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(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwellings, secondary
structures

COMMERCE: specialty store, warehouse

GOVERNMENT: firestation

EDUCATION: schoolhouse

RELIGION: church, parsonaqge

INDUSTRY: fish processing, storage

TRANSPORTATION: water-related; ship, wharf

LANDSCAPE: town landing, natural feature (harbor)

7. Description
Architectural Classification
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COLONIAL: Georgian: EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal:
MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate. Second Empire. Queen
Anne, Stick Style, Shingle Style

LATE 19TH/EARLY 20TH REVIVALS: Colonial Revival

LATE 19TH/EARLY 20TH AMERICAN: Craftsman

Narrative Description

Essex County, MA
County and State
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Contributing Noncontributing
186 50 buildinas
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1 structures
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254 51 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwellings, secondary
structures

COMMERCE: specialty store, warehouse

GOVERNMENT: firestation

RELIGION: church, parsonage

INDUSTRY: fish processing, storage

TRANSPORTATION: water-related: ship, wharf

RECREATION: playhouse

LANDSCAPE: parking lot, town landino. natural feature

(harbor)

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick, Granite. Concrete

walls Wood Shingle, Clapboard, Asphalt Shingle,
Asbestos Shingle, Brick

roof Wood Shingle, Asphalt Shingle. Slate

other Granite Walls and Seawalls
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7. DESCRIPTION

Introduction

The Eat Gloucester Square District is an unusually well preserved microcosm of the bustling maritime
economy that led Gloucester to prosperity throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.  Its inclusivemix of
resdential, commercial, institutional, and marine industrial dructures illustrates major historic
devdopment pattems, architectural and technological trends, and the condant evolution of the cultural
landscgpe to meat changing social and economic redlities. Foousad on the Inner Harbor, the district
encompassca /5 aores and ca 186 contributing buildings accompanied by outbuildings, Sonewalls,
donewharves, and landscgpesthat date from the 1700-1945 period of significance.

Thevillage a Eag Gloucester was mogt intensdy developed inthe 19th century. Wharves serving
sverd prominent fisheries orang up to redefine the waterfront, while a smal commercia node
devedoped a the important intersection of Eag Main, Highland, and Plum Streets, known as East
Gloucester Square Mostly small to medium-size houseslined these sameroutes, with severd notable
mandons punctuating the heights of Mt. Fleesant Avenue.

Gloucester isthe predominant community on the Cgpe Ann peninsula north of Boston. Like many of
the region's villages. Eag Gloucedter is focused on the waterfront which provided a livelihood for
modt resdents  Eagt Gloucester's name and history have evolved from its fortuitous location on the
shdtered waters of Gloucegter's Inner Harbor. This unusudly well protected sanctum on the eedt Sde
of Gloucester Harbor proper was and remains the focus of the city's condderable maritime indudtries,
especidly those related to fishing.

Located on the Eagtem Point peninsula which embraces Gloucester Harbor and protects it from the
Atlantic Ocean, East Gloucester is an echo of the dominant settlement on the west or inland Sde of
the Inner Harbor (sse Central Gloucester Higtoric District: NR 1982 and proposed Boundary Incresse).
Jud as that settlement was nurtured by the shdtered inlets of Town Cove and Vincent's Cove, Ead
Gloucegster grew up around Smith's Cove, bracketed by Rocky Neck (S) and Parson's Point/Wharf
(N).

The district is focused on the linear corridor of East Main Srest which was laid out to East Gloucester
Square in 1704, skirting the harbor's edge Short courts leed eedt to the granite wharves and wooden
piers that form the working waterfront. Some of this land was cregted in the mid 19th century ina
process caled wharfing-out as massive granite block seawdls sabilized the infill of newly crested
wharves Seawdls continue to define much of the digtrict waterfront, especidly a the northem end.

In afew cases most notably a Wonson's Wharf/Pirates Way north of Robinson's Cove, marine
industrial useshave been displaced by resdentid or atsrdaed uses In generd, however. Eagt
Gloucegter's shordline retains an unusua number of historic marine industrial useswith a high degree

of physicd integrity.

(continued)
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The centerpiece of the district is Eagt Gloucester Square & the intersection of Eagt Main, Plum, and
Highland Streets. Highland Stireet was probably the first road in East Gloucester to lead eedt from the
harbor areato upland agricultural aressthat characterized mog of the Eagtem Point peninsula The
square is now marked by a small cugter of tum-of-the-century commercid buildings. Plum Street,
laid out ca. 1848 to accommodate the rapidly expanding population, rdaesto East Gloucester's
devdopment as a compact and thriving fishing village, rather than to its earlier agricultural interests.
Stesp rocky ledges south of Plum Street precluded creation of further esst-west sreets in that
direction. That area of ledge isthe only significant undevdoped land inthe district. There are no
parks or public goeces other than the unpaved parking area adjacent to the city-owned Robinson's
Landing.

Buildings in the district overwhelmingly datefi-omthe mid 19th century, dthough earlier and later
contributing examples are presant as well. Mogt ae tightly dted, with residentid properties often st
off by small front and sde yards defined by granite block retaining walls. Thesewalls reflect the
degness of the terrain a well as the drength of the local granite industry. Dwellingsare occasiondly
accompanied by period outbuildings, but more commonly by early 20th century garages. Wood-frame
congtmction, usudly with dapboard siding, is nearly universdl for all building types. Scaeis
generdly small and confinedto 1and 12 to 2 and 12 gory height. Predominant architectural styles
include Federd, Gresk Revival, Gothic Revivdl, Itdianate, and Quean Anne. The district is
distinguished from immediately surrounding aress by its generaly good condition, high degree of
integrity, and low number of post-World War Il intmsions.

The following text describes the specific character of the dregtswithin the district. It is followed by
an andyds of representative architectural syles and building types.

Streetscapes

Ead Main Stregt isthe dominant and aso the mogt diverse drestscepewithin the district. Typically,
dwellings from the mid 19th century are the most common building type. Like their counterparts
throughout the digtrict, they are generdly wood-frame structures of modest scde and design, closaly
dted, and s of f from the dreet by shdlow front yards which are often defined by granite retaining
walls. Differences include the occasond incorporation of commercid functions, and immediate
proximity to the harbor for those Sted on the eest Sde of the srest. Two-family forms are dso
somewha more common. Finally, mog of the earliet housesin the district are found here.

Eag Main Street also encompasss both of the district's two commercid nodes One a the
intersection of Eag Main and Highland Stregts is known as Eagt Glouceser Square (ph. 11); the other
is located & the south end of the district & Eagt Main Strest and Mount Plessant Avenue (ph. 15).
Both nodes are characterized by smple wood-frame buildings whose scale, massng, materids, and
details complement the surrounding resdences.

(continued)
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Eag Main Street is especialy important because a diverse aray of well presarved  19th to early 20th
century marine industrial complexes survive there as illustrations of the bese from which the city
derived itswedth. These indude Reed & Gamege (211 Eag Main Street; L 19th; Assesors #79-2;
ph. 1, 12, 13), the John F. Wonson Companv Store (233-237 Ead Main Stredt; 1851-72; Assessors
#79-6, 7, 8 ph. 14), and Gorton's (267 Eag Main Stret; ca 19105 Assessors#80-32). These
complexes include buildings, granite wharves, and wooden piers. Enduring granite wharves continue
to mark the dites of other important marine indudries like William Parsons & Co. (159 Eag Main
Street; Assessors#63-26, 27) and the adjacent Wonson familv wharf complexes (Ass #63-32 and 63-
48), whose buildings have largdly disgppeared.

Highland Street forms the resdential core of the district, with tightly Sted rows of detached single-
family housestucked behind tidy granite retaining wallsthat march up the hill from the harbor to
Mount Flessant Avenue. Dating largely to the mid and late 19th century, these dwellings maintain a
high degree of integrity and reflect the expansve architecturad tagtes of that period. They rangefrom
the chagte Gresk Revival smplicity of the Henrv Wonson House (17 Highland Street; 1840s
Asesors#64-22); to picturesque hybrids like the Frederick Gerring House (25 Highland Strest;
18605 Ass=sors#64-19; ph. 7) and the M. Bamett House (24 Highland Street; ca 1860s, Assesors
#064-17; ph. 6) with their gegp Gothic facade gables round-arched Itdianate gable windows, and
panded Gregk Revival pilagers; to theflamboyantSsoond Empire George Douglass House (27
Highland Street; 1884-85; Assessors #64-18; ph. 8) with its prominent tower and mansard roof with
boldly overscaled round-arched dormers. The Itdianate Style is represented by the Dr. Eveleth House
(20 Highland Street; ca 1880; Assessors#59-8) with its period bam/garage and landscaped Sde yard.
The architectural variety of Highland Strest istempered by common siting, setbacks, and landscape
features, wood-frame congtruction, dgpboard siding, 1and 12 to 2 and 12 story height, and modest
e

Laid out ca 1848 by Samud Wonson, Plum Street developed rapidly, producing today's harmonious,
architecturally unified srestscape where trim wood-frame houses it on small lots st of f by granite
retaining walls. Of particular interest in this working mariner's neighborhood are the nearly identica
Greek Revival cottages, built with traditional 9de-gable, five bay, center entry forms, that ascend the
south sde of the gtreet. These include the G. Gerring House (9 Plum Street), the C. Peterson House
(11 Plum Street; Assessors#64-53), the DouglassMerchant House (17 Plum Street; Assessors #64-50),
the Herbert McQuin House (21 Plum Strest; Assessors#64-47) and the J. S McQuin House (25 Plum
Street; Assessors#64-46) with its acom dentils. Houses & the upper eest end of Plum Street enjoy
Soectacular views of Gloucester Harbor. Ore large parcd on the north dde of the sreet, formerly
occupied by the Point Grammar School, isnow vacant.

The heights of Mount Fleasant Avenue clam some of the mog stylish, and some of the most
traditional housesin the district. The former are sited on the west 9de where their eevation provides
Soectacular views over their neighbors to Glouceser Harbor. This land was subdivided by Charles
Wonson (32 Highland Street; 1884-99; Assessors #64-4; ph. 9), who built a the comer of Highland

(continued)
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Street. Chief among the west Sde dwellingsis the David Robinson House (77 Mount Pleesant
Avenue, ca 1870s Assessors #64-7; ph. 10), an ambifioustowered Italianate villa. The nearby
Benjamin Robinson House (41 Chapd Strest; ca 18705 Assessors #64-9) is another well-detailed
example of the Itdianate syle. The Roger Wonson House (121 Mount Plessant Avenue;, 1860s
Asxs0rs#78-24) and the Amos A. Story House (115-B Mount Fleesant Avenue; ca 1870; ASsessors
#78-29) ae large edates located further south on Highland Street where their lots extend essward to
Eag Main Street over segp rocky ledges

On the eed Sde ae sevad five bay sdegable dwelingswhose subgantid farmsteads extended inland
from the harbor and crowded villagearea Reflecting the 18th century origins of this road a a way to
farm and pagture lands, these humble dwdlingsinclude the Thomas Hillier House (62 Mount Pleesant
Avenue, 1754; Assesors #77-15) whose owner was tenant on the large farmgtead owned by Danid
Rogers  Others like the mid 19th century cottagesa 80 and 82 Mount Plessant Avenue (ASesors
#77-30, 77-31) may have bean moved onto the Wonson farmdead in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

Architectural Styles and Building Types

Georgian and Federd Dwellings

Smal numbers of dwelings from the 18th and early 19th centuries remain in the district, as reminders
of its pre-maritime boom period. These timber-frame houses are smply massed and detailed, with 1
ad 12 to 2 and 12 gtory, Sde-gable, center chimney, center entry forms.

