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The Roberts Hotel is a U-shaped brick building which was built in three stages. 
The structure is eight bays wide. The three bays to the right were built in 
1892; the three central bays in 1915; and the left two bays in the 1920's. In 
each section a round arch rises from the brick cornice.

All openings have segmental arches above them except the 1920's first story 
door and windows. All windows, except the 1920 f s plate glass, are double hung 
sash.

The 1892 structure holds the hotel lobby. A second-story door once led to 
a balcony, which was removed prior to the erection of the 1915 addition. The 
1920 f s addition houses a bar on the first floor.

There have been no exterior alterations, or additions, except for a coat of 
red ppint.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roberts Hotel is significant as one of the oldest and largest buildings remaining 
in Roberts, following the Teton dam flood of 1976.

Built in 1892 by politician Martin Patrie, the chairman of the Bingham County 
Republican Central Committee and later the Republican party's state chairman, 'he hotel 
was frequented by such east Idaho politicians as Fred Dubois and George Shoup, and many 
important political decisions were made here, including the formation of the Silver 
Republican party, 1896.

In 1903, Patrie died and in 1905 his widow sold the hotel to W. J. N. Adams, who 
renamed it the Adams hotel. It became known as the Roberts Hotel in 1910 when the 
Cornell family purchased it. In 1912 R. R. Skinner bought the property and in 1915 
built the addition and renamed it the American Hotel. Before his death in 1926, he 
had the third wing added.

The hotel has always been a center for social as well as political activity in 
Roberts. As such it is a local landmark and one of the major historic structures in 
downtown Roberts.

The building is experiencing structural difficulties as a result of the 1976 
flood, and is in need of an immediate stabilization project.
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