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not for publication

city or town  Great Barrington na vidnity

state Massachusetts code MA COuntv Berkshire _ code 003 zip code 01230
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Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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« nationally « statew/ide [JMocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sigfcature of certifying official/Title Judith BB(BjicDonough, Executive Director
Mjsgachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X_private _ building(s)

X_public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/ single dwelling, secondary structure, liotel
RELIGION/ religious facility, church-related residence
TRANSPORTATION/ rail-related

LANDSCAPE/park

HEALTH CARE/ hospital, sanitarium
AGRICULTURE-SUBSISTENCE/animal facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL/Georgian
EARLY REPUBLIC/Adams. Early Classical Revival

MID 19™ CENTURY/Greek Revival, Gothic Revival,
ltalianate
LATE VICTORIAN/Eastern Stick, Shingle, Queen Anne
LATE 19" and 20" CENTURY REVIVAL/Classical
Revival, Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival
LATE 19th and EARLY 20" CENTURY AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
172 10 _building
1 sites
_ structures
_ Objects
177 10 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 (Dwight-Henderson House. NRIND 1976)

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIG/single dwelling, multiple dwelling, secondary
structure

RELIGION/religious facility

TRANSPORTATION/rail-related
LANDSCAPE/park

HEALTH CARE/medical office
COMMERCE/TRADE/business, professional, restaurant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE/marble, limestone. CONCRETE

walls WOOD/weatherboard, shingle, log, STONE/
limestone: BRICK: STUCCO, METAL/aluminum

roof  ASPHALT: STONE/slate: METAL/copper

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Wes of the Housatonic River and Great Barrington's Main Street, and immediately southwest of
the central budgnessdigtrict liesahilly resdentiad areadistinguished by a concentration of
daborate turn-of-the-century Queen Anne, Colonia Revival, and Shingle Style houses
Originally owned by the town's leading manufacturers and retailers as well as summer
vacationers, these mostly intact, generous houses give the Taconic and West Avenues district its
distinctive character and asanseof the prosperity and extravagance of the period. While about
two thirds of its buildings gopeared from 1890 to 1910, other dructures in the district reflect the
neighborhood's transition from agricultural land of the mid-eighteenth century to a checkerboard
of housdots by the opening of the Second World War. Non-residentia buildings associated with
the district include achurch, train depot, and former sanitarium. Within the 117 acre district,
172 buildings contribute to its historic character,! while 10 are non-contributing.

The roughly wedge-sheped district tapersto apoint in the southwest a the intersection of Maple
and West Avenues, pardlds the western wooded ridge, gpproximeately paralels Cadle Street on
the northeest, and follows Main Streat and Maple Avenue on the southeest and  southern
boundaries. Predominantly hilly, the district dopes uphill from the eestern boundary on Main
Street to the flanksof a wooded ridge above town on the west, and dso from the southem
boundary on Maple Avenue to the northern district limit on Cadle Hill. The devation of the
wedern and northem partsof the district give many housssafineview of the densdy wooded
hills framing Great Barrington on both ddesof the Housatonic River. Stegp grades are found on
Cadtle Hill Avenue, Hollenbeck Avenue and Barrington Flace. A level, open ereaisaterrace
between the southern part of West Avenue, Maple Avenue and Main Street crossed by tracks of
the New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. The district'slow point isthe intersection of
Main and South Street.

Highways with through traffic border the arear Main Stret (US route 7, and Sateroute 41 and
23) carries the major highway paraleling the Housatonic River, and Maple Avenue (Sate route
41 and 23) isthe road to Egremont. Commercia aresslie outdde of the district boundary on
both highways. Taconic Avenue, dso athrough road but lessbusy, carries trafficfrom Main
Street through the heart of the district towards Alford. Fairview Hospital, overlooking West
Avenue from a dte on the hillside wes of the digtrict, brings some traffic to the areaand
accountsfor the medica officeslocated insaverd formerly residentia district buildings.

Within the district great variety isfound in the Sze of house lots, setbacks, and goeces between
buildings. The largest lots and degpest setbacks are on West Avenue, mixed with some lots of
modest Szedose tothe road. The amdles lots, laid out in the eighteenth century, are found
aong the eeglern part of Cadtle Street, where tightly goeced buildings sand dose to the road.
Gregter uniformity isfound on South Street (photo 10) where setbacksand lots from an 1850s

(continued)
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development are generous, but consgtent, and ch Benton Avenue (photo 1) and Brainard
Avenue, where lots and setbacksfrom the 1890s are smdler, but again fairly uniform. Onthe
south sde of Taconic Avenue and its extension, Barrington Place, where there is an impressve
uninterrupted row of thirteen sizable turn-of-the-century houses, setbacksand lot 9zesare dso
consgtent (photo 14). Onthe west Sde of Main Stret, lots to the north are closdly soaced;
south of the South Street intersection on Main they become large and expansve. Onthe
northernmost part of Taconic Avenue, wes lots are larger and wooded, while tightly spaced
smdler houseslinethe esst Sde. On the north Sde of Taconic between Brainard Avenue and
Ok Stret asingle large lot, formerly the Brainard estate, is now built with a set-back block of
condominiums; another large estate lot on the interior of the block bordered by Taconic and
Wegt Avenue isthe gte of current condominium construction.

Streetsde lawns connect properties in many parts of the district, creating the open fencdess
landscape favored by planners of the late 19th century. Many mature sreetSde trees survive,
and sde and rear yards are generdly well planted and tended. Church Memorial Park isa smal
town park on South Street in which there are no structures. Overarched by a canopy of mature
trees, the park isinformally planted with lawn and omamenta shrubs including rhododendron.
Woods aong the western ridge form a backdrop for westem district properties. Small sands of
woods grow among rock outcroppings on the southern part of Main Street, long a desp ravine
north of eestem Cadlle Street, dong northern Taconic Avenue, and on alarge Cadlle Street ot
neer Lake Avenue. Few sdewdks are presant dong the district's streets

The Taconic and West Avenues district is distinguished from surrounding neighborhoods by its
concentration of large, historic, mostly wood frame turn-of-the-century houses. District
buildings remain overwhelmingly residential, though afew houses have been converted to other
uses Medical, law, and dentd offices occupy severd buildings, while two large houses of f
South Street are now funeral homes2 The interiorsof two large estate houses have been
remodeled into residential condominiums” A sone Gothic Revival house hes been used since
about 1920 as a Chrigtian Saence Church* Non-residential buildingsare also being reused in
new ways, though exteriors remain largely undisturbed. The Collinssanitarium on Maple
Avenue is usd for office condominiums, and the train depot isarestaurant® These indances of
changed use have affected the neighborhood's gppearance in minimal ways however, and
asncdiated dgnsae discreetly scded.  Intrusions are few. Most new or significantly atered
buildings are st back and located on the interior of blocks. Severd ranch houses have been built
in the district, but only one of these gands near the street.”» New condominium development hes
more serioudy affected the district's character, in one cage with the demolition of ahistoric
house turned hotel,* and in the other, with the historic house moved to an edge of the property
The new condominiums, however, are painted unobtrusive colors and have amulti-gabled
gppearance and scale compatible with surrounding Queen Anne homes. While most houses
retain their historic exteriors, afew Quean Anne houses have endosad verandahs, and some have

(continued)
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beenresded. Some housesbuilt before the 1890s were updated with spindled verandahs,
dterations which document changing historicteste. Mot of the district remains remarkably
intact. Most buildings are ingood or excdlent condition. An exception is one derdlict,
abandoned housewith arear bam; the latter hes suffered fire damage”

Architecture of the Taconic Avenue digtrict reflectsthe neighborhood's deve opment from the
mid-eighteenth century to the 1940s. While large, daborate, tum-of-the-century housss in
Shingle, Queen Anne, Craftsman, and Colonial Reviva styles are most numerous, earlier
generations of town leadershbuilt ornate Georgian, Federd, Gothic Revival, and Italianate houses
in the district. Greek Revival survival are lessimposing. Craftsmen and others built smaller
vemacular structures on eedern Cadle Street fromthe 1780sto ca 1880.10 Gothic-inspired
details are rare on district housss built after the Civil War, and turn-of-the-century houses tend to
have classically-derived omaments. Locally distinctive are ashlar foundations and doorgiones of
white marble and darker gray limestone (blue dolomite) cut in local quarries. Someof the darker
doneweas cut nearby on Mount Peter, ahillock eadt of the Main and Maple intersection; two
Gothic Revival gonebuildings, &. James Episcopa Church and the Collins Hoss, "Indianola,”
are congructed of this gone 1 The same goneis found in turn-of-the-century buildings, on
lower floors of wood frame Queen Anne housssbuilt by the Evans Brothers, 12 and in the lower
walls of the Tudor Revival S. James Parish Housel® Wesathered cobblestones gopeer in a
number of foundations and chimneys, some said to have come from done wallsthat formerly
crossed district agricultural land.

Brief descriptions of representative and outstanding individual buildings congructed from the
mid-eighteenth century to 1930 follow in rough chronological order, with addressss in
parentheses

Three wood frame housesin the digtrict are believed to survive from the eighteenth century. 14
The largest isthe Georgian center-hall, 2 Vz story,five-bayGenerd Josgph Dwight House (390
Main Stregt) (photo 8) built c. 1760. Conddered the finest housein town in the late eighteenth
century, itwas built by local carpenter and furnituremaker Danid Allen. The house has a satbox
addition, "coffin door" onthe back of the south Sde, and two large chimneys located behind the
ridge line. High relief Georgian window crowns may be originals, though the front door
surround in Georgian style with fluted pilasters and heavy dentilled cornice moldings gppears to
be areplacement, since photographs early in this century show asmpler frame. The door is
double-leafed. Upper windows abut boxed eaves with cove moldings. The house, twice moved,
originally stood two lots father north on Main Street. Because William Cullen Bryant was
married in the housg, itislocally caled the Bryant House. It was individually listed on the
National Regiger in 1976. A smdler building from the same ea isthe center-hall Dr. William
Whiting House (141 West Avenue) built in 1773. The dde-gebled five-bay cottage hes a seeply

(continued)
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pitched, broad roof with paired ridgdine chimneys and from windows dose to the eaves. The
doorway is dtered and awing was added about 1960 to house agift shop. The Whiting House
weas moved, first from an origina position on Main Stret north of the district, and then in 1963
from Bridge Street to West Avenue. The house is now usd for offices. The Stephen Sibley
House (77 Cadtle Street), dso known as the "Pumpkin House" isavemacular 1 \2 story cottage
that Sandson itsoriginal position on Cedle Strest. A massve center chimney of smdl old
bricksisavisua token of the housgsege, c. 1785. The houseisunusud in having asaltbox
dhgpewith an asymmetric gable oriented to the street. The door, placed on adde next to two
lower windows, hes aFederd door surround. An early twentieth century screened porch was
added.

Two large wood-frame Federd houses gand on original Stes, both notable for their
omamentation and imposing facades. The older isthe Ives-Tavlor House (426 Main Street), a
Sde-gabled 2 \2 story, center entrance house built in 1815. Standing on ahill over Main Stre<,
the five bay house is adomed with corner lonic pilagters, modillion-lined cornices, attic fanlights
resting on pilasters, and aflat-roofedporch supported with dender 1onic columns. Half-length
sddights and half-round lonic pilagters frame the doorway. Two ridgeline chimneystop a low-
pitched roof Centered on the south Sde isanarrow sscond doorway under asmall dentillated
pediment. Another entrance usad by the present occupant, afuneral home, islocated ina rear
two story ell. The Leavenworth-Russdl House (54 Cadle Street) (photo 5) isatwo gtory hip-
roofed housewith atwo gtory insat front porch goanning half the facade. lonic columnsrest on
marble plinthson amarble porch floor. Dentils border the porch soffit and adorn the comice.
Two doors perpendicular to each other, each topped with semi-circular leeded fanlights covered
with wooden daited fans, are located a the canter of the facade on an end of the porch. One
door leeds into abroad centra hall. Two lower windows on the inset porch are e ongated nearly
to floor level, unusud in ahouseof thisdae Three ranked windows flank the northem door.
The house is partially banked into ahillside, causing the lower reer windows to be shorter. Two
chimneys protrude asymmetrically from the low-pitched hiproof Thisdistinctive housewas
built by Dr. David Leavenworth in 1822; he hed lived in both Connecticut and Albany, both
possible sourcesof the desgn which isunusud for westem Massachusatts The houssissaid to
be the "castle’ which named Cadtle Hill behind the house,

Across Cadle Street from this house is acontrasting vemacular house that dso datesfrom the
1820s, the Lonson Burghardt House (55 Cadle Street). Thissmall Sde-gabled 2 \2 story house
hes acentral chimney and centrally placed doorway on an asymmetric three bay front. Upper
windows abut eaves, and the Sdesare one bay. Quean Anne gable shingles have been added as
well as atwentieth century sun porch.

