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AREA FCm NO.

DavisY 135

Tom  Somerviiie MRA

Address ™ Day Street

Historic Nare R.A. Knight / Eugene

L acount

Use: Present resi dence
Origincd residence

DESCR PTI ON

Dat e ca. 1870

Source  Mp Research

Style Second Enpire

Architect uni cnovm

Exterior wall Fabric A apboard

Qut bui | di ngs Gazebo at rear

Myor Alterations (with dates) None

QCH di tion Excel | ent

Mved no Dat e n/ a

Acreage Less than one acre.

Setting The nomnated property i s |ocated
near conmercial Davis Sguare, in an area

now densely built with multi-famly houses
and apartnent bl ocks.

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg

Qrgani zaticn Massachusetts Historical CGonm
Dat e My |Hi



NATI ONA_ REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

34 Day Street retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association. The property is significant as an intact Second
Empire-style cottage; the style was a popular choice among Sommerville
builders for both modest and pretentious residences following the Civil War.
The house fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on
the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SOIIFICAHCE Describe in*rtant architectural features and evaluate in term
other buildings within the oconnunity.

34 Day Street, built ca. 1870,is a 1 1/2-story two-bay mansard cottage with
spring eaves and recessed, segmental-arched dormers. The ample side yard
suggests how the grounds of similar houses may have originally appeared.
Notable features include polygonal bays, at front and side cornice window
lintels and sill inset dormers, and a flat-roofed entrance porch with sawn
ornament.

HISIDRICAL SCAHCANCE Explain the role owne's played in local or state history and howv
building relates to the devdogpment of the comnunity.

A lengthy, detailed autobiography by Eugene Le Count, a later occupant of
the house, was acquired for the research file from the current (1*84) owner,
and describes Le Count's experiences as an enlisted man during the Civil War.
Little is known about the history of this modest single-family residence.
After the Civil War, Davis Square, serviced by a horse railway and then by
steam rail, grew rapidly as a residential and commercial area. The Day
estate, which adjoined Massachusetts Avenue, was subdivided in 1867. The
mansard cottage was a popular choice for builders in Davis Square area during
the 1860s and 1870s. Eugene LeCount, the house's second owner, served as an
enlisted man during the Civil "War and left a detailed autobiography, now in
possession of the building's present resident.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Hopkins, G M Atlas of the Gty of Somerviiie, 1874.
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