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1. Name of Property
historic name Farnum's Gate Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number [Viain Street and Blackstone Street N/A not for publication
city or town Blackstone _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027  zip code 01504

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this/*nomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
j*K"meets « does not meet, th* National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide ,0Clocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

signature of certifying officiai’Tiie  Judfth B. McDonough, Executive Director
sssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereoy certify that this property is: rnnnttne of the Ka, Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the X
National Register Entered i n the
+ See continuation sheet. National Register
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

__ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwellings
EDUCATION: school

RELIGION: religious facility, church related residence

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MID 19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival

EARLY 20TH CENTURY: Colonial Revival, Classical

Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
27 4 buildings
sites
structures
objects
28 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwellings
COMMERCE/TRADE: professional
RELIGION: religious facility

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation STONE: granite, CONCRETE

walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingle
BRICK, ASPHALT, SYNTHETIC: vinyl

roof STONE: slate, ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Farnum's Gate Higtoric Didtrict, located a the mogt prominent intersection in Blackstone Village
with the Town's only traffic light, includes twenty-seven contributing buildingsand one contributing
dructure. Together these historic resources located next to the Blackstone River comprise a district of
subgtantia residences, homes of some of Blackstong's mid-nineteenth century indugtrialists.

Blackstone is located in the southern mogt part of Worcester County on the Rhode Idand border and is
one of twenty towns of the Blackstone Valey in Massachusetts and Rhode Idand. The Village of
Blackgtone is a the southern edge of the ten and one-half square mile town and the Farnum Gate
Historic District which borders the Blackstone River is lessthan ahaf mile from the Rhode Idand
bordering towns of Woonsocket and Smithfield.

The small district of twenty-three lotswithin the Village of Blackstone is bounded by rocky ledge on
the northern edge of the properties on the north sde of Main Street, by the Blackstone River on the
south, and by property boundaries on the eest and west & which point there are changes in property
syle and integrity which are not consgtent with the district.

The Farnum's Gate District is linear, dong Main Strest with one property having a Blackstone Strest
address on the corner of Blackstone and Main Stregts. On the south Sde of Main Street, S Paul's
Street formsthe eegtern digtrict boundary and is a crossing of the Blackstone River where We come
Fanum crossed from his mills to his home a 61 Main Street, hence the name Farnum's Geate.

The properties dong the north Sde of Main Street, eest of Blackstone Street, have a uniform satback
which is degper than other parts of Main Street.  There are eight resdences included in this strestscape
between Blackstone Street and the eest boundary of the digtrict. All are located gpproximately thirty-
five feet from the roadway while other properties inthe district west of Blackstone Strest and on the
south 9de of Main Strest maintain only aten foot sethack.  Didtrict boundaries follow property lines
including the 17 acre lot of the Blackstone High School which includes the 1920 building, 1938
wings, and mid-twentieth century rear ell as well as some parking and a playground.

All of the contributing residentid properties date from the 1830s to the 1890s and are representative of
the homes of progperous industridists. Severd of the residences have assodiated outbuildings - sheds
or bams - which gppeer to have been built inthe 1800s. Those lots on the north side of Main Street
display some subgtantid and picturesgue trees while there islittle or no vegetation on the lots south of
Main Strest which dope to and are bordered by the river.

Buildings in this district generdly are two stories in height and of wood construction with clapboard
shegthing. Six buildings have synthetic siding and three are covered with agphdt shingles. One
resdential and two non-residentiad contributing buildings, the Blackstone High Schoal and the
Federated Church, are congructed of brick and the single structure in the district is a gonearch
bridge.

(continued)
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Mogt resdences date from the late Federd to the early Industrial Period with Greek Revival as the
mog prevdent style. There are a few examples of late nineteenth century Italianate architecture and
the two twentieth century ingtitutional buildings display Colonid and Classicad Revivd detail.

The only intrusion in the smdl linear digtrict isthe one-gtory mini-mall a 63-65 Main Stret built in
1982. Thiswas the dte of the 1865 Waterford School, demolished in 1968. There are three small
garages which are non-contributing due to their congtruction date, however, they are consgtent in
massing and style with adjacent properties.

The area of this amdll district was part of the original 150 acre holdings of Wdcome and Darius
Farnum whose mills were on the opposite sde of the Blackstone River in an areawhich wascdled
Waterford by the 1850s The Farnum family resdences were built on the north side of the River.
The rocky ledge area behind the properties on the north sde of Main Strest was the edge of Farnum's
land and was bordered by Gaskill property which extended north dong both sdes of Blackstone
Stret.  The contributing buildings, all north of the River, are described below.