(continued)
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District Gresk Revival housesare front-gabled and sidehdl in plan. One of the larger isa house
buih on the 1745 foundation of Rev. Samud Hopkins houss, 1" the 2 Vi story house a Cadtle
Hill Farm (15 Cadtle Hill Avenue) (photo 3). Built c. 1840, the present house has broad comer
pilasters,a broad entablature, and pediment framed by alow-pitched front gable. Filagters,
sddights, and transom surround the door. What may be later additions are a Gothic Revival
quatrefoil attic window, Italianate bracketed bay windows and round-heeded attic windows, as
well a aQueen Annefull front porch with turned posts. The Rossster House (48 South Strest),
built shortly after South Street was laid out in 1854, isa2 \2 gory house, now stuccoed, with an
endosed pediment front, broad entablature, and doorway with sdelights. 1t dso hes acquired a
full-front tum-of-the-century porch with hipped roof. The Daniel A. Treat House (48 West
Avenue), built in the 1860s, isa2 4 gory Greek Revival building disguised benesth Queen
Anne shingling, an added front gabled bay, and wraparound spindled porch. A low-pitched roof
and broad entablature on the three bay front remain from the original design.

Two less-dtered Gresk Reviva buildings gand on the older section of Cadtle Street. The
Sephen Siblev Shop (57 Cadlle Stredt) isa late eighteenth century building originally used by a
clockmaker and brassworker, enlarged by afront-gabled Greek Revival addition. Thethree bay
frontisinsat behindtwo Doric fluted columns and broad comer pilasters. Three-paned comice
windows face the dreet benegth an endlosed pediment. The nearby Gorham House (71 Cadlle
Street), built c. 1845, isa2 V2 story front-gabled housewith comer pilasters, broad entablature,
and pediment. The lower sory iswrgpped in an endosaed porch of later date

Thedistrict'slargest Greek Reviva dructure isthe wood frame Collins Invalids Hotd (80 Maple
Avenue), a sanitarium built in 1854 which isnow used for office condominiums. On the three
gdory cross-shaped building, two story square columns support enteblatures and pediments and
the decks of a double story spanning porch. Porches on the street-facing wing were recently
removed. Doors are centered on lower porches, reeched by gtairs. The building hes replaced
doors and windows and a hip-roofed cupola replacing aformer cupolawith Gresk Reviva

tripartite pargpets.

Concurrent with the Gregk Revival buildings are severd in the Gothic Revival style. The largest
is S. JamesEpiscopa Church (352 Main Street) (photo 7) built in 1857-58 and designed by
Springfield architect J. Washburn. Thethird church of the Society of . James, this structure
wes built of loca blue dolomite quarried and donated by John N. Robbins, a parishioner.
Rectangular, rough-cut blocksof different 9zesare irregularly coursed. The stegp-pitched nave,
supported by buttresses, hes ared date roof ad rakes edged with wooden verge boards ornate
with Gothic pendants Standing infront of the nave, a square buttressed tower has comer
copper-roofed pinnacles, clocks, and lancet belfry openings.Stained glasswindowsin the
nave and a double-leafed main door with heavy quatrefoil and trefoil moldingsare dso lancet-
(continued)
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shagped. Pinnadles dand a the building'scorners. Connected to the back of the church on the
south isamulti-gabled succoed and half-timbered Tudor Revival parish hall built in the same
dark local gone usad for the church laid in the manner of tum-of-the-century construction.
Windows with gothic tracery and multiple smal panesare grouped in horizontal rows.

Built in 1851, the Gothic Revival houseof Dr. C.T.Collins. "IndianolaPlace" (454 Main Street)
(photo 9) is dso congructed of the dark local limestone, in this casequarried immediately in
front of the housefrom Mt. Peter and the formerly rocky roadway of Main Street. St back from
the street, it Sandson aknoll near rock outcroppings. The 2 V2 story building hes adouble
cruciform plan, stegp-pitched roofsedged with trefoil-decorated wooden verge boards, and
paired, narrow four-paned windowsunder hooded moldings. A one story bay with narrow
windows projects from the south sde. At gable peeksare Smple pendant finials. A terrace of
randomly-coursed stone similar to housewalls extendsfrom acentrally placed front door. The
doneterrace formerly supported awooden porch wrgpped around the front. The house hes been
usd as a Christian Sdence Church in recent years, and anew glazed entrance hall was added on
the south sde. Severd ornate wooden verge boards have been removed.

A wooden Gothic Revival housebuilt in the early 1850s, the Grove Hill Seminary (5 Cadlle Hill
Avenue) isacdagpboarded cruciform house of 1 Vz gories with stegp-pitched roofsedged with
decorative verge boards. A door with sightlightsis centered under afront gable, flanked by one
dory bracketed baysand a spindled wragparound porch of tum-of-the-century date. The house
hes distinctive front wall dormers, also decorated with verge boards, that include pointed upper
windows and long, narrow lower eight-paned windows extending from abovethe eavedine to
what gppearsto be ssoond floor level. A carriage bam with Itdianate cupola sands near the
property's back line.

Two wood-frame district housesbuilt during the 1850sadopted Gothic Revival verge boards,
attaching them to low-pitched gabled of houses with Greek Reviva shepes Thee are the
Misses Culver House (57 South Street), atwo story Sde-gabled four bay housewith door facing
asdeyard, and the John R. Chaterfield House (400 Main Street), across-gebled two story house
Both housss havefull front porcheswith omamentsfrom a later deate.

A consarvative housewith ahipped roof and doorway with sSdelights reminiscent of Federa
houses is another vernacular house built in the early 1850son Cadtle Street. It isnot known
whether decorative features have been removed. The MarthaE. Allen House (80 Cadle Street)
isatwo story gructure with an unadomed low pitched hip roof, central doorway, and
wraparound verandah with small Gothic braces on chamfered posts. Lower paired front
windows are floor-length. The centra upper window, one of three on the facade, islower in its
placement than flanking windows, suggesting a centra hall with stairway.

(continued)



MPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB Appro,,.! No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

_ ou * Taconicand West Avenues Historic District
Continuation Sheet Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), M A

Section number— | — Page — | —

A few Itaianate buildingij were conijtrucied about the time of the Civil War, and another was
moved into the areaduring the 1960s The mogs imposing and daborate of theseis "Brightside,”
the wood frame Parley Russal House (11 West Avenue) (photo 16) built by John Lewis from
1859 to 1862. Low-pitched gables centered on the Sdesof the two goryflat-hip-roofedhouse
ae part of an daborate roofline, degp eaved with pared scrolled brackets. A smadll ventilating
cupola and two setsof Pared chimneys with corbelled tops project from the roof. A highly
omamented centra front bay includes an attic octagona oculus, a segmentd-arched  upper
tripartite window with bracketed crown, andflat-roofedbracketed porch supported with spiraled
pogson pededds At the door are siddights and an arched tripartite transom. Flanking floor-
length windows are double, each eight-paned, with flat bracketed crowns. Upper singlefront
windows are ds0 dlongated. On one dde isarectangular one story bay with semicircular arched
windows, and on the other afull-sideflat-roofedopen arched porch supported by pods on
pedestalswith central and capital moldings. Sde attic windowsare double and round-heeded.
Some sde windows are paired, somesingle, and many have subtly hooded frames. Behind the
houseisatwo gory ell. The house was recently moved from a position in the center of itslot to
an edge neer West Avenue.

Also Italianate but less daborate and smaller, the Hatch-Mary Mason House (94 West Avenue)
isatwo gory three bay dde hall housewith two story ell. Thewood frame building hes ahipped
roof, degp singly bracketed eaves, and atwo sory bracketed bay. Windows have hooded
moldings. The house hes areplaced doorway and porch canopy in Colonial Revival style.
Another Italianate house was moved to 11 South Street from Elmin the 1960s Thislarge,
uare, two gory sructure hes aflat hipped roof with degp bracketed and dentilled eaves and a
cupolawith similar roofline and paired round-headed windows. A central door stands benegth a
flat-roofed canopy supported with columnsflankedwith semi-hexagond one story bays. Upper
front windows beneeth heavy cornices are narrow and paired, the central ones round-headed.
The house has sde baysand aone sory ell.

The Elihu Williams House (120 Cadlle Stret) isthe only sde-gabled example of Italianate style,
awood frame 2 V2 story housewith centra front gable and paired ridge chimneys. Built c. 1868,
the house has acentra attic oculus, arched, pared central sscond story windows benesth a
pesked molded crown, and aheavy segmentd-arched molding over the door and sidelights. A
continuous flat roof covers flanking semi-hexagond baysand acentra porch reeched by Seps,
chamfered posts gand on pededals. Pared brackets and dentils daborate rooflines. The house
hes 2/2 windows, segmentally arched infront bays, otherwise topped with flat molded crowns.

With little new building donein the district during the 1870sand 1880s, few structures gppeared

in Stick or Victorian Gothic style. The largest Stick style building hes not survived, a house built

by Edwin D. Brainard inthe early 1880s, cdled "Taghkannuc House," which stood between

Brainard Avenue and Ok Street. 17 This imposing three story wood frame house had steep-
(continued)
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pitched roofswith eaborate gable omaments, acruciform shgpe, tall panded chimneys, and
multiple braced open verandahs. One remnant of the house gppears to have escaped demolition,
aduplex a 150k Street. A section with the samedimensgions as the Oak Street building wes
removed from the back of the Brainard house sometime batween 1898 and 1903, and was moved
to the western dde of thelot.I” Victorian Gothic trefoils and round attic vents decorating the
dde gables of the Oak Street duplex match gable ornaments ssen on the Brainard house in
photographs. The duplex, which probably served as servants quarters, isatwo story house
decorated with stickwork,fishscal eshingles, and clapboarding. Over two doors isa flat-roofed
front verandah supported with chamfered pogs. Therailing gopearsto be more recent. There
ae small upper windows benesth broad eaves and larger upper windows in wall dormers. Lower
windows are paired and narrow. The house hes arough-faced ashlar foundation. On the back,
where the housewas formerly atached to the larger house, onefindsan added Starcase bay but
few other openings.

Another house built in Stick style isthe 2 14 story house & 20 Hollenbeck Avenue which
originally had agabled roof.1"* The housewas transformed in Colonial Revival syle c. 1900
with awes Sde addifion, an extended porch, and ahipped roof edged with modillions. The
A.W.Selkirk House (49 South Street) retains the form of the Stick style house but hes aso been
modified. The 2 \2 story front-gabled house hes a Sep pitched roof with degp eaves but no
surviving ornaments.  Turn-of-the-century photographs show the house painted with adark color
ingead of the present white.20

The Pringle House (40 West Avenue), one of the better examples in the district of Stick style, is
afront-gabled 2 \2 story three bay housewith sdehdl plan. The facade is daborate with narrow
verge boards, stickwork, awaffleand bullsaye paitern under the gable pesk,fishscal eshingles,
and diagond flushboarding. Tumed pogswith curved braces support a hip roofed wraparound
verandah. On the south Sde isatwo story bay.

The rapid conversion of farm land into building lotsin the 1890s and first decede of the
twentieth century led to the construction of the many Shingle, Queen Anne, and early Colonial
Revivd style buildings that today givethe Taconic Avenue arealitsdistinctive character.
Builders usd arich architectural vocabulary to create asymmetric, often expandve, fanciful
buildings, encircled with verandahs framed by lacy spindlework, columns, or shingled piers.
These housss, textured with shingle, one, clapboard, and pargeting, usualy incorporeate
decorative features drawn from classcal sources. Known builders of district hosesfrom these
years ae Arthur H. Decker, Amiel Mundry, Frederick Spath, and brothers Charles and Edward
Evans21 While it ssamslikely that architects were involved, particularly in designing severd
ambitious houses belonging to summer residents, their names have not been discovered.

(continued)
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The eailiest Sliiimleijtylelloi™e  the FredtiflCk Sanférd House (142 Cadlle Street), built m the
early 1880son former farmland on the edge of town. The gambre-roofed shingle houseis
boldly ornamented with roundedfiel dstonefoundations, alarge exterior chimney, pierson
integral eest and west Sde porches and araised terrace. Ornamentation is otherwise understated:
a small gable over the porch entranceto the front door, a belt course above lower windows on

the south sde, and an attic fanlight in afront gable. The main 1Yz story gambrel-roofed block is
enlarged with atwo story rectangular bay, shed dormers, and atwo story hip-roofed ell wit
gopended one gory shed-roofed porch.