Ore of the most important is the Smith House (253 Eagt Main Stteet; 1730-80; Assessors#79-15; ph.
3), asmall gambrd roof cottage with center chimney and off-set entry, tucked beck aong the water's
edge Despite some dterations, the interior retains wainscoting, casad girts, shoulder posts, and beke
oven. The two gory Griffin House (130 Ead Main Street; 1730; Assessors#59-47), with its
asymmetrica three bay facade and chimney rising through the front roof dope, gopears, like many
early houses, to be an expandon of aamdler 1 and 12 story cottage. Important festures include
reeded pilasters framing the entry and small window openings with 6/6 sash. The extremey smple
Douglass House (170 Eagt Main Stteet; 1730-90; Assessors#64-58), is an asymmetricdl five-bay, 1
and 12 story cottage whose early date isrevedled in its low-posted form. It aso gppearsto result
from an evolutionary processthat probably added the southem half and reduced the early chimney to a
dove chimney inthe late 19th century.

Grek Revival Dwellings

Excdlent examples of Gresk Reviva architecture abound throughout this district whose first major
period of growth coincided with the flowering of that style. Most ae modest | and 12 story cottages
built on both the traditional sde-gable five bay form and the newly fashionable gable-end form that
evolved a this time to mimicthe dlhouette of a pedimented Greek temple. Two and one-haf sory

(continued)
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examples of both forms are found as well. Common features include granite block foundations,
clgpboard siding, panded pilagter and entablature trim for both house and its entry, and windowswith
6/6 ssah. Within the common framework described above, there is tramendous veriety.

One and one-haf gory cottages built on the traditional Sde-gable, center entry, five bay form, achieve
individuality primarily intheir enteblature omament. The nearly identical Matthew Dedcovich House
(283 Eat Main Street; 1854; Assessors #80-41; ph. 5), James Coas House (4 Eagtern Point Road;
1860-69; Assesors#131-7), and Samud Wonson House ri 9 Highland Street; 1851-69; Assessors #64-
21) substitute acoms for dentils a the main comice and bold projecting center entry.  Both acom
dentils and projecting entries are features common to Eagt Gloucester.  The acom dentils, dso found
on the smpler Jeremiah Coss House (182 Eagt Main Stredt; 1830-50; Assessors#64-63), ae especidly
unusud. The Henrv Wonson House (17 Highland Street; 18405 Assessors#64-22) digns oculi with
wregth surrounds above window and door openings.  The David Marble House (6 Davis Street; 1851-
60; Assesors#64-13) canters three unusud ova windows directly beneeth the entablature.

The Vinal McCaleb House (139 Eadt Main Strest; 1869-72;, Assessors#59-88) istypical of the 2 and
12 dory dde-gable Gresk Revivd housssinthe district. I1ts main entablature, windowswith 6/6 saeh,
and interior chimneys ae all typical featuresas are its entry with pilasters, entablature, and heavy
lintel shelf Comer pilagters may exist benegth the present 20th century wood shingle siding. The
Emanud Wonson House (161 Eagt Main Stredt; 1825; Assesors#63-55), now aluminum sded and
dtered, was similar, reveding its erlier date in its four bay form and center chimney. 1t d<o displays
the bold projecting entry ssen on many cottage examples of the Gresk Revival style in the district.
The interesting William E. Wonson House (183R Eag Main Street; 1730-90; Assessors #63-33),
tucked back from Main Street and oriented to the major wharf Wonson owned in the late 19th century,
is a dandard five bay Georgian housewith massve center chimney that was updated ca 1840 with
the bold projecting entry displaying pilagters, entablature, and lintel shelf that characterized s many
Gloucester houses of the period.

Italianate Dwellings

Like the Greek Revival, the Itdianate Syle isvaried and abundant inthis district. Most residentia
examples are smple in execution with vertical gable-end slhouettes, bracketed comices and entries,
bay windowswith panded gorons round-arched geble windows, and windowswith 66 or 2/2 sseh
dsawhere. Some retain the traditional sde-gable center entry form. Clgpboard siding remains the
mle, 2 and 12 story height becomes more common, and brick is sometimes substituted for granite es a
foundation material.

The most daborate, daring, and unusud example of this gyle is the David Robinson House (77 Mount
Flessant Avenue, ca 1870s Assesors #64-7; ph. 10), an ambitious Italianate villa whose halmark L -
plan and comer tower result from aca 1885 remoddling. Important feetures include the tower with
itsiron cresting, oriels above and bedde the entry, arched gable windows, and wrgp-around verandah.

(continued)
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The tumed posts and spindle screen of the latter reflect the Quean Anne style and reved the 1880s
remoddling effort.

An adjacent pair of 2 and 12 sory housesbelonging to members of the prominent Wonson family,
neer Ead Gloucester Square, represent the quality of traditional Sde-gable Itdianate housesinthe
district. The JF. Wonson House (142 Ead Main Stredt; ca 1880; Assessors#63-6; ph. 2) displaysa
symmetrica three-bay facade centered on an entry whose tumed porch supports and bracketed hip
roof are surmounted by a bracketed oridl window. Similar windowswith panded gprons frame the
entry; paired windowswith heavy lintelsare located above a the ssoond story. The F.G. Wonson
House (146 Eagt Main Strest; ¢. 1880; 63-7) displays similar quality on a more dandard five bay
form.

The 2 and 1/2 story Baptist Parsonage (28 Highland Street; 1880-84; Assessors#64-2), the Charles H.
Wonson House (32 Highland Street; 1884-99; Assessors #64-4; ph. 9), and the Josgph Parsons House.
79 Mt. Plessant Avenue, 1872-73; Asessors #64-6) are all typically modest but well detailed gable-
end examples, adhering to the common features described above

Greek/Gothic/Italianate Hybrid Dwellings

Like many Massachusetts communities, Gloucester devedoped a picturesque hybrid of the Greek
Revival, Gothic Revival, and Itdianate dyles built on atraditiona 1and 122 sory, or occasondly 2
and 12 story, Sde-gable form. The Frederick Gerring House (25 Highland Street; 1860s Assessors
#64-19; ph. 7) and the William H. Wonson |1 House (261 Eag Main Street; 1860s Assessors#80-30;
ph. 4) are prototypical examples which ae purely Gresk Revival beow the roofline with panded
pilasters and an acom dentil enteblature.  Above however, both sprout a pair of segp flush-board
Gothic facade gables with round-arched or heavy linteled Italianate windows respectively. The M.
Bamett House (24 Highland Street; ca 18605 64-17; ph. 6) isamore unusud example that rises2
and 12 dories to triple facade gables Itdianate bow windows flank the center entry with its bracketed
hood. The Fat-Reed House (172-174 Eagt Main Stteet; 1860s 64-59, 60; ph. 1), dso2 and 12
dories, is a double-house which unites itspaired entties benegth a single pediment and frames the
whole with Itdianate bay windows. It digplays paired facade gables with round arched windows.
This house dts on a small rise behind a granite retaining wall overlooking the harbor a Robinson
Landing (Assessors #79-1).

Second Empire Dwellings

This style is poorly represented in the district which favors the contemporary Itaianate style. The best
examples are both 1and 12 story cotteges on Highland Street.  TheflamboyantGeorge Douglass
House (27 Highland Street; 1884-85;, Assessors #64-18; ph. 8) with its prominent tower, and mansard
roof with boldly overscaed round-arched dormers isthe district's boldest experiment with the Second
Empire style. Thisotherwise modes 1and 12 story cottage is dominated by its picturesque roof and

(continued)
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south-d9de verandah.  Quean Anne saeh, with small multi-panes over two panes in the tower bess,
reflects the 1880s constmction date Thewell detailed but somewha more subdued Charles Resd
House (8 Highland Street; 1884-90; Assessors #63-13) is built on aT-plan and displays severd bay
windows with panded gorons, and afine modillion comice supporting a date mansard roof with
gabled dormers.

Quean Anne Dwellings

Most Queen Anne dwellings in the disttict are relatively smple examples of the style, built on by then
common gable-end plans, and charecterized by decorative shingles mixed with the sandard capboard
sheathing. Tumed podgs and spindles are found a major entries. The William C. Wonson House (183
Ead Main Strest; ca 1830; Assesors #63-34) on the eedt Sde of the drest neer Eagt Gloucester
Square, isatypica example with scaloped shingles inthe front gable. A two story bay window,
derived from the preceding Itdianate style, adjoinsthe entry whose smple gabled porch displays
tumed pogs and spindle screen. Another example isthe W.H. Cross House (234 Ead Main Stredt; ca
1890; ass=s30rs #80-25) with its decoraive shingles, brackets, and bay windows.

Institutional Buildings

The Eagt Gloucester Engine House (75 Mount Flessart Avenue, 1873; Assessors#64-8) isa2 ad 12
gory wood-frame gable-end smcture built on an L-plan; an unusud oculus with scroll savn surround
lights the gable. The builder was Orlando Garland.

The Church (153 Eagt Main Street; 1886; Assessors #63-22), buih to save the Eagt Gloucester
Universalist Parigh, is one of the mog striking examples of the Quean Anne style in the city,
displaying a lively combination of forms, materids, and textures within atraditional gable-end with
centrd entry and segple format.

The North Shore Arts Associafion Building (7 Pirates Lang/197R Eagt Main Street; ca 1885;
Asxs0rs#63-47; ph. 18) isavery plan 2 and 12 gory gable-end example of the Queen Annestyle
whose simplicity is relieved by some decorative shingling.

Commercial Buildings

At Eag Gloucester Square, a two dory Itdianate double sore (150-152 Eagt Main Stteet; L 19th cen,;
Asesors#63-9; ph. 11) hes been duminum sided, and received recent | /1 saeh, but retains its
bracketed pargpet, and dore frontswith multi-pane display windows and recessed entries heeded by a
dentilated, bracketed entablature. Another Itdianate style commercia building with unusualy well
preserved storefrontsremains & 193-95 Eag Main Street (1892; Assessors #63-36).

The large 2 and 3/4 story gable-end Arts Galerv (277-79 Eagt Main Siredt; ca 1890s Assessors #30-
37; ph. 15) dominates the intersection of Eag Main Street and Mount Pleesant Avenue. ItssSmple
Quean Anne style details indludea mix of dgpboards & the first gory with shingles above ad
brackets &t the roof comers.