Residentid Buildings

Ore of the earliest extant buildingsin the district isthe Wedcome Farnum House (ca. 1835, 61 Main
Street, Map #8/01, Photogrgph # 1) which digplays Federd Style architecture. The two and one-half
gory gable roof brick building hes saven bays on the main facade and a distinguished elliptical
fanlight over the main center entrance. The house, now ussd as office goace, hes two tall cgpped
chimneys piercing the doped roof and two pediment dormers.

On the oppodite sde of Main Stret isthe Mosss Farnum House (ca 1835, 60 Main Street, Map
#7/39, Photograph # 2) built for Wecome Farnum's brother.  The two and one-hdf story Gresk
Revivd dwelling hes clgpboard sheathing, templar gable endswith full returns, and a center entrance
door with full sddightsand a Gresk Reviva open portico which is evident on the 1879 Birds Eye
View of Blackstone Village.

The Josgph Southwick House (ca. 1837, 58 Main Street, Map #7/40, Photograph # 3) is one of the
bes locd examples of a Gresk Reviva house with a late nineteenth century Quean Anne wragp porch
with projecting polygonal turret comer. Also shesthed in wood dagpboards thefive-bay dwelling hes
full retums inthe gable ends a canter entrance with flanking wide Gresk Revivd pilasters and full
side-lights, and atwo-story reer €ll integrated into the roof line of the main block.

Ore other example of high style Gresk Reviva architecture isthe Estus Lamb House (1843-1846, 52-
54 Main Stregt, Map #7/41, Photograph #3) which hes atemplar gable front pediment supported by
monumentd fluted columns and atwo-story Sde ell. The sde hall entrance hes leeded fanlight and
siddlights, recessed pandled pilasters with a sunburst design and a wide entablature and projecting

(continued)
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molded lintel. There is an excdlent Gresk Reviva bam with octagond cupola which gopearsto be of
the same period as the house

Also on the north sde of Main Srest are two other five-bay Gresk Reviva dwelings of the 1840sto
1850. The Danid Claop House (ca 1845, 62 Main Stregt, Map #8/02, Photograph # 2) is similar to
the neighboring property of 60 Main Stret. It digolays a vemacular form of Gresk Revival
architecture with pandled pilagters on thefive-bayfacade. The full length porch supported by fluted
columns is depicted on the Bird's Eye View referred to above dso. The house hes been somewhat
dtered with the application of synthetic siding. Of similar style and massing is the Ellis Albee House
(ca 1850, 48-50 Main Street, Map #7/42) which gppearsto have bean built as atwo-family due to the
location of windows in the gable endsto accommodate the stairhall of the sde hall entries in eech end
bay of the main facade. This house was on the same ot as 52-54 Main Stregt until well into the
twentieth century.

Buih inthe mid 1800s and subgtantiadly dtered isthe Maxcy W. Burlingame House (ca. 1847, 64-66
Main Stret, Map #7/37, Photographs # 2 and 4), better known s the Daniel Whedock Housefor
owner from 1860. It is one of the only examples of Second Empire architecture in Blackstone. The
house is athree-gory, six-bay, two-family dwelling with Itaianate detail in the heavy bracketed
cornice.

Also on the north Sde of Main Strest are two modest gable front Gresk Revivd dwelings, the
William CassHouse (ca 1845, 68 Main Strest, Map #7/36, Photograph # 4) and the William Sturdy
House (ca. 1845, 2 Blackstone Street, Map #7/34, Photogrgph # 4). The former is a smple three-bay
dde hal entry plan while the Sturdy House hes a center entrance on the wide two-story gable front.

Other smple gable front dwellings, abeit substantidly atered, include the two Gaskill Houses (ca
1845, 76 and 78 Main Stregt, Map #9/02 and 9/03, Phatograph #5), located between the Federated
Church (formerly the Mendon Freewill Baptist Church of Christ) and Fox Brook.

Two of the earliest housssin the digtrict are the Dan Hill House (ca 1840, 73 Main Street, Map
#3/04[a]. Photograph # 6) and the Elbridge C. Cook House (ca. 1845, 75 Main Street, Map #8/04][c].
Photograph # 6 - dso known by the name of Elijah Newell-mid 1850s). The Cook House is one of
only afewfive-bayGresk Revival cottages in the Cgoe Cod tradition. A common building formin
other towns Blackstone hes very few except in East Blackstone Village. The house retains a center
hall plan, twin chimneys and awell defined door surround with dde lightsand a degp entablature.
The Dan Hill House underwent subgtantid Itdianate changes in the late nineteenth century.

