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The Minneapolis Public Library/North Branch is situated on a narrow 
lot at 1834 Emerson Avenue North in Minneapolis. It is bordered on the north 
by an alley and the First Minneapolis Bank and on the south by private 
residences. It is a two-and-one-half-storey red brick building on a high 
basement; this factor coupled with a retaining wall at the sidewalk adds to 
the 'sense of verticality of the building. In plan the building measures 
40 feet by 60 feet.

Designed in 1893 by Minneapolis architect Fredrick Corser, the library 
building is representative of the popular Medieval Revival mode which replaced 
the heavier Richardsonian in public buildings. Features of this style are 
evident in the low "basket-arch" entry with sculptural stone and/or terra­ 
cotta ornament in which the name and date are incorporated. The entry is 
located in the central bay of the building; this bay terminates in a stepped 
gable and has a band of windows enframed in stone at the second level. To 
the immediate left of the entry is a prominent circular tower with conical 
roof and curved windows of leaded bulls-eye glass. Roofs are sheated in blue/ 
gray slate shingles.

North and south gables are not stepped, however these are also coped in 
stone as are the stepped gables in the primary and rear facades. The rear 
section of the essentially "T" shaped plan was added in 1914 to satisfy 
increased spatial needs. At yet a later date a four-stall low garage structure 
was added to the rear of the 1914 addition; this is of concrete block and 
has no ornamental features.

The interior of the library is arranged on an open plan with spaces 
defined by stacks. The original section contains a large reading room, 
records alcove, and circulation desk along with two banks of stacks. The 
1914 addition to the rear contains additional stacks, and reading/lounge 
area with fireplace. Additional remodelling is evident in the installation of 
an accoustical tile ceiling and fluorescent light fixtures in 1952.

The second floor also consists of one major space for stacks and tables, 
however, this space is relatively unused at present. In this space a lowered 
accoustical tile ceiling was also installed in 1952 covering the former lofty 
beamed ceiling which rises to the peak of the roof. Also, windows in the area 
now hidden by the lowered ceiling have been bricked-in. This is obvious from 
the exterior of the building in that the original shade of red in the brick 
was not obtained for the infill.

The basement contains storage rooms, a community room, and physical plant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The beginnings of the Minneapolis Public Library/North Branch can be 
traced to a small room in the basement of the North High School, where a limited 
number of books provided for use of both the students of the school and the 
residents of the neighboring community. In 1893 needs for additional class­ 
room space at North High School prompted the library to search for new quarters. 
Land for the new building was donated on the 1800 block of Emerson Avenue North 
by Mrs. S.C. Gale and Judge C.E. Vanderburgh. Constructed of red brick in 
the Medieval Revival mode at a cost of approximately $10,000, the library moved 
into its new quarters and formerly began service in December of 1894. At this 
time there were more than 16,000 books on open shelves. When the Minneapolis 
Public Library/North Branch opened it was recognized as "the first building -r^ 
in the country to be erected solely for use as an open shelf public branch t ^ 
library".

Further, the Minneapolis Public Library/North Branch is one of the few (P 
extant designs of architect Fredrick Corser to survive in its original func­ 
tion in Minneapolis. Geographically, it is one of few historically and archi­ 
tecturally significant buildings in the Near North area of Minneapolis and is 

recognized as a "community landmark".
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