Y/ Lt
FORM A AREA SURVEY Form numbers inthis area Area no.
102-W

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Name of area (ifany) Lincoln & Aritiory

Squares District
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period ca. 1814.3-1935
Photo number

4, Is area uniform (explain):

in style? no (mixed Victorian & 20th c\

in condition? yea (exnell ent)

in type of ownership? no (public 6 priv~ifcg
Rolls 10, 28 o 31 institutional)
inuse?:,.es (institutional)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoriedon Form B.

J. Kapowich, S, 'Ceccacci
ed. 3. R. Pfeiffer
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by
USGS Quadrant
Organization W"orc. Herita,.:*e Pres, Soc.
MHC Photo no.
Date November 1977
(JTH Revised June 1979
(over)



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

Description:

The Lincoln ic Armory Squares District isanirregularly bounded
district consisting of a large concentration of public buildings
grouped around Lincoln Square (Main Street Lincol n Square addreeses)
and the former Arnory Square, now named Weat on Square (Grove,
Sal i sbury and Tuckerman Street addresses). Boundaries of the
district correspond tothe | otlines of included properties.
Contained within the district are (nmoving south to north):

, 2 Main Street: built 181"3-18/4.5
ition 1678 (Stephen Earle, architect);
lding of facade 1898-1399 (Andrews,
nmodern addition at rear (west) of

1. Worcester County Courthouse
(Amm B, Young, architect; add
extensive additions andre-bui
Jaques :; Rantoul, architects);
nineteenth century courthouse.

Occupying a site vjhich has served as t heseat of Wrcesteu. Gaunty
government since thecounty's formation i n1731-1733, the present”
courthouse i s alarge granite structure of predomnantly Geel: Revival
design. The present facade of the building i s symmetrical, containing
a central entry (recessed behind four colums) flanked k. pedimented
end Paw lions, each of which contains twocloums. The southern
pavilion of the facade contains the building's earliest section
161318145 which was built at a cost of $100,000 b\ Horatio Tower
carpenter) and David Wodward (rmson?. Prior tothe 1896-1899
extension of t hefacade, this original Geek Revival syle section

had a temple front supported by si x colums with combined acanthus

and pap-rus capitals, (These colums remain andwere distributed
across the facade i nl1(G98-1899.) Tke south elevation of the orig.inal
structure i s unaltered, consisting of evenly-spaced bays divided by
pilasters which rise t ocaps of tongue and dart moul di ngs.

In 1878, a small additmon of curiously conbined Geek Revival and
m d-Victorian design was added t ot hesouthwest corner of t he 1843
18i|5 courthouse, "Planned toapﬁear as a separate building, but of
style and color t oharnonize with" the original coirthouse, this wng
is rectangular inplanwith rock-facedgranite piers which riseto

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont'd.

early maps, etc.

See page 8 of this form.
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2.

pilasters, which, inturn, support acornice with afrisze of
stylized tri(glyphs. Above the cornice, at the facade, i s alow
p ediment adddate stone. Except for the replacement of dts front
fSoors, this section i s unaltered.

Continued groMh of the county required major expulsion of the
courthouse i n 1898-1899, A design competition was helf i n 1897; one
of the competition's terms was that the existing granite colums be
kePt. Anong the entrants were Lucius W Briggs;, Earle & Pisher;
luller, Delano c Fr6st; George Cl enence, all of Worcester; Robert
Al'len Cook, and Andrews, Jaques & Rantoul of Boston (tov;,homthe
conm ssion was given). Duplicatin? nmany el ements of the 181431815
courthouse, the wirjiing design called for the removal of the court-
house's portico, construction of the present Main Street facadeand
the addition of a copper cresting throughout. At present, the
additions of 1898-1699 remain i noriginal conditiono

2, Worcester Viar Memorial, Lincoln Square: built 21935 (Lucius Briggs
X Frederic G Hirons, architects; C Paul Jennewein, sculptor).
Located onatraffic island i nthe center of Lincoln Square, the
WDSTcester Wr Memorial consists of a circular stone platformuvrith a
flagpole atits center. Theeastern hSLIf of the platform contains

a sem-circular granite bench and wall which bear bas-reliefs and
einscriptions which include the names of the raajor battles of Viorld
War |, This menmorial was dedicated i n iloveraber of 1935* having been
designed andbuilt under the supervision of the Vlorcester Var Menori al
Comm ssi on,