On the south dde of Main Stregt are three large gable-front dwellings, similar to other properties
farther west on Main Strest. The H. Allen House (ca 1845, 79 Main Stret, Map #8/05, Photograph #
6) displays afive-baycenter hall plan with articulated comice and retums. The monumenta portico
of

(continued)
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the William Saunders House (ca. 1850, 81 Main Stret, Map #8/06, Photograph # 7) isone of only a
few highly devdoped Gresk Reviva gable front facadeswith monumental columns supporting the
templar pediment. The tgpered columns and pilagters are pandled andfirst-storywindowsare full
length. Of alater date isthe Bemard Hove House (ca. 1875, 83 Main Stregt, Map #8/07, Photograph
# 7). The Itdianate dwelling displays a bracketed comice, pandled pilasters and a two-story square
projecting side bay. According to desd and map reseerch thiswas a one-story ca. 1845 dwelling
which was subgtantidly rebuilt and enlarged by 1879.

Remaining dwellings on the north sde of Main Sreat include the plain Gresk Reviva gable roof
James McKeon House (ca. 1864, 8 Main Strest, Map #9/17, Photograph # 8), and three ca 1890
gable front dwellings, the James Cooney House (90 Main Street, Map #9/28, Photograph # 8) and the
James Maguire House (92 Main Stret, Map #9/29), and the H. F. Sayles House (96 Main Street, Map
# 9/30). The three late nineteenth century gable frontsretain integrity of design and display bracketed
comices, pared windowswith projectinglintels, and wrap porches. The middle ong, 92 Main Stregt
hes more detailed trim reminiscent of the Queen Anne style. The Maguireand Sayles Housss (92 and
96 Main Street) were pat of the same lot until the late 1900s and display identical plans.

Ingtitutional Buildings

The Fanum's Gae District hes two important twentieth century ingtitutional buildings. Built in 1920
is the Blackstone High Schoal (86 Main Street, Map #9/18, Photographs # 7 and 8). The three-gtory
brick building hes a sevenbay centrd section with five-bay projecting flanking wings. The minimal
detail is reminiscent of the Classicd Revivd Style. On the comer of Main and Blackstone Streddsis
the Federated Church (74 Main Stregt, Map #9/01, Photographs # 7) buih in 1928 to replace the 1841
wood frame Baptist Church which bumed in 1927. The presant building is congructed of brick in a
modified Gothic Reviva Style. The pointed arched windows, the three sde gables and the pargpeted
gable front ae plain in detail.

Stmcture

The only contributing structure in the district isthe Fox Brook Bridge (ca. 1829, Main Street, Map #
912, Photograph # 5) just west of Blackstone Street.  The sone arch bridge is a sngle-span, dry-laid
bridge of granite and hesfiel dstonegpandrd wallsand abutments.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric dtes are currently known in the Farnum's Gate Higtoric Didtrict or inthe generd
area (within one mile), it is possble that dte are present.  Locationa characterigtics of the property
including the areals dose proximity to wetland resources, good soil drainage and level to moderately
doping land surfaces neer wetlands indicate favorable conditions for Native American subsstence and
sttlement activities. Major wetlands abutting the district include the Blackstone River which would

(continued)
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have been an important trangportation route. The district dso include the lows portions of Fox Brook
a its confluence with the Blackgstone River, afactor which enhancesthe favorability of this area for
prehistoric settlement.  The Blackstone River and possibly Fox Brook would have dso contained
anadromons fish runs of sdmon, shed and dewives which were important to Native American
economies.  Historic period devdopment and the presence of ledge throughout the district have
probably effected potentia prehistoric resources to an unknown degree. Residential and civic
congruction have impacted mog of the district. In addition, in arees where ledge is doseto the
aurface, prehistoric deposits may be concentrated in shdlow soils lying above the ledge. Given the
above information and the sze of the district (9.64 acres) a modarae potentia exists for the recovery
of significant prehistoric survivals.

There is a high potentia for significant historic period resources on the property. Mot historic period
gmctures associated with the deveopment of the digtrict survive with two notable exceptions.
Structura survivals may still remain from the 1841 Mendon Freewill Baptist Church of Christ
congructed a the corner of Main and Blackgtone Stregts and destroyed by fire in 1928. A new brick
church was condructed laer that year & 74 Main Strest.  Structural survivas may dso exist from the
Waterford Schoadl built by Wdcome Farnum in 1865 on Main Street opposite Blackstone Street. The
school, possibly the mogt significant loss in the district, was demolished in 1968 dructurd remans
may aso survive from outbuilding (sheds, bams) assodated with the homes dong Main Street.

