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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Florida
COUNTY: J
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES St. Johns /
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY '
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 1972

COMMON:
Powder House Lot

AND/OR HISTORILC:
_ﬁMaria[ggnchez Powder House Siggﬁ

STREET AND NUMBER:

: : : N 9@?“ /A
300' south of intersection of Marine & H &2}gk ts. arine 9t.

CITY OR TOWN: . \(\%:/ . 9
St. Augustine SRR
STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Florida 12 St. Johns 109
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNER STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
[ District 1 Building X1 Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
X site (O Structure |1 Private [ In Process K] Unoccupied O Restricted

] Object {0 Both (O Being Considered [0 Preservation work
in progress 0 Ne

X1 Unrestricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[0 Educational ] Military [[] Religious

[] Agricultural [0 Government X1 Pork [ Transportation [C] Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [0 Private Residence [C] Other (Specify)

[ Entertainment ] Museum [C] Scientific

St. Johns County

tA1VLS

STREET AND NUMBER:

County Court House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

St. Au ustinem _ Florida

epTIOTd

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

St. Johns County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:

King and Cordova

FALNNOD

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

St. A i Florida

CODE

suyor*3s

12

TITLE OF SURVEY

Not represented

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal ] State [ County ] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

T v oTjudy

Hd3EWNN ANMLNI

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

CODE
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(Check One)
CONDITION [ Excellent [] Good [ Fair [T} Deteriorated [1 Ruins £ Unexpesed
(Check One) (Check One)
£:] Altered ] Unaltered ] Moved = Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The foundations of the Powder House were excavated 1n the

“baséd on documentary evidence. The site is presently an open
field. 1In recent time, it has also served as a county nursery
and ball park.

Engineer Berrfo planned the structure and saw it completed
betwéen 1797 and 1800. In his inventory of powder on hand,
dated June 30, 1800, a detailed description of the structure
is provided. A masonry wall surrounded the ‘building and had
stone sentry boxes at opposite’ dorners. Entrance to the
enclosure was through a two-leafed door/gate with iron hard-
ware which plerced the north wall. The walls of the magazine
were of coguina (shell-rock) with a tile Yoof.Tts entrance
Was on the east sidé of the building through double doors of
two leafs also fitted with iron hardware. Apparently there
was a double shuttered window on the west side.

The overall dimensions were 56' x 89,6, with the Powder

House  measuring. 33.6.. X 67.2%. A guard hgdse outside Ethe
‘wall was 16.8' x 22. 4'. The long axis of" the major structure
Was Orignted esast "and west. )
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

One or More as Appropnete)
1 Pre-Columbian} [3 16th Century ] 18th Century ] 20th Century

[} 15th Century [1 17th Century R 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATEL!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1797-1860
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Education (1 Political {1 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [} Engineering {1 Religion/Phi- D, QM'(S‘I'%’Z
1 Historic ] industry losophy \/ )‘LJ\[ y;
0 Agficuhu'e »D Invention [1 Science 7 \ e <
" K1 Architecture ] Landscape [J Sculpture
O A Architecture g 1 Social/Human-
[J Commersce [ Literature itarian
[0 Communications Military [C1 Theater
[} Conservation [ Music ' {1 Transportation

Be accentuated by the revolutlonary conflict which developed

ThHer Vast New World emplre." After her return, Spain' s continuing

'afbullalng ifnithe city. Its repair and reutilizatidn could™

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Under Spanish rule from its settlement in 1565, St.
Augustine was a garrison town strategically located on_ the edge
| of the Gulf Stream, “the route}of fleets passing through the
Florlda straits homeward bound for Spain. When the ¢ity of
Ei e ‘Rugustine and the province of "East Florida passed to
British control 1n 1763 the aurora of a military town was to

to the north. After a brief twenty years, S ain in 1783,
returned to rule the Floridas again in the twilight yéars of

concern for the defense of the province was evfaegge o
construction of a powder house south of ‘the city on_a sand
spit’guttlng into thée Matanzas Rlver.

While there was storage space for munitions in the
Castillo de San Marcos, evidently additional room was necessary.
Construction of the powder house was started around January 1,
1797 and was completed prior to June _IEUU“ """ “The building was
dpparently never entlrely Successful as a powder mangine, as
Engineer de Hita in 1804.stated it was almost always damp.

In 1821 after the province became a territory of the Unlteé
States, it was suggested that the structure be used as a prison
and the associated guard house as a kitchen. One report indi-
cated that the building was in ruins by 1833. Later it was
evidently repalred and used by the United. StatesA overnment as

a powder maga21ne until 1 when its contents were removed- to
'have been brought about by the outbreak of the Second Seminole
War in 1835 which turned St. Augustine into an armed camp and

refugee center for the territory.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the entire structurg
was razed sometime after 1860 and all usable building material
removed from the s1te. There is no documentary evidence to date
that this was done either by the United States Government or by
the local citizens. A survey in 1880 indicates the powder houss

as a site only. The powder house site contributes significantly
o the total 1nterpretatlon of Colon1al and Territorial St.
A rrlson town.



East Florida Papers, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress
(To and from the Engineer Department, Serial 170-172)
Manucy, Albert. The Houses of St. Augustine 1565-1821.

St. Augustine: The St. Augustine Historical Socilety, 1962.

Steinbach, Robert H. "The Maria Sanchez Powder House", St.
Augustine: unpublished research report for the Historic
St. Augustine Preservation Board, 1971.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNT{J\M« 1ES "’i"\J/»\
STATE: CODE [ COUNTY RV CODE
L]
[ors
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: &’::1' fcooe
.u«a*
- /
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: (383 coDE
.

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: N/ coDbE

NAME AND TITLE:

Division of Archives)
R. _H. Steinbach, Director of Research

ORGANIZATION

Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board

DATE

8/17/70

STREET AND NUMBER:

46 St. George Street, Box 1987

CITY OR TOWN:

St. Auqustine

STATE CODE

12

Florida

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O

The recommended

National State Local (7]

Title  State Liaison Officer

Date

May 20, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Bodir 20 Loz,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histor}

Date ‘;/ { 4('/7 Pt

ATTEST:

reservation

Date
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FLoRrI DA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNT—
ST T0HNS
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) SN DATE
z
o COMMON EW1S Fleld A““m‘
- ano/or misTomic: powder House Jot, Marine & Hedrickg\gtg, onJifixine |
o STREET AND NUM BER: e/ \L 4L B \ Vg

300*' south of intersection I 21 191
> CITY OR TOWN:
o St. Augustine
'_ STATE: cODE |COUNTY:
“ Florida
-4
- UeSeGeS. 73" quadrangle, St. Augustine, Florida
w ISCAILLE: 1 H 2[4’ LOOO A
w A

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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