(continued)
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Marine Industrial Complexes

The John F. Wonson Companv Complex (233-37 Eag Main Street; 1851-ca 1900; Assessors#79-6, 7,
8, ph. 14) conggts of an office/store/industria building fronting directly on the sreet, and two granite
block wharves with ancillary amctures behind, the same configuration that gopeared on the 1884
Hopkins mgp. The main building congstsof adapboard clad, 1 and 12 sory, three bay, gableend
office with center entry, and long, atached, one story shed with random fenestration, pededrian
entries, and vehicular entries extending northward. The shedsto the rear are smple one story, gable
roof gmctures, three gopear to date to the late 19th century while one is modem. Reating their
positions to the 1884 mep, shed #1 may have sarved as a fish house, and shed #4 &s a sail loft.

The Read & Gamege Complex (211 Eagt Main Street; M-L 19th cen.; Assessors#79-2; ph. 1, 12) isa
grander version of that generd configuration, with a large mixed-use building fronting the street, and
andler shedson the granite wharf and wooden piers to the reer. Basad on mgp evidence, the 2 ad
12 story main building originated a the north end, adjacent to the town landing & Robinson's Cove.
The entire building is shown by 1899. It isarambling gable roof stmcture of utilitarian design, now
shesthed with asbesios shingles. Most windowsretain 66 saah. In the early 20th century the north
end of the building was extended essward into the harbor on wooden piers where it gopearsto
terminate in the only filleting shed to remain a Glouceser Harbor. Oddly thiswing is built with a
brick foundation precarioudy baanced on the wooden pier. The only mcture of note to the rear isa
large, early to mid 20th century crane usd to haul boats from the water.  Additionaly, the 19th
century schooner Coronet (ph. 13) is presently berthed there.

The most important marine indudtries in Eagt Gloucester expanded and improved their facilities in the
mid to late 19th century by wharfing out with backfilled wharves faced with massve granite blocks
mede available by the emerging loca granite industry (see Granite context). In addition to the two
complexes described above, these indudries included Wonson's Wharf (Assessors#63-48; ph. 18)
facing Reed & Gamage on the north dde of Robinson's Landing (now accessed by Pirates Lane) and
Parson's Wharf (now occupied by the modem O'Donnell-Usen plant, 159 Eagt Main Sireet; Assessors
#63-26, 27). While the buildings are for the mogt part gone, the wharves and seawdls remain as
enduring reminders of these landmark indudtries.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eagt Gloucester Square Didtrict is awel-preserved fishing village dating primarily from the mid
to late-19th century. Its densdy- built srestscapes crowd the water's edge on the eestem shore of
Gloucegter's Inner Harbor, and climb a dep hillside to the ridge of the peninsula of which it is a part.
Historically, this district exemplifiesthe growth of loca fisheriesduring the 19th and early 20th
centuries- intense, yet on a andler scdethan on the oppodte (downtown) Sde of the harbor.

Exceptionally well-preserved today, the Eagt Gloucester Square Didtrict displays a unique architectural
variety and quality. It is particularly notable for its Gresk Revival and Itdianate style residentia
architecture, and for its collection of intact maritime-related buildingsaong the waterfront.

The District is characterized by significant examples of both residential and industrial architecture, a
commercid center a Eag Gloucester Square, a smdler commercid node neer Rocky Neck, ad
sverd indtitutional buildings. The Eagt Gloucester Sguare District meats criteriaA, B, and C of the
National Regiger on the locd level, and retains integrity of location, design, materias, setting, and
workmanship.

The period of sgnificance for thisdigtrict is ca 1700-1945.

Agriculture and Earlv Fisheries, ca 1700-1830

Lightly settled inthe 17th and 18th centuries, the Eagt Gloucester peninsulawas arura areawith a
largely agricultural economy for the first two hundred years of Gloucester's growth. Severd large
land grants were meade on the peninsula (including the portion south of Rocky Neck, which is now
called Eagtern Point) inthe 17th century. Most of the owners lived downtown, however, and their
holdings were worked by tenant fanners. Early devdopment of the area was encouraged by a 1667
regulation that permitted a 660-feet wide cut of cordwood aong the shordline, in support of
Gloucegter's profitable coastwise trade inthat product.

In 1704, aroad was laid out to connect the Head of the Harbor with Niles Beach on Eastern Point
(south of the Eagt Gloucester Square Didtrict), presumably to facilitate the movement of timber and
agricultural products from Eag Gloucester. Traversing mog of what is now Eagt Main Stredt, this
thoroughfare a0 encompassad Highland Avenue and part of Mt. Fleesant Avenue, for until about the
1840s, desp ledge dong the waterfront Sopped Eag Main Street temporarily a Eagt Gloucester
Square. Travellers were diverted up Highland Street and back down Mt. Flessant Avenue, to meet
East Main Strest again near Rocky Neck.

Eagt Gloucegter's distinctive maritime history began inthis period with the legendary launching of the

world's first schooner by Captain Andrew Robinson in 1713. Robinson's schooner istraditionally
held to have been built a hiswharf behind Eagt Glouceser Square, now commemorated by the public-

(continued)
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access Robinson's Landing (East Main Stredt; Ass. # 79-1).

Andrew Robinson (1679-1742; married Rebeoca Ingersol, 1704) was a shipbuilder and Banks
fisherman, and is sad to have owned a large house near his wharf and shipbuilding yard. A
representative to the Generad Court in 1738 and 1739, Capt. Robinson is dso remembered for the
bravery and ingenuity he displayed while fighting in the French and Indian wars.

Although the attribution of the first schooner to Robinson is still controversid, the city's most
authoritative local history condudes that:

"It is nearly certain, that, before thistime, no vessd was known to carry two trapeziform sals,
sugpended by gaffs, and dretched out below by booms  and, unlesshis "scooner™ was the first to
display them, it is uncertain when they came into uss and no effort to ascertain the peculiarity
that characterized her will be likely to be crowned with success” (Babson:  255)

The year 1713 was &so notable for the first local mention of Samud Pearce, shipwright and founder
of awesalthy and influential mercantile family. Demand for his craft goparently brought Pearceto live
on the Eagtern Point peninsula, probably near the waterfront and possibly inthe Eag Gloucester
Square Didtrict.  (Babson:  266-267)

Despite these early beginnings, sattlement on the Eagt Gloucester peninsula was goarse during this
period. By 1728, a mere 15 families were scattered throughout the entire peninsula; five houses
(including the "great housg' of Captain Robinson) gopeer to have been located neer Eagt Gloucester
Square by the close of the Revolutionary War. (Babson: 454) Most of the population was engaged
in farming or shorefishing.

During the Revolutionary War, when many of Gloucester's maritime traders were forced out of their
normal occupations, Samud Wonson (1752-1829; founder of an Eagt Gloucester fishing dynasty) wes
commended by George Washington for running the British blockade of the coadtline. A compatriot,
Capt. William Coas who lived near the Square, "had often filled his housewith captured property,
but... died poor, though leaving atrunk full of Continental money.” (Babson: 454)

By the early 1830s, only two wharves ae documented in the Eagt Gloucester Square District; both
were located a Gloucester square. John Wonson's wharf, the smdler of the two, contained three
small- to medium-sized dructures. Giles & Wonson's wharf to the south was located agpproximately a
the dte of Robinson's Landing and Pirate's Lane (Robinson's Landing/\Wonson's Wharf: Ass. # 79-1
and 63-48), and contained three smdler warehouses and one large structure described as a sore.

The firm of Giles & Wonson, founded by Samud Giles and Samud Wonson (1773-1850; m. Lydia

Rowe), maintained afleet of a dozen fishing ships, including the Augusta. Forest, Mount Vemon.
Tiger. Eagle. Lucinda. Three Sgters. Fair American. Romp, and Nautilus.

(continued)
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The straight sdes shown on both Wonson's and Giles & Wonson's wharves on the early 1830s map
ugges either wood wharf gructures or granite seawdls, existing granite ssawalls & these Steshavea
different configuration and gopear to date from the mid- to late-19th century. No wharf buildings are
known to survive from this period.

No schools or churches are documented in Eagt Gloucester before the mid 19th century, perhgps
indicative of the small population and low level of activity during this period. Nearly a dozen
residential properties, however, survive to represent the eighteenth century. Most of these properties
ae clusered near the Square on Eagt Main Stret, while severd dot the the ridge along Mt. Pleesant
Avenue.

Among the best presarved examples of the Georgian period is the modest 1-1/2 story cottage a 62 Mt.
Fessant Avenue (Thomas Hillier House cal754; Ass. # 77-15), which remained in agricultura use
throughout the 19th century. Hillier, the first documented owner of this property (ca 1812), owned
acreege from Mt. Plessant Avenue eeswad to the oceaen dde of the peninsula He d<o rented an
extengve farm to the south of the district (on Eagern Point) from the esate of the wedthy downtown
merchant, Daniel Rogers.

Another exceptional survivor from this period isthe Smith House (253 Eagt Main Sirest, ca 1730-80;
Ass. # 79-15). Located only about 20 feet from Smith's Cove, this very small, gambrel-roofed cottage
gppearsto be the house of Danid Smith (b. 1692; married Lydia Sargent in 1717), whose father John
had a house near here before 1701.

Somewhat more sophisticated in design isthe William E. Wonson House (183 reer Eagt Main Stret,
ca 1730-90; Ass. #63-33). Origindly facing East Main Street on the Square, this Georgian-style
house was moved to the back of its lot ca 1872-84 for the construction of a more modern. Quean
Anne style home for one of Wonson's descendants. Due to their locations, both 183 reer and 253 Eadt
Main Street are likely assodated with the early establistment of Eagt Gloucester's maritime indudtries.

Noteworthy Federd period buildings contained in the Eagt Gloucester Square Didtrict are dudtered
aound Eagt Gloucester Square The mogt architecturally significant of these are ahouse @ 164 Eadt
Main Street (ca 1830; Ass. #64-30); 178 Eagt Main Street (ca 1830; Ass. #64-62, usad as aresdence
and store; and two cottages & 80 and 82 Mt. Feesant Ave (ca 1830s Ass. #77-30 and 77-31), which
may have been moved from other locations for later deveopment.

Most of the district's Georgian and Fedard period buildings are traditional in form and plan, with
smple detailing concentrated around the main doorway.

Among the mogt interesting architectura devdopments of this era was the tentative introduction of the

Gresk Revival style. The best of these isthe Emmanud Wonson House (161 Eagt Main Strest, ca
1825; Ass. #63-55), a subgantiad housewith strong Gresk Revival trim but a conservative southward

(continued)
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orientation and asymmetrica facade. It issad to have bean built for (and possibly by) Emanud
Wonson, acarpenter. Anearly adhaent of the style, Wonson may have bean respondble for a
building a large portion of the district'sprominent Gregk Revival-period devel opment.