Seveard resdences in the district gppear to incdlude associated outbuildings which were reportedly  built
in the 1800s In spite of this, numerous resdences have no extant assodiated outbuildings or have
garages which pogt date have congtmction indicating the potentid for outbuildings. Archaeologica
features may ds0 survive assodiated with the ca 1829 Fox Cresk Bridge or the 1770 cart path which
preceded Main Street. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survive in the
district, however, they are probably limited to trash depodts sheat refuse pattem and possibly privies.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. IVlaior Bibliographical References

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1829 - 1945

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

X Local government

_University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Blackstone Historical Commission
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 9.64 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 290330 4654770 3. 19 290180 4654840
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 290200 4654860 4,19 290170 4654850
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
Gretchen G. Schuler, Preservation Consultant for the Blackstone Historical Commission
nameftitle  with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1995
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard , tdephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Klaps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple

street & number tdephone

aty ortoan state Zip coce

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, andto amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Famum's Gate Historic Didtrict isawell presarved example of a smdl collection of substantia

IOHAH

resdences on Main Street and two ingtitutiona buildingsarticulating the development of thisimportant

mill town on the Blackstone River. The district is important for its associaion with the deveopers of

the Waterford mills, Wdcome and Darius Farnum. Residentid properties range from the brick Federd

syle Welcome Farnum House to many Gresk Revival buildings of wood congtruction to severd

Itdianate dwellings. The two indtitutional buildings are twentieth century revivalsin brick. The smdl
collection of buildings represent the continuum of growth and devdopment of this linear town village

in the southern part of Blackstone. Only one intrusion is found on the dte of the former Waterford

Schoal replaced by an 1982 one-gtory mini-mall of wood congtruction with a faux-brick facade. The
Farnum's Gate District isafoca point when entering the village from the north on Blackstone Street
and from the eet on Main Strest.  The Didtrict retains integrity of location, setting, design, materids,

workmanship, feeling, and association and ftilfills CriteriaA and C, with loca significance.

Incorporated as atown in 1845, Blackgone initially was a settlement of Mendon, a 1667 grant to
Mosss Payne and Peter Brackett of Braintree. By 1766 one-quarter of the origina land grant

sparated from the First Precinct and was known as the South Parish or South Precinct of Mendon. In

1917 Millville sgparated from Blackstone forming the presant town boundaries.

The topography and water resources of Mendon's South Parish drew early sattlers to the good

agricultural conditions which led to the early need of forges and grist mills, hence the beginning of the

industrial development, primary to the evolution of Blackstone. Upland aress were suitable pagture
lands and good for raising grain crops.  Iron ore neer Mill River led to the establishment of an eaxrly
forge in 1716 and grist mill by 1753 inthe area now known as Eadt Blackstone.

Early cotton mills sorang up in four locations on Eagt Blackstone's Mill River and Quick Stream and

in severd locations in Blackstone Village. Those in Blackstone Village grew a a fagter rate in part
due to the water source and amount of power which could be generated and in part due to the
trangportation routes, the Cand and later the railroads. In 1804 the Blackstone Manufacturing

Company purchased itsfirst land on both sdes of the Blackstone River and built the first dam near the
location of today's Rolling Dam a the west end of Blackstone Village. By 1809 the first carding and

spinning mill was congtructed and by 1820 there was a marked shift in the overal economy of
Mendon's South Precinct with the population of South Mendon (Blackstone in 1845) increasing
subgtantialy due to the influx of mill workers.

The arrival of Welcome and Darius Fanum in 1825 wes pivotd in the establishment of Waterford -
the area of Blackstone south of the river, acrossthe &. Paul's Bridge which isthe former Famum'’s

Gae - and the Famum's Gate Historic District. The Famums, from Uxbridge, in 1825 built a satinet

(continued)
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mill, the Red Mill (Mill #3) on the site of Blackstone's Municipal Building. The second mill, the
Green Mill (Mill #2), was congructed in 1828 on Mill Strest & the Rhode Idand border. By 1835 the
Farnums had condructed their largest mill, the Mammoth Mill (Mill #1), acrossthe border in North
Smithfield, Rhode Idand.

The catdyst for much of the growth was the constmction of the Blackstone Cand which functioned
from 1828 to 1848. Improved trangportation provided by the Cand between Worcester and
Providence and improved water power via power cands (head and tail races) led to this rapid growth
and sucoess of Blackstone's textile mills and the subgtantid investments of Welcome and Darius D.
Famum in the area

The 1848 closing of the Cand was in part due to the advant of the railroad and in part due to the
reduced reliability of water levels of the Cand causad by the power cands built to generate power a
individual mill dtes. The ProvidenceWorcester Railroad, laid in 1847, had a depot a the Blackstone
Manufacturing Company. In 1849 the Norfolk Railroad (later the Boston and New York Centrd
Railroad), with afinancia commitment from Wecome Farnum, was congructed and by 1850 there
was the Waterford Depot.