Seveard Shingle and Queen Anne style housesof the 1890sincorporate quarried rough-faced
dark limestone inwallsas well as foundations. Two of these are known to have been built by the
EvansBrothers. One isthe S. James Rectory (342 Main Street) (photo 7), aQuean Anne house
with shingled upper stories and a donefirst story in which there are broad arches over the front

doorway and windows. The sonefirst floor beseof an exterior panded brick chimney isaso
decoratively arched. The 2 \2 story hip-roofed building hes athree story, faceted, comer-placed
tower, and front and Sde gables the front gable contains an integral porch with arched opening
and spindle railing, and a Pdladian window is located on the Sde. A verandah with columns,
spindle railing, and gable over entrance sairs goansaportion of the front. A sscond Evans-built
housewith quarried gone detailing isthe Edward B. Evans House (89 Taconic Avenue) (photo
15) a2 \2 gory Shingle style housewith hipped, geble and gambrd roofs. A rough-faced sone
wall pierced by abroad sone arch frames a porch with inset main doorway. Classca detailson
the shingled house include columns on a hipped dde porch, a cartouche with keydones, aswan's
neck pediment on an upper tripartite window, and bold modillions. Pared attic windows include
diamond-shaped panes. The house hes amall cantilevered first floor bay windows. Another
housethat gppears to be the work of the Evans brothers isthe William E. Tefft, J. House (3
Berkshire Heights Road), ashingled 2 12 story housewith three sone porches, one of which
frames adoorway a alower level. Asisknown Evanshouses archesare found in the masonry,
decorating the sone Sdes of the largest wraparound porch.22 The gabled and hip-roofed house
hes afew classicd details: porch columns and a Pdladian attic window.

Another house incorporating quarried sone isthe Sareh Parsons House (2 Berkshire Heights
Road) (photo 2) which may be the work of builder A.H.Decker.23 The sde-gabled househes a
gone first story, shingled upper story, and broad front gable. The house's sweeping ballerina-
like curves and symmetrical front are unique among Queen Anne examples in the district. Two
round towers, placed on front comers, and the front are skirted by a continuous rounded
verandah supported by dender columns and edged by afinely cut railing. Siddlights and transom
framethe central doorway. An upper bay incdludes asmall bacony. Third floor front windows
are paired under a ssgmented arch. The Gibbs-Elizabeth Stanley House (30 West Avenue) is
another tum-of-the-century housewith arough-faced lower floor of local gray stone.

(continued)
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Two large Shingle style house on South Sirest may be the work of the samebuilder. One of
these, the Theophilus Wolcott House (65 South Street), is known to have been built by the Evans
brothers24 The 2 Vz story dde-gabled house hes integral porches acrossthe lower front and
under abroad front gable on the ssoond floor; Sdes include two story semi-hexagond bays.
Tumed porch posgts support aspindled railing on the lower porch. Thewallsand curved brackets
benesath overhanging gables are shesthed with decoratively cut shingles. Shingles indightly
bowed sde geble pesks overhang triple attic windowswith multiple smal panesin the upper
seh. The H.M.R. White House (39 South Street) isa larger, more asymmetric housewith many
smilar details. Cross-gabled, it has acomer entrance porch framed with broad rounded shingled
piers and ashingled rail. Like the Selkirk house, gable shingling is sheped to overhang attic
windows, in this casewith alarger, ridged overhang. Curved courses of shingles decorate gables
on the porch and on an upper dormer. This house d o hes curved, shingled brackets and two
gory semi-hexagona bays beneath overhanging gables

Shingle style houses of medium sze include a side-gambrel-roof housewith prominent front
gambre built by A.H. Decker (28 Barrington Place). The 2 \z story house hes a Sde two sory
bay and door on acurved porch that wraps around the front and side. The porch is supported by
paired square-cut posts and hes ashingled rail with a battered shgpe. Sde attic windows have a
Pdladian design. A front-gambre 2 \2 story house, the Frank Wheder House (12 Benton
Avenue) isdaborated with a shalow dde gable, and smdll first and seoond story angled bays. A
shed-roofed porch with paired columns and afinely cut railing goans the front. Upper window
sadh have diagond  picket-pattemed muntins. A gambred roofed bam behind the house dso dates
fromthe late 1890s Another 1\z story housea 1 Cvpress Street, now shingled on the first floor
with replaced siding on upper gories, was probably entirely shingled. The sde-gabled house,
built by A.H. Decker, has along flaring front roof on which adormer and broad, faceted tower
with cone-shaped roof are recessed. Anintegral porch with square postsand smple cut railing
goansthe front. A Shingle style 1V2 story house (John C. Wheder House. 27 Hollenbeck
Avenue) with front gambrel roof, sde shed dormers and full front hip-roofed porch is one of the
leest complicated examples. Shingled porch piers are dightly arched, enclosng 88 windows.
The foundation is cobblestone.

One of the many hybrids of Shingle and Queen Anne style, the H.W. Crippen House (23
Barrington Place) isafanciful 2 Vz story housewith segp sde-gabled roof, mostly shingled
sding, and large exterior brick chimney. A porch under the front dope of the roof extends
laterally to become around corner pavilion; it hes a cone-shgped roof, paired dender shingled
piers, and ashingled skirt of battered shepe Other features are a 9de pent roof, overhanging
bracketed gable pegks, front hip-roofed dormer, and sscond floor bay.

(continued)
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Typical of the district's medium-sized Quean Anne style housssisthe William D. Ingersoll
House (29 Benton Avenue), a2 \Vz gory front-gabled dapboarded housewith Sde cross-gabled
bay. A hip-roofed porch ornamented with tumed posts, scrolled brackets, and a spindled railing
skirtsthe front and sde. The main door dands besde alarge first floor window. Beyond a two
dory angled sde bay another dde porch covers adoor entering atwo story ell. Front gable attic
windows are paired, and the gabl€e's shinglingflaresto meat the cornice. The house hes agtone
adhlar foundation.

Another typical medium-sized Queen Anne house isthe Albert E. Whitwell House (39
Hollenbeck Avenue) (photo 6), a2 Vz gory housewith front-gabled roof, round corner tower
with conical roof, and Sde gabled bays Thiswdl-preserved house hes hipped dormers, a second
floor gabled porch, and full front and sde porch, rounded s it skirtsthe tower. Sender round
columns and spindled railingsornament the porches. At the peek of the front gable three faceted
pands overhang attic windows. Upper floorsare shingled, while the first floor is clapboarded.

Large and daborate Quean Anne houses sand & the top of the hill on South Street and dong
Weg Avenue. Others dlightly smaller are mixed with Colonial Revival and Shingle housss in
the impressive row on the south sde of Taconic Avenue and Barrington Place. On South Street,
the F. Giddings House (73 South Strest) (photo 12) is afront-gabled building with gppended
sde and front gabled bays including small second floor verandahs. A large hip-roofed porch
with corner gables, spindled frieze and railing, and turned pogswrap around the front and eest
dde. A 1\zgory dl includes aconsarvatory withfloor-lengthmultipaned windows. Dormers
add to the complexity of rooflines. A wes Sde projecting stairwell bay is cantilevered like an
oriel. Ornamentd attic gable windows include Pdladian triples, alunette, and an oculus. Upper
walls that were probably shingled have bean auminum-sded; wooden dagpboards cover lower
walls.

Across South Stredt, the JF. Whiting House (72 South Street) is ahip-roofed house daborated
with around comer tower with conical roof and multiple projecting 2 Vz gory gabled bays. A
round porch with spindled railing and frieze skirtsthe tower and covers the front door. Upper
walls are shingled; the lower gtory iscdapboarded. A two gory el with sunroom extends behind
the house. A large cross-gabled housewith full front and sde wrapping verandah, the Hollister
House (58 South Street) (photo 11) is an imposing asymmetric building with an octagond tower
projecting from abroad front gable. Ason neighbors houses aspindied frieze and turned posts
ornament the verandah. The Hollister houserailing, however iscomposad of cut uprights rather
than spindles, possibly replacements.  On the sacond floor an integral porch under a hipped roof
isframed with shingled arches. Attic windowswith multiple small panes gppeer to be original.
Sde gable shingling bows outward above attic window pairs. A two story ell extends behind the
house.

(continued)
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On West Avenue, the Clifford F. Brochu House (56 West Ave) (photo 17) isalarge eaborate
housethat gppears to be the work of adifferent builder than other Queen Anne housssin the
district, having sesper roofs and more articulation of wall surfaces. The clgpboarded and
shingled house has aridge-hipped roof of polychromatic date with multiple projecting gables, all
crowning two story angled bays beneath degp eaves. A despf at-hi p-roofedporch supported
with columns on pedestds goansthe front; the roof extends on the north to cover a porte cochere;
a the porch entrance the roof projects, supported by triple columns. Benesth acomer on the
saoond floor isasmall porchwith bracketed pogsts. Wooden string courses connect sills of upper
windows and lintels of thase onthe first floor, and vertical comer boards articulate the angled
corners of bays. Ova omaments with keystones decorate front and sde walls. Narrow windows
flank around-headed front gable attic window. Behind the house gands a carriage house
apparently of the same date, dso with apolychrome date roof

The William Stanley. S. House (56 West Avenue), d<so cdled "Terrace Knoll" by later owners
is a spreading shingled sde-gabled housewith full front verandah extending on the north to
cover aporte cochere. Sde gables and three front dormer-gables are decorated with large
modillions; the larger central geble covers abacony. Infront of aone story hip-roofed south
wing, the south end of the verandah becomes arounded bay with conica roof enclosed with
windows framed with shingledrail and piers. Historic photogrgphs show that this bay was
formerly open, supported with paired columns similar to those remaining on the central, open
verandah.25 The photographs aso reved that the present pedestals and wooden railing on the
central verandah are replacaments for aformer shingledrail, similar to what remans onthe
endosed bay. Shingles bow dlightly over attic windows, in the manner of the Evans-built house
a 65 South Street.

Farther south on West Avenue, the largest Queen Anne housss are degply st back on largelots.
The Benjamin Stillwell House (111 West Avenue), known locally as the Generd Stillwell House
because"Vinegar Joe' Stillwell from World War 11 lived herefor afew yearsduring hisyouth,
was built in the early 1890s Two towers, gables multiple-hip roofed dormers, and cobblestone
chimneys daborate the 2 Viz gory shingled and dgpboarded house The two three-story towers,
one octagond with afaceted roof and one round with aconica roof, gopend the facade, which
faces aview of far hills to the south across what was formerly along open field. Stone terraces
extend downdope from the house. A verandah with flat hipped roof goans the front and part of
the ddes, an angled corner extension covers the main door. Cobblestone piers, hgpoed in an
inverted arch under the corner roof, support paired dender columnsand afinely cut railing.
Upper windows and adecoratively notched comice abut eaves. A long Sde paralleling West
Avenue includes atwo story rounded bay. The Carriage House (131 West Avenue) standing in
the lower field near the Stillwell House is agambre-roofed building with dormers remodeded es

gpartments.
(continued)
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The only masonry Quean Anne house, the John H.C. Church House, "Bonny Bank™11 (95 West
Avenue) isacomplex cross-gabled 2 \z gory brick structure, roughly L-shaped, with aprojecting
porte cochere. Next to the house, a doneterrace and pergola overlook the valley, aview now
obscured by tall trees. Pergola columns and arbor survive; aroof gopearsto have been added.
Half-timbered and stuccoed gables, one on the porte cochere, are among infrequent examples of
non-classicaly inspired design among turn-of-the-century district houses. The house hes
multiple hip-roofed and smal shed-roofed dormers. Exposed purlins, rafters, and smpleverge
boards daborate roof edges. Inverted U-shaped trellises frame openings on aan integral porch
facing Wes Avenue and on adde of aone story hip-roofed bay. An exterior sone-trimmed
brick chimney stands adjacent to the porte cochere; there are dso two large interior chimneys.

Two other houseswith haf-timbered ornaments are the F. Hatch House (75 Taconic Avenue), a
dde-gabled 2 Vz story house. Half-timbering on atall centrd facade gable is unusud, including a
classically inspired semicircular-arched attic window with keystones. Gothic motifs are broad,
recessed lancet archeson Sde gables. Rectangular windows with bordering small panes frame
the central door. A partia front verandeh supported with columns extends as a pavilion on one
dde. The Gibbs-Elizabeth Stanley House (30 West Avenue), acrass-gabled housewith shingled
upper stories hes ahalf-timbered and stuccoed walls on aprojecting front-gabled bay, now
painted white. Half-timbering includes some curved members, and vertical timbers arch outward
to become brackets under an overhanging second floor. Curved shingled brackets underpin the
overhanging gable, where there isarecessed arch,flattenedover asariesof attic windows with
diamond-sheped panes. Lowerfloorsare mede of the loca rough-faced quarried stone, to the
level of lower sills on the south part of the house, and to the leve of lintels on anorth addition
made by Mrs. Stanley. On the addition, cutout quatrefoil desgns decorate abay window. Stone
piers and sguared timber pogts support open porches besde the front gabled bay.

Another stucco-walled Quean Annehouse, the George E. Russall House (7 Barrington Place) is a
2 Vz gory front gabled building with gabled dormer, hip-roofed one story sde bay, and hip-
roofed porch wrapping part of thefront and eest Sde. Arched trellis pands now soreen the

porch, while upper windows abut degp eaves The house has an extema brick chimney and rear
entrance bay.

