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Historic Nare Johnson-Thompson House

U Present
Original

dwelling

dwelling

DECRIPTION

Date circa 1750

Source structural analysis

Style Early Ceorgi an
Architect

Exterior Hall Fabric cedar shingle (197t

unknown

Outbuildings two-story garage/bam/”~c

Mga Alterations (with dates) Kitchen &

shed added,1837; two rooms above
kitchen added, 1916.

Condition Good

Moel No Date

Aceage 1.25 acres X(c-Col0
Setting Rural, on | owhill overlooking

valley t ot hesouthwest.

Recorded by Carol Sly, Bettina Cooper
Qrgani zation W nchester Historical CGonm

Cate 1/79; revised by H Wite 10/ 87
Formerly: 15 Ridge Street



NAT O REG STER GRHER A STATENENT {1 f appl i cabl ) -, :

The Johnson- Thonpson House i s of major inportance as theearliest extan
structure i n Wnchester, with a constructiondate of circa 1750. |t i sfur-
ther notable for itsassociations with theJohnson and Thonpson famlies,
promnent i n local affairs (Wbum then Wnchester) from thetime of the
earliest settlement. The house has renmai ned under the ownership of the
descendants of theoriginal occupant for over 270 years. Therefore t he
.l}lphtnson-Trlgcl)rrpson House neets Criteria A and Cof theNational Register of

istoric Places.

VIZH TECTURAL SGNHOMWNE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in*enns of
other buildingswthin the conmunity. X :

The Johnson- Thonpson House i s conservative i nsize and design? it shigh,
narrow profile and small dinmensions typify dwellings of themd eighteenth
century. The Johnson- Thonpson house denonstrates thetransition from
Colonial t o Georgian buildi n? practices. Alarge framed opening i nt he center
of thecellar indicatestheformer location of a massive central chi rme%/, whi ch
was |ater elimnated, and replaced by twin rear wall chimeys. The central
three-run stair follows thew nding Colonial plan; despite themd eighteenth
century date, this earlier type of stair would still have been enployedi n
outlying locations beyond Boston.

The house i s characterized by simplicity, and |ike nmost houses of its

time which still survive, i tisfound I nanoutlying locality where tastes viere
sinple and budgets limted. As innost CGeorgian vemacul ar buildings,
(inspired by English versions of the (continued)

HSIQRGL. SAGNHCOWNE Explain the role owners played inlocal or state history and howthe
bui lding relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity. < A

The history of the Johnson- Thonpson House has been carefiill
by the R,;esent owner, Ral ph Mead Thonpson, a descendant of theo
pant . . Thonpson has i nhis possession deeds, letters, and ot
vihich relate thehistory of thehouse and it solccuPajlts. | naddi
Thonpson, who i s ninety-two years of age at this time, has writ
history of his famly and the area. _

~ Although sone of the docunents i nthepossession of the ower, and deeds
on file at theMddlesex Registry of Deeds refer t oa house at this location
as early as 1711 or 1713t thepreéesent house ﬂresents no physical evidence that
could support a date earlier than 1750. The house referred toi nthe deeds of
1711 and 1713 was said t o have been built by WIIliamJohnson, a Medford ship-
wright, or his son Josiah Johnson 3rd,a housewight. The |and on whicht he
house stood vns sold t o Wh Johnson by Isaac Cole and WWh Pratt in 1673, part
of a land grant by Charlestovm

y reconstmcted
riginal occu-
her docunents
tion, M.

ten a vol um nous

A deed of 1713 (MD-17-21) from Josiah Johnson, "...Hiusbandnman, to hi s
nephew Wh Johnson...grants hi ma right-of-way..." from present-day Canbridge
Street to"...Apple Tree Hill," and I trefers toJosiah's "new dwelling house."

This i sthefirst specific reference toa building onthis site. Josiah Johnson
(1669-1739) was t he seventh child of Itojor Wh Johnson and Esther Wswall.

Maj or Johnson was eminent i nthemilitary and political |ife of early VWbum
and t he Massachusetts Bay Col ony. (continued)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE continued,

Italian Rennaissance), facades were symmetrical, w ndows were double
hung, and the eaves were boxed to form a Classical comi ce.

Only tvio W nchester houses built during the eighteenth century-
survive: the Gardner-Swan House (circa 1764, ff22) at 89 Canbri dge
Street, and the Johnson- Thonpson House (circa 1750, #4), The
Johns on- Thonpson House vias huilt for a prosperous farmer; its Early
Georgian design i s tj*pical of farmhouses i n M ddlesex County dating
frcm the pre-Revolutionary period, viith i tsganbrel roof, projecting
boxed eaves, and projecting com ce.

