pan

a,gI’Ound wh遭e surveying Douglas Bay; a,nd

Bpa,mble towed her ffee. The same day; Capt.

Wood ma,de a,n ice recomaissance鮎辞lt紐om

Storis a皿the way to Bellot, St,I’ait a.nd ba,Ck.

“Thepe weI’e a11 soI)t,S Of urmamed islands in

the area,," reca11ed Loback. ``So everybody

Wa,S Put,七ing their own names on them, Or

t,heir w髄e’s name, but I don’t think any of

them evep got recorded. Thepe’s a Loba,ck

Isla,nd up thepe somewhepe.’’

A week lateヰWith t,heiI’hydpogpaphic and

COnS七Puc龍on wopk in Simpson ‘stp狐t, COnClud-

ed, the convoy commenced its Iong-aWaited

七I’anSit of t,he fina1 1eg of七he Nort’hwes七

Passage.
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kind of sa,iled up thepe,’1 I‘emembeped Loba,Ck.

A survey aJPOund the southeast comep of King

W皿iam Island provided a, naViga,tiona,l track

through Ra,e St,Pai七, James Ross Strai七, and

Fpanklin St,I’ait, all the way七O the a,PPrOaChes

of BeⅡ〇七St,融t’. 1w抽ing for七he Ame血can con-

VOy a,t t,he westeI’n a,pPPOa,Ches of Bel10七Stpat七

On t’he moI’ning of Sep七. 5 waS the Ca,nadian

icebI’ea瓦er HMCS La心padoI〕 Which was simi-

1ar in design a,nd consむuction simila,P t,O the

●　-ヽ

b研訪0切倒m;

b研a広o betなeγe.,仁

一乳性aでOlをP角のれCe

U. S. Coa,St, GuaI’d,s Wind-ClaSS icebPeakers.

On Aug. 24, Lat)radoI〕 under the command

Of Capt,. Thoma,S C. Pullen, RCN, ha,d moved

thI`Ough Be110七Stpait紐om east to west,

PreCeded by a. sma,ll sounding boat and t,WO

helicop七eps. Pullen discoveped a, gOOd charmel

in the str’a,it’, With a minimu皿depth of 5O feet.

Use of the s耽ai七WOuld cu七hundreds of miles

Off the usual Nop七hwest Passa,ge POut,e arOund

七he nopt,hepn end of Somepset Island.

For two days after, the Coast Gua,rd cut七ers

me七LabI’a,doI’, eaCh of地e four vessels

OPerat,ed independent助each surveying a,

di節erent, SeC七OP Of七he westem approaches

to BQllot, Stra,it,. When the七hpee Coast Guard
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ⅩPedi龍on did not sink in fop ma,ny yearS.

Ven though the Stopis was gI’eeted in Bos七on

y t,he vice command軸誼ofthe Coast, Guand,

Cap七. Wood was awanded t,he Coa,St Guard

Commendation Medal, and a, SPeCia,11y-

COmmissioned bronze plaque was bol七ed on七o

the vessel t,O COmmemOPa,te七he expedi七ion,

the ma,gI耽ude of七he achievement wa,S nOt

曲調nedia,tely clea,n ``We wepe nevep I’ea皿y t,01d

how signi且cant the expedi龍On Wa,S," remem-

bered Loback. ``It was at)Out 4O years la七eI’

that I peal重y undeI’StOOd wha.t it was we ha.d

accomplished up there.

BI’a工nble moored ba,ck in Mia,m

a,nd when Stopis complet,ed her tra組sit, Of

Pana,ma Camal Zone and pe七upned to Seat耽

1a,t,er t,hat, Same mOnth, One Ofthe Coast

Gua,rd’s most complex and da血ng expe

came tO a quletly success餌COnClusio埠.

