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Powder House Lot

Mariaj Sanchez Powder House Site}
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Florida
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300' south of intersection of Marine & Heqarxck^Sts . x&JyMarine £
CITY OR TOWN:
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

Q District Q Building SD Public Public Acquisition: 

[^ Site Q Structure D Private Q '" Process 

Q Object D Botn D Being Cons

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 1 Agricultural 1 1 Government 3£"l Park 

Q Commercial EH Industrial Q Private Residence 

ED Educational EU Mi itary Q Religious 

[ | Entertainment EH Museum | | Scientific

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

n Occupied Yes:
Wn ii • j 1 1 Restricted 
•ft-l Unoccupied

Ida red i — in . . S Unrestricted loereo Q Preservation work ^

in progress ' — '

1 I Transportation 1 1 Comments 

I"! Other (Sper.ify)
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OWNER'S NAME:

St. Johns County
STREET AND NUMBER:

County Court House
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Augustine
STATE: CODE

Florida 12
lilliilllliiililliillllillliilillill

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

St. Johns County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

Kina and Cordova
Cl TY OR TOWN:

St. Auaustine
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Not represented
DATE OF SURVEY: | | Federal

STATE CODE

Florida 12
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| State | | County | | Local
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CONDITION
| | Excellent

JT] Altered

n Good D Fair

(Check One,) 

r~] Deteriorated

(Check One) 

[~) Unaltered

f~] Ruins ^1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

D Moved ^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (If known ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The foundations of the Powder House were excavated in the 
summer of 1970 by the Historic St. Augustine Preservation 
~Boarci adding~ax cKaeologicaT data" to a hrstoricaT~Tf airiework 
~E»asecl on documentary evidence. The site is presently an open 
field. In recent time, it has also served as a county nursery 
and ball park.

^Engineer Berrjjo^planned the structurj^jmd £a^i^jc^ojnEl.ete 
between 1797 "and" 1800. "~in his Inventory of powder' on hand, 
datecPjXine 30 , "TTSIKTr a detailed description of the structure 
is provided. A masonry wall surrounded .the ̂.,b\^Jd.ij!ia. .and^had 
J*tpj^j3eji^y_lDO^e^ Entrance to the 
enclosure™ was "thFough a two-leaTecf "<J6or/gate with iron hard­ 
ware which pierced the north wall. The walls of thejmagaz^ne 
were of coquina (shell-rock) with a tile *£porT~~"TEs "entrance 
was r^67TTKB~easF''s1i3e"" of "tliebiiri^ing "through double doors of 
two leafs also fitted with iron hardware. Apparently there 
was a double shuttered window on the west side.

The overall dimenisions were 56 ' x BJLJv' with the Powder
A €Ke.. _

wall was 16.8' x 22.4'. The long axis ~oTnEhe~Tnajo"r ^Efucture
west .



PERIOD (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

[3 Pre-Columbian | d 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

Q T8th Century 

Q5 19th Century

Q 20th Century

SPECIFIC DA TECS) (It Applicable and Known) 1797—1860

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

Q Historic 

[~1 Agriculture 

JTl Architecture 

D Art 

[ | Commerce 

F~l Communications 

{ | Conservation

O Education

I | Engineering

|~1 Industry

[ ( Invention

[ | Landscape

	Architecture 

( | Literature 

[XJ Military 

n Music

CD Political

O Religion/Phi, 

losophy

f j Science

[ I Sculpture

{ I Social/Human­ 

itarian

PI Theater

I I Transportation

[ | Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Under Spanish rule from its settlement in 1565, St. 
Augustine was ajg^risjDnJo^^
of^jbhe Gulf ^ireamT"" the rou1te^^^"r|ree^s"j£a^in^Jbl^bugh the 
Florida straits 'homeward bound for : "Sparn. "^^When tEeT "cTEy *of

^
of a military towrTwas to

ed "by the revolutionary conflict which developed 
to the north. After a brief twenty years, Sgain in 1783, 
returjt^^_tp..x\i,le..,>thie. Floridas again in the twiTTglvt"" year s of 
Tier~~vast New WoTld empire. After her return, Spain's cqntinuinc 
concern for ; ,the defense of the province was evSe_^^ZB 
construction of a powder House soutli of the city Qn___a..s_and 

"JuT:t ing in to "the Ma tan z as River .

While there was storage space for munitions in the 
Castillo de San Marcos, evidently additional room was necessary. 
Construction of the powder house was started around January 1, 
1797 and was completed prior to June ,~T8"OnOT~ ""THe^buTlding was 
a"p^Fen^Iy'"nrever"iBnt±'rely successful "asTa powder magazine, as 
Engineer de Hita in 1804. stated it was almost always damp.

In 1821 after the province became a territory of the United 
States, it was suggested that the structure be used as a prison 
and the associated guard house as a kitchen. One report indi­ 
cated that the ;biujLid_ing__^ "L&tgr it was 
evidently repaired and used by the___^lfie(5... tS..ta.i:es./^v^ni^it as 
a pC)WcTe^f^m¥gazine until 1^^ when its contents were removed" to 
[3l2?J?^Sl.TJEl?^eV."94:ty • Its repair and reutillzaTion" coulcT" " 
have "Been brought about by the outbreak of the Second Seminole 
War in 1835 which turned St. Augustine into an armed camp and 
refugee center for the territory.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the entire structure 
was razed sometime after 1860 and jall_u sable building m~ateria.I 
removed "^f'ofiriEhe'^srte . There is no documentary evTHence to date
that this was done either by the United States Government or by 
the local citizens. A survey in 1880 indicates the powder house
as a site only. The powder house site contributes significantly 
to the total interpretation of Colonial and Territorial St.

in its role as a military/garrison town.



East Florida Papers, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress 
(To and from the Engineer Department, Serial 170-172) 

Manucy, Albert. The Houses of St. Augustine 1565-1821.
St. Augustine: The St. Augustine Historical Society, 1962 

Steinbach, Robert H. "The Maria Sanchez Powder House", St. 
Augustine: unpublished research report for the Historic 
St. Augustine Preservation Board, 1971.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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NW ° o • »

NE ° ° 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes
29 o 52 • 53 - 81 o 18 •

Seconds
29"
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NAME AND T.TLE: Division of Archives) 
R- H. St^inhanh, Director of Research

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic St. Aucrustine Preservation Board 8/17/70
STREET AND NUMBER:

46 St. George Street, Box 1987
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Aucrustine
^^^^^H^^M^P^i^iM^^iM^Mf^^^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Jfclf^7 State O Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Date May 20, 1971

STATE

Florida
CODE

12

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and HistoridPresetvation

Date ry/^/7'i^
ATTEST:

Keeper of The Rational Register] \/ 
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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ENTRY NUMBER

APR 1 4 1972

COMMON:

u
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STREET AND NUM BER:

300* south of intersection
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Augustine
STATE:

Florida
COUNTY:

St.

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. ?k" quadrangle, St. Augustine. Florida
SCALE: 1, 24,000

LU 1956

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