A smdler, fanciful building with cross-gebled roof, the Ellery D. Smith House (56 Taconic
Avenue) (photo 13) isan unusud district example of a1 Vz story Queen Anne house
Picturesque steeply pitched shingled gables on the main block of the house and on adormer face
Taconic Avenue. Pared windows with overhanging smdl-paned transoms inaprow-like
overhang in the large geble pesk, and asmdl bacony with shingled ddes and wooden railingin
front of the dormer are unusud features. An endosad front porch with shingled beseis rounded
on one sde; beyond a square comer the porch is open and skirtsthe housgs eest end. On the

(continued)
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eed Sde another small balcony with columnar supports is located under agable roof  Other
features are abrick chimney with arched pand, modillions, and hipped dormers. Lower
windows on the west Sde gppear to be replacements

Another moretypical smal Quean Annehouse, the 2 Vz story house at 51 Cedlle Stret hesa
hipped roof with gopended gabled bays and afull front verandeh with arounded sde. Queen
Anne fegtures are shingled gables, atwo gtory angled bay benesth a Sde gable, and tumed porch
pogswith scrolled brackets supporting aspindled railing.

Three front-gabled district houseswith afew Queen Anne omaments were built during the 1890s
& rental houses. Thetwo houses on Bryant Court (5 and 9 Bryant Court) have dightly differing
designs, but smilar one gtory front bays and sde-placed doors under shed roofs. Omaments are
limited tofishscal egable shingling and a sunburst pattern in gable pesks, scrolled brackets under
porch roofs, and smpleverge boards. The housea 3 Benton Avenueisa?2 Vz gory clgpboarded
building with two bay front, crass-gabled bay and hip-roofed full front porch. Sender porch
columns gand on aclgpboarded railing. Lower gables dope to the cornice with angled

shingling. Still smplerin design, the Benjamin Peterson House (168 Taconic Avenue) is a
vernacular front-gabled one sory housewith partly exposed basament story eaborated only by a
cantilevered dde semi-hexagond bay and frontflat-roofedporch.

Colonia Reviva housesfrom the tum-of-the-century differ from their Quean Anne
contemporaries with more nearly symmetrical facades, centra doorways, and fewer cross gables.
Thee houses usudly have dormers, full front porches and dlassica ornaments. The largest of
thexz isthe "Longfellow Houss" (116 West Avenue), built in 1903-04 by the Durants. The
facade closaly reproduces that of the original housein Cambridge. The ridge-hipped-roof lacks
the deck and baludrade of the original, and the south wing isendosad ingstead of an open porch,
but details of the imposing front, with central pedimented bay, two story tapering lonic pilasters
on panded pedegtds, modillion-lined eaves gable fanlight, gabled dormers, and central doorway
with consoles, are similar. lonic columns and arailing of boldly sculpted bauders ornament an
open north 9de one gory porch. Pat of the Durant property isa sde-gabled carriage housewith
centra gable remodded as gpatments

On Taconic Avenue, the Anne and Harry Douglas House (81 Taconic Avenue) isalarge L-
shgped 2 \Vz gory hip-roofed house On the broad three bay front a projecting gable with lunette
crowns a sscond gory projecting bay endosed with large Sixteen-paned windows that gppeer to
have been a balcony; columns and afinely cut railing are still present. Under afull front hip-
roofed verandah isa Federd Reviva doorway with elliptical fanlight and sidelights. A single
dormer on the front and two on the Sde are hipped roofed, and there isaddetwo story semi-
hexagond bay. Onthe front gable modillions decorate eavesand rakes. On the rear are hip-

(continued)
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roofed one gory bays, possbly additions. The clgpboarded houseis connected to adouble car
hip-roofed garage, probably of later date; awalkway between the house and garageis framed
with trellises.

Nearby are two neighboring Colonial Reviva houses, the Mary McDonald House and the Harriet
L. Dewey House (59 and 67 Taconic Avenue). The McDonald houseisa?2 \z story housewith
deep-pitched gambre roof on which gand two tiersof front dormers, the upper hip-roofed, the
lower shed-roofed, the row of shed dormer windows is daborated by a centra semi-hexagond
bay. A front porch extending on one sde to form apavilion may have bean on originaly; it is
now enclosed with casement windows framed by columns on aclgpboarded rail. A porch gable
and stairs wit curved dapboarded railing mark the entrance to the porch. On windows, upper
seh are multiple-paned, lower sseh Sngle-paned. The Dewey houseisahip-roofed 2 \z ory
three bay building with central door framed with sSddlights. A partial front porch projects
beyond the facade to form another open pavilion-like extension. Porch columns support aflat
hipped roof add a spindled railing. Over the doorway is a sscond floor angled bay and alarge
gabled dormer with three windows. Smadler flanking hip-roofed dormers have similar windows,
double-hung with multiple-paned upper saeh.

On Cadle Hill another Colonia Revival housefrom this period, the John McCarty House (34
Cadle Hill Avenue) (photo 4) isa2 \z story dde-gabled housewith hip-roofed two story ell.
The dapboarded house hes a three bay front, the centra door framed with half-length siddights
and pandls with um ornaments. A porch with columns and spindled railing goans the front and
wraps to a de, where there is another door a alower level under acolumned hip-roofed
canopy. Centered onthe front isahip-roofed dormer. An unusud feeture of thishouseis a
rectangular south sde cantilevered oriel-like bay window underpinned by an oblong of sepped
brick; the central window has agained glasstransom. Behind the McCarty houseisalarge
gambre-roofed barn from the same date that housed the original owner's trucking business

The house a 6 Brainard Avenueis ahip-roofed Colonial Revival houseof 2 Vz dories with a
dightly asymmetrical three bay front. A flat hip-roofed porch with columns and finely cut
railing covers the centra door and windows of the dapboarded house, afixed window besde the
porch gppears to be an addition of later date. Windowsflankthe central door; a sscond floor
central window istripartite. Two hip-roofed dormers are connected by ashed dormer. There are
two chimneys and modillion-decorate eaves

14 Oak Stredt, first owned by Clarence Swest, was probably built by carpenter Frederick Spath,

it greatly resembles Spath'sown  house on Hollenbeck Avenue™ and is connected to him by

deads The deck hip-roofed house has paired hip-roofed front dormers, eech with two windows,

and single Sde dormers. Diamond-patterned muntins decorate dormer windows. The house has

four upper front windows, a one story angled dde bay, and afull hip-roofed porch supported by
(continued)
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paired and triple columns. A small carriage house or garagewith loft having similar style gands
in arear Sdeyard.

Another hip-roofed Colonial Revival house of the foursquare type isthe Charles F. Zimmer
House (127 West Avenue). Thisexample with asingle hipped dormer and sde-placed door
flanked by sddlights. Thislessdaborate example has modillion-decorated eavesand a
wraparound hip-roofed front porch with square pogts. It too is connected with aperiod garage or
cariage house. Nearby isavery smal gambre-roofed Colonial Revival house, the Charlotte |.
Tobey House (135 West Avenue). The shingled 1 Vz gtory house has two shed dormers, a gabled
porch supported with columns, and acentral door between two lower windows.

During the same period an imposing Neo-classcal housewes built in the district, and an older
houseremodded inasimilar style. The John S Fuller House (143 Cadtle Street) built about
19065 isa 2 Vz gtory hip-roofed housewith athree bay front. A pediment and two story paired,
fluted, lonic columns project over the central bay where adoor and siddlights under an
entablature and upper tripartite window are located. Railings by the door include medium-sized
turned balugters. A 2 \Vz gtory wing extending eet of the main block contains an integral corner
porch. The south-facing back of the house includes afl at-roofedporch with baugrade
supported with one-story Doric columns, paired a corners and clustered by central gtairs. Onthe
rear porch the railing is made offinertumed uprights. Two story bays and three gabled dormers
ae symmetrically aranged onthe back. Modillions decorate eave lines and the large front
pediment, where thereis an elliptical lunette. The neoclassica French House (392 Main Street)
isamid-nineteenth century house extensively remodded by Addaide French in 1912. The
house hes abroad five bay front and porch eaborate with two story l1onic columns, modillions,
and lunette. The doorway, overhung by abalcony reeched by acentral second floor door,
includes leeded sddlights and a shdlow dliptically arched transom. A smple door next to the
main door takesthe place of one of four lower frontwindows. Hip-roofed bayswith modillion-
decorated cornices extend on both Sdes. A ningteenth century sde-gable carriage housewith
central geble sands behind the house,

An uncommon design, which might be called vernacular Renaissance Revival, isfound a the
comer of Cadtle Streat and Brainard Avenue in the John E. Clary House. The two story house
with low-pitched hip roof and degp eaves hes athree bay facade with small upper windows. The
lower part isathree part arcadewith paired columns and shdlow,flattenedarchesinfront of
recessed windowsand door. It ispossble that the multipaned windows now spanning thefront
were additions that enclose an originally open integral porch. Onthe front plane of the ridge-
hipped roof isajerkined attic gable with apair of horizontal windows. The rectangular house
hes no eaborating 9de bays. Another atypical building is alarge two story succo house built
around 1915 to replace an older house called "Monaghed’ that had bumed (James McEnery

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10-900-. OMB Approrml No. 1024-0018
(8-«6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

ou * Taconic and West Avenues Historic District
Continuation Sheet Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), M A

Section number 1— Page —11—

House, 82 Wes Avenue). Designed by owner James McEnery's "architect daughter27 the
house is English Revival in charecter, with prominent front gebles, succo walls, large extemal
chimney, and numerous casement windows. The Colonial Revival doorway, however, is
classicaly inspired with a prominent entablature, arow of transom lights, and sddights. Gable
reens and narrow verge boards are fanciful and Gothic in character. The former carriage house
wes incorporated into the new house, becoming the present northwing. The carriage house
block projects behind the house, extended by a hip-roofed sunroom, cregting a sheltered
courtyard areafor arear door. A sunporch on the south side was remodeled as agreenhouse in
1974.

The Great Barrington Depot (46 Cadtle Street), Pededtrian Underpass, and S James Place
Railroad Overpass, all built about 1901, are functionally interrelated Sructures, visually unified
by the use of rough-faced gone in landscaping and in the lower walls of the depot. The one story
depot haes low-pitched hipped roofs oreading wide over surrounding walkways, supported with
uare wooden pogtswith chamfered braces somereplaced. Similar pods and braces support
long platform roofs, dso hipped. The broad roofs, originally date, were recently replaced with
ridged metal. From the roofsextend asmal shed dormer and brick chimney. A hip-roofed porte
cochere projects from the depot's long Sde opposite the tracks, presently the entranceto a
resaurant housed in the depot. Depot walls are built of buff-colored brick and rough-cut gone
ashlar with abattered shgpe bdow window sills. Doorways have been modified with new doors
and added externd baffles. North of the depot the pededtrian undarpassisa st of dgpswes of
the tracks, atunnd beneeth, and an east Sde wakway bordered with anorth retaining wall of
large blocks of rough-faced gone. The present roof over the gars isnot original. Onthe south
dde of the depot, aflight of gone Segpsleadsfrom the S. James place roadway under the tracks
to ahigher level of the depot. Stone retaining walls with sone coping follow the curving road
and border the gtairs. Railroad embankments and retaining walls are built of more rough-faced
gonewith gepped coping blocks. Therailroad bridge over the road retains a decorative iron
railing with diagona design aong the platform walkway wes of thetracks. Heavy metad beams
with diagond reinforcing braces support the tracks.

Built about 1901 as an outbuilding of the Barrington Hotel, the Log House (15 Berkshire Heights
Road) isarustic one story long-walled building with alow-pitched sde-gabled roof and shingled
gables. Additions have enlarged the building, but it retains along integra porch, deegp eaves, ad
windowswith diamond-shaped panes

Didtrict housesbuilt in Craftsman, Colonial Revival, and English Revival dyles in theyears

between the World Wars are smdler, lessdaborate, and much less numerous than tum-of-the-

century houses. One of the larger Craftsman housssisthe Byron A. Allen House (133 Cadlle
(continued)
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Street), built ca 1930. The Sde-gabled 2 \Vz story succo bungaow has along front roof doping
to cover afull front porchwith cobblestone piers. A shed dormer is centered onthe front roof.
On the back of the housetwo dories are exposad below the roof line. Eaves onthe rekes are
deep, supported with knee-braces. Exposed rafter ends and narrow verge boards d o giveroof
lines a characterigtic Craftsman gopearance. A large extema chimney is faced with cobblestone.
A smadll rectangular sunroom bay with shed roof contains a series of small dosay-spaced
windows, multipaned in upper sseh.

A dde-gabled Craftsman housenot of the bungaow typeisthe O'Neil House (41 Cedle Street),
a2 \z story shingled and dapboarded housewith gabled frontbey. The house's degp
overhanging rakes are knee-braced, and eavesreved rafter ends  Windows are grouped and
asymmetrically placed. A shed doorway overhang is supported with angled braces Onaddea
shed roof covers a shdlow sde rectangular bay.