Prominence and Prosperitv of the Fisheries, ca 1830-1945

By the mid-point of the 19th century, economic and architectural devdopment were clearly beginning
to boom inthe Eag Gloucester Squere Didtrict. By 1851, Eagt Main Street had been pushed esstward
of the Square, and the waterfront neer the Square now contained three major wharves. From north to
south, these were Benjamin Parsons & Co.'s wharf (gpproximeately the site of the presant cold Sorege
plant a 159 Eag Main Street), John Wonson's wharf, and- replacing Giles & Wonson- Samud
Wonson & Sons greatly expanded wharf and fish flakes (at today's Pirate's Lane). All threefisheries
a0 maintained stores near their wharves. The Eagt Gloucester Ferry sailed from Duncan's Point to
Robinson's Landing.

By about 1860, East Gloucester's population of about 1000 is said to have occupied about 130 homes,
"snug clgpboard housss strung aong the harbor road, bunched in the village around the Square”
(Garland, Eagtem Point: 74). The greates digtinction of this population wes that an overwhe ming
majority of the resdents was directly connected with the fishing industry. 1n 1860, for example, 70%
of the men were described asfishermen,and the professons of ancther 14 were ether fish deder or
fishing busness. Five men- among them Daniel Webb Hillier a 62 Mt. Hessat Ave. (Ass. #77-15)-
- hung on as farmers, dthough not all resded within the Eagt Gloucester Square District.

For the rest of the 19th century, the Eagt Gloucester shore was lined with wharves, fish houses, sall
lofts, workshops, andflakeyards,most heavily concentrated & Wonson's Wharf (Ass. #63-48) and, to
the south. Reed & Gameage (Beacon Marine Complex. 211 Eag Main Strest, Ass. #79-2) and John F.
Wonson & Co. (233-37 Ead Main Strest, Ass. #79-6, 7, 8). Granite seawdls and remains of wood
wharves/piers from this period survive dong most of the length of the Eagt Gloucester District's
waterfront.

The beginning of Gloucester's commercid halibut fishing on the rich grounds of Georges Bank is
generdly attributed to Capt. John Fetcher Wonson (1802-1867), who was known as "one of the mogt
able and carefiil skippers among those of the olden times® (Procter: 77). Wonson made the first
planned halibut trip to Georges Bank on the schooner Nautilus in 1830. Although the venture wes
only minimally successful (20 fish caught), damand for halibut caught on, aided by the opening of
new markets with the arrival of the railroad in Gloucester in 1847.

John Hetcher Wonson d<0 is said to be the first to sail a ship called a "smack,” which was ouitfitted
with watertight bulkheads in the midsectionfor carrying live fish back to market. The first smacks
the Mount Vemon and the Forest- were built for Giles & Wonson, but the practice weas short-lived
due to the advent of refrigeration.

(continued)
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Thus began a period of subgtantid prosperity for Eagt Gloucester, which laged through the early 20th
century.

"The be-all and end-all... wes fishing. Eag Gloucester, and Rocky Neck, with the only open
shore left, were caught up inthe fever. Samud Wonson and Sons, successors to Giles & Wonson,
were said to be the biggest fishing firm in the whole country. They hired hundreds of hands
adhore and afloat and st afleet of dose to fifty of the old squaredern vessdsand a few of the
clipper schooners that were becoming popular off to the banks from Georges to Grand, handlining
for cod, haddock and haibut and jigging for the mackerd eedt as far as Labrador in the summer
and fall. Thefleets of John F. Wonson and William Parsons 2nd & Company added to the
restless energy which had awvekened this sde of the Harbor. Back of the prickle of spars, acres of
st fish dried inthe pungent flakeyards” (Garland, Eastem Point: 74)

The midto late 19th centuryfisherieswere largely continuations of the earlier firms by younger
family members- particularly of the Wonson family, who settled amost exclusively in Eagt Gloucester
and Rocky Neck and figured prominently in the devdopment of these neighborhoods.

When Giles & Wonson became Samud Wonson & Sons it was owned by Samud Wonson, brother of
John Hetcher Wonson. Samud G. Wonson 3d (ca 1818-1895) later engaged in the businesswith his
brothers George F. and William S under the name of George F. Wonson & Brothers before starting
his own company. An obituary describes Samud G. the 3d as

"(For many years one of the leading fish packers of the city... He was a man of generous
impulses, of honest busness habits, and was among the last representatives of the fish deders of
the olden time, before the industry hed assumed its presant gigantic proportions.” (CAHA Vertica
File: "Wonson Family," obituary)

Capt. John Hetcher Wonson sailed for hisfather's firm (Giles & Wonson), dong with his brothers
Samud and Addison, before opening his own firm. John F. Wonson & Co. operated afleet of 20
schooners for 50 years during the mid-19th century (ca 1830-80), fishing from Deaware to
Greenland. Rapid growth inthe 1850s and 60s probably led the company to move its operations from
its wharf and store just north of Eagt Gloucester Square (occupied ca 1830-50) to the newly opened
shordine south of the Square The company's later st of offices and shops survives a 233-237 Ead
Main Street (ca 1850-70; Ass. #79-6, 7, 8), arare example of wood frame industrial constmction,
built in avemacular Greek Revival style.

Succeeding to Benjamin Parson's wharf was William Parsons 2d & Co., wholesdle deders infish of
all kinds, ship dores, and groceries. They dso traded in sdt (from a leest 1872-1907), ad & the
Parson's wharf "towering sdt barks and sometimes seamarsfrom Sicily and Spain unloaded the
stuff... that mede Gloucester the salt-fish capitd of the world." (Garland, Gloucester Guide: 81).

(continued)



NPS Pom 1&4004
OMS Appram He. 102*0012

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

East Gloucester Square District
Gloucester (Essex County)
Section number 2 Page ~ Massachusetts

The Eagt Gloucester Square Didtrict dso harbored a number of other well-known fisheriesin this
period: William C. Wonson,fisheriesand grocers, "anoked halibut, etc.”, succeading to John
Wonson's wharf; Samud Wonson & Sons (described above), withflakeyardsand numerous associated
buildings & Wonson's Wharf; and Gerring & Douglass, wholesde and retail deders in dry and pickled
fish, as well as grocers.

Founded in 1879, the firm of Read & Gamage was known as producers, curers, and shippers of sdt-
water fish, primarily cod and mackerd. Among its extant buildings is the large and rambling, wood
frame complex that is now the Beacon Marine Complex (211 Eagt Main Strest, mid 19th to early 20th
centuries; Ass. #79-2, 21). In 1892 this property included "five large buildings, fully equipped with

al gppliances and conveniences’ and awork force of more than 50 men (Pringle: 340). 1n 1906,
Resd & Gamege and three other firms merged to form Gorton-Pew Fisheries. Although the plant here
continued in operation, company heedquarters were now located outside of the district.

Docked a the Read & GamageBesocon Marine dte today isthe schooner yacht Coronet (1885). In
her early days, the vessd was reknowned for winning a cross-Atlantic race to Irdand (in 1887) ad
for making three voyages around the world and five around Cgpe Hom. The Coronet was acquired by
areligious organization in 1905, and has Snce made saverd missonary vVoyages.

Ocemn gillnetting was successfully re-introduced to Gloucester in 1910. Beginning from a wharf
behind Eagt Gloucester Square, Capt. Albert Amold, his sons, and other fishermen from the Great
Lakes eventually operated dose to 45 vessds using this method of fishing.

A number of prominantfisheries-supportbusnesses were located inthe Eag Gloucester Square
District during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. At the northem end of the district was Josgph
Norwood's cod liver oil busnesson Norwood Court- "When codfish was king the neighborsreferred
to it s 'Blubber Alley' intolerant acknowledgment of the effusions.” (Garland, Gloucester Guide: 80)

At the southem end of the district, near the intersection of Mt. Fessant Ave. and Eat Main Strest,
were the wharf and severd buildings for Issec Patch's ice budness (his large ice pond and other
dmctures were located just outsde the digtrict boundaries, south of Mount Flessant Ave.). Herbert
and John Wennerberg's fresh water supply business (established in 1871) was located near the present-
day 265 Eagt Main Stret (just north of the intersection with Mt. Fleasant Avenue; Ass. # 80-31).
From here fresh water was pumped from a sone reservoir for ddivery to the fishing fleet. Capt. John
E. Wenneerberg, ca 1837-1914, worked as a mader of squarereiggers in his native Sveden, and asa
fisherman in Gloucester before opening hiswater busness in Eagt Gloucester. No gructures are
known to remain in the District from Norwood's, Patch's, or the Wennerbergs budnesses

Many smdler-scale, maritime-related tradesmen dso occupied the Eag Gloucester Square District
during the midto late 19th century. City directories of this period contain numerous listings for the

(continued)
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blacksmiths, ship painters, salmakers goar makers, coopars, and shipwrights neaded to support the
fisheries.

Short-cutting the long overland route to downtown, ferry service between Eagt Gloucester Square (at
Robinson's Landing) and Duncan's Point wes sarted in 1849, by Capt. John Wonson. The early
dory service was succesded by sailboats by 1851, and by smal deam ferriesby 1856. A 375-foot
long, narrow pier for the deam vessdsextended from Robinson's Landing & leest for the lagt two
decades of the 19th century. Thiswater-borne convenience was shortly followed by sagecoach land
service and, in 1890, by the dectric trolley. Such trangportation improvements enhanced commercid
growth and encouraged residentia deve opment.

Commercia and ingtitutional growth naturally accompanied thefisheriesin the district. Amos A.
Story's large-scde lumber busgnesswas housad on awharf between Read & Gamege and John F.
Wonson Co. Smdler busnesses are wel-represented in the modest, wood frame commercid buildings
surviving & East Gloucester Square and & the bese of Mt. Plessant Avenue, and in scattered
dorefrontswithin residentia buildings.

Only three gores (all gpparently affiliated with the Parsons and Wonsonfisheries)are noted on the
1851 map. By 1873, however, a least a dozen busnesses were located a Eagt Gloucester Square,

offering groceries, variety goods, fruit, confectionery, hoes, clothing, hairdressing, cod and wood,
carpentry, and kitchen fiimishings.

At Eag Gloucester Square, notable extant commercia buildingsinclude four adjacent sores on the
eed 9de of the street- from 150 to 158 Easg Main &. (all late 19th century; Ass. #63-9,10, 57, and
11)- and two buildings on the wes side- 19395 and 197 Ea¢ Main &. (1892 and ca 1880s
respectively; Ass. # 63-36, 37). Father south towards Rocky Neck notable commercia smctures
survive a 273-75 and 277-79 Eag Main K. (both ca 1900; Ass. # 80-34, 37).

A number of institutional buildings complemented this growth, although only a few examples remain
today. The Eagst Gloucester Baptist Church was established in 1861, athough it had dreedy erected a
chapd on Chapd Strest in 1858. A modem brick church building stands on the dte today, but the
handsome, Italianate-style Baptist Parsonage survives next door (28 Highland Street, 1880-84; Ass.
#64-2).

The Ead Gloucester Universalist Church (153 Eag Main Street, 1886; Ass. #63-22) was built to house
a parish organized in 1884; it was sold to the Methodist Episcopa Church in 1894. With its lively
arangement of forms, shapes and textures, thisbuilding is one of the most striking examples of
Queen Anne architecture inthe city.