3. VJorcester Boys' Club, Lincoln Square: built 1928-1930 (Frost,
Champer|ain 6 Edwards, architects). TheV/iorcester Boys Club isa
three-storey brick structure of Georgian Revival design. The building's
facade i s concavely curved écorrespondl ng tothe curve of the street
in front of it) andi s divided by lonic pilasters into sixbays of
equal v;idth arranged symmetrically about a s||ghtIY_W|der, center

bay. The facade rises froma basement of dressed |imestoneto a
modi | |ioned cornice andbalustrade at the roof. Themin entry of the
building is framed by an el aborate |imestonesurrourid with consoles
supporting a broken, segmental pedinment. Side elevations resenble the
facade i ntheir finish anddetails. Except for ths front doors, the
Worcester Boys' Club i sinoriginal condition. The clubhouse was

the second built for the Boys' Club which hada menbership of 5>300 i n
1928; the building occupies part of the orig.inal site of the Salisbury
Mansi on (Form 101-0').

(cont,d,)

Staple to Inventory form at botton.
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6, Worcester Historical Society, 39 Slisbury Street: built 1890189l
(Barker ¢ Nourse, architects), mnor addition gwest) 19614., The
Historical Society Building | sa two and one-half storey brick
structure of Romanesque Revival style design. The buildinghas an
asymmetrical plan dom nated by a square-plan four-storey tower, t he
base of which i sopened by granite arches and serves as t heraajor
entry. Decorative trim consists of terracotta tiles, fetained glass,
and original iron railings. Organized i n1875 as the V/iorcester Society
of Antiquity, theViorcester Historical Society was formed t o encoiirage
loc&l antiquarian research andt opreserve historical materials. The

society met i n nenbers' hones and, later, i nrented space until conmpletion
of thepresent structure on land donated t othe society i nl890 by
St ephen Salisbury [I1, Since 1891, thesociety has used 39 Salisbhury

Street as its headquarters.

7« Worcester Monman's Club, 10 Tuckerman Street: built'1902 (Josephine
Viright Chaprman® architect). Illustrated in Araerican Aichitect and
Building liews i n1902, the Worcester Voman's Club was designed by one
bf tKe"'tJiilles States' earliest v;onen architects, whose other designs

stx'ucture vrith neo-classical decorative trim At thebuilding's

.corners arelarge circular bays which flank entries on Salisbury and
Tuckerman Streets, Mich of thebuilding's trira i s of [imestone, including
a Tuscan entry porch and bal ustrade, water table, nmoul ded courses

and lonic capitals (of pilasters). Other trim includes a copper cornice,
ressed metal panels with decorative wreaths, and splayed w ndow

intels. The buildingi scurrently i noriginal condition, except for

the removal of a foof-line balustrade,

Tiie Viorcester Moraan's Club was formed i n1880, following a two-day
observance of theThirtieth National VWnan's Rights Convention, heM

in Vliorcester i n1850. "At thebeginning the work of thecluB vras
divided among commttees on literature, history, art, science, work
and education, and social entertainment." Interests of theclub

included t hepromotion of industrial training i n public schools
through t heestablishraent of trade schools, theestablishment of
public kindergartens, and other social causes of the day. Duringthe
period of theclub's greatest activity, merabership was limted to 750.
As with other indtitutions i nthearea, thel ot onwhich the Voman's
Club -stands was donated t ot hegroup by Stephen Salisbury I,

(cont'd,)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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8. Worcester Industrial Technical In3tit;xte, 2 Gove Street:built 1909,
1916- 191? (Frost, Brig?s ‘u Chamberlain, architects), additions t osouth
vrall 19i|0s-1960s, Built i ntwo stages from a plan ﬂrepared i n 1909,
the Worcester Industrial Tecionical Institute i sa three-storey brick
building with a symetrical facade facing Gove Street (west). The
facade 1 sdom nated by a central pavilion of five bays' width with
a center-entry set inalimestone surround. Flanking thecenter section
are wings (three-bays vridej of slightly lox"er height. Thefacadei s
banded by |imestone courses and moul di ngs, andi s decorated with
stucco and brick panels. Most decorative trimis sinple and derived
from Beaux Arts designs. Thebasic structure of t heschool is unaltered,
although al | sash and doors have been replaced i nthe m d-twentieth
century,

t'ounded by tke city in 1908, this school was V/iorcester's first trade
school. Efforts tofound such a school were |ed by M lton Higgins,
a teacher andindustrialist, vrho cane t oV/iorcestei inthe |860s,to
establish the V/ashburn Shdsps at Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(Form 102-L), Higgins, whowas a founder of t heliorton Conpany and
other important local industries, travelled extensively i nthe early
twentieth century t opronote the founding of trade schools. I n
February 1910, thefirst section of t heschool (the northern three
bays andConcord Street side of t hepresent structure)was opened;

i mmedi ately successful, t heschool was doubled i nsize by the 1916-
1917 which vras built by the school's students, with $25, 000 of t he
construction costs donated by theestate of Hilton Higgins, Mre
recent additions t ot heschool stand as nearly separate structures
south of theoriginal school building.