A very smdl 1 Vz story shingled bungalow a 9 Osk Street is Sde-gabled with acentral shed
dormer, external cobblestone chimney, and off-center doorway. Windows have been replaced.
The shingled house has a concrete foundation, amateria found only in 20 century houses built
after the tum-of-the-century period.

Severd succo Craftsman houseswere built with hipped roofs. A pairs of identical two story
ducco houses with angled Sde bays, ashlar limestone foundations, and hip-roofed front porches
dand next to each other on Cadtle Street (177 and 181 Cadtle Street). The porches have stucco
piers and baitered lower wallswith dde-placed openings. A larger hip-roofed succo house, the
Reuben S Allen House (10 Brainard Avenue) hes hip-roofed dormers and afull front porch
under aflat hipped roof supported with heavy stucco piers.

Two small English Revival houses were built in the 1920s and 30s on remaining lots. Themore
intact isthe Harry Jodin House & 25 Brainard Avenue, a 1 Vz sory housewith overlapping
seep-pitched front gables, one covering an entrance bay. A pesked pent roof with trellis Sdes
framesthe door. Onthe front isalarge cobbled externa chimney, and on Sdes are shed dormers
with exposed rafter ends Lower south windows, numerous and grouped together, cregte a
sSuNroom.

Colonia Revival housss built during the inter-war period are lessdaborate and tend to be

amdler than those built earlier. Oneof the larger isthe Dr. John Adam House (129 Cadtle

Street), adde-gabled 1 Vz gory housewith symmetrical front. A shallow sde dormer with three

s=tsof paired windows gpans the front. A pesked canopy with curved undersde and Sde braces

covers acentral door and sidelights. Flanking windows are triple, goaced dose together, with 6/6
(continued)
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panes  Sde multipaned paired doors open onto an open flat-roofed sde porch supported by
shingled piers; behind the porch isasunroom. An extema brick chimney is centrally placed on
adde, intersecting the roof sjerkined gable.

On aformer Asa Russl property on lower Cadle Strest and Cadtle Hill Road, five modest
Colonial Reviva houses al of different designs were built about 1925 on newly-laid out lots.
The Carolyn Griswold House (64 Cadlle Street) isafront-gabled 1 \Vz story housewith gabled
entrance bay and open dde porch. The house a 72 Cadlle Street isaSde-gabled two story three
bay housewith an open dde porch, attic lunettes, and a centra door topped with asmall transom.
Uphill the Hickey House (10 Castle Hill Avenue) isamore complex cross-gabled 1 \z gory
house, still small inscae, with lunette ornaments. The Ralph W. Pope House (16 Casdtle Hill
Avenue) isadde-gabled 1 \z gory cottage with broad front gable. A sde-placed door is
ornamented with afanlight transom and sidelights. The uppermost house isa simple one story
dde-gabled cottage (Bidwell House, 22 Cadtle Hill Avenue) with asymmetrically placed door
and windows, some of these replaced.

Archaeological Description

Two prehigtoric Stes have bean recorded within the proposed district boundaries and ahigh
potential exigsthat additional dteswill befound. At leagt thirteen Sites have bean recorded in
the generd areaof the district(within one mile). Site 19-BK-25 isrecorded on the Parley Russl|
housdot a 11 West Avenue. Cultural components & that dte dateto the Late Archaic and later
besad on artifacts collected by resdents beginningin 1885. The Ste has dso been referred to s
the Great Wigwam dite, possibly indicating a Contact Period component and association with a
historically known dte of that period known as the gathering place next to the "Great Wigwam".
Site 19-BK-107 lies south of the above dte in the areahistorically known as the Greet Hollow,
now occupied by the Steven Funerd Home. Numerous artifacts have dso been collected from
that dte 9nce the late 19tli-century indicating a Middle Archaic through Woodland Period
occupation. Both of the above dteslie on devated terraces dong the western border of the
Housatonic River flood plain. At leest two Contact Period Mohican villages are reported in the
Great Barrington locale. The physica characterigtics of the district(dope, soil drainage, distance
to water) a0 represent locational criteria which are favorablefor many types of prehistoric
dtes. While doping aress, often with segp grades are common throughout much of the district,
sverd well drained level to moderately doping terraces are presant bordering the Housatonic
River flood plain, including arather large level locdein the vicinity of the railroad corridor
through the district. Some wetland aressin the district have been historically filled or re-routed
through culvertsincluding a leest one brook which originally flowed from thewest down South
Street and isnow inapipe. Given the above information and the d5ze of the district(l 14.38

(continued)
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acres), the location of prehigtoric stesin the district is documented and ahigh potentia exists
that additional dSteswill be found. Historic land use in the district hes likely effected the
integrity of these resources, however, the availability of open goece and filling indicates these
effects may have been mitigated in some arees

There isds0 ahigh potentid for historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Structura
remains, from resdences, commercia and ingtitutional structures, outbuildings and occupationa
related features(trash pits, privies, wells) associated with both extant smctures and those
removed, should survive dating fromthe 18" through 20™ centuries. While afew 18th-century
resdences survivein the district, most examples from this period are no longer extant. Some
evidence may survivein the district from Dutch settlement which occurred in this areaduring the
1720s and 1730s, however, these Steshave yet to be verified. Settlement probably occurred
during this period athough most documented Stesare later during the 1740's. Early resdences
or farmgteads in the district could occur anywhere above the Housatonic River flood plain prior
to planned devdopment of the settlement. After official roadways were laid out, most 1 St
century buildings within the district were found next totwo roads Main Stregt and a branching
road leading northwest to Seekonk and Alford Roads Cadlle Hill Avenuewas part of the
branching roadway. One of the earliest documented house dtesin the district isthe home of the
town's first minister Rev. Samud Hopkins. Portions of the sone foundation from that house are
reported to survive as part of the Cadle Hill Farmhouse a 15 Cadle Hill Avenue. Additional
archaeologica evidence from that house, its outbuildings and occupationa rated features may
a0 survive a that location. Archaeologica evidence from 18th-century military troop
encampments may a0 survivein the district. The Main Street locale south of the Dwight House
a 390 Main Stregt isreported to be the Ste of Generd Burgoyné's troop camp during hismarch
to Boston after his 1777 defeet. Archaeological features including trash pits, privies and
evidence of other temporary structures and/or facilitiesrelated to this camp may survivein the
aea Archaeologica resourcesrelated to commercid and industrial Smctures may dso survive
in the district. Structural evidence of outbuildings and occupationa related features associated
with agricultural activities could survive neer any 1 Sth-cantury residencein the district since
these activities formed the bassfor aloca self-sufficient economy characteristic of the early
settlement.  Agriculture continued to be important into the early 19th-century, however, its
importance was decreasing as aresult of increasng manufacturing and commercia
opportunities. Archaeological evidence of a late 18th-century tavern and blacksmith shop are
reported to predate the 1851 Collins House a 454 Main Street. Outbuilding remains and
occupationd related features could survivefrom a sore and saddle shop kept a various times a
the Dwight Hous( 1759-60) property on 390 Main Sireet. Archaeological evidence from another
dore and potash factory fromthe 1780s and 1790s may dso survive on the property of the lves-
(continued)
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Taylor House(1815) & 426 Main Street. Evidence of tanning vats may dso survive from the late
18th-century on land north of the Ives-Taylor House. A 1740slime kiln isdso reported on ahill
near Lewis Avenue, however, it is unknown whether or not this operation was within the district.
Congtruction of the depot and undarpass & 46 Cadle Street is known to have resulted in the
demoalition of an 18th-century bakeshop and saverd houseswhose congtruction date is unknown.
Archaeologica resourcesrdated to saverd 18th-century ingtitutional type dructures may aso
survive inthe district. Structura evidence from the Great Barrington Jail may survive on the lot
where the St. JamesEpiscopa Church now sandsa 352 Main Street. Archaeological evidence
from the 1761 courthouse may aso be located in or near the digtrict in the middle of Main Street
immediately north of the Episcopa Rectory a 342 Main Street. At least two housssin the
district were depositories for commissary goresduring the Revolutionary War period. Structura
remains from outbuildings and trash aress may survive near the origina Site of the Dwight
House a 390 Main Street, one of the two houses assodiated with this activity. Similar
archaeological survivalsas well as structurd evidence from the second house may dso survive a
the dte of the Ives-Taylor House a& 436 Main Stredt.

Archaeological evidence from severd important 19th century Structures and activitiesmay o
survive in the district. Evidence from the George Church House later known as the " Octagon™
may survive in the Church Memorial Park on South Street. The housewas razed after Church's
death and the land donated to the town. A housewas aso razed when the present drive for the
hospital was congtructed between 82 and 94 Wes Avenue. Archaeologica evidence from the
Brainard Edate may aso survive in the vicinity of alarge lot & 80 Taconic Avenue now built up
with condominiums. Some 19th-century resdences have a0 been moved on their lots
indicating potential structural remains related to the original building site. One resdence
included in this category isthe Parley Russdl House, ds0 known as "Brightside”, located a 11
Wes Avenue. That house, originally built in 1859-62, was recently moved from aposition in
the center of the lot to an edge near West Avenue. Archaeological survivalsfrom a leest one
19th

-century ingtitutional type structure may aso survive in the district.  Structural remains may
exig a the dte of the Rose Cottage Seminary built in 1857-58 a the present ste of Saint James
Episcopd Church a 352 Main Street. Archaeological evidence may aso survive from the
Berkshire Inn, no longer extant, originally built in 1895 on Main Street. The genera areaof the
Inn, marked by the present location of the Dwight House & 390 Main Sirest, is a concentration
of saverd potentia historic dtes dating to both the 18th and 19th centuries. A tavem and it's
barnswere reportedly demolished for condruction of the Inn. Further impacts to the areawere
caused when the Inn wias extended in 1897 displacing the Dwight House and a one housethat
gdood to its south. Potential archaeologica resources related to resdencesin the district were
a0 the focus of important events in 19th-century history. One residence, locally known as the
"Cadlle' & 4 Cadle Stret was originaly built in 1822 by David Leavenworth and later

(continued)
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occupied by AsaC. Russdll. During Russdl's occupancy, the housewas reportedly a sop on the
underground railway beforethe Civil War. A rear barn, which no longer survives, was
connected by atunnd to adegp ravine behind the house Evidence of thetunnd is reported to
survive in the ravine and dements of the barn may exist as an archaeologica resource.
Archaeological evidence from severd 19th-century commercid related structures should o
auryive inthe district. A store, operated by merchant Dr. David Leavenworth, was present a the
corner of Cadle and Main Stregts. Leavenworth aso ran acider brandy distillery ina place
called "Robbins Grove" off what was later upper Cadtle Street. Archaeological survivals from
both of these resources may be located within the district. Archaeological evidence from severd
small shopsestablished in the 1830sin the Hollow on Main Strest may aso exist in thedistrict.
Those shops, which included a blacksmith, wagonmaking and painters shop, were demolished
about 1850 after which resdenceswere built a 400 and 406 Main Street. Archaeological
evidence may aso survive from a seam driven eectrica power generating dtation originally
located on alot south of St. James Episcopad Church.

(end)
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The Taconic and West Avenues Higtoric District issignificant under Criterion A inreflecting a
broad goen of town devdopment from the mid-eighteenth century until 1930. Surviving
buildings and road patterns show an evolution of the district from farmland with scattered houses
and artisan ghops to a fashionable suburb and summer house community by the early twentieth
century. Under Criterion B, the district isimportant for its association with Great Barrington's
political, religious, industrial, and commercid leaders as their primary resdential areafrom the
mid-eighteenth century until 1930. Under Criterion C, the district is significant architecturally as
an outstanding concentration of eaborate turn-of-the-century housesreflecting the work of local
builders usng local materids, and for distinctive architectura examples from the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The district retains integrity of location, desgn, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, fulfilling National Register Criteria A, B, and C a the
local level.

Criterion A

Great Barrington's land wes part of two Housatonic townships purchased by English colonistsin
1724 from the Mohicans, anative group settled in the Housatonic valley who hed earlier lived
near the Hudson River. One of their villages, Skatekook, and another gathering place next to the
"Greet Wigwam" were located in what is now Great Barrington. English settlerswho beganto
arrive inthe 1720sfrom the Connecticut Valley first cameto neerby Sheffield. In 1743, after the
population had grown, those living inwhat later became the centra village of Greet Barrington
split to becomethe North Parish of Sheffield. English sattlers found that the Housatonic territory
wes disputed, aso claimed by Dutch of the Hudson Valley as part of the 1795 Westenhook
paent. Dutch and Pdatine tenants of patroons aso began to sttle inthe Housatonic in the 1720s
and 30s, having dready established ties with the Mohicans.