A school house is shown on Mount Fleesant Ave,, just outsde of the district, in 1851, but wes
replaced between 1851 and 1872 by the Point Grammar School on Plum Strest and the Point School

(continued)
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on the comer of Davis and Chepd dreds the latter two Smctures no longer exist. Independent Hall
(later the Y oung Ladies Society; no longer extant) and a post office were aso located a Eadt
Gloucegter Square, & thistime.

The major civic mcture of the Didtrict today isthe Eagt Glouceser Engine House (75 Mt. Plegsant
Ave., 1873; Ass. #64-8), awood frame building with sfriking dlasscal detailing, congructed in 1873 by
Orlando Garland. Taking advantage of a convenient hill-top location, the engine house was relocated
from an unknown ste by the harbor on Eagt Main Stredt; the fire company was originally organized in
1832.

Residentid architecture formsthe mog prevaent building type today, and by its numbers and quality
is dso the mogt distinctive. The Gresk Revivd and Itdianate syles predominate in Eagt Gloucester
Square District houses and date largely from the 1850s through 1885.

Grek Revival style resdences begen to be built dong the harbor and fairly quickly proceeded up to
Mt. Pleesant Ave. A 1-1/2 gory cottage form is common to housss of this period in the District, with
two different syles of ornamentation that are characteridic of and virtually unique to the Eadt
Gloucegter District: one has adoor motif of broad architraves and comer-blocks, the other has
lavishly applied acom-motif dentils (a Gothic influence).

As late as 1872, most resdentid deveopment was still clustered dong Eagt Main Strest and Eadt
Gloucester Square, but constmction was o moving up the hillside on Chapd, Highland, and Plum
dredts, with scattered devdopment on Mount Plessant Ave. as well. By 1884, the District was dmogt
thoroughly built up as it istoday, a process which was completed by 1900, with scattered exceptions.
A large part of the land between Eagt Main Strest and Mt. Fleesant Avenue, and between Plum and
Chapd sreets, was owned by a few progperous busnessmen who d<o resded in the areg, ad
subdivided numerous housdots for devel opment.

Laid out by 1831, Highland Strest is one of Gloucedter's most extraordinary streatscapes, presenting
an harmonious arangement of high-quality, well-preserved buildingsin a range of forms, styles, szes
and siting.  Greco-Gothic influences ae mogt evident here in the lavish application of cross gebles,
acom dentils, broad pilagters and entablaiures, the dreet contains striking Italianate designs as well,
usually on larger-scade houses

Early resdents of Highland Street were typically middieto upper-dass budness owners.
Representative of this dret are the following properties:

The Charles A. Reed House (8 Highland Street, 1884-90; Ass. #63-13) is a small yet daborately

detailed mansard house, built for afounder of one of Gloucester's leadingfisheries.Reed & Gamage
Indicative of his busness success Reed's etate was worth a substantia $83,000 a his desth in 1916.

(continued)
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The William Parsons House (13 Highland Street, 1846-51; Ass. #64-24) was built for a merchant and
principal inthe prominent Gloucester fishery of William Parsons2d & Co. The traditional Gresk
Reviva style of this building is diginguished by itstrabested doorway, comer pilasters, and fully
pedimented gable end.

The Henrv S Wonson House (17 Highland Strest, 1840-51; Ass. #64-22) was built for the owner of
the Union Store in Eagt Gloucester Squiare, who was later awood and cod deder and grocer. This
Gresk Revival cottage is architecturdly significant for its five circular oculi with carved wreath trim
across the facade entablature- the only example of quch formal, dassic omamentation extant in the
city.

The Frederick Gerring House (25 Highland Strest, 1860-69; Ass. #64-19), is notable for its degant
combination of Greek, Gothic, and Itdlianate motifs(acom-dentilled entablatures, pilagsters, and cross
gables) within a smal cottage. Gerring was a partner in the Gerring & Douglass fishery.

At the comer of Highland Stret and Mt. Feasant Avenue isthe Charles H. Wonson House (32
Highland Street, 1884-99; Ass #64-4). Wonson was a partner in William C. Wonson & Co., fishery
and grocers, and in Herbert Wonson & Co.'s cod and wood busness He dso saved as an ingpector
of cusoms and ared edate investor, purchadng and subdividing the large lot adjacent to Mt. Pleasant
between Highland and Chapd dreets on which his own house is built.

Plum Street (Ass. # 64-31, 32, 33, 35, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55, 64 ) wes laid out ca 1848
by Samud Wonson (the owner of awharf and house & the bese of this street) and was built up ca
1850-70. Literally and figuratively pardld in devdopment to Highland Street, Plum Street formsthe
working-class counterpoint to its neighbor. Where Highland Street tends to be eclectic, sophidticated,
and daborately detailed, housing mid- to upper-cdass resdents, Plum Strest is regular, smple, and
ber, the home to large numbers of fishermen and laborers in the fishing industry. Largely intact
today. Plum Street's modest homes are remarkably similar to each other in style, plan, and detail,
largely influenced by Greco-Gothic and Itaianate themes.

Italianate and a few Queen Anne gtyle buildings filled in among the earlier amctures throughout the
Eagt Gloucester District, and range from workers housing to middle- and upper-dlass homes. The
most notable of these include:

Cdedonia Place (ca. 1884-%4; Ass #59-50), atrio of unadomed, |-1/2 story duplexes, gopearsto have
been built as gpeculative workers housing by Adolph Voss, en inventor and deder in labor-saving
fishing devices. Vosss devdopment made use of land previoudy occupied by a small pond and
dream, and was conveniently located near Norwood Place, with its cod liver oil manufactory, and
Gorton-Paw's facilities farther north & Cripple Cove (outside of the Eagt Gloucester Square District's
boundaries).

(continued)
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The Fat-Reed House (172-74 Eagt Main Strest, 1860-69; Ass. #64-59/60) is another example of the
unusud duplex building type, daboratdy detailed in a mix of Gresk Revival, Gothic Revival, ad
Itdianate styles. Throughout the 19th century, it was home to the original two families: Waher M.
Fait, who was employed in thefisheriesfirm of Leighton & Co., and Mrs. John B. Reed, whose
family included Charles Reed, founder of Reed & Gamege acrossthe dreet.

183 Ead Main Stregt (1872-84; Ass. #63-34) was built for William C. Wonson, a shipwright who
gained prominence as principal of William C. Wonson & Co. (edtablished in 1861), afi sheryad
grocers  budnessthat bore his name and occupied awharf neer the house Prominently located on
Eagt Gloucester Square (after the origind homestead was moved to the rear of the lot; sse 183 rear
Eagt Main Street), thisrichly detailed Quean Anne house exemplifiesthe burst of large scde, daborate
Victorian development in the district during the 1880s and 90s.

The original building documents for the Matthew Dedcovich House (283 Eag Main Strest, 1854; Ass.
#80-41) show that the housewas built for Dedcovich, a balagt lighter (transferring goods between ship
and shore), by housawright Charles Boynton. By 1870, Boynton had established a large and
successful business downtown that dedlt inwood, coal, and congtmction supplies (se Centra
Gloucegter District Boundary Increeseg); housebuilding was then only a minor interest.  Boynton may
be regpongble for the group of similar, acom-dentilled Gresk Reviva cotteges which are virtually
exclusive to the Eag Gloucester Square District.

The David Robinson House (77 Mt. Heesat Ave,, ca 1885, Ass. #64-7) is a Satdy Itdianate villa.

A prominent local citizen, Robinson was treesurer of the great Atlantic Halibut Co. on Duncan's Point,
downtown. He was dected mayor of Gloucester in 1887 as the Temparance Republican candidate,

and was renowned for resigning in 1888 after refusing to sign the ddermen's order to grant liquor
licensss in the city.

Another inthe group of spadous and degant Itdianate homes dudered a the intersection of Mt.
Fessant and Highland is the Josgph M. Parsons House (79 Mt. Fleesant Ave,, 1872-73; Ass. #64-6).
Parsonswes clerk and eventudly principal partner in William Parsons 2d & Co., wholesde fisheries.
The Parsonswere a large and established Gloucester family, of what was in the mid-19th century
called "respectable stock” (Babson: 125).

Finally, afew of Gloucegter's grandest and most unusud Victorian mandons are ¢mng dong Mt.
Fessant Ave. on Banner Hill, the homes of wedlthy owners who often overlooked their businesses on
Eagt Main Street. The mogt notable of these include the edlectic AmosA. Story Houses and Garege &
113-A and 115-B Mt. Flessant Ave. (1884-99 and 1872-84; Ass. #78-31, 78-29). A ship's carperter
in 1860, AmosA. Story (1826-1911) proceeded to devdop a progoerous lumber business a the foot of
Banner Hill. In 1899 the houses and budnesswere connected by a long, Segp dairway downthe
hillside.

(continued)
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Nearby isthe Roger W. Wonson House (121 Mt. Flessart Ave., 1860-69; Ass. #78-24), buih for one
of the principa partners in John F. Wonson & Co. (see d<o the firm's heedquarters a 233-237 Eagt
Main Street). Thisdegant Itdianate house is architecturdly distinguished by itsvilla form, high-style
detailing (including aflush-boardedbdvedere), and etate-like setting.

The city-wide decline of the fishing industry that began after World War | affected East Gloucester as
well. Some of the more dramatic moments dong the district'swaterfront in the first half of the 20th
century came during Prohibition, when a Coast Guard bese housed on Parson's wharf was usd for the
pursuit of coagd mm-mnners.

Fortunately for the Eagt Gloucester Souare Didtrict, summer visitors and artigs (sse Summer Resort
and Artist Communities Contexts) provided new economic vitality. The gallery of the North Shore
Arts Association, for example (7 Pirates Lane, ca. 1885; Ass. #63-47), occupies a wood-frame
warehouse on the old Wonson's Wharf that wes built as abam on Plum Sirest and moved to the Ste
by Thomeas E. Reed, who usad it as amachine and paint shop and sorage for his freight-handling
busness (== 5 Pirates Lane, below). The North Shore Arts Association bought the building from
Read in 1922.

Many of the district'sindustrial buildings have been demolished, and for the last half century the
waterfront has sarved mostly plessure craft. Three active boat yards remain. The mogt historically
and architecturally significant of these is the Bescon Marine Complex (211 Eag Main Street, mid
19th to early 20th century; Ass. #79-2), which contains buildings formerly occupied by the Resd &
Gamage plant. The 19th century schoonar Coronet, among other larger vessdls continues to tie up
here.

At Wonson's Wharf, behind the North Shore Arts Association, a number of pleesure boas tie up a an
annex of Brown's Boat Yard, whose main facility is located just to the north of the district boundaries.
Finally, a small boat yard and shop are located a the end of Norwood Court (6 Norwood Court, ca
1900 to mid 20th century; Ass. #59-91), providing sorage and dock specefor both lobgter boats and
plessure craft.

Two notable early 20th century buildings surviveinthe digtrict, one a Eag Gloucester Square and one
a the southem end of the district. The large Shingle Style building a 5 Pirates Lane (ca 1905; Ass.
#63-44) is now a largely resdentia condominium, but was apparently built as awarehouse and office
for Thomas E. Reed'sfreight-handlingbusness on Wonson's Wharf (sse North Shore Arts
Association, above).

