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AREA FCm NO. 

Davis Sq 135 

Town Somerviiie MRA 

Address 54 Day Street 

Historic Name R.A. Kn igh t / Eugene 

Lacount 

Use: Present residence 

Origincd residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1870 

Source Map Research 

Style Second Empire 

Architect unicnovm 

Exterior wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings Gazebo at rear 

Major Alterations (with dates) None 

See atta'ched assessor's map. 

Z E N  

DTM REFERENCE 19 - 325/180 - 4695/610 

•SGS QOADRANGLE Boston Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

CCHidition Excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The nominated property is located  

near commercial Davis Square, in an area 

now densely built with multi-family houses 

and apartment blocks. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Qrganizaticn Massachusetts Historical Comm. 

Date May IQSfi 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

34 Day Street re ta ins i n t e g r i t y o f l oca t i on , design, mater ia ls , workmanship, 
fee l i ng and associat ion. The property is s i g n i f i c a n t as an in tac t Second 
Empire-style cottage; the s ty le was a popular choice among Sommerville 
bui lders fo r both modest and pretent ious residences fo l lowing the C i v i l War. 
The house f u l f i l l s Cr i te r ion C of the National Register of H is to r i c Places on 
the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOIIFICAHCE Describe in^^rtant architectural features and evaluate in term 
other buildings within the oonnunity. 

34 Day St reet , b u i l t ca. 1870, is a 1 1/2-story two-bay mansard cottage wi th 
spring eaves and recessed, segmental-arched dormers. The ample side yard 
suggests how the grounds of s imi lar houses may have o r i g i n a l l y appeared. 
Notable features include polygonal bays, at f r on t and side cornice window 
l i n t e l s and s i l l inset dormers, and a f l a t - r oo fed entrance porch wi th sawn 
ornament. 

HIS-IDRICAL SIC»IFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

A lengthy, deta i led autobiography by Eugene Le Count, a la ter occupant of 
the house, was acquired fo r the research f i l e from the current (1*^84) owner, 
and describes Le Count's experiences as an en l is ted man during the C i v i l War. 
L i t t l e is known about the h is tory o f th i s modest s ing le- fami ly residence. 
Af ter the C i v i l War, Davis Square, serviced by a horse rai lway and then by 
steam r a i l , grew rap id l y as a res iden t ia l and commercial area. The Day 
estate, which adjoined Massachusetts Avenue, was subdivided in 1867. The 
mansard cottage was a popular choice fo r bui lders in Davis Square area during 
the 1860s and 1870s. Eugene LeCount, the house's second owner, served as an 
enl is ted man during the C i v i l "War and l e f t a deta i led autobiography, now in 
possession of the bu i ld ing ' s present res ident . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874. 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Knight, R. A.—Eugene Lacount House 
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STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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9 ^ 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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