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Rodney Court Cooperative, Inc., is a six-story L-shaped apartment building 
standing alone on a 150-foot square lot on the southwest corner of Pennsylvania 
Avenue and VanBuren Street. It is located two blocks from the Delaware Avenue 
Historic District, in a commercial-apartment area. The building contains a 
total of 7,500 square feet consisting of the six main floors, plus a social hall 
converted to penthouse apartment located on the flat roof. There are 44 units 
in the building.

A steel frame encased in cinder blocks forms the durable construction of the 
building. Light-colored tapestry bricks set in common bond face the cinder 
blocks. Fenestfa gteel casement multi-paned windows with sweeping J-curved 
handles accent the many windows.

Cast-stone trimmings highlight the central bay section above the marquise, 
featuring classical motifs between floors two and three, three and four, and 
four and five. The top of this bay features an elaborate cast-stone classically- 
styled parapet flanked by large cement urns.

Leading to the front door is a curved variegated marble walk. The front exterior 
and interior double wooden doors have beveled-glass panes. Classical fan-light 
windows rest above both sets of doors. The scalloped marquise with an amber- 
colored textured-glass awning repeats the curve of the fan-light windows of the 
main entrance.

On each side of the curved driveway cast-stone pillars are accented by large 
Tiffany-styled lighting fixtures. They are matched by similiar smaller fixtures 
on either side of the front doors and by the hanging light between the two front 
doors. . , ,

The entrance foyer and the lower half of the lobby walls are finished in tile 
and celio-travertine marble. Celio-travertine marble, with its many pits and 
crevices is by nature slip-resistent and a perfect surface for the six flights 
of the curved stairway and wainscoating. The marble's creamy buff color is 
light, pleasing, and restful, and hardened with time and use.

Flower and scroll designs of cast iron adorn the curved arches of the two 
adjoining sitting rooms off the lobby. A small curved open window with matching 
arch has a full grill of the same intricate cast-iron design.

In one of the sitting rooms hang two Tiffany-styled lights which were expressly 
made for Rodney Court. These Tiffany-styled lighting fixtures are smoked white 
glass and appear to have a hand painted gold design on them.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rodney Court is significant as the last extant luxury apartment built in 
Wilmington before the Great Depression of the 1930's. It is also significant 
as the State's first high-rise apartment building to have elevators. The 
building represents a way of life not found in Wilmington again after the 
Depression. The structure is additionally significant to Wilmington since it 
was designed and built by local firms, may of which still exist in the City.

At the dedication of Rodney Court, in 1928, the EVery Evening hailed the 
building as "ranking with the best of its kind to be found in any city of 
Wilmington's size." The craftsmanship and the attention to detail are 
unsurpassed in any apartment building of that period. The building's classical 
design, blending fine brick and cement-cast motifs, is representative of 
the work of this area's finest craftsmen of the late 1920's. Ninety-five 
percent of the labor on the building was done by Wilmington subcontractors 
and artisans, including such well-known firms as Ernest DiSabatino and Sons 
Company, Speakman Company, and W. D. Shellady, all of which still serve the 
area today.

The building was conceived and carried out largely through the efforts of 
three prominent Wilmingtonians: Judge Daniel 0. Hastings, Car-roll-W. Griffith, 
and Philip J. Carpenter. These three men formed Modern Apartments, Inc., 
and hired Wallace E. Hance, a local architect, to design the structure. 
Mr. Hance also designed the former Warner Theater and Denbigh Hall, an apartment 
building just off the Delaware Avenue. The building contract was awarded to 
VanSant Brothers, a local contracting firm, which "had in Rodney Court its 
biggest commission, and one of the largest private contracts in this City in 
some time."

Although Rodney Court is located adjacent to an area which has many fine old 
apartment buildings, it surpasses all the others in terms of architectural 
detail. Even Denbigh Hall, which was designed by the same architect in 
1932 lacks the classical ornamentation of Rodney Court. The attention to 
detail shown in the selection of lighting fixtures and hardware cannot be 
matched in newer apartment buildings.

When the building was constructed, it housed the amenities necessary to a 
luxury apartment house of the period. There was valet service located in the 
basement, where clothes could be cleaned and pressed. Maid service was also 
available and each apartment kitchen has its own separate entrance for the 
maid or caterer. A fully-equipped kitchen in the basement was available for
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Throughout the apartments, the doors are walnut and their curved handles are 
made of pewter. The original brass knockers are largely still in place, 
though some have been replaced. All apartments have ceramic-tiled kitchen 
floors and tiled wainscoting. The kitchens also contain built-in wooden 
cabinets. Apartment bathrooms have ceramic-tiled floors and walls.

Virtually all of the original detailing of the Rodney Court Apartments 
remains intact. Although some windows have been filled in with air conditioners 
and the social hall is now a penthouse apartment, the character of the 
building remains, reminiscent of the prosperity of the late 1920's.
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special occasions. Located on the roof was a large social hall adjoining a 
roof-top dance floor and roof garden for the use of the tenants. A central 
switchboard operated from the lobby.

Even though the social hall has been converted to penthouse apartment and valet 
and maid service are no longer available, the building itself retains almost 
all of its original character. In the 51 years since its construction, it has 
changed owners several times. The area around it has deteriorated and has 
come back again. But Rodney Court remains, on a prominent corner at the 
entrance to Wilmington, representative of a time when design, material, labor, 
and wealth were combined to produce a show piece of the City.
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