Reed's busness included loading and unloading vessdlsand hauling freight from the train depot and
other locations around town. The company's maritime connections were strong, however, as Resd
oparaed three geam lighters for heavy trangportation in the harbor (the Abbott Coffin, the Eagle, and
the Philip), which were known for their work off-loading cargo from the huge st Seamers that

(continued)
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frequented the city. At its pesk, the company owned 120 horses and employed 150 men.

Changing with the times. Read offered an Eagem Point & Bass Rocks Baggage Express, which
apparently focused on the areds new summer colonies (sse Summer Resorts Context). Eventually, he
aso developed a well-known motor tmcking busness, the Boston & Gloucester Express. After Reed
died in 1939, 5 Reed's Lane was convated into artists dudios and then gpartments.

The Gloucester Stage Co. (267 Eagt Main Stredt, ca 1910205 Ass. #80-32) occupies a low, brick
commercid building that originally houssd the Twin Light Garage During the mid 20th century, the
gmcture was used by Gorton's of Gloucester (succesor to Gorton-Pew); it now houses a thedter.

With the exceptions of the massve concrete cold dorage facility a 159 Eag Main Street (ca 1970)
and a small cluster of resdentid infill on Smith's Cove- both on the harbor's elp— very little new
congtmction intermpts the cohesive historic character of the East Gloucester Square District. The
integrity and variety of the District are among its most impressive characterigtics today— an unusud
mix of building types, syles, dzes and socio-economic dassesheld together by condgent quality
and strong physical and visua relationships to the water.

Archaeologica Significance

This district contains a mixture of domestic, commercid, and industtial Stesrdated to maritime
activities inthe village. Archaeologica resources on individua properties, when combined as a
district, can address larger quedtions about the cydes of change in the maritime economy, as well as
specific research topics conceming ethnicity, foodways, and relative economic datusin a New
England fishing village.

Few eighteenth- and early ningteenth-century stmctures are inthe district; the three most important
examples gopear to have undargone extendve architectural and landscgpe modificationsthat may limit
their potential to contain intact archaeologica resources (Smith. Griffin and Douglass Houses, all on
Eagt Main Street.  Houses with larger yards, primarily of Gregk Revival style, offer more potential; the
William E. Wonson House (183 R East Main Street), retains adequiate Soece around the house itself

for resources like trash pits, earlier dmctures, and evidence of landscaping. The hypothesized major
renovation of the house (ca. 1840) suggedt that evidence about the evolution of the smcture may still
survive archaeologically.

Archaeological resources inthe later houses of the elite may offer insght into the materia culture of
families who controlled the waterfront. Among these are the George Douglass House (27 Highland
Street) and the William C. Wonson House (183 East Main Street).  Although archaeologica festures
may have ardatively low level of visibility for these types of properties, they probably surviveinthe
form of privies, wellsand other trash scatters located near the reer property lines.

(continued)
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Among the potentially significant industrial dtes are the John F. Wonson Companv Complex (233-37
Eagt Main Street), which retains granite-lined wharves as well as a complex of fish houses and dheds
aong the surface of the wharves. Similarly, the wharves themsdves (Wonson's Wharf and Parson's
Wharf) can address questions about the technology and development of these important maritime
support stmctures.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description:

Heeserefer to the atached City of Gloucester Assessor's Maps Scde 1" = 40. The district
boundaries follow current property lines as drawn on those maps (#s 59, 63, 64, 77, 78, 79, 80, 131).

Verba Boundary Justification:

Boundaries for the Eagt Gloucester Square Higtoric Digtrict are basad on the extent of devd opment
during the period of significance (ca 1700-1945) and current levels of integrity. Recognizing the
evolutionary nature of marine indugtrial and commercid properties, integrity are lower than for
resdential or institutional properties. Decidons basad on these factorsyield a district that
encompasses the linear mixed-use spine of East Main Strest which skirtsthe esst Sde of Gloucester
Harbor between the topographical brackets of Rocky Neck (S) and Parson's Point/Wharf (N), and a
compect residential area centered on Highland and Plum Streats extending up and away (E) from the
harbor to the ridge traversed by Mount Fleesart Avenue.

Specificaly, the north boundary on Eagt Main Strest encompassesthe houses and wharves of Norwood
Court and the mid-19th century Vinal McCaeb House (eest dde of dreet), and the double workers
cottage of Caedonia Place (west dde of dreet) but stops short of a modem marine/lcommercia
complex (E) and a modem ges dation (W); historic resources beyond this point have generdly
experienced major dterations. The mgjor intmsion of the modern O'Donnell-Usen fish processing
plant is included because it occupies the historically important Parson's Point/Wharf whose origins and
charecter are reveded in the mid-19th century granite seawals that remain intact dong its perimeter.
Elsawhere, the northem boundary exdudes Chepd Strest which achieved only spotty devd opment
during the period of sgnificance, and is how characterized primarily by a mix of ahered higtoric, ad
post-World War |1 dwellings; a modem brick gpartment house is especidly a odds with the historic
character, scde, and materids of the district. The well detailed and presarved Itdianate style house a
41 Chapd Street, & Mount Flessant Avenue is an exception to this generd mle, and is thusincluded
in the district.

The southem boundary on Eagt Main Sirest dopswhere it aouts the proposed Rocky Neck National
Regider District, and where Eagt Main Streat tums to Eagem Point Boulevard with its focus on tum-
of-the-century summer resort devdopment. Thewell detailed and presarved Gregk Reviva syle
cottage a 4 Eagtem Point Boulevard, a itsjunction with Eag Main Stredt, is an exception to this
generd mle, and isthus included inthe district.

The Eastem boundary is redfricted to a small area & the intersection of Mt. Flessant Avenue ad

Highland Street, reflecting the fact that dterations and post-World Wer |1 intmsions predominate in
other arees Two edtate parcds & 115B Mount Feesant Avenue and 121 Mount Pleesant Avenue

(continued)
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which extend through to Eagt Main Strest and athird containing a mid-19th century house & the
intersection of Eag Main Street, are exogptions to this genad mle, and ae thus included in the
district.

The Westem boundary follows the low weater line of Glouceser Harbor to include the buildingsand
dmctures related to the primary maritimeindustries.

(end)



ASSH

59-50

5950

5950

599

5949

5948

5947

5946

5044

INV# STREET ADDRESS

na

na

na

na

na

130

na

na

na

na

na

na

145

na

na
na

5-7 Cdedonia Hace

6-8 Cdedonia Pace

10-12 Cdedonia Pace

41 Chapd Stret

5 Davis Strest
6 Davis Strest

8 Davis Sret

9 Davis Sregt
10 Davis Strest

11 Davis Srregt

126 Eagt Main Sfret
128 Eadt Main Street
130 Ea#t Main Strest
132 Ea¢ Main Street

134 Eat Main Strest
sane

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

Double Workers House
Double Workers House
Double Workers House

Benjamin Robinson House
gaage

J. Anderson House

David Marble House

M. Peterson House
Thed

W. Brown House
J. Douglass House

H. Saulnear House
gaege

Adolf Vose Store
S A. Rowe House
Griffin House
DouglissHouse

Samnud R. Crane House
Garage

DATE
post-1884
post-1884
post-1884
ca 187/0s
ca 1990
ca 1850
1851-1860
ca 1890
ca 1960
ca 1880
ca 1850

ca 1870s
ca 1930

ca 1890
ca 1870
1730

ca 1890

ca 1870
ca 1930

Page 10f 16

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Queen Anne (dde gable)
Queen Anne (dde gable)
Queen Anne (dde gable)

Italianate (gable end)
na

Grek Reviva (half house)

Grek Reviva (five bay)

Queen Anne (gable end)
na

Italianate (gable end)
Greek Revivdl (five bay)

Itaianate (gable end)
na

Itdianate (Commercia)
Italianate (gable end)
Georgian (center chimney)
Queen Anne (major alts)

Italianate (L-plan)
na

STATUS
gB
gB

gB

gB
ND B

gB
gB

gB
ND B

gB
gB

agB
gB

gB
gB
gB
NI B

gB
gB



63-6

63-7

63-19

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

n‘a
n‘a

146

n/a

146

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

134 East Main Stret
sane

136 East Main Sret

138 East Main Strest

139 East Main Stret

140 Ea Main Stret

142 Eag Main Strest

145 East Main Stret

145R Eadt Main Stret

145R Eadt Main Street

146 East Main Stret

147 Eagt Main Stregt

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

Sanud R. Crane House
Garage
Charles Marson House
shed
granite curbing

vacat lot

Vina McCaeb House
gaege

H.F. Douglass House
gaage

JF. Wonson House
granite curbing

Tar & Noyes House
granite retaining wall
g

Tarr & Noyes House

House

F.G. Wonson House

granite curbing

George Lish House

147Ra Eagt Main Strest Vacant

DATE

ca 1870
ca 1930

1869-73

M 20th cen.
ca 1870
na

1869-72

8 88 8 8 888 88 88 8

5

Pege 2 of 16

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Italianate (L-plan)
na

Italianate (gable end)
na
na
na

Gresk Reviva (five bay)
na

Quean Anne (gable end)
na

Itdianate
na

Late Federd (half house)

na
na

Quean Anne (major ats)

Quean Anne (major ats)

Italianate (five bay)
na

Federd (major alts)

na

STATUS

C/B
C/B

C/B

NC/B
C/s

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/s

C/B
C/s
NC/B
NC/B
NC/B

C/B
s

NC/B



ASsH

63-16

63-21

639

63-10
63-24

63-57

63-11

63-11

63-11

63-26, 27

INVJ

na

na

na

148

na

na

149

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

STREET ADDRESS
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

147Rb Eag Main Sfreet House

149Ra Eag Main Stret House

149Rb Eag Main Stregt Vacant

148 Eagt Main Strest

149 Eag Main Strest

150-152 Eag Main S.

153 Eag Main Stret

153R Ead Main Strest

154 Eag Main Strest

155 Eag Main Stret

156 Eagt Main Strest

157 Ea¢t Main Strest

158 Eag Main Strest

158R Ead Main Stret

158R Eag Main Stret
159 Eag Main Strest

William Lane House
Tar House

Store (double)

The Church

House

Store

Pearsons House

Store (E. Glouc. Variety)

vacant

Store (Pirate Cove Market)

House

garege

House
O'Donndl-Usen Freezer

DATE

M 20th cen.

M 20th cen.

na

1851-63

ca 1830

L 19th cen.