くくBeing on a,n OPeration of that sig虹胞ca,

is veI’y muCh like going through da土工y life

Wit’hout being aware that you aI’e living

thI’Ough hist,OPic times," said Rybacki, nOW

a re慨red I’eaP adH血,al, aS he pe血ec七ed



he kept a,joumal ofthe expedition. ``The

Signi且canoe of even七S is genepally lea,med by

PeOPle on peflection, a蹄er, study, a,nd only

the very few obseI’Vant PeOPle who are

especially a;Ware Of t,he events of t’he day ca,n

a,PPreCia,t,e What is going on. Most ofus have

t,O Wait a附hile, ma,七ure a.nd lea,rn a lit七le bit

more. Cept,a,i叫y a young ensign orj.g., ma,I’〇

五ed six months tO a year, CO血d not by a皿y

StI’e七ch of t,he ima,gina,龍On a,PPreCiat,e the

Significa,nCe Oft,his Iong t’Pip we wepe on. But

I cepta,inly gpew t,O a,PPreCia,te i七s significa,nCe

OVer t,he years.’’

The Nopthwest, Passage haS been accom-

Plished ll times by Amepicam vessels, and

lO of these voyages were caI’Pied ou七by U.S.

Coast Guapd vessels, the only Ame血can na,Val

VeSSels t,O do so. Storis, Bramble and SpaI.

WePe the且PSt, Of t,hese lO CoaSt GuaPd cu七t,erS

tO make the jouI’ney through the pa,SSage,

es七ablishing a tradi瞭On七ha,七Wa,S followed by

七he Coa,S七Guard cu七七eps Sta,七en Island (1969),

Polar Sea, (1985, 199O), Pola,P St,a,P (1988,

1989) and He糾y (急OOO, 20O5).



“ナ第e wol最高5

乙ぴCグC 」先高

Bom and ratsed血Tpentori, N.J., Ha.I’Old

Lambept Wood graduated from七he U.S. Coa,St

Guard Academy血New London, Conn., a,nd

論で巌aγり5aれe

a 5a祐イ,

項a卯肋′協動eγSOれ
men七s included chief of opera憤OnS a,nd chief

Of s七a,ff for the 15th Dis咄ct. Upon retiring

紐om the service, Wood wo弦ed a,S an engineer

fop Todd Shipya,rds in Sea,耽le.

∠乙　C 亮擁/了α屈
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WaS COm融ssioned an en簸姐, On‘June 8,

1956・ He served,On a Vah蹄ety ofEas七Coa.s七

CutterS and Feached t,he t,emPOrary ran瓦of

COmmandep duHng the Second Wopld W証(he

a,c址eved it, Perma皿ent,ly on Ap軸15, 1949).

His Coast Gua,rd experiences duping the wap

PPePa,Ped him well for七he 1957 Northwest

Pa'SSaJge eXPedi龍on. From Juユy 194O until

Apr皿1945, he wap a,SSigned as assisもant七O

t’he chief inspecもOr du窮ng the const,I’uC龍On Of

the S七oris in Toledo, Ohio. Aft餌龍Ie COmJnis-

Sioning of Sto虹s, Wood served a,S engineerinさ

O飴cep on S七oris as the icebpeaker en七eI’ed

SerVice on the Gpeenla,nd Pa癌Ol, Fop a, year

a,nd a half, Wood serrved a,S engineering o範CeP

On boapd七he Coast GuaI’d一軸ned a耽&ck

Ca,PgO Ship USS Aqua血us (ARA16) during a

Series of assa,山t landings血the Paci且C in t,he

Kwqjalein isla,nds, Cham, Palau, and鈍Leyte

in the Philippines.

Aftep the wap, Wood served a,S eng血eep血g

O組ceI’On t,he cu耽ep VAchuse耽Out Of Sea胤e,

then as execu龍ve o範Cer On the cuttep Duane

Out, Of Bos七On. A節ep a, headquarter,S tour,

Wbod took command of Sto屯s in Juneau,

Alaska,血cJ‘une 1955, and part,icipa,ted foI’

thI’ee COnSecu龍Ve SummePS in t,he ma,SSive ,

1i塙of consもmct,ion a.nd supply mate瞳als that

SummeP fop七he Dis七a劇Ea劇y W祖ning Li劃e

r場,dar sta龍OnS in the Arc概c.