9. V/iorcester national Guard Avjtiory, 4L Salisbury Street: built
1 889-1890 H'tiller u Delano, architects), addition torear (north)
1907 (Fuller a Del ano, architects). TheWrcester Armory i s a
four-storey brick structure of syrametrical plan, consistingof
head house facing V/heaton Square (formerly Arno.ry Square), a dril
shed andthree-storey rear wing. Containing thebuilding' s raajor
Roraanesque Revival style elements, the head house rises from a plinth
of rock-faced granite ashlar toa corbelledcornice arid solid parapet.
At each end of t hefacade i sa serai-octagonal corner bay, whileat

the facade's center i s a conplex, five-storey pavilion contiiniri

a broad entry arch (first storey), semi-circuiar bays (fourth an
fifth stories) and a central square tower Lfifth storey). Originally
this central tower rose slightly higher; otherwi se, the building

IS

inoriginal condition.

The i/ational Guard Arnory vras built toreplace theearlier Valdo Street
Armory (1870s) which ~ d devel oped structural flaws by the raid-|380s.
Upon completion, the newarmory was occupied by Conpanies A, Ca H

of theFirst Field Artillery of the Massachusetts militia. V/ith

Staple t olnventory form at bottom (cont'd,)
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the approach of Wo.rld WAr |, organi zational changes were nade i n
state and federal mlitary arrangements x>hich resultedin the purchase
of thearnory by the Cormonweal th of Massachusetts from i tsoriginal
owner, the City of V/iorcester, The size, fine details and prom nent
location of the V/iorcester Arnory raake i t an important |ocal |andmark.

10. Horth High School, ii.6 Salisbury Street: built 1889 (i'"iller & Del ano,
architects), wing added 1916 (John T. Sinpson, architect). The North
Hi gh School i sraadeup of two structures, the aarlier cf which is a

t-tb and one-half storey brick school building of Romanesque Revival
design. Located at t heeastern end of the present high school, this
earlrer structure i soutstanding foi" i tsfour-storey, octa?onal tovrer
and arched entry, both of which aretrinraed with elabosately-carved
sandstone. Among t hefinest J)ublic buildings of i tsperiod, this
earlier building was designed as a grammar school, as which i t served
until 1911 when i tvras converted t oNorth High School.

Al'though additional space was needed from the time of t he school's
founding, i twas not until 1915-1916 that North Hi gh School was

enl arged. Added at this tirae was the building' swestern section,

a synmraetrical three-stroey building af Classical Revival design.

Maj or features of t&B 1915-1916 wing areitstriple entires surmounted
by concoles, balconies andbalustrades, as \-Tell as i t s decorative
brick panels, tri-partite windows and |imestone trim  Both sections
of North High School reraainunaltered.

11, Viorcester Art Miseura, 55 Salisbury Street: built 1897 (Stephen
Earle, architect), addition 1921, present facade 1933 ( WIlliara

Al drich, architect), major addition torear (south) 1970 (Architects!
Col l aborative). he V-Zorcester Art Miseiimis a conplest structure,
built i nvarious stages, of which the 1897 building (nowlargely
obscured by additions) and the 1933 facade aret he raost significant
in respect tothelincoln andArnmory Squares District. The present
facade B of classical design faced i ndressed |imestoae. Arranged
symmetrically, the facade has a first storey (treated as a basenent)
with three entries at itscenter and endpavilions; the upper floors
are framed by two-storey conposite pilasters which support an
entablature and cornice. Set behind the 1933wing, the high hip
roof, cornice with roundels and the upper walls of the original
rauseximbuil ding arevisible.