Wedcome Famum (1796-1874) and his brother, Darius (1798-1845) were sonsof Maoses and Rachd
Famum of Uxbridge. They had built amill in South Uxbridge with their father and following the
failure of that mill had moved to Rhode Idand. Welcome wes oversser a Sater's Mill and hed
atempted to establish amill in Woonsocket prior to coming to Blackstone in 1825,

For the second quarter of the ningteenth century Wecome Farnum's investments in the community
were subgtantiad and varied. Famum owned mogt of the land included in the present Famum's Gate
Didtrict and the area known as Waterford, south of the river and acoessed by the . Paul's Street
bridge which marks the former cow crossing known as Famum's Gate. One of the mogt influential
persons in the development of the textile town. Wedcome Farnum, in addition to congtruction of mills
and workers housing, hdped to financethe Cand (1828), the Norfolk Railroad (1849), the Waterford
Dan (1856 - later cdled the Saranac Dam), the Blackstone Block (1849), the Freewill Baptist Church
(1841), &. Paul's Church (1850), and the Waterford School (1865).

When Famum subdivided and sold house lots dong Main Street he maintained rights and eesamants
over the properties to repair and use pipes, to maintain accessto and use the water, and to take ledge
gones Each dead ds0 had a "spirits' restriction which gated that one could not "sdll or kegpfor
purposss of sde ardent spirits or fermented liquors' on the property subject to forfeiting the property
to the grantor.

(continued)
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At the cow crossng, known as Farnum's Gate, the Wdcome Famum House (ca. 1835, 61 Main Stre<,
Map #8/01) was condructed. Main Stret, which had been laid out in 1770 as a smple cart path
connecting the early village area with Woonsocket Rhode Idand led to Blackstone Stregt to the north.
In 1829 Main Streat had been extended over Fox Brook viathe ca 1829 bridge west to Mendon Street
and the New City devdopment of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. Wecome Farnum's
holdings extended on both Sdes of Main Stregt from the River to the ledge north of Main Strest
bordering Gaskill property. The west boundary of Famum's land on the north sde of Main was
Blackstone Strest and on the south sde extended westerly to Monument Sguare where he built the
Blackstone Block (1849) and the Saranac Dam (1856).

The ca 1835 dates for construction of the first housssdong Main Sregt coincide with the
devdopment of the cotton warp mill (1828) and the Mammoth Mill (1835) a prosgperous time for
Welcome and Darius D. Famum. Wecome and Darius Farnum's brother, Mases Famum, built his
house & 60 Main Street (Map #7/39) by 1837 according the Josgph Southwick's desd for his houselot
a 58 Main Stregt (Map #7/40). Although Wedcome Farnum did not transfer 60 Main Street - one acre
with buildings- until 1846, the 1837 dead of Josgph Southwick gatesthat the adjacent land is
occupied by Mosss Famum. Each of these desds d o allowed the new owners, Mases Farnum and
Joseph Southwick to use the water from the fountain neer to and connected to the Waterford Hotel,
farther west on Main Street, as long as Wdoome Famum's house and the hotel were supplied first.

Mosss Famum (1802-1871) was cashier for the Worcester County Bank incorporated in 1849 and
partialy owned by his brother, Wecome Famum, Silas Kimball, the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company agent, and Dan Hill, a lawyer who lived & 73 Main Strest (Map #8/04A) in thedistrict.
Mosss Farnum dso sarved as Town Tressurer for twelve years between 1854 and 1871. Farnum's
widow, Lucy, sold the family houseto Dr. George E. Bullard who was a locd physician as well as
Town Clerk and Sdectman in the 1860s

The Egtus Lamb House a& 52-54 Main Strest (Map #7/41) weas built between 1843 and 1845 by the
brother-in-law of Wdcome Famum. Esus Lamb, who was a machinist, had married the Famums
dder, Lucy, in 1842 and purchesed the house lot from Wedcome Famum in 1843, The samerights
and retrictions regarding use of water and repair of pipes and sde of ardent spirits were included in
the deed.

Also living in the Famum's Gate District and mentioned above was Dan Hill, a lawyer who was a
close assodate of Wecome Famum in many of his red edate transactions including properties in
Monument Square. Hill dso sarved in severd locd pods such es Sdectman (1847-1849), Oversesr of
the Poor (1847-1848), State Representaive and State Sendtor.

(continued)
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At leegt two residences gopear to be subgtantialy changed from the time of construction. At 66 Main
Street (Map #7/37) the Maxcy W. Burlingame House was the home of the Freewill Baptist minister
from before 1847 to 1860 when it was purchasad by Danid Whedock, alocd resident of high profile
who saved in the House of Representatives in 1885 and waas involved in many locd busnessss In all
likelihood the Sscond Empire changes occurred during Whedl ock's ownership which continued
throughout the nineteenth century.