Some ofWood,s othep Coas七Gua,Pd assi

ZぴCダC

Bo重n in Ⅳeb聡ska in 19窓1,

Carter gra,duated紬om hi(狐

Sin and attended the University of Wisoonsin

befop㊦ gradua,t,ing from the U.S. CoastしGu紺d

Academy and ea,I’ning a,

in 1945. Aftep serrving

憤c on convey escor七du「

AI’gO and attending rad

Sion as賃nsi畠n

OPth Atlan-

○○1 aもHa富va論d

Uhiversity; CapteI’Se珊’ed oh boaJ租the Coast

Gua,rd-mamed troop校’anSPOPt USS General

Geonge M. Ra,ndall (AP輸115) in七he Pac範c.

A牝ep t,he w紺l Ca,耽鎖, SPeCi粗ized in ocean-

OgPap聖y meもeor’OIo盆y a'nd geophysics on

boaI’dもhe cu請ep Tampa dur,ing Intepnat,ional

Ice Pa,trOI cpuises. He批en pepopted to_七he

Soripps Inst請u七e of Oceanogpa,Ph5r in La, Jolla,,

Calif., Where厳studied fop two yea,I’S. Ca融er

I’e七urned to七he GI’a,nd Ba,nks of Newfound-

la,nd七O S七udy ice紐om t,he decks of七he Coast

Guard’s oceanogr’a,Phic cut七er Evergpeen,

SePVed wit,h the ser萌ce’s ocea,nOgr,aPh王c u血t

in Wbods Hole, Mass., a,nd completed a, geO-

PtrySics course at七he Uhivep軸y of Califomia,

at Los Angeles. He a筋ained the pa皿k of

lieu七enan七QOmmander on Aug. 86, 195急.

C劃吋er七hen served tours as executive

O組6er and conmanding o斑CeI’Of龍Ie Patr,OI

Pacifie. DuI’ing this



SerVed in t,he O組Ce Ofthe CaPta,in 。f the Por汚

in Boston, and t,hen eamed a ∞mmission at

the Fo耽MCHenIry Tpa,血ng Sta,慎On in

Bal龍more, Md.門1r’Ough the pematnder of七he

W紬, he served at Captatn of the Pout o緬J3eS血

New YbI’k and San瓦ranCisco.

AfteI’a, POSt-War tOuP aS eXeGu龍Ve O組cer

On七he patrol cut,t,eP Daphne out of Alameda,

Calif. , Cowing sep¥γed in Antwepp, Belg山m,

undep the senioI’mePChant marine de七ail

O組cep supervising the han哩ing a,nd stowa,ge

Of expIosives, Cowing peturned t,O the Unit,ed

S七at,eS and be七Ween Septemめer’1946 and

FebI’uarry 1955 served as o描ceI’-in○○hapge of

lifeboa,七St,a,龍OnS in Ma,SSa,Chuse耽S and

Califorfua. Aft,eP a CO皿sion be七Ween七he USNS

Benevolence a,nd the SS Ma,ry Luchehbach

uI’m皿es west of Golden Gat栓B血dge in Au-

gしISt 195O, Cowmg peceived a commendat,ion

fop supervising the pescue of 179 survivors

紐のm the Benevolence.

Aft,er. bpief七OuPS in Alaska on boapd the

tenders Bit,tenSWeet and Sedge, Cowing t,OOk

COmmand of t,he patrol cuttep Genepal Gr,eene

血Gloucester, Ma,SS., in Appil 1954. Two a,nd

a, ha,lf yeaps la,ter, a綿eI’being promot,ed t,0

1ieutenant, Cowing took coⅡ脚d of Spar

in Dece血beI’1956. The fol10Wing su]mmeI;

Chaples Cowing became the触st commander

C)f an America,n Ship to circumna∇噌a七e the

North A皿erican continent.

