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Completed in 1891 from plans drawn by Rudolf Benz, the Pincus Building is a fine 
example of the commercial use of late Victorian Eclecticism. Located on the corner of 
Royal and Dauphine, half a block from Bienville Square, the building occupies an important 
location in downtown Mobile.

Both massive and solid, the building is characterized by rampant surface decoration 
and broken bay levels. The rectangular, four-story, brick structure has been somewhat 
altered by the removal of a corner tower and the modernization of the rusticated- stone 
ground floor, but retains its flamboyant late 19th Century character and intricate 
detailing.

Each of the two street facades are controlled into bays by the vertical lines of 
decorated pilasters. The Royal Street facade has five bays, three of which are major 
and two of which are recessed minor bays. The central bay is formed by pilasters that 
rise to small ornate turrets that enclose a stylized palmetto acroterian that rises 
above the parapet on either side, while the south bay is framed by moulded pilasters 
rising four stories to form a semi-circular arch over the fourth floor window. This 
arch is crowned by a high pyramidal roof which is topped by an elaborate finial. The 
northwest corner, originally had the circular tower which has since been removed. 
Window and surface treatment of the wall closely resemble that of the original. The 
Dauphine Street facade is similar except that a crest, which was later removed, replaced 
;the acroterian to accent the parapet line.

Wall surfaces throughout are activated by a variety of different brick patterns - 
Killet, rusticated, and stylized floral carvings, while crenelations form mouldings 
beneath the horizontal string courses.

Square, segmental, arched and semi -circular windows are employed throughout the 
structure with the semi-circular window spandrels being filled with highly textured 
brick patterns or floral carvings.

The first and second floors of the interior were partitioned and modernized in 
the 1940*5 to accommodate a dress shop, while the two upper floors have remained 
relatively unchanged. Although in good structural condition, the building is in need 
of routine repair work.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE jj

The Pincus Building is a fine example of commercial late Victorian Eclecticism, and 
is one of the two remaining such buildings in the city which were designed by Rudolf 
Benz, a German-trained architect who designed several structures in late 19th Century 
Mobile.

Benz was a graduate of the Polytechnical School of Stuttgart, Germany and worked in 
Chicago, St. Louis and New York before finally settling in Mobile in the late 19th 
Century. In addition to the Pincus Building, his works in Mobile included several 
residences, the Athelstan Masonic Club, the Mobile Cotton Exchange, and the German 
Relief Building which is still standing.

Completed in 1891 for Abraham Pincus, a local merchant, the structure housed the 
E.G. Zadek Jewelry Company for many years and remained in the Pincus family until 1970 
when it was purchased by the Mobile Housing Board. At present the building is being 
offered for sale to anyone willing to restore it for commercial use.
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