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The attached property, the Robert Davis Farmhouse, as part of 
the Nanticoke Indian Community, in Sussex County, Delaware, 
reference number 79003309, was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National Register on 
4/26/1979, as evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY 
LIST notice of Tuesday, March 18,1980, Part II, Vol.45, No. 54, 
page 17451. The attached nomination form is a copy of the 
original documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of 
listing.
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Dascrigtiont Harmony Church is a late-nineteenth century gothic style religious 
structure that retains its original use. The wood frair.e building i£ covered with 
asbestos siding and rests on a rock-faced concrete block foundation* The gable 
front has a lancet window with Y-tracery. Entrance i& through a two-story crenalated 
tower at the junction of the main block and a lower two-hay wing. The door and 
window above form a wide lancet opening. The windows along the east side are lancets* 
All windows have stained glass borders with textured glasu center panes* On the 
west side is what appears to be a more modern wing*

Significance t Prior to 1888, Harmony Church served all the remnant Indian families 
of the Uanticoke community. After a bitter controversy over the hiring of a 
black minister, nwwiy of the separatist families withdrew. This pi-'3perty illustrates 
the institutional assimilation of some remnant Indian families into black society.

Acreage^t One acre

Verbal Boundary Descriptioni This property consists of a 208* by 208' p.iece of 
land fronting on Route 24, and bounded on the east by a cultivated field, and on 
the north and west by woods.

UTK: 18/480930/4272860

Robert _Davis *Ta.rmhguge_ and Environs (S-754)

Location; South of Route 24 about a quarter mile south of the intersection of 
Route 24 and County Road 297.

Description; The Robert Davis Farmhouse is a five-bay, two-story, single pile, 
wood frame building with asbestos siding, built about 1900. There are 2/2, double 
hung windows, witft a lancet window in tho corse-gable. The original three-bay, 
chad-roofed porch with cross-gable has been enclosed in recent years. The roof 
is covered with composition shingles, and the interior end-chimneys are corbelled. 
Several additions, including a side porch f have been made to the building since 
its construction, of the outbuildings on the property, the log corn cribs deserve 
special attention. The splayed log walls feature saddle-notched corners and the 
structures rest on brick piers. There are openings in both the gable and the end 
wall with hinged doors. Tho gables have vertical sheathing, and tho roofs are 
covered with wood shingles. Wo':d floors rect on top of square hewn sills*

Significance; This property exemplifies the material and economic assimilation 
of the llanticoko Community into the culture of mrnl Sussex County, The distribution 
of features and artifact categories should provide data regarding the degree of 
difference of similarity between separatist Indian and other farmers in the area.



form No 10 300a 
{HOT to 74)

UNHI-.USTATES DKI'ARTMUNT01 THUMl.KIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -* NOMINATION FORM

Hanticoko Indian Community

FOflNPSUSEONlY 

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHECT ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3

One may expect a high degree of similarity in the tools and activities related to 
farming (an essentially commercial activity) and lower degree of similarity in 
subsistence-related activities.

Acreage* 3 acres

Verbal Boundary Description t The farmhouse, log comcribs and associated 
structures are surrounded by cultivated fields. The nominated property 
includes only the house and outbuilding complex*

OIK* 18/482200/4273140 

4. Warren T._ Wr.*.ght Farmhouse Site (S-75B)

Location ; North site of Route 24 about one quarter mile south of the intersection 
of Route 24 and County Road 297.

Description; Although recently destroyed by fire, early photographs indicate 
that the Warren T. Wright Farmhouse closely resembled the Robert Davis Farmhouse 
and nay have been built by the same carpenter* The remains are partially visible. 
No alteration has been made to the site since the demolition of the farmhouse.

Significance; The Warren T, Wright Farmhouse Site offers the opportunity to 
study the degree of material assimilation exhibited by separatist Indian farmers 
in the early- twentieth century when the community was undergoing " consciousness- 
raising " as a ro&uit of the studies of Frank G. Speck in the Indian Rivor area. 
Warren Weight was a leader in the nntivist movement of the period. Expected data 
categories are the sane as for the Robert Davis Famhousc.

Acrertgo: One acre*

Verbal Boundary Description! A onn acre plot of unplowed land currounded by 
cultivated fields and private residences.

'JO/1 273390 

5. Atn&ti nilchcns ChJchcn Fam (S-755)

Location : North of Route 24, approximately 200 yardd behind Harmony Church.

Descrint-.ioni The chicken farm of Ames Kitchens is composed of a two-story,
v/ood frame, gable- front structure with living quai-Scrs &x& two long, one-story, flat-
roof buildings, used as chicken houses. The two-story structure is covered
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