しhosted a group of a,CtOI’S

Breman in the role of

ef Pe耽y O飴cep O’Malley - during the

Oduo龍on of the 1954血n ``Sea of Lost,

ゆS;’A綿ep a toup wi壮しthe oceanogI’aphic

at headqua,種もerS (duping which he I‘ePre-

鳴d t,he Coast Gua,Pd at a.n ocea,nOgPa,Phic

WOrking gpoup meeting at the Ocea,nOgPaphiG

工環s悦もuもe at, G6七eborg, Sweden), Car七ep was

a,PPed in Ap咄1957, tO COmma,nd七he cu耽er

r’amble during its Apc七ic mission wit,h t,he

U. S. Na,Vy’s M批tary Sea, Tpanspopta,tion Sep-

Lea;Ving the serVice in the ea.Hy 196Os,

mdr. Cartep wopked as a,n Ocea,nOgraPhep for

七he Chesapea屋e Bay Inst,it,ute Of Johns Hop-

龍ns Unive聴i七y before moving on to t,he St’a,t,e

Of New Ybpk at S七Ony Bpook, WheI’e

e pe七ired in 1985.

圏圏
harles Vinal Cowing was boI’n in Maine

915, and ent,eI’ed. the Coast, Guar’d as an

nlist,ed sup徹nan boatswa,in,s mate in 1956.

t,he Second Wopld Wむ〕 he sepved at

li飴boa.t st,a七ion色in both Malne and Ma,SSa-

Se耽S. Fpom 1941 through 1945, Cowing
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10gistic suppo耽fop sca,耽eI.ed Coa‘St Guard七血e mo圭丸亀耽 ioe-Ship in history,

he Norwegian pola,P explopation vessel Fpam,

a,nd was desi教led t,O餌aめle弧e ship to rise

P and avoid destruct,ion when squeezed by

)e. A胡瓜e憤me of七he 195甲expedi龍on, S七OI’is

産ed a, dozen o組CePS and more tha,n One

undred saiユops.

七〇pis li治s fipst assigned to guard war龍me

nvoys緋ea,ming from Newfoundland t’O

ree孤land. Du細昭t,he summer‾ mOnths of the

eco調旦WoI’ld W洩〕 Sto煎s pa,trOlled七he eaJSt

oa,St of Greenland in sea耽h重a,nd-dest,POy

sicms for wea,七hep s七ations est,ab止shed by

e Germans. To ex七end its I’a,nge, the ice-

br!eaker c弧I’ied a, Seaplane on i七S deck.

n 1948, S七OPis was龍a,nSfemed to the West,

0銃丸, where Juneau, Alaska,, became its

homepopt. During the shor七SummeI’mOnt,hs,

Storis took up a, long七I’adit,ion of Coas七Guapd

esse聴serving on t,he Beping Sea Patpol.

Ca,r,I’ying on boa,rd a fedepal judge, a. doc-

top and a, dentist,龍Ie Cu七teI’became a,且oa,t,-

ing courthouse a,nd clinic. W址le provid血g

e粗thcare and judicial services to the isolat-

ed vi11ages ofthe Aleu憤a,n Islands and as fa‘P

oI’もh as Poin七Ba,I’rOW, Stopis also provided

lo耽皿tPanSmitter s七a七ions and lighもhouse

alike. S七O血s Fetumed to J1mea‘u血mid-fa皿

ta恵e up winteI’SearCh-a,nd-r,eSCue WOPk.

St,Oris joined the U.S. Navy’s M址tar’y Sea

Tra,nSPOPt,a,t,ion Service during its summeI’

OPerat,ions in 1955 and fop several summers

theI’ea,fbep pa,rticipated血七he pe-SuPply of

Dist,a,n七Ea,I’ly Wammg Line sites血the fむ

nopth. At, the same t,ime, Wi七h USS Requi-

Si七e, St’Oris for,med pa,Pt, Of a, uni七that in 1955

bega,n the fi|’St hydrogpaphic surveys血t,he

cent,ral Cana,dian Arct,ic. The 1957 expedition

wit,h Bpamble, Spar a,nd HMCS Labradop wa,S

a continuation a,nd expansion of the sounding

tra,Cks begun by Stopis a.nd Requisi七e in 1955

乱nd 1956.

A綿er the Nopt,hwest Pa.ssage Expedi龍on,

St,Oris I’e七upned七O Alaska whepe she waS

stationed in Kodiak and used for search-and-

pescue and fisheries law enfopcement, Pat,POIs.