The Johjison-Thonpson House retains considerable original and
early naterial.on the interior. | tfollows a tv;o-room central hall
plan, v/iith a central three-run stair. Famly tradition states
that the roomon the right vias built first, with the left-hand room
added at a later date. This vias a common building practice,
to .'ex-cand a one-room end- chimey dv/elling into a tv/o-room central

chimey house. | f this was the case i n the Johnson-Thonpson House,
it would nean that the mamin downstairs roomoriginally served for
cooking as well as for living, a true "hall" in the Medieval (and

Col onial) sense.

‘There are two roons on the second floor, and an attic under the
gambrel roof. The kitchen el lis knov/n to have been added, along
with a shed in 1837. At that time the roof was extended to form
a salt-box profile. A fireplace opening into the kitchenvias |ater
bricked over, although a wood-bum ng stove i s presently fused into

this flue. In 1916 the shed vias moved to another location on the
Eererty where i tstill stands. At that time upstairs roons were
uilt over the kitchen. The enclosed entrance vestibule my be

original.

The fram ng nembers are not nmassive, and the summer beans and
comer posts are encased. The joists have been plastered over; v/alls
and ceilings are also plastered. Wndow and door frames are flush
viith the plaster. ceiling heights are approxi mately seven feet.

Fromthe cellar, the v/iidth of the early floorboards can be
seen: sone are nearly three feet v/iide, each cut from the center of
a great tree. Looking at them explains vihy the earliest nane of
this section of V/iinchester was Pine Mountain, According to the
present ov/iner, when the roof shingles were removed circa 1978,
tvienty-tvio inch v/iide, bark-covered shingles were reveal ed underneath.
At the sane time (circa 1978) the clapboards viere moved, and
replaced with "Shingles. This exposed three-by-fol-inchred oak
studs, and mortise-and-tenon jointgg On the comer ts. The oymer
believes that the present paired bl /indov@ on the facade

conti nuec

A Staple to Inventor ot
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H STCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE continued,

Major W IliamJohnson was t he Wobum Tovm Clerk for 16 years, a nenber
of the General Court, and tv/ice an Assistant tothe Govenor. Johnson
vias renoved from this office during theregime of Sir Ednund Andres,
who Vv/as sent t o New England by King James | |t o subjugate the col on%/' S
i ndependent tendencies. Wile Andres remained i nMssachusetts, Johnson
was a nenber of the "Coizncil for the Safety of The People," v/hich
opﬁosed King Janmes's policies. Wen Andres was deposed i nl689,
Johnson was reinstated as an Assistant tothe Govenor.

Maj or Johnson was a wealthy man for t hetimes; he owned nine
hundred acres of land, nuch of | tinpresent-day Burlington, formerly
a part of Wobum  Major Johnson's house stood on present-day
Canbridge Street, near theintersection with WIldwod Street. A
nunber of his descendants continued tolive i nthevicinity.

The second ovner of t he house v/as Josi ah Johnson 4th, (.1710-1784),

the third child of Josiah 3rd. Josiah 4t hwas a lavryer and
practiced farmng as well. He inherited a part of theland i n 1739,
and bought the share of his brother Giles i nl743 (MD 79-460). Josiah4th
was a Captain during the RevolutionaryVar.

Josi ah 5'fch acquired t hehouse from his father, and served as a
sergeant i nthemilitary during the Revolutionary Var, under hi s
father's comrand.

Levi and Ezeki el Johnson inherited thefarm fromtheir father,
Josiah 5th. Ezekiel built thehouse at 202 Ridge Street (1821) at
the time of his marriage. Levi continued tolive i nthehouse at
201 Ridge Street. The brothers were wheelwrights, and continuedto
farm theland jointly. Levi v/asalso a road surveyor for thetovm

of Wbbum

In 1858 t heproperty passed tothe ThorTFson fam |y, through
the marriage of Timothy Thonpson (of Maine) t o Caroline Johnson. 1 nl13870
at thetime of Caroline's death, Timothy married her sister Elizabeth,
who agreed tothemrriage so that theproperty mght remain i n her
famly. 1 n1881, the Johnson propertypassed to Timothy's son, V/iilliam
Levi Thonpson (1859-1954).

The present owner, Ral ph Mead Thonobson, a son of Vm Levi Thonpson,
assunmed thetitle totheproperty i n1977, ann? with a $10, 000 rmrtgage.
In 1966, Ralph M Thonpson was forced tosell off nearly all thelan
surrounding the house, i norder topay thetaxes levied when t hetown
began a policy of 100~ valuation on real estate.

Staple tolnventory form at bottoin
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE continued,
are the type that have alv/ays been used,

The cellar v/indov/s contain early sash frame (the only early sash
frame in the house), with ten-and-one-half inch by tv/enty-tv/o-and
one-half inch lights, an tincommon dimension. The bases of the

tv/in rear-v/all chimneys are supported on brick piers with a cross
girt. The foundation consists of five feet of fieldstone topped
by tv/o feet of brick, suggesting that the house v/as later raised

on its foundation. The cross-beams have been braced by posts
v/hich are sections of trees

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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