M 20th cen.

ca 1900

ca 1850

ca 1880

na

ca 1830

L 1Sth cen.

ca 1950

L 19th cen.

ca 1970

Parson's Wharf (granite) M-L 19th

Page 3 of 16

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Modem

Modem

na

Gresk Revivd (five bay)
Quean Anne (magjor alts)
Italianate

Quean Anne

Modem

Commercid (gable end)
Gresk Revival (five bay)
Commercid (gableend)
na

Commercid (gableend)

Queen Anne (gable end)
na

Queen Anne (five bay)

Modem
n‘a

STATUS

NC/B

NC/B

Vv

C/B

NC/B

C/B

C/B

NC/B

C/B

C/B

C/B

C/B

C/B
NC/B

C/B

NC/B
C/s



64-57

64-59/60

64-61
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

INV.# STREET ADDRESS PROPERTY NAME

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

151

n‘a

na

na

160 East Main Strest

161 Eat Main Stret

164 East Main Strest

166 Eag Main Srest

167 East Main Strest

160 Eas Main Strest

169Ra

House
granite retaining wall

Emanud Wonson House

House
random ashlar ret. wall

House
random ashlar ret. wall

House
Store

Vacant

169Rb Eag Main Stret William Wonson Wharf

170 East Main Strest

170 Eag Main Strest

171 Eagt Main Strest

172-74 Eag Main S.

176 Eagt Main Strest

Douglass House
granite retaining wall

gaege

Store
shed

Fat-Reed House
granite retaining wall

House
random ashler ret. wall

DATE

ca 1860
ca 1860

1825

ca 1830
ca 1830

1830
ca 1830

ca 1870

ca 1830

na

M-L 1%th c.

1730-90
ca 1840

ca 1930

M 20th cen.
M 20th cen.

1860-69
ca 1860

ca 1850
ca 1850
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Itaianate (five bay)
na

Grek Revivd (magjor alts)

Federd (five bay)
na

L. Federd cottage (five bay)
na

Italianate (four bay)
Itadianate
na

na

Georgian cottage (five bay)
na

n/a (msticated cone, block)

Modem (altered)
na

Greek/Gothic/Itdianate
n‘a

Grek Revivd (five bay)
na

STATUS

C/B
C/s

C/B

C/B
C/s

C/B
C/s

C/B

C/B

\Y%

C/s

C/B
C/s

C/B

NC/B
NC/B

C/B
s

C/B
C/s



EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Ass# INV# STREET ADDRESS PROPERTY NAME DATE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM STATUS
64-62 na 178 Ead Main Srest Store ca 1830 Federd (five bay; rear wall) C/B
64-63 153 12 Eag Main Sttet Jeremiah Coes House 183050 Gresk Revival (five bay) cB
granite curbing ca 1850 c/s
gaage ca 1950 na NC/B
63-34 4 183 Eat Main Sret William C. Wonson House ca 1830 Queen Anne cB
garege ca 1930 na B
63-33 1556 18R Eadt Main Sret William E. Wonson House  1730-90 Colonial C/B
s
64-65 na 134 Eagt Main Srest  House ca 1870 Itdianate cB
house ca 1970 Modem NC/B
63-35 na 187-189 Eagt Main &. Double-House ca 18680s Itaianate C/B
78-36 na 188 Esg Main Sret Vacant na na vV
63-36 na 193195 Eat Main . Sore 1892 Italianate cB
63-37 na 197 Eag¢ Main Sret  House/Store ca 1880s Itaianate (gable end) C/B
63-50 na 19 Eag Main Sret House ca 1850 Gresk Revival Cottage (3 bay) C/B
granite seawal M-L 1Sth na C/s
63-51 na 19 12 Eag Main &. House L 19th cen. Itaianate (gable end) CB
granite seawal M-L 19th na C/s
79-19 na 200 Ead Main Sret Vecant na na \Y

Pege 5 of 16



Ass#

63-52

na

79-1

79-18

792

79-20

79-16

7921

80-8

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

na

n/a

na

na

na

n/a

na

na

na

201 Eag Main Strest

n‘a

Eag Main Strest

210 Eag Main Strest

211 Eag Main Stret

212 Eag Main Strest

214 Eagt Main Stret

Eag Main Stregt

221A Ead Main Sttet

226 Eag Main Strest

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

House
granite retaining wall
granite seawdl

DATE

ca 1860s
ca 18a0s
M-L 1Sth

Robinson's Cove Causawvay M 19th cen.

Robinson's Cove/Landing

Wonson's wharf/seawalls

House
granite retaining wall

Read & Gamege Fish Yard

L 19th cen.
ca 1860s

granitewharfgpiersetc M 19th cen.

schooner Coronet
filleting shed
sed
shed
caane
House
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant

House

19th cen.

L 1Sth cen.
ca 1900

E 20th cen.
E 20th cen.
ca 1980
na

n‘a

n‘a

ca 1900

Pege 6 of 16

E 18th cen.n/aC/S

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Itaianate (gable end)
na

n‘a

n‘a

M 1%h cen.

Italianate (alt)
na

L 19th cen.Commercia/Industria

n‘a
n‘a
n/a
n/a
n‘a
n‘a
Modem
n‘a
n/a
n‘a

Colonia Rev. (Foursquare)

STATUS

C/B
Cc/s
Cc/s

Cc/s

naC/St

C/B
cs

C/B
cs
g
CB
C/B
cs

NC/B

C/B



ASsH

9 2

80- 7
79-5

80-6

79-6,7,8

80-24
80-22, 23
79-9

80- 21

79-10

INV# STREET ADDRESS

n‘a 227 Ead Main Strest

n‘a 228 Ea¢t Main Stret
na 229 Eag Man Strest

na 230 Eag Main Stret

1% 233-37 Ea# Main .

n‘a 234 Es Main Stret

na 236 Eag Main Street
na 238 Ea# Main Stret
na 239 Ea# Main Stret
na 240 Eag Main Street

na 241-43 Eag Main S

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

Shop

granite wharf
ges tanks

House
Building

House
granite retaining wall

gaege
John F. Wonson Co. Store

granite wharf

Sad (1)

ad (2)

Sed (3)

shed (4)
W. H. CrossHouse=

granite retaining wall
J W. Lund Hous=
Charles Stevenson House
House

C. Rowe Hous=

House
granite seawdl

DATE
ca 1900
M-L 19th
M 20th

ca 187/0s

M 20th cen.

ca 18a0s
ca 1860s

M 20th cen.

1851-72
M-L 19th
ca 1900
L 20th cen.
L 19th cen.
L 19th cen.

ca 189%0s
L 1Sth cen.

ca 1860s

ca 1830

ca 1920s

ca 18a0s

ca 1920s
M-L 19th
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Quemn Anne (gableend)
na

na
Italianate (three bay)

Colonia Reviva (brick)

Italianate (Cape)
na

na
Grek Revival
na
na
na

na
na

Quemn Anne (gable end)
na

Italianate (gable end)
Ital/Queen Anne (gable end)
Colonia Reviva

Gresk Rev. (three bay cottage)

Colonid Reviva (cottage)
na

STATUS
CB
C/s
NC/St
CB
NC/B
CB
C/s
NC/B
CB
C/s
CB
NC/B
CB
cB

cB
C/s

CB

CB

CB

CB

CB
C/s



ASSH

79-11

131-1

79-12

131-2

131-3

79-14

1314

79-15

80-27

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

na 242 Eag Main Strest

n‘a 245 B¢ Main Stret

na 246 Eagt Main Stteet

na 247 Ea¢ Main Srest

na 248 Ea¢ Man Srest

n‘a 249 Eag Main Stret

na 250 East Main Strrest
n‘a 251 Main Street

n‘a 252 Ea# Main Srrest

na 253 Ea# Main Strest

na 255 Eag Main Stret

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

G. L. Randdl Hous=
shed

House
cx iron fence
granite seawdl
House

House
granite seawdl

House
bam/garage

House
granite seawdl

House
House

Danid Gill House

granite retaining wall

Smith House
granite seawdl

House

garage (a Street)
granite seawdl

DATE

ca 18a60s
M 20th cen.

ca 1850
L 19th cen.
M-L 1Sth
E 20th cen.

1851-72
M-L 1%th

ca 1850s
19th cen.

ca 1900
M-L 19th

19th

ca 1900

1851-72

M 19th cen.

1730-80
M-L 19th

ca 1980s
L 20th cen.
M-L 1S9th
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Gresk Rev. (three bay cottage)

na

Grek Rev. (five bay cottage)
na
na

Craftaman

Grek Revivd (gable end)
na

Grek Revivd (five bay)

Colonid Reviva Foursquare
na

Fedeard (Sdegable)

Colonid Reviva

Gresk Revivd (five bay)
na

Colonia (gambrd)
na

Modem
n‘a
na

STATUS

C/B
NC/B

C/B
/s
/s
C/B

C/B
/s

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/s

C/B

NC/B

C/B
/s

C/B
s

NC/B
NC/B
Cc/s



ASSH

80-31

INV# STREET ADDRESS

na

na

na

160

na

na

na

na

na

na

na

257 Eag Main Stret

250 Eagt Main Stteet

260 Eagt Main Stret

261 Esg Main Stret

262 Eag Main Stret

263 Eag Main Stret

265 Eagt Main Srrest

267 Eag Main Sirest

269 Eagt Main Srrest

271 Eag Main Stret

27375 Eag Main S

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT

GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

House
g
granite seawdl

House

cottage

granite seawdl
House
William H. Wonson|| Hse

garage
granite retaining wall

House

House
gaege

House
granite retaining wall

E. Glouceser Sege/
Gorton's

Sore

cottage

W. Sevens Sore

Issec Patch Sore
goatments

DATE

L 20th cen.
L 20th cen.
M-L 19th

ca 1880
ca 1900
M-L 19th
L 19th cen.

1860s
M 20th cen.

M 19th cen.

L 19th cen.