Dead research indicates that there was a one-gtory dwelling & 83 Main Street (Map #8/07) from before
1847 when it was the resdence of Danid Gunn, shoemaker. The first timethat the property is
described in adesd as atwo and one-hdf story dwelling houseis in 1892 when the property
transferred from Sareh Hoye (wife of Bemard) to James E. McCabe. However the 1879 Birdseye
View shows atwo and one-haf gtory dwelling with Sde projecting bays as it exigs today, thus the
Itdianate changes or rebuilding did occur when owned by Bernard and Sarah Hoye before 1879.

Sevard houses in the district were owned and occupied by locd merchants in the late nineteenth
century. Lawrence Boylan who lived inthe Dan Hill House & 73 Main Strest (Map #8/04) had a
grocery and hardware gore on Cand Strest neer Monument Square. James McCebe lived & 83 Main
Street (Map #8/07) and was proprietor of the smal market on the comer of Main Srest and First
Avenue.

Modest development on the north side of Main Strest west of Blackstone Stregt is attributed to mid
nineteenth century resdent Albert Gaskill who probably built the two modest (dtered) gable front
buildings next to the church inthe early 1850s perhgpsto leeseto locd mill workers. Later they
were owned by George Crodand (1859) and Thomas Cambell (1867). On the west Sde of the High
School are three later dwellings. At 90 Main Strest (Map #9/28) is a dwelling built ca 1890 and
owned by James Cooney who with hiswife, Mary, had come from Irdland and owned the Cooney
Fam a 55 Blackstone Strest where their son Dan Cooney built his home inca 1910 in front of bams
and icehouses. The other two gable front dwellings & 92 Main Street (Map #9/29) and 96 Main Strest
(Map # 9/30) were owned by James Maguire, and H.F. Sayles respectivdy. In the early twentieth
century 96 Main Strest was the home of James S McCooey, dentist.

It is important to note the number of people of Irish descent owning and/or living in these properties
dong Main Street.  The influx of Irish immigrantswas inthe mid 1850s to work in the textile mills.
Famum's mills were in the area known as Waterford named after the homdand of many of these
immigrants. By the late ningteenth and early twentieth centuries many descendants of the early mill
workers hed risen to positions of locd power and established their own busnesses as merchants and
professonas.

(continued)
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The north sde of Main Strest hed nearly no devdopment west of Main Street with the exception of
the Mendon Freewill Baptist Church of Christ's first medtinghouse congructed in 1841 and destroyed
by fire in 1928. The church had been organized in 1822 when enough people lived in Blackstone
Village to form their own congregation sgparate from the Mendon Center church.  The congregation
met in members homes until 1836 a which time they used the newly congtructed Blackstone
Congregationa Church built by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company on the Common a Mendon
and School Streets. In 1841 the Baptist congregation moved to their own wood gable front
medtinghouse built on this comer lot of Main and Blackstone Streets 1n 1845 when Blackstone
sparated from Mendon it was renamed Freewill Baptist Church of Waterford. The first pastor was
Maxcy W. Burlingame who lived & 66 Main Strest (Map #7/37) dso within the district. 1n 1927 the
1841 building was destroyed by fire and the new brick church (74 Main Stregt, Map #9/01) was
congructed in 1928. It hes sarved as a medting place for many loca civic groups includingthe
Women's Missionary Society, the Ladies Aid Society and the Guild for Men's and Boys Clubs.
Presently it isthe Federated Church of Blackstone. It should be noted that Welcome Famum was a
subgtantia financial supporter of the church inits early years

Throughout the ningteenth century the Blackstone schoals were divided into district village schools
which dowly faded as large schoals were built by the manufacturing companies. Farnum had buih the
Waterford Schoal in 1865 which was located on Main Street opposite Blackstone Street until its
demoalition in 1968. The Blackstone Manufacturing Company hed built the New City School on
Butler Stregt in 1855 and the High School on Mendon Street in 1868. These three schools
accommodated students of Blackstone in addition to some remaining village schools. In 1920 anew
High School was built & 86 Main Strest (Map #9/18) a which time the Mendon Street High School
was renamed the Grammar School. This marked the centraization of education, the adoption of a
graded dassroom plan, and the closing of many of the digtrict schools dthough not all until 1941. In
1938 the two-story brick High School on Main Street was expanded by the additions of flanking
projecting wings to accommodate 300 students. The building functioned as a high school until 1970
and & an dementary school until 1992, Presently it is owned by the Town and usad by public groups
including a non-profit daycare

Change in this small district hes been minimal. The mogt significant losswas the Waterford Schooal,
the dite of which isthe location of the only non-contributing property, except three garages in the
Famum Gate Historic District.