In 1986, t,he cuttep’s buoy deck was shor七ened

t,O PrOVide moI’e SPaCe血the int,ePior ofthe

Ship. Even a,龍eI’Spa,P WaS Sunk offthe coast

of NoI’t,h CaI’O虹na t,O becOme an a,Pt,迫cial reef

and Bpamble became a, muSeum in Michigan,



c on龍nued pa,trOlling Alaska wa,teI’S.

November 8OO5, the Coas七Guard

OunCed that Storis would be decommis-

ed in early 20O7. At, the time, Vice Ad血.

ey Johnson, then oommander of t,he

ast Guard’s Pao負fic Apea, Called Stopis ‘`a

ga11amt wor’khouse for七he Coast Guard since

Wdrld Wan H [t,hat] has ea,med a,n honoped

la,Oe in Coa,St Gua,Pd history.’’TIms ended a,

Ong CaPeer> Of mar癌ime sepvice to AmeI’ica, 65

ea,PS a,fter i七bega.n, and ha,lf a, Cen七ury a,節ep

e ou耽er made his七Ory in the Northwest

B警籍霊禦,h。 g。nuS血S
the r’OSe fini]帆Brambles include bla,Ckber-

Pies, loga,nbe辞ies and othep cIose]y I’ela,ted

planもS.

In 1959, When the BuI’ea皿Of Light,houses

became paI’t Ofthe U.S. Coast Guard, it

POught with it’a I’equ血ement, for a, neW a,nd

Sta,ndardized vessel for multiple missions in

the coastal envirorment.冒his need fop a

皿exible woI’k platfopIri with a, la,Pge OPen deck

Plan fop sepvicing aids to naviga,t,ion, COnduct-

ing sea,rch-and-PeSCue and law enforcement,

missions, and bI’ea,龍ng harboI’ice in the

WinteI; 1ed to the design of t,he 18O-foot buoy

tenden

Between 194l a,nd 1945, 59 ofthese s七eeト

hulled vessels wepe built, a,nd all weI’e named

after虹ees, Shpubs and血owers. With a fuel

CaPaCity of 5O,OOO gallons of diesel,七he new

t,enders could steam foI’12,OOO m虹es at their

Cruising speed of l急knots. Loweped to 8.5

knot,S, t,his pange incpea,Sed t,O 17,OOO m血es.

A reinforced bow and ice-St,rengthened wa,七er-

1ine ga,Ve t,he 18Os icebreaking ca,pabi耽y; a

heajvyLlift cra,ne allowed salvage opeI’ations in

a,ddi憤on to a,ids-七O-naViga魁On WOPk; and deck

grlnS a,nd depth charge packs enabled military

OPePa,t,ions.

The vessels ini龍ally used the U.S. Navy

designatlon of VAGL, Which s七ood fop ``auxilia,-

ry vessel, lighthouse te血de重く" Later, in 1965,

the desigrla,t,ion was changed七O WLB, “SeagO-

ing buoy t,enden’’ B〇七h Bpamble a,nd Spar

WePe both紐om七he t,hipd and last, Class - the

Ipis class - Of 180s, a,nd possessed 20 per’Cent,

more engme power tha,n龍Ie Original Cac七us

Olass. A皿but one ofthe 59 18Os wepe bufl七

in Dulu七h, Mirm., by e咄IeP the( Zenith Dpedge

OP七he M甜in

も塊粗ng虹ds尋Q

On班aFC血

七〇 J皿e針u,

pHes and容

the war; Bpam轍e w捻癖

Fpa,nCisco and in the s

feFTed to Hor

もhe Ma富s血a田

t,ion Crosspoa,ds, the

nuclea,P We aPOnS

Bramble pe七urned t,O San Fp

SummeP Of 1947, a,nd was

Jua,n, Puepto Rico, in

engaged in sever’al se

七ions in a,ddi龍on to hep regr11a,P aids-tona

龍On dut,ies. Aft,er foup yeaps in、Puepto Ri(

Bramble hea,ded foI’FIo屯da, Where on Jui

1, 1955, She bepthed m her new homepOI’t,

Of勘皿ami Bea,Ch. It, WaS from七his popt,, With

a complement of six o組ceps and 54 e軸is鴨

men t,hat Bra,mble steamed t,Ojoin Spa

fi|’S七Ieg of the cirmrma融gation of the

nent, a,nd the No競hwest, Passa,ge Expel

On May急6, 195?.