The town's early history was colored by the two groups of settlers, the Dutch being prominentin
town affairs and inthe Society of St. James one of the earliest Episcopdian churches in
Massachusetts and the first in Berkshire County. S James Episcopa Church (352 Main Street),
founded in 1762, opened its first building on Chrisgmas Day, 1764, on aMain Street lot south of
the district. Though the early Dutch tended to settle inthe northem part of town, their
descendants, among them HoUenbecks, Rossaters (earlier spdled Rossateer), Van Deusens ad
Burghardts, lived in the Taconic and West Avenue district. The mostly English congregants of
the orthodox, established North Parish and called Rev. Samud Hopkinsto be their first settled
minister. Hopkinswas aY de graduate and sudent of Jonathan Edwards, theologicaly similar in

(continued)
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his unbending Calvinism. He refused to baptize the children of non-members, adienating many
of the Dutch. In 1745 Hopkinsbuilt his house on what was later called Cadle Hill; the
foundation of his house, built of Sone provided by parishioners, remains as part of the Cadle
Hill Farmhouse (15 Cadle Hill Avenue) (photo 3). 28

The rapid descent of Housatonic waters between Eagt Mountain and the west bank highlands
(Cadlle Hill) favored congtruction of water-powered saw and grist mills soon after settlement.

By 1743 aforgewith trip hammer was making bar iron near the earlier mills. Also in this
congtricted place in the otherwise broad Housatonic valley, the "Great Bridge" was constructed
sometime prior to 1737 on the Main Road (Main Street) that followed the Housatonic north from
Connecticut and Sheffield. Other roads connected Great Barrington to Westfield on the east and
to Hudson ports onthe west. In 1761 the village was incorporated as Great Barrington, the same
year Berkshire County was organized. Itsdesignation as county sedt, which ledto courthouse
congtruction in the middle of Main Stregt (immediately north of today's Episcopa Rectory a
342 Main Street), refiects Great Barrington's early prominence among Berkshiretowns. A jail
sood on the lot where St. James Episcopa Church (352 Main Street) dandstoday. Built south
of the courthouse, the manson homesof Gen. Josgph Dwight (390 Main Street)(photo 8) was a
datement of his importance inits Sze and fashionable Georgian details, centra hall plan, and
interior finishing. Loca carpenter and furniture meker Danid Allen, whose own house good
another lot to the south, built the Dwight house, conddered the finest in town during the
eighteenth century.29

Eighteenth century district buildings sood next totwo road: Main Street and a branching road
leading northwest towards Alford. Cadlle Hill Avenuewas part of this early branching highway,
connected to Main Street first by an angled road that approximatdy followed the nineteenth
century railroad bed from aplace near today's Maple Avenueto the beseof Cadtle Hill Avenue,
and later after 1747 when the angled road was discontinued, by Cadtle Stret, laid out from the
courthouse on Main Street to the Cadle Hill Avenue corner”O Remains of an early house built
on the older diverging road were visible in 1800 near what istoday South Street» 1 Main Street
lots south of the Dwight and Allen houses, not included in early land allocations, were built with
more widely gpaced housesthan Main Street north of the district.32

Events during the Revolution and Shays Rebdllion touched the district. In 1777 on his march to
Bogton the defeated Generd Burgoyne dayed in the Dwight House as aguest of Elijah Dwight
while his captured troops encamped farther south dong Main Strest. Because Greet Barrington
dood a acrossoads, it was adepository for commissary dores. The basament of the Dwight
House kept these stores, as did ahouse on the Ste of the Ives-Taylor House33 During Shays
Rebellion in 1786, judges of the court were conducted by amob to the house of Dr. William

(continued)
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Whiting (141 Wes Avenue), then standing north of the courthouse on Main Street; the mob
forced them to promise they would not hold court until grievances were addressed. In February
1787 another mob marched down Main Street and took a back road to Sheffield, where the
bloodiest confrontation of the Rebellion took place. Militias sympathetic to the government then
held Shayste prisoners in the Great Barrington jail (Site, the Episcopa Rectory, 342 Main
Street).34 During the Federd period after these conflicts had ended, many new settlers came to
Great Barrington from Connecticut, bringing craft skills, commercid experience, ad
professional training.

During the elghteenth and early nineteenth centuries local resdents pursued farming, trade, and
diverse craftsin shops located in the district. In the 1740s alimekiln is known to have operated
on the hill near today's Lewis Avenue35 Samud Hopkins, J. farmed, living in hisfather's
house on Cadtle Hill until about 1806. Josgph Dwight's son Elijah, do clerk of the county
courts, kept a gore in the north front room of the Dwight House where he sold teg, chinaware,
and coffee. A later resdent of the house, Allen Henderson, was a saddler who kept ashop in his
basament. A house ganding on the ste of the present Collins House was atavern in the 1770s
owned by ablacksmith who kept ashop alittle to the north. During the 1780s and 90s Moses
Hopkins, another son of the first minister, kept agore and ran a potash factory on the property of
the Ives-Tavlor House. From about 1785-1800 Issec Van Deusen kept tan vais on nearby land to
the north. After the Revolution, Stephen Sibley mede clocks and pursued his craft es brazier ina
shop on lower Cadle Street (Stephen Sibley Shop and House 57, 77 Cadtle Street). 1n 1803
Booth and Gibbs, then resdents of the Dwight House, st up the first wool carding machine in
the region in the upper story of the grist mill. Infollowing years Lewis Gorham (71 Cadtle
Street) ran the carding mill and an adjoining plagter mill. Merchant Dr. David Leavenworth,
whose gore was on the comer of Cadtle and Main Streets and whose imposing house, known as
"the cagtle," had been buih in 1822, ran acider brandy ditillery inaplace later called "Raobbins
Grove' off of what was later upper Cadtle Street.36 inthe 1830s, ablacksmith shop, wagon
making shop and painter's shop (not extant) were built in "the Hollow" on Main Sireet.37

We have little early description of the district's landscape, though records note that Main Stret
was graded to remove hills and ravines neer the presant Episcopa Church,38 and rowsof ms
were planted dong the dreat about 1770 and again before 1800. Rocks near Mt. Peter long
hindered trafficon Main Strest as did amire in the Hollow. About 1815 when lawyer George H.
Ives 39 built the Ives-Taylor House, he dso undertook an early public works project: cutting
ledge in the road, raising the roadbed, and building the soneretaining wall that survives below
his house,

(continued)
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From the 1830s on, district resdents managed the indudriesthat arose on severd water
privileges in Great Barrington and in the village of Housatonic. 1n 1836 the Berkshire Woolen
Company began production of cassmeresin mills on the west bank neer the center village. John
C. and Asa C. Russl, brothers from Connecticut who were dready merchants on Main and
Cadle Street, were the business managarsand principa stockholders of the firm; Asa C. Russll
lived in"the Cadlle' (54 Cadlle Street) after David Leavenworth.40 Also in 1836, the Everett
Woolen Mills began making fancy cassmeresinamill on Eagt Street. John L. Dodge, a director
of the Mahaiwe National Bank, was an officer in this company; in the 1830s he built "Hillcrest"
(200 Cadtle Street) in the district. Parley A. Russdl, son of John C. Russdl and owner of
"Brightside" (11 Wes Avenue)(photo 16), began along and influential budness career asan
agent and tressurer of the Everett mills. George E. Russdl (7 Barrington Place), another son of
John C. Russdll, wes vice presdent of the Everett mills.41

The Berkshire Railroad began running through Great Barrington in 1842, grestly facilitating
industrial development. The Waubegk and Monument Mills in Housatonic, makers of cotton
warps and bedgpreeds, organized in the early 1850s and combined in 1871. Thesehighly
successful mills adjacent to the railroad tracks and an upper water privilege were founded by the
senior RussHl and George Church. Church Memoria Park sands on the Ste of the Church
house42 The younger generation of Russdls and Churches continued to run the mills
throughout the nineteenth century. Parley A. Russl was director. John H.C. Church (who
owned three district houses 33 South Street. 58 South Stret, by bequest from the Hollisters
[photoll], and 95 Wes Avenue) was treasurer and generd maneger of Monument Mills.43

Two new district roads gopeared in the mid-nineteenth century. Maple Avenuewas laid out in
1836, but little was buih there until Dr. CT. Collins established his sanitorium and resort, the
Collins Invalids Hotel (80 Maple Avenue) in 1854. Onthe corner of Maple and Main in 1851,
Dr. Callins replaced an older housewith agone Gothic houss, "Indiola Place” (454 Main
Street) (photo 9) consgtructed of blue dolomite cut from ledges from the immediate vicinity.
About 1850, John Chatfield demolished the artisan shopsin the Hollow and buih two new homes
(400. 406 Main Street). During the mid-1850s building activity centered on a block of land
owned by George Pierce (406 Main Street) who lived in one of the Chatfield houses 1n 184
Pierce laid out South Street and perpendicular gours of West Avenug, dividing the areainto
nineteen lots44 Thiswas the first planned housing development in thisdistrict, an early suburb;
buyers of lots held and resold them or built their own houses on South Street, which became a
fashionable addressfor town merchants and indudtrialists. The earliest house on these dreets
were the Misses Culver House (57 South Street), the Rossster House (48 South Street) and the
Woodworth House(40 South Street), built by aclothing Sore owner. The industrialist George
Church bought one of the early houses on South Stireet and remodeled it into an octagon (not

(continued)



NPS FofTTI 10-900-a OMB Approns| No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Pla9esM\,, MAMN | AN
Cmtlnualm 31& Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), MA

Section number Page

extant).45 John Lewis built the ornate Itdianate house"Brightside.” (11 Wes Avenue)(photo
16) on alarge lot north of this devdopment in 1859-6046 Lewis daughter married Pearley
Russll, who lived in the house until 1916. During the following decade the housss a 48 and 4
West Avenue were buih.

Busness blocksin downtown Great Barrington multiplied after the coming of therailroad. The
scond S James Episcopa Church building, located in the heart of the expanding commercial
red etateon Main Street, was abandoned to be remodded as acommercid block. The
congregation moved down Main Stregt and buih the presant stone church in 1857-58 (352Main
Street) onthe Ste of a former select school, the Rose Cottage Seminary, run by the Misses
Kelogg.47

Shortly after 1850 MissMarthaW. Allen, who took over the Kellogg schooal, built two houses a
the corner of Cadlle hill Avenueand Cadlle Stret, in which she opened her own Grove Hill
School (5 Cadle Hill Avenue and 86 Cadle Street). The "grove" gppears to have been agand of
oeks south of the lane that became upper Cadtle Street. The extension of Cadlle Street was laid
out by thetown in 1873, having agentler grade than Cadle Hill Avenuefor travel to Alford.
Shortly after 1868, before the town took possession of the road, two houses (the Elihu Williams
House a 120 Cadle Strest and the Nathanidl Huse Anderson House a 132 Cadlle Street) hed
been built dong the old lane that became upper Cadlle Stredt; their lotswere formerly farmland
owned by the HoUenbecks and John Dodge48 These housss on the north Sde of Cadlle Street
were followed in the 1880s by two more: the Frederick Sanford House (142 Cadle Street) and a
large house visible on the 1884 Birdseye View which ssams to have beonged to Stewart Sedey,
adove and tin deder (20 Hollenbeck Avenue). According to the Birdseye View, these houses
were the edgeof town in 1884, and where southern West Avenuewould later be, orchards soread
from the railroad tracks to the top of the ridge.

In the early 1880s Edwin D. Brainard returned to Greet Barrington from Albany and began
amasding lotsof red estate between upper Cadle Strest and the Parley Russdll estate. In the
grove of oaks south of Cadtle Street he built alarge wooden Gothic house, "Taghkannuc House,"
(dite 80 Taconic Avenue, house not extant.)49 Brainard isgiven credit for imagining the
development potentia of the neighborhood,50 and laid out many of the roads south of Cedle
Street, north of the Parley Russdll estate, and west to the top of the ridgeof hills. Anticipating
devdopment of the neighborhood, Brainard organized the Berkshire Heights Water Company,
which pumped water from Green River to areservoir onthe ridge.

(continued)
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During the 1890sred egtate devdopment in"Berkshire Heights' quickened.51 Mrs. Mark
Hopkins stone chateau built acrossMain Street in 1883 gave the centra part of town a newly
opulent character. Riding atide of promotion and fashion inwhich Berkshire was eteemed as a
aummer and autumn resort,52  urbanite, especidly New Y orkers, bought lots and built houses
The district was conveniently located neer the railroad. The mgjority of new home buyers,
however, were local professiona and busness people, especidly retailers in the busness blocks
of Main, Railroad, and Bridge Strests and managersinvolved in locd industries. New industries
organized in the 1890swere the Riversde Cotton Mills and the Stanley Instrument Company,
organized by electrical inventor William Stanley to manufacture electrical meters. Both
companies were located in the central part of town and involved many district redsdents53 The
B.D. Rising Pgpar Company south of Housatonic aso opened amill in 1900, creeting a demand
for new housing,54

Brainard began sdlling individua lotsin the early 1890s In 1892 he sold alot to physician
Whitmell P. Small (155 Cadlle Street), who engeged the Evans brothers to build a large Queen
Anne house. 1n 1893 Brainard sold ablock of land south of Cadtle Street to Dr. Gordon H. Rece,
physician, and John C. Benton, ashoe dore owner. The pair laid out lots on the west Sde of
Benton and the eest Sde of Brainard Avenue55 upon which housssarosefrom 1898 to 1904. In
partnership with Franklin D. Pope, Dr. Smdl in 1895 bought much of Brainard's remaining
property. Thetwo s0ld lotsto individuals or groups of lotsto builders such as Arthur H. Decker,
Frederick Spath, and the Evans Brothers who built speculative housss or desgned housss in
conjunction with buyers.