Today this small district a Blackstone's main intersection retains strong architectura integrity which
conveys the mid-nineteenth century successof locd indudtridists. It isthe best presarved residentia
section of Blackstone with dightly more daboratdy designed properties than found in other aress of
Blackstone with the exception of three contiguous properties on Mendon Street.  Although bordered by
the river the once strong connection with the river is no longer a prevaent theme and one isonly
peripherdly aware of the river behind properties on the south sde of Main Street.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Blackstone are poorly understood, any surviving sites could
be significant. Prehigtoric dtesinthis area can contribute to a grester understanding of Native
American sattlement and subsgtence within the Blackstone River drainage, particularly in atransitiona
zone batween the coagtd lowlands and Worcester Plaeau uplands. Potentid Sites in the district may
contain vauable information on the importance of upland Stes dong tributaries of that drainege
sysem. Native American settlement in this areamay focus on larger Stes dong the Blackstone River,
possibly a the confluence of tributary rivergsreams or a fal lines. These dtesintown may be
rdated to larger sStesand/or core arees dong lower portions of the Blackstone River towards
Nanagansett Bay to the south or towards the lower reeches of the Charles or Neponset Rivers to the
northeest. Prehigoric dtesin this area may contain information which indicates the loca and regiond
socio/political impact of native socid groups in these drainages and possibly how these relationships
changed through time. This data could test commonly held bdiefs pertaining to riverine drainege
sttlement hypotheses.

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia for providing detailed information
on the socid, cultural, and economic patternsthat characterized 19%th and 20th century life ina
neighborhood which included the homes of Blackstone's more prominent mid-nineteenth century
indugtridists. Archaeologica testing can determine if survivas reman from the 1866 Waterford
School and 1841 Mendon Freewill Baptist Church of Chrigt, both important civic and religions
components in the community. Detailed andyss of archaeologicd featuresrdated to these Structures
can document land use pattems around the gdructures and provide details on the community members
who used them. This anadyss could possibly contribute information on the extent to which the
presence of children of progperous industridists a& the Waterford School may have influenced
educational methods or schoals activities as compared to more working dass neighborhood schools.
At the Mendon freewill Baptist Church of Chrigt, an andyds of structura remains and rated
archaeologicd features could provide specific details on the church parishoners and the extant to which
they compared with other similar religions faiths in the region. Evidence may dso exist which
indicates the extent to which the church was influenced by the digtricts progperous economic standing.
Structura remains of outbuildings rdated to the districts extant residentia buildings can further
document activities which occurred on the properties and how these activities may have varied within
the community bessd on economic datus Detaled andyss of any occupationd rdated features a
aound residentia structures can provide direct indghts into the lives of Blackstongs prominent
industrial. Careful excavation and recording of archaeologicd features around the Fox Cresk Bridge
abatements can contribute to our knowledge of engineering techniques rdated to early 19th century
bridge congruction. Similar sudies of cross-section samples of the early Main Streat cart path can
indicate the extent to which these early roadways were modified, if a all, from the natura landscepe.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References (cont.)

Point Zone Eagting Nort hi ng

E 19 290080 4654840
G 19 290000 4654860
H 19 290000 4654820
\ 19 289950 4654810
J 19 289960 4654770
K 19 290020 4654780
L 19 290040 4654710
M 19 290230 4654730
N 19 290250 4654740
O 19 290290 4654720

Verbal Boundary Description

The Fanum's Gate Historic District boundaries follow property lines and are included on Blackstone
AsssorsPas 7, 8and 9. Beginning a the northesst corner of the district (Plat 7) the district
boundaries follows the northern boundaries for lots 42 to 37, part of the west boundary of lot 37, the
north boundary of lots 36 and 34 and the northwest boundary of lot 34 to Blackstone Street. The
District boundary crosses Blackstone Strest and on Plat 9 it includes the north boundaries of lots 1, 2,
and 3 & which point it arosses Fox Brook and tuming northerly pardlds the Brook to the north
boundary of Lot 18, to the west boundary of the samelot. The District boundary continues dong
Ausgtin Stret tuming west a the north boundary for lots 28 , 29, and 30 and turns south to pardld the
west boundary of Lot 30 to Main Stregt a which point the digtrict boundary tums eest dong Main
Strest. On Pla 8 the District boundary continues to the northwest comer of Lot 7 (83 Main Stret)
oppodite Augtin Stregt & which point it tums south and runs dong the west sde of Lot 7 to the
Blackstone River. The District boundary then turns eest and pardlds the River and the southem
boundaries of the Lots 7to 1. At . Paul's Street the District Boundary tums northeest to Main
Strest and eest dong Main Stregt and the southem edge of Lots 40 to 42 on Plat 7. The eestem most
edge of the Didtrict isthe eestem lot line of Lot 42 (50 Main Street) extending from Main Street to
the northeest comer of the District which isthe same as the northeast comer of Lot 42.

See atached Town of Blackstone assessor's plat mgos#7, 8 & 9.