The V/iorcester Art Miuseumwas founded i n 1896 by Stephen Salisbury I,
who nade an original foundin? gift of one acre of land on Salishury
Street (present site) anda fund of $100,000, half of which wast o

pay for the building, theother half wats t oestablish an endow aent.
Later, i nl1897, Salisbury gave additional land and a private subscription
raised an additional $50,000 for the nuseum The cornerstone of

Staple tolnventory form at bottom (cont'd.)
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the original buildingwas laid on June 2 1897 and the building
formally opened on May 10, 1898. 1 n189 the Miseuin founded a
school of painting and drawi ng which existed in varaos |ocations
(including Salisbury's former house) until theconstruction of the
nusemu's 1970 wi ng.

Significance:

n and Arnmory Squares occupy a |locationwhich has been inmportant
he mtr's devel opraent since theseventeenth century when mills
established north of Lincoln Square and a wooden fort was raain-
ed inrouglily thesarae area. Although no buildings i nthearea
-date 1814.3, influences of theeighteenth-century remain i n the

e of the Worcester County Courthouse, part of which was donated

t he county bﬁ/ Judge Wl I1am Jennison i n1732 as an incentiveto
place t hecourthouse here. More wi despread i nitseffectswasthe
purchase of land north and west of Lincoln Square aroinmd 1770 by

St ephen Salisbury |, Salisbury's mercantile susaess and subsequent
purchases of land i nthearea ( a course flool wed b%/ his son, Stephen
1) gave thefami |y ownership of virtuall?/ al | of the property around
Armory Square, Beginning with tIBI88i|. sale of land totte Central
Church, Stephen Salisbury Il brought abcut much of thearea' s buildings
by sale and by donation of land and raoneyt ot he V/iorcester Historical
Scoiety (1890), the Viorcester Art Miseuiu (1897-1898%, and t he
Vlorcester Monman's Club (1902), It i salso likely that Salisbury II|
provided thelots for the V-/orcester A ,nory (1889) and for the first
portion of theNorth High School (1889). Inthetwentieth century,
t>e estate of Stephen Salisbury |11, which passed t othe V/iorcester

Art Miseura, raade | and available for additional institutions by
protiding sites for the V/oeester Boys' Club (1928), the V/iorcester

Viar Meracrial (1935) and the V/iorcester Mar Menmorial Auditorium

(1931) which stands on thesite of Salisbury's orchar. Although

devel opment of t hearea never seens t o have been planned, t he

early presence i nthis district of thecntoty courthouse and, later,
the Americaji Antiquarian Society (demolished{ seens t o have influenced
fStephen Salisbury |1l under whose guidaxice nush of thedistrict took
orm

Li ncol
|

55T

c
t
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o

e
t
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At present, Lincoln and Arnory (nowV/ heaton) Squares contain
Vliorcester's densest concentration of public buildings, one which
contains major local exanples of Roraanesque Revival, Geek Revival,
Classical Revival and Georgian Revival styles of architecture.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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American Architect i"Building News. Vol. 14, 10/12/1878, p. Vviii

' (Worcester County Courthouse); Vol. 59, 1/15/1898, p. 21;, plates
following 1151 (V/orcester Coiinty Courthouse); Vol. 78, 12/27/1902,
p. 103, plate 1ii09 (photo—V/orc. Vioreen»s Club).

Chapraan, E.M, In Meraoriara: Daniel Merriman. Oct. 27, 1912 (Central Chxirch)

CutlEy,V. Waldo"! First 100 Years of Central Church.

Dedication Booklet of V/orcester Memorial Auditorium. V/orcester Public
Library,

Engineering Record. Vol. 56, 10/12/1907, p. 58 (bldg. notice for addition
to i'Mat'l Guard Arraory); Vol. 35, 10/20/1897, p. 352 (bldg. notice-
Worcester Apt Museura); Vol. 36, 11/6/1897, p. 505 (bldg. notice--
V/orc, Cty. Com'thouse).

Engineering & Building Hegerd. Vol. 19, 5/v889, p. 308 (bldg. notice
North High School); Vol 19, 2/23/2889, p. xi (bldg. notice--
Cutting £ Bishop, builders. National Guard Armory); Vol. 22,
6/21/1890, p. ij-o (bldg, notice—W"orc. Historical Society).

Nutt, Charles. History of V/orcester. Vol. 1, pp. 380-390 (V/orc, Cty.
Courthouse); Vol. 11l ,p. 671 (Nat'l Guard Armory); p.716, 719-720
(North High School); pp. 770-772 (photo of V/orcester Historical
Scodety); pp. 783-786 (photo—Worc. Art Museura); pp. 803-806
(Central Church); pp, 952-951; (photo— Worc. V/oraen's Club).

