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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City Hall is one of three impressive Greek/Re-
vival antebellum government buildings remaining in Jackson.
Its Doric style is in contrast to the Corinthian design of
the Governor's Mansion and the eclectic style of the 01d
Capitol.

The building is currently in excellent condition, .

having undergone a thorough structural renovation in 1963%62.
During these renovations, much of the old wooden framework
was replaced by steel and concrete. At this time, the former
high-ceilinged areas were divided into two new floors to pro-
vide additional office space. Except for painting and minor
repairs, the exterior of the building was not altered during
the 1963-64 renovations.

The original building begun in l@(6 was planned to
have two stories; however, a third floor 'was added for use
by the various Masonic bodies in the city. The building was
of masonry construction.

The City Hall was either rebuilt or enlarged in l&g;.
The first story was arranged as an immense assembly room. The
second story, described as "an ample and magnificent room" was
designated as the Masonic Hall, In 1874, the domed cupola
over the front portico was removed, and repairs to the roof,
guttering, and cornice were also made at the same time, In
1928, a rear portico, similar to that on the front, was
built to face the newly created public garden on South Con-
gress Street,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of the City Hall began in 1846, The
original architect for the building was William Gib ons,
whose original plan for the seat of government was ‘amended
to allow the various Masonic bodies in the city to construct
a third story on the building for their own use. The build-
ing,located on one of the city's original squares, was com-
pleted in 1847 and has continued to serve as Jackson's City
Hall, Soon after its completion, a ball was held in the
building in June, 1847, in honor of the Mississippi Rifles,
who won fame under Jefferson Davis during the Mexican War.

The City Hall was rebuilt or enlarged in 1853; munif
cipal records not revealing exactly what happened. The arch-
itect for these renovations was J. Wi%ﬂis.

In 1856, the United States Government acquired an
interest in City Hall for Federal Court activities upon pay-
ment of $20,000 to the city.
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During the Civil War, City Hall was used as a hqzéﬁ-
tal and was one of the few buildings left standing in Jack-
son, which was damaged severely by Federal troops.,

The building was completely remodeled and redecora-

ted in 1963-64, under the supervision of architect Frank P.
Gat\:%s .
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ARTIST'S NOTES—Above is the rough sketch Davis drew on the spot at the battle of Champion's
Hill in the Vicksburg Campaign. Below is the final drawing of the battle of Champion's Hill. Davis
has worked in Grant riding at a gallop and his aide, Gen. John A, Rawlins, behind him.
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