(continued)
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Boundary Justification

The Digtrict boundaries clearly follow lot lines of properties which together are representative of the
nineteenth century residentid area which articulates the devdopment of the mill town aong the
Blackstone River. The northem lot lines for the mog part are lined with ledge and obviousvisual
boundaries and the southem district boundary pardlds the Blacksone River, another obvious visua
boundary. There is a definite change in property styles and integrity on the east and west District
boundaries.  Thus the smdl Famum's Gate Higtoric District of twenty-three lots is visualy cohesive
and architecturaly and higtorically connected.

(end)
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FARNUM'S GATE HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPH DESCRIPTION SHEET
1 Wedcome Famum House 61 Main Street, looking south, southeedt.
2. 64-66, 62, 60, 58 Main Street, looking north, northeedt.
3. 52-54, 58, 60 Main Street, looking west, northwest.
4. 2 Blackstone Street, 68, 64-66, 62 Main Street, looking north, northeedt.
5. Main Sret Stone Arch Bridge over Fox Brook, looking north.
6. 73R, 73, 75, 79, 81, 8 Main Strest, looking south, southwest.
7. North and south Sdesof Main Street, looking eest -North Side - 8 (High Schoal), 82, 87, 76, 74

(Federated Church) Main Strest and 2 Blackstone Street.  South Sde - 83, 81, 79, 73 Main
Strect.

(o]

82, 86 (High Schoal), 90 Main Stret, looking north, northwest.

(end)
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MAIN STREET

4850 Main &.
52-54 Main K.
bam

58 Main S.
bam

60 Man &.
bam

61 Man S.
62 Man S.
63-65 Main &.
64-66 Main S.
68 Man S.
73 Man S.
73R Main S.
74 Man &.
75 Man &
76 Main S.
78 Man S.
gaege

79 Main S
8l Man S.
82 Main S&.
gaage

8 Main S
86 Man S.
90 Main S
gaage

92 Main S.
attch. bam

9% Man S.
Main Stregt

MHC # MAP # HISTORIC NAME
BLACKSTONE STREET
2 Blackstone S

F03

F235
F236
F236
F237
F237
F35
F35
34
F36
F37
F38
39

30
40
41
42

7134

7142
7141
7141
7140
7/40
739
7139
801
7/38
0%
7137
7/36
8/04[4
8/04[b]
901
804[c]
902
903

805
806
917

807
918
928

929
929
930
912

FARNUM'S GATE HISTORIC DISTRICT
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

William Sturdy

Ellis Albee

Esus Lamb
Estus Lamb
Joseph Southwick
Southwick

Moses Famum
Famum

We come Famum
Oliver Clapp

na

Maxcy Burlingame
William Cass

Dan Hill

Federated Church
Cook-Newdl
Albert Gaskill
Albert Gaskill

H. Allen
Wm. Saundas
JanesMcKeon

Hoye-McCabe
High School
James Cooney

James Maquire

H.F. Sayles
Bridge at Fox Br.
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MASSACHUSETTS
DATE STYLE
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
ca 18850 Gresk Reviva
1843-1846 Gresk Reviva
ca 1850 Gresk Reviva
ca 1837 Gresk Revivd
ca 1850 Grek reviva
ca 183% Gresk Reviva
ca 1850 Gresk Reviva
ca 185 Federd
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
1982 none
ca 1850 Second Empire
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
ca 1840 Gothic Reviva
ca 1850 Gresk Reviva
1928 Georgian Revivd
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
ca 1840 Gresk Reviva
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
ca 1940 none
ca 1845 Gresk Reviva
ca 1850 Gresk Reviva
ca 184 Gresk Reviva
ca 1950 none
ca 18/ Itdianate
1920 Classcd Revivd
ca 1890 Italianate
ca 1950 none
ca 180 QA/Stick
ca 1890 QA
ca 1890 Itdianate
ca 1829 goneach

STATUS
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FARNUM'S GATE HISTORIC DISTRICT
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
ADDRESS MHC# MAP# HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE STATUS TYPE
TOTAL RESOURCES: 28 Contributing 4 Nonconfributing
27 Contributing Buildings 4 Noncontributing Buildings

1 Contributing Structure

Pege2 of 2
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RECEIVED 413

Jduly 13, 1995
JUL 241995
Caral Shull
National Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior i TERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
National Park Service NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed plesse find the following nomination form:

Farnum's Gate Historic District, Blacksone (Worceser County), Massachusetts, 01504.

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeating and were afforded the opportunity to comment.
Of atotal of 25 owners, the MHC has recaived one letter of objection to the National Regider
designation.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

endosure

CC. Thomeas Bik, Chairman, Blackstone Historica Commisson
Robert DuBois, Chairman, Blackstone Board of Sdectmen
Gretchen Schuler, Presarvation Conaultant
James Pepper, BRVNHCC

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