Rice, P. Dictionary of V/orcester and Its Vicinity, p. 9 (Nat'l Guard
Ayjuory).

Sanitary Engineer, Vol 9, 2/21/1881;, p. 293 (Central Church);

Vol. 9, 3/17/1081;, p. k8i; (Central Church).

Stevens, C.E. Worcester Churches 1719-1889, pp. 26-32.

The Story of Central Church in Worcester. n"960 - no author).

Sundlay Telegram, May 20, 1931, Nov. 1, 7931, "Art Mussum Supplement,”
April 117 1948 (V/orcester Art Museum); August 17, 1975, section D, p.
1 (Worc. V/oman's Club)

Worcester Art Museura Annual Report, 1899, pp. 17-23.

Worcester Boys Club, Architects' plans and elevations.

V/oPcester Commercial Magazine, Vol, 1, no. 9, Jan. 1893, p. 332
(illustrations--V/iorc® Historical Society); Vol ,1 no. 10,

Feb. 1893, p. 361 (photo—Natl'1l Guard Arraory).

Worcester Evening Gazette, July 31, 1901,obituary of Jaraes Fuller of
ftiller & Delano (North High School),

Vliorcester Historical Society. Local Organizations File (fund-raising
paraphlets, 1928--V/orc. Boysf Club; V/iorcester Moraan's Cl ub);

Bi ographical File (Vorc, Meraorial Auditorium); Photograph Collection
(photos of bldg, at various stages of construction, alsoarchitect's
plans and specs-Worc. Histcrical Society; Nat'l Guard AMory).

Worcester Magazi ne. Vol 14, no. 5, Nov. 1902, pp. 157-162 (article and
illustration, Worc. Vman's Cl ub).

Worcester Var Meraorial Comm ssion. Wbrcester War Meraorial Miurals
by Leon Ilroll. Worcester; Comonweal th Press, '1941 (illus.).

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Property

V/orcester County
Courthouse

VI orcester Boys' Club

V/orcester Var
Memori al Auditorium

Central Church

Worcester Historical

Soci ety

Viorcester V/oraan's
Club

Wbr cest er

ster Industrial
Techinical

[nstitute

National Guard Arnory

North Hi gh School

V/orcester Art Museura

Staple to

Assessor's Data

Book 2, p. 29
Lot 8--63,318 sq. ft,

Book 1, p. It
Lot 1].--150,281; sq. f t .

Book 2, p. 36
Lot 1--105,311; sq. ft.

Book 2, p. 36
Lot 10—35,688 sq. ft.

Book 2, p. 36
Lot 115— 12,882 sq. ft,
Lot 120—18,315 sq. ft.

Book 2, p. 36

Lot 119--12,193 sq. ft .

Book 1, p. 1
Lot 1--57,01;6 sq. ft.

Book 1, p. IB
Lot 20--36,836 sq. ft,

Book 1, p. 13
Lot [;0--71;,275 sq. ft,

Book 2, p. 36

Lots 96, 97, 98, 100
110, 11

137,337 sq. ft.

Inventory form at

Present Ovmer

Vlorcester Coun,ty
Worcester County
Cour t house

2 Main Street
V/orcester, Mass, 01608

Vlorcester Boys' Club
Lincol n Square
Wor cester, Mass, 01 608

City of Vliorcester

Central Church Religious
Corp of,V/iorcester

6 Institute Rd,
Vlorcester, Mass. 01609

V/ or cest er
Miuseum
39 Salisbury Street

Worcester, Mass. 01609

Hi storical

Homecorp, |nc.
119 Main St,
V/orcester, Mass. 01608

City of V/orcester

Commonwealth of Mass,

City of Worcester

V/orcester Art Museuiu
55 Salisbury St.
V/orcester, Mass, 01609

bottOm
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304
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ld 80000554 LI 03/05/1980 M\ VWr cester Institutional District

01 Mre

Nane Institutional District

Addr ess Properties on Lincoln and Weaton Squares and on Sal i shury
and Tuckernan Sts.

City \Wr cest er Vicinity Restrict

State  MSSACHEETTS County Wércester

Status LISTED | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER Dat e 03/ 05/ 1980

Day45 Resource Type D SIRCT Acr eage 16.0

Mul tiple Wr cester NRA

Contributing bldg 10 Site 0O Strc 1 o) O Total 11

Noncontributing bldg O Site 0 Strc 0 O Total 0
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