North of Cadle Street, Sarah Hollenbeck laid out Hollenbeck Avenue and sold many of the
fronting lots. Her father, Stewart Sedey, agove and tin deder on Railroad Street, seeams to have
built the large house facing Cadlle that se inherited (20 Hollenbeck Ayenue):™M dhe dso

married into the Hollenbeck family (Cadtle Hill Farm. 15 Cadlle Hill Avenue), dairy farmerswho
owned extengve property on the hill. Resdents of new houses on Hollenbeck Avenue built
during the 1890sincluded Judge Justin Dewey of the Superior Court (51 Hollenbeck). John C.
Benton (32 Hollenbeck). proprietor of the City Shoe sore and red estate deveoper, and John C.
Wheder (27 Hollenbeck) an insurance and red edae agent.

An 1896 devdopmenta plan of some of Parley Russdl's land included the northern extenson of
Wes Avenue intersecting with "Taghkannuc Avenue' lotslaid out on both ddesof Lewis
Avenue57 inaddition to lotswest of West Avenue, he sold one on lower Taconic Avenuein
18 to Albert Winchell, who built "Fairview" (45 Taconic Avenue). Builder Edward B. Evans
bought two of Russdll's lots and congtructed a house for himself (89 Taconic Avenue); while

(continued)
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selling another a 97 Taconic Avenue. Another builder, Amiel Mundry. bought the next lot west
on Taconic and built himself ahouse (105 Taconic Avenue). Aslate as 1903 fragmentsof the
agricultural landscape remained; acrop of potatoes and pasture were mentioned in adeed that
year dong the northwest sde of west Avenue 58

Large houses on the West Avenue hill were built during the 1890s and early 1900s New Y ork
attorney William Stanley, who hed lived in Great Barrington as a boy, and who was the father of
the eectrical inventor William Stanley, Great Barrington's mogt famous resident, built the house
a 56 West Avenue where he retired. New York resdent Benjamin W. Stillwell hed amessd
land between 1885 and 1893 creeting alarge lot for his house (111 West Avenue) built during
the 1890s Trained as both a lawyer and physician, the der Stillwell became a country
gentleman for afew yearsin Great Barrington. About 1902 indudtrialist John Henry Coffing
Church, who hed dso owned two large houses on South Strest59 built alarge brick house at 95
West Avenue on former Taylor land, which he named "Bonny Bank." One of the town
showplaces, the house overlooked the Housatonic valley from an extensive back terrace and
pergola; informally planted gardenswith a serpentine walk and pond goread acrossthelower
dope of thelot.60 A dger of JH.C. Church and her husbend Clark Durant buih the
"Longfellow Housg" (116 Wes Avenue) about 1904. An older house, "Monaghea," owned by
James M cEnery bumed about 1905; an architect daughter designed anew house incorporating
the carriage house of the older one (82 West Avenue). George Tuller, who ran theformer
Collins ssnatorium as ahotd, laid out lots & the southem end of West Avenue in 19031 The
town acoepted the southern extension of West Avenueto Maple Avenue as atown way in 1906.

Thetown voted in 1900 to block Cadlle Streat & the railroad tracks and creste anew road (St
James Place) and underpass connecting Main Stregt with Taconic Avenue. Thiswas
accomplished by purchasing alot south of St. James Episcopa Church where a steam-driven
power generating station had good. 1n 1901 in conjunction with the new road, the New Y ork,
New Haven & Hartford Railroad built anew depot and pededtrian underpass (46 Cadlle Street).
To build the depot, severd older houses were demolished, including abrick eighteenth century
beke shop. South of St. James Flace, congtruction in 1895 of alarge hotel called the Berkshire
Inn (not extant) aso cause older buildings to be moved and destroyed.62 The gabled,
multistoried shingled building, daborate with cobblestone piers and chimneys, fluted Doric
columns on a porte cochere, and long verandah, was extended in 1897, displacing the Dwight
House and a done housethat good to its south. The Dwight House, moved behind the hotel,
became atea room caled "Bryant Cottage" Summer people objected, but the Berkshire Strest
Railroad began mnning carsdown Main Stregt in 1902, connecting Great Barrington and
Pittsfield. 1n 1912, after dentist Theodore French died, Addaide French extensively remodded
the house a 392 Main Street adding aneocdlassicd facade.

(continued)
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On the hill wedt of the district, another large hotd called the Barrington was buih in 1901. A
shingled, gabled structure with long porches, the hotel bumed in 1904. A hotel outbuilding that
survived the fire isthe Log House (15 Berkshire Heights Road). Non-residential sessond
visitors with family connections in Great Barrington built two houseson the hill: Sarah Parsons
the house & 2 Berkshire Heights Road (photo 2) and William E. Tefft, X. a 3 Berkshire Heights
Road. John P. Pomeroy, president and treesurer of the Riverdae Mills, bought and renamed the
old Brainard"Taghkannuc House" "The Oaks." Pomeroy detached aformer rear cross-gabled
el from the house, the duplex that dandsat 15 Osk Strest. In 1913 the Brainard-Pomeroy estate
became ahotel, "The Oakwood."63 An associated employee cottage hes become the insat house
a 11 Ok Stredt.

George E. Russl, adirector of the Berkshire Woolen Company and Everett mills, moved from
the family home near the railroad when the new depot was condructed, pending the last year of
hislife in the housea 7 Barrington Place. Land on Cadlle Hill that was part of the Russdll
property (Leavenworth-Russdl House 54 Cadlle Street) (photo 5) becamehousdots The
earliest house built on Russdll land wias the ¢. 1901 John McCarty place with its large bam (34
Cadlle Hill Avenue) (photo 4).64 During the 1920s smdler houses gppeared on other lots of the
edate In the sameperiod Church family hers razed the George Church octagon on South Stret
and gavethe steto the town for apark. Graded and seeded. Church Memorial Park was
acoepted by the town in 1924. Development in the district dowed considerably after 1910.
After World War | severd houses gppeared on lotsremaining on upper Cadtle Street, Cadlle
Street neax the depot, lower West Avenue, and lower Taconic Avenue.

Criterion B.

Important figuresin Greet Barrington history have been resdents of the Taconic and West
Avenues district from the mid-eighteenth century to the present. The Rev. Samud Hopkins
(1721-1803) (his housefoundation part of 15 Cadle Hill Avenue) (photo 3) began his ministry
a Great Barrington as the first settled minister called by the North Parish of Sheffield. He hed
dudied a Yaeand in Northampton with Jonathan Edwards Thetwo theologians shared a dtrict
Calvinist theology about which they both wrote influential tregetises. Hopkins arranged for
Edwards to move from Northampton to neighboring Stockbridge, and they exchanged frequent
visitsduring the 1750s  After moving to Newport, Rl in 1769 Hopkins becamewidely known
for histheological writings, which were still published and read in the mid-nineteenth century,
having been the first New England minister to condemn the institution of davery.

(continued)
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Generd Josgph Dwight (1703-1765) (390 Main Street) (photo 8) was a Hatfield native who hed
fought in the battle of Louisbourg. Well-connected with political and economic dites of the
Connecticut Valey and with the Willliams family of Berkshire by marriage, he moved to Great
Barrington in the later 1750s  Already a Hampshire County judge in the Court of Common
Feas, Dwight became a Berkshirejudge after the county organized in 1761 and actively sheped
town and county affairs. Hisson Col. Eliiah Dwight sucocesded him in the hoseand in town
affairs, acting as Clerk of Courts, Regiger of Probate, and amerchant, selling imported goods
from aroom in hishouse

Sephen Sibley (57, 77 Cadtle Stireet) came to Great Barrington in 1782 from Connecficut,
following his brother, aphysician, who married one of Rev. Samud Hopkins daughters. He st
up shop as abrazier and clockmaker, making tall eight-day clocks, and was d<0 active in town
affairs as aJudtice of the Peece. Hewas one of a pair of entrepreneurs that first hamessed the
waterpower of the Housatonic.

Dr. David Leavenworth ( -1831) (54 Cadtle Street) (photo 5) who buih his"Castl€" on land
formerly owned by Sibley, was a partner with his brother 1ssec in kegping the mogt important
gorein Great Barrington, buih by them on the comer of Castleand Main Strets. He also kept a
cider distillery off of what was later laid out as Cadtle Street. Originally from Waterbury, CT he
had studied medicine and been adate printer in Albany before coming to Great Barrington in
1805. Leavenworth was town representative to the Generd Court.

William Cullen Bryant (1794-1878), an early and notable American poet, was associated with
the district during the years he goent in Greast Barrington as ayoung lawyer. After George H.
Ives (426 Main Street) invited the Cummington native to be apartner in his law office, Bryant
cameto townin 1816. He st up his own office after two years of partnership, working in a
small office where St. James Episcopa Church (352 Main Sireet) dandstoday.Bryant dso
saved for severd yearsas Town Clerk. In 1821 he married FrancesFairchild inaparlor of the
Dwight House. Bryant and his wife goent their first year of marriage living with Ralph Taylor
and hiswife, adaughter of Generd Thomeas Ives a 426 Main Street. While in Great Barrington,
Bryant retumed to writing poetry, encouraged in his literary pursuits by the Sedgewicks of
Stockbridge, whom he visited. Finding law ill-suited to his interests, Bryant left in 1825 to
become a literary editor in New Y ork.

GeorgeH. lves (1789-1825) (426 Main Street) was a son of Generd Thomeas Ives, who followed
his father's profession inthe law and assumed the practice of hisfather's office after the elder's
desth. Hetook on apublic works project in the early 1810s improving the rocky and boggy
section of Main Street near his house. I1n 1829 he demolished an old tavem and its bams on

(continued)
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Main Street and built the Berkshire House (not extant), which was the town's most important
hotel for years. An important deveoper of the central busnessdistrict, he laid out Bridge River,
and Church Streets and divided the areainto lots.

Dr. CT. Collins (454 Main Strest) (photo 9) cameto Greet Barrington from New Y ork where he
had been afounding member of the New Y ork Academy of Medicine. Hewas an advoceate for
the founding of the national American Medical Association. The author of many articlesin
medica joumals, he had areputation beyond aloca ane as founder of the Collins Invalid Hotel,
or Collins House, a sanatorium and resort founded in 1854. At the sart of the Civil War, Dr.
Collins invited enlisted soldiers to dine a his house beforetheir departure. Hisson A. Chalkley
Collins, who later lived in the house, wes active in civic affairs, serving on many committees and
town boards and advocating better schools. The younger Collins was an officer of the Mahaiwe
National Bank. In 1832 Sarah Sheldon Collins organized the Thursday Morning Club, acivic
and charitable organization of town women.

As new houseswere built on South Strest in the 1850sand on newer dreets during following
decades many Great Barrington retailers and officers of town industries choseto live in the
district. Frederick T. Sanford (142 Cadle Street) cameto Great Barrington from Egremont to
open the JF. & F.T. Sanford Store a the heed of Railroad Street. Egbert Hollister (58 South
Street) (photo 11) was a Storekeeper and first presdent of the Greast Barrington Savings Bank,
organized in 1869. Hewas presdent of the Berkshire Railroad, a director of the Mahaiwe Bank,
and Town Treesurer throughout the Civil War. His son Edward Hollister maintained the family

'f busness and succesded him in the house, probably responsible for the new Queen Anne facade
C. 1890. Benjamin F.Durant (400 Main Street) ran the City Store after being associated with the
RusHls and Hollister ina gtore called Durant, Hallister, and Company. E.P. Woodworth (40
South Street) was a director of the Mahaiwe Bank, a sdectman and Sate legidator who ran a
clothing gore, a similar budgnessto one later carried on by his son-in-law and successor in the
house, Andrew L. Hubbell. Hubbell was dso adirector of the Mahaiwe Bank. J. Fred Whiting
(72 South Street) sucoeeded his father Frederick Whiting as the town's druggist. The town
historian and archaeologist Charles J. Taylor (426 Main Sirest) was a storekeegper, part of the
firm of Hollister and Taylor. He aso was treasurer of the Grest Barrington Savings Bank, a
sdectman, and representative to the Generd Court. Hisstudy, aretreast used while writing his
history,66 sands on arocky knoll besde hishouse

George Church (1806-1903), a Sdectman during the Civil War, was the father of alarge family,
including John H.C. Church. Theseresdents of South Street were among the most important
figuresin town industries. George Church, anative of Canaan, CT had experience iniron
smdting before arriving in Great Barrington to join the Richmond Iron Worksof Van
Deusenville. The company progpered during the Civil War supplying the government with

(continued)
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materia for cannonmaking. Church married Maria Bostwick of Van Deusenville in 1861, and
that year moved to South Street. He was one of the founders of Monument Mills in Housatonic
and was dso active in the Ramgpo Whed Foundry of Hillbum, NY and the Berkshire Glass Sand
Company of Cheshire, MA that supplied cut glass manufacturers in this country and Europe.
Church was locally active in politics and was an officer in the Mahaiwe Bank, the Berkshire
Railroad, the Stanley Instrument Company and the Great Barrington Savings Bank. JohnH.C.
Church studied architecture & M.I.T. after graduating from Greet Barrington High School.
Whether he desgned his Great Barrington resdencesis not known. After returning to town.
Church was assodiated with the Richmond Iron Works and became treasurer and generd
manager of Monument Mills.