L 20th cen.
L 20th cen.

ca 1930s
L 19th cen.

ca 1910s

ca 1870s

ca 1870s

ca 1900

ca 1900
ca 1970s
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Colonia Reviva

na
na

Italianate (gable end)

Queen Anne
na

Itdianate

Greek/Gothic/Itdianate

na
na

Italianate (gable end)

Modem
na

Colonia Revival

na

Colonia Revivd Commercid

Itdianate

Italianate (deteriorated)

Quen Anne

Quen Anne (gable end)
Modern (wood frame)

STATUS
NC/B
NC/B
C/s
CB
CB
C/s
CB
CB
NC/B
C/s
CB

NC/B
NC/B

CB
C/s

CB

CB

CB

CB

CB
NC/B



EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Ass# INV# STREET ADDRESS PROPERTY NAME DATE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM STATUS
80-37 na 277-79 Eag Main .  Art Gdlery ca 1900 Quean Anne (gable end) cB
granite retaining wall L 19th cen. na c/s
80-36 na 277R Eagt Main Stteet house ca 1970 Modem NC/B
80-38 161 281 Esg¢ Main Sret Danid A. Gill House 1860s Greek/Gothic/Itdianate cB
house ca 1920s Craftsman cB
granite retaining wall M 19th cen. " CIs
a
80-39, 40 na 28R Eag Main Strest Vecant na " \Y
a
8041 162 283 Ead Main Sret Matthew Dedcovich House 1854 _ _ C/B
Grek Reviva (five bay)
80-43, 44 na 283R Eat Main Stret Vecant na " v
a
131-7 163 4 Eaden PointRoad  James Coas House 1860-69 Gresk Reviva (five bay) CB
e ca 1960 na NC/B
80-26 164 3 Gerring Road George Wonson J. House  184-72 Grek Reviva (three bay) CB
805 165 4 Gerring Road William S Spurr House 1897-99 Colonia Revival cB
64-37 na 1 Highland Court na na na C/B
78-37 na 15 Highland Court House ca 1930 Colonia Revival c/B
adhlar retaining wall ca 1930 na C/s
64-28 na 5Highland Stret House ca 1925 Dutch Colonia CcB
random ashlar ret. wall ca 1925 na CIs
63-12 na 6 Highland Stret Samud Haskdl House ca 1870 Italianate (gable end) C/B
garege ca 1960 na NC/B
e ca 1960 na NC/B
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AssH

64-24

64-23

591

59-7

INV# STREET ADDRESS

na

167

na

n/a

n‘a

168

n‘a

n/a

n‘a

169

n‘a

7 Highland Street

8 Highland Street

9 Highland Street

10 Highland Sireet

11 Highland Stret

13 Highland Sirest

14 Highland Stret

15 Highland Sirest

16 Highland Street

17 Highland Stret

18 Highland Sireet

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

John W. Coffin House

gaage
granite retaining wall

Charles Reed House
granite retaining wall

Charles Dagle House
granite retaining wall

Charles Story House
granite retaining wall

David ParsonsHouse
granite retaining wall

William Parsons House
gaage
granite retaining wall

Charles Story House

G. H. Martin House
granite retaining wall

House
gaege

Henry Wonson House

C. Tar House
gaege

DATE
ca 1850
ca 1930
ca 1850

1884-90
ca 1880s

ca 1860s
ca 1860s

ca 1860s
ca 18a0s

ca 1870
ca 1870

1846-51
ca 1930
ca 1850
ca 1860s

ca 1880s
ca 1880s

c. 1930
c. 1930

1840-51
ca 1850
ca 1930
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Grek Reviva (five-bay)
na
na

Second Empire
na

Greek/Gothic Revivd
na

Italianate (gable end)
na

Italianate (gable end)
na

Grek Revival (gable end)
na

na

Itaianate (five bay)

Itaianate (five bay)
na

Bungdow
na

Grek Revivd (five bay)

Grek Reviva (3 bay, 2 gory)
na

STATUS

C/B
CcB
s

CcB
s

CcB
C/s

CcB
C/s

CcB
s

CcB
CcB
s
C/B

CcB
s

CcB
CcB

CcB

CcB
CcB



ASSH

64-21

64-17

64-19

64-1

64-18

64-2

64-3

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

170

na

171

na

172

na

173

174

n‘a

na

175

176

19 Highland Stret

20 Highland Strest

23 Highland Street

24 Highland Street

25 Highland Sirest

26 Highland Street
27 Highland Street

28 Highland Street

30 Highland Sirest

3R Highland Strest

32 Highland Sirest

37 Highland Stret

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME
Samud Wonson House

Dr. Evdeth House
bam/garage

Stephen Martin House
gaage

M. Bamett House
gaege

Frederick Gerring House
granite retaining wall

Charles Wonson Edate
George Douglass House

Baptist Parsonage
shed

G. D. Saunders House
granite retaining wall
house
house

CharlesH. Wonson House

granite garage
granite retaining wall

Franklin A. Wonson House

gaage
granite retaining wall

DATE

1851-69

ca 1880
ca 1880

1860s
ca 1930

ca 1860s
ca 1930

1860s
ca 1860s

ca 18a0s

1884-85

1880-84
ca 1960

L 19th cen.
L 1Sth
ca 1980
ca 1900

1884-99
ca 1930
ca 1880s

1851-55
ca 1930
ca. 1850s

Pege 12 of 15

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Grek Reviva (five bay)

Itdianate
n‘a

Cr. Rev./Ital. (gableend)
na

Italianate/Gothic Reviva
n‘a

Greek/Gothic/ltalianate
na

Gr. Rev./Ita. (gableend)
Second Empire

Italianate (gable end)
na

Italianate (gable end)
na
Garrison Colonial

Quean Anne (gable end)

Italianate (gable end)
na
na

Italianate (gable end)
na

n‘a

STATUS

CB

CB
CB

CB
CB

CB
CB

C/B
s

CB

CB

CB
NC/B

CB
C/s
NC/B
CB

CB
CB
s

CB
CB
C/s



ASSH

77-16

77-21

77-22

77-23

64-7

T7-24

64-6

77-30

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

178

na

n‘a

na

n‘a

19

na

181

n‘a

na

62 Mt.

64 Mt.

68 Mt.

72 Mt.

74 Mt.

75 Mt.

77 Mt.

78 Mt.

79 Mt.

80 Mt.

81 Mt.

Fessat Ave.

Fessat Ave.

Fessat Ave.

Fessatt Ave.

Fessat Ave.

Fessatt Ave.

Fessat Ave.

Fessat Ave

Fessat Ave

Fessat Ave.

Fessat Ave

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

Thomas Hillier House
fiddstone wall

cottage
shed

Samud G. Wonson House
granite retaining wall

cottage
shed
A. R. Wonson House
S F. Downs House
C. Martin House
E. Glouceser Engine House
David Robinson House
granite curbing
shed

House

Josph M. Parsons House
granite retaining wall

House
George Sayward House

granite retaining wall
shed

DATE

1754
1%th cen.

E 20th cen.

ca 19/0s

ca 1880s
19th cen.

E 20th cen.
E 20th cen.

ca 1890s
ca 189%0s
ca 189%0s
1873

ca 1830s
ca 1880
ca 1970
ca 1850

1872-73
ca 1870s

ca 1840
ca 1870s

ca 1870s
ca 1970
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Georgian (five bay)
na

Craftsman

na

Itaianate (gable end)
na

Craftsman (Deteriorated)
na

Quean Anne (gable end)
Quean Anne (gable end)
Italianate (gable end)
[talianate

Itaianate Villa

n‘a
n‘a

Late Federd (3 bay, 2 sory)

Italianate (L-plan)
na

Full Cgoe

Italianate (gable end)
na

na

STATUS
CB
C/s
CB
NC/B
CB
/s
NC/B
NC/B
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
C/s
NC/B
CB

CB
C/s

CB
CB

C/s
NC/B



AsSsH

77-31

78-24

7917

5091

INV# STREET ADDRESS

na

na

3

B

R

na

na

na
na

na

na

82 Mt. Pessat Ave.

82R Mt. Pessatt Ave.

113A Mt. Pleasant Ave.

115B Mt. Plessat Ave.

121 Mt. Hessat Ave.

125 Mt. FHeassant Ave.

2 Norwood Court

3 Norwood Court

5 Norwood Court

6 Norwood Court

5 Praes Lane

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME

George M. Wonson House
shed

House
gaege

Amos Story Family House

AmosA. Story House

Roger Wonson House
g

House
granite wall

gaege

House
granite retaining wall
9

Vacant

House
shad

Boat Shop (1)
boat shop (2)
shed (3)
shed (4)

Condominiums

DATE

ca 1840
L 19th cen.

ca 1920s
ca 1920s

1884-89

1862-84

1860s
ca 1970

ca 1850

M 19th cen.
M 20th cen.

ca 1870
M-L 1Sth
E 20th cen.
na

ca 1860

M 20th cen.

M 20th cen.

c. 1900

M 20th cen.
M 20th cen.

E 20th cen.
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Late Federd (5 bay cottege)

board & batten

Craftsman
na

Italianate/Second Empire

[tdianate/Queen Anne

Italianate (gable end)
na

Gresk Revival
na
na

Italianate (gable end)
na

na
na

Gresk Revival (five bay)
na

na (meta)

n/a (wood frame)
na

na

Quean Anne

STATUS

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B

C/B

C/B

cB
NC/B

C/B
s
NC/B

cB
as
C/B

\Y%

cB
NC/B

NC/B
C/B

NC/B
NC/B

cB



AssH#

63-46

63-47

63-38

63-40

63- 41

64- 31

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

INV# STREET ADDRESS PROPERTY NAME

na

na

1337

na

na

na

na

na

Praes Lane

6 Piraes Lane

7 Praes Lane

(=0 197R Eagt Main)

1 Rrates Way
3 Rrates Way
5 Pirates Way
6 Pirates Way

6 Plum Sttet

Plum Strest
7 Plum Strest

9 Plum Strest

10 Plum Strest
11 Plum Stregt

12 Plum Strest

Vacant

Boat Shop/Cottage

North Shore Arts Ass.

House

Crentin House
granite retaining wall

Vacant
lda F. Tar House

George Gerring . House
gaage

Ella F. Vamney House
C. Peterson House
S C. Douglass House

granite retaining wall
gaage

DATE

na

ca 1900

ca 1885

L 19th cen.

L 19th cen.

ca 1900
M 20th cen.

L 19th cen.

1870-90
ca 1870

na

187595

1840-60
ca 1930

1830-60
1840-60
187595

ca 1830
ca 1930
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM
na

Colonia Rev. (gambrd roof)

Queen Anne (gable end)

Italianate (gable end)
Itaianate (gable end)

Colonial Rev. (Foursquare)
na

Italianate cottage

Queen Anne (gable end)
na

na

Itaianate (gable end)

Gresk Revivd (five bay)
na

Grek Revival (gable end)

Gresk Revival (five bay)

Queen Anne (gable end)
na
na

STATUS
Vv
cB

CB

CB
CB

CB
NC/B

cB

cB
as

\Y%

CB

CB
cB

CB
CB
CB

/s
CB



Ass#H

64-51

64-52

64-48

64-47

INV.# STREET ADDRESS

Q 15 Plum Stret
na Plum Strest (rear)

Q 158 Plum Strest

Q 15A Plum Sregt

Q 17 Plum Strest

Q Pum Sregt

Q 19 Pum Strest

Q 21 Plum Stregt

Q 22 Pum Sregt

25 Plum Srest

Resource Count

Resource

Buildings
Smctures
Stes
Objects
Totds

EAST GLOUCESTER SQUARE DISTRICT
GLOUCESTER, (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

PROPERTY NAME
E. Pingree House
Vecant

House
gaege

House

DouglassMerchant House
cobblestone ret. wall

Vacant (school site)

M. K. Chambers House
granite retaining wall

Herbert McQuin House
granite retaining wall

G. Douglass House

J. S McQuin House
granite retaining wall

Confributina  Non-contributing

-

DATE

1840-60

na

187595
ca 1930

E 20th cen.

1840-60

L 19th cen.

na

ca 1850s

1840-60
ca. 1850

187090

1840-60
ca 1850
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE/FORM

Grek Reviva (gable end)
na

Itdianate
na

Quean Anne

Gresk Reviva (five bay)
na

na

Italianate/Gothic Revival
na

Gresk Revival (five bay)
na

Gresk Reviva (five bay)

Gresk Revival (five bay)
na

STATUS

CB

\Y%

CB
CB

CB

CB
s

\Y%

CB
c/s

CB
/s

CB

CB
c/s
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