Five years aft,er the expedi龍on, B翻r

Wa,S tranSfepped七O De七POi七t,O Perform se

a,nd-PeSCue, icebpea,king, law enforcemeI

aids -tO-早avigation wopk龍1rOughout the

Lakes. AfteI’1975, the Bpainble operat(

OfPopt Huron amd sepved in重ake煎ie, l

HuI’On and Sa,ginaw Bagr As she had dur

the Nopthwest Passa,ge eXPedition, BI、aⅢ

abi址y七O bpeak ice al10ved her to escop七

Ships七hI’Ough ice and assist ships in disI

Among the many awa,Pds the cu耽ep pece

during hep career were the Dep秘汚men

Transpopta,龍On Gold Med粗, Coas七Gu

Co皿enda親On, Coast Guard MepiもO螺

Unit Commendation, CoasもGuamd

Coa.st Guard Bicente劃nia,l Unit Oo

龍On,

Ⅱ VictoI’y RLbbon, Na,憤On孤De稔

Medal amd the Coas七Guapd A同工

Medal.

Decornr龍ssioned in

an inte欝al pa輔もOft,he Po

which also incIudes七he



輩塞去孟



s整雲鑑定。1iふ。 。。as七
Gua,I’d women’s copps pea,diness t,O COnt,ribute

t,O the war effo玩. I七Stands foI’``Sempep Papa.-

t,uS - AIways Ready:’七he Coa,S七Gua,Pd mott,O.

Spar was bu址at, the MaPine Ipon and Ship-

building Compa,ny in Duluth, Mirm. ; 1a,unChed

On Nov. 2, 1945; and named in honor ofthe

11,000 women who served in t,he U.S. Coast

Guard duping World W毛r II. The Coast Gua,Pd

COm血ussioned SpaI’On June la, 1944. That,

SuI’軸neI〕七he cutter I’ePOI’七ed七O heI’宜pst

homepoI’t Of Bos七on, befoI.e Pelocating t,O

Woods Hole, Mass., On Dec. l, 1946. A耽er

宜ve yea,rS On Cape Cod, SpaI’Wa,S Peloca,もed t,O

Bristol, R.I. It, WaS紐om Bpistol that Spar de-

Pa,I’ted, With six o組CeI’S and 54 enlisted men,

for the Nor七hwes七Pa,SSa,ge eXpedi憤On On May

19, 1957.

AfteI. the Nop七hwest, Passage expedit,ion,

Spar went, On t,O CrOSS t,he At,lautic in 1966

and ret,uPn tO七he AI.Ctic. Off the ooast of

SvaJbard, Nopway, Spap surveyed ocean

topogI’aPhy and 10gged moI’e than 17,OOO

miles while visit,ing po靴S in Iceland, Nopway;

Denma,rk, Germany and Ipeland. In Ap血

1967, Spar changed homepopts七O Boston,

Mass., and then a,ga,in, in March 1975, t,O

Poptland, Maine. From七here, Spar woI’ked

to keep hundreds of a,ids to navigation on

Sta七ion a調1id七he shoa,1 water,S and

unppedic七able weatheI’Of hl.mdreds of

uninhabited islands. Spar’aSSist,ed in the

ma,SSive oil sp田Clea,nuP OPerations aft,eP the

tankep Apgo Mepchant I’a,n a,gI’Ound o鯖C〔狂)e

Cod in 1976. In the winters, like BI’amble on

the Gpeat Lakes, She carI’ied out, icebpeahing

OPePa,t,ions in t,he CaPe Cod Ca,nal and Buz-

Zard’s Ba軌

Spar wa,S decommissioned on Feb. 28, 1997.

Two days shopt, Of hep 60th bipthday,血2OO4,

t,he Nopth CaPOlina State Division of MaI’ine

Fishe血es sank Spa,P 20 miles o前ehope播om

Mopehea,d City a,S an a玩岨cial reef. A new

Spa,I; a 225-ft sea,gOing buoy tender based in

Alaska, WaS COmmissioned m aOOl under七he

command ofLちCmdn Joarma Nunan.