Another important local family, the Russdls, camefrom Connecticut in the 1820s Brothers
John C. and Asa C. Rusl (54 Cadle Street)(photo 5) first worked for their uncle Alvenus Cone
in agenerd gore and later bought the sore. They were founders of the Berkshire Woolen
Company, which grew to be aleading woolen mill in Berkshire County, employing three
hundred. They dso founded Monument Mills, the town's most important busness, after buying
the defunct Housatonic Manufacturing Company. John C. Russdll was afounder and original
gockholder of the Mahaiwe National Bank. John's son Parley Russdll (1838-1916) begen work
in 1855 as aclerk a the Hollister and Taylor sore and briefly ran his own gore before becoming
involved in the textile industries of the town. After the Berkshire Woolen Company foundered

in the panic of the 1870s, Parley and his brother George reorganized the woolen mills, which
becamethe Everett Woolen Company. Hewas involved other local enterprises quch as
Monument Mills, the Stanley Instrument Company and many town organizations. Hisfirst wife
wes the daughter of John Lewis, whobuilt "Brightside”" (11 Wes Avenue) (photo 16), the house
where Russdl lived for the remainder of hislife. After he degth, he married Cdede Stanley
Gilbert, amember of the Stanley family.

A housekegper in the Russdll family was the mother of W.E.B. DuBois. one of the most
important intellectualsin the civil rights movement in America. Asayouth, DuBois was given
the freedom of the Russdl library a 11 West Avenue. Hisacademic performance a Great
Barrington schools and his concurrent work as a correspondent for New Y ork newspepers
reveded hisprodigal tdents. Later sudy a Fisk and Harvard universities launched himon a
public career as atheorist and leeder of African-Americans seeking civil justice. DuBoiswes a
founder of the Niagara Movement and the N.A.A.C.P.

Two newspapermen lived inthe district. In 1889 Harry Douglas (81 Taconic Avenue) founded a
Democratic paper. The Berkshire News, in partnership with hisbrother Malcolm. The Courier

(continued)
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bought out the paper in 1895. John E. Clarey (2 Brainard Avenue) took over the Courier in 1899
when he moved to Greet Barrington from |owa, becoming aforcefor better town govemment,
and taking an active role himself as treesurer, tax collector, and town clerk. He dso represented
the town inthe Generd Court.

Mary A. Mason (94 Wes Avenue), asummer resident from New Y ork, made great contributions
to Great Barrington as donor of the public library and as afounder and donor of Fairview
Hospital. She donated $50,000 to the town to erect the library (the present building on Main
Strest, built in 1912-13), known as the Mason Library in honor of her husband Henry Hobart
Mason. Inher will, Mary Mason provided for the founding of ahospital, giving asimilar um
and her two houses on West Avenue™ j*g hospital was initially opened in her former house
(4 Wes Avenue) with her other house serving as anurses dormitory. The present Fairview
Hospital was built on the hill overlooking West Avenue during the late 1920s

Another summer resdent assodiated briefly with the district was CharlesL. Freer (1 -1919) of
Detroit who lived for a short time inthe Log House (15 Berkshire Heights Road) of the former
Barrington Hotel while his own etate was under construction on the brow of the ridgein
southem Berkshire Heights. Freer donated an outstanding collection of Oriental art and the
Whistler Peecock Room to the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, C.C., where itis
separady housed s the Frear Collection.

Criterion C.

The buildings of the Taconic and West Avenues digtrict, many of which were highly fashionable
a the time of their construction, document the evolution of architectura style in south Berkshire
from the mid-eighteenth century to 193068 High style and often distinctive examples of
Georgian, Federd, Gothic Reviva and Itdianate buildings dong with vemacular and smpler
houses in these yles are avauable tetament to early Great Barrington's place in Berkshire
architectural history. Inthe late nineteenth century local builders madetheir own syntheses of
Shingle, Queen Anne and Colonial Reviva styles, producing houses generousin Sze and richin
architectural ornament. The use of local done, particularly white marble and rough-faced blue
dolomite, gives to foundations, Seps, porch floors, and walls, adistinctive character particular to
this locale. With little neighborhood intrusion and few aterations made to origina designs, the
buildings and their setting with its elevation and view convey the senseof the "country housg' 0
eseamed in turn-of-the-century decadesamong urbanites and town resdents alike.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Great Barrington are poorly understood, any surviving
dStes could be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacan contribute information for agreater
understanding of Native American sattlement and subssence and settlement pattemsinthe
uplands of westem Massachusatts Prehigtoric Stesin this areacan improve our knowledge of
Native people dong the Housatonic River drainage and their relationships with other Native
socio/political groups to the south in the Connecticut area, to the west towards the Hudson River
drainage in New York or eesward to the Connecticut River locale. Prehigtoric dtesinthisarea
may a0 be important inthe sudy of Native American exchange sysdems and the role they
played inthe goreed of technologies, idessand material goods between the aress noted above a5
well as eastern and southern coadtd locdes. Documented prehistoric Stesinthe district have
demondrated the potentia ability to sudy the topics noted above from the Middle Archaic
through Woodland Periods. A known gSte in the district and documentary sources have aso
indicated the potentia for Native American studies during the Contact Period.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed
information on the socid, cultural and economic characteristics which typified a rural
agricultural settlement inthe 18th-century and its growth during the 19th-century into athriving
South Berkshire center for manufacturing and commerce and fashionable, built- up suburb and
summer house community by the early 20th-century. Additional documentary research
combined with archaeological survey and excavation can document 1 S'h-century components of
the district, many of which are locationally unknown both in the literature and physically in the
district. Among the many residentid, ingtitutional, commercia and industrid smctures known
to have exiged inthe district during the 18th-century, only three wood frame residences
currently survive. Among those three structures, only one, the Steven Sibley Shop a 57 Cadtle
Stret survives a it's original location. Archaeologica reseerch can help recondtruct the 18th-
century layout of the district including its earliest settlement which may include early settlement
by the Dutch. Archaeological testing can dso document the location and form of the town's
1761 Courthouse and Great Barrington Jail, both of which may be located inthe district. This
information can help document the role these facilities played inthe loca and possibly regional
court and pend sysem. Archaeologica research can d <0 hdp to better underdand agpects of
the digtricts 18th-century economy which a first was characterized by agricultural interests but
which through time, sarvice occupations, industry and manufacturing became increasingly
important. Detailed andyds of the contents in occupationd related features and structural
remains from resdences and outbuildings can document the extent to which the digtricts early
economy was salf sufficient and, exactly what self sufficiency impliesfor individual families and
the digtrict or village as awhole. Analysisof archaeologicd features and gtructures can dso
provide information on the technologies employed in various trades and industriesincluding

(continued)
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blacksmithing, saddle making, baking, tanning, agriculture and potash manufacture.
Archaeologica research can d<0 help document the role Greet Barrington and the district played
during the American Revolution by contributing information on the role of the depositories for
commissary doreslocated inthe district. Archaeological information may d<o be present in the
district which helps better underdand the overall condition of British troops during their march
to Bogton after Burgoyne's 1777 defeat. Detailed andyds of the camp layout and occupational

rdated features can provide details on generd military life and operating procedures for the
British Military.

(end)
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ENDNOTES

1. Of these 172 contributing historic buildings, 22 are sizable outbuildings; carriage houses an ice house,
bams or garagesthat are architecturally significant. Inaddition there are three contributing structures,
one object, and one dte (alandscape). A total of 159 properties are included inthe digtrict.

426 Main Strest and 33 South Street

95 and 111 Wes Avenue

454 Main Street

80 Maple Avenue and 46 Cadle Stret

14 Hollenbeck Avenue

80 Taconic Avenue. A detached piece of the Brainard house gppears to survive, however, a 15 Osk

Stredt.

8. The Parley RussHl House now dandsa 11 Wes Avenue, adjacent to condominiums at 15 West
Avenue built on the hosgs historic ot.

9. 43 Cadle Strest

10. Thexeinclude 55, 57, 77, and 83 Cedlle Strest

11. 352 and 454 Main Street

12. 342 Main Strest and 89 Taconic Avenue. The housssa 3 Berkshire Heights Road and 30 West
Avenue, builders unknown, have smilar gonework. The Sarah parsons House a 2 Berkshire Heights
Road, possibly the work of A.H. Decker, dso has arough-faced sonefirst floor.

13. 352 Main Strest

14. Another eighteenth century building isthe rear portion of the Stephen Sibley Shop, 57 Cadlle Street to

which a Greek Reviva front was added. A hump in the ridgeline may indicate thejunction with the
older building.

15. The house of this famous minister was moved about the timethe railroad was buih (1842) to become a
hotel in the busness district neer the tracks and older depot. Itisstill present, in dtered form, as the
upper two floors of the building a 87 Railroad Street.

16. The present carillon is composad of five bells cast in London, given by the Ssed family of Great
Barrington, and 49 Flemish bells, given by Frederick Beinecke and William Mills Sperry.

17. Imeges of this house are found on the 1834 Birdseye View of Great Barrington and on postcards from
the early 20* century after the house had been converted to ahotdl. Gary Leveille Collection.

18. Documented on Senbom fire insurance maps

19. Thishouse is shown on the 1834 Birdseye View with the same two story front bay and generd plan,
minus the present west addition.

20. Pogcad collection, Gary Leveille.

21. Mundry and Edward Evansboth resded themsdvesin the impressve row of Quean Anne houses on
Taconic Avenue: Mundry & 106 Taconic Avenue and Evans a 89 Taconic.

22. Another detail found in other Evans housesis ashingled, curved bracket.

23. Emily Albertine Ryder sold "atrect of land" to Decker in 1902. He sold itin 1903 to Sarah parsons
No buildingswere mentioned on ether deed, but ahousewas ganding there by the time the 1904
Atlaswas made. Registry of Desds book 180, pp. 470-1, and book 190, p. 166.

No ook
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24. MaulLesdii, 480

25. Podcad collection, Gary Leveille

26. Not located inthis district

27. Unfortunately her name has not been discovered

28. Se= note 14 above

29. The Allen housewas moved in the early 19 century to make room for a gone house with four two-
gory front columns. The latter was demolished when the Berkshire Inn was built in 1895. The Allen
house sood for many years neer the railroad tracks on the back of a nearby lot, and was moved out of
town early inthis century.

30. Taylor, 104

31. Josgph Sheldon, builder of the house, owned the land on which South street was developed in the

1850s, then owned by George Pierce. Moses King was a subssquent owner of the Sheldon house.
Taylor, 105

32. About 1750, Capt. Stephen Gunn buih ahouse on the ste of the present Ives-Tavlor House. Taylor,
159. Another 18 century house sood on the site of the Collins House built by Dr. Josgph Leg a
physician who settled intown in 1761. The Dr. William Whiting House (141 Weg Avenue) good a
thistime on the more densdy built part of Main Street.

33. The Gunn family house on the dte of the Ives-Tavlor House was used for Sores gathered by
commissary Mases Hopkins, ason of minister Samud Hopkins. Taylor, 262

34. AnEpiscopa parsonage good on thisste inthe 18¢ century. The first gambre-roofed parsonege
Which gtood to the front of the present nineteenth century parsonage, was bought by Dr. Samud Lee
and usad as the house of the prisonkeeper from 1766 to 1790. The jail was buih of heavy squered
hewn timbers, and was connected to the house by a passsgeway. Taylor, 284

35. Taylor, 145

36. Thisgrove gopears to have been the gand of oak treesto which nineteenth century residents resorted
for pleasure outings and 4* of July picnics, and where the Brainard housewas built in the 1880s

37. The low place near the intersection of South Street.

38. An "agh bridge' for pedestrians crossed abrook that ran where St. James Place wes later laid out.
Taylor, 291

39. George lves was agrandson of Gen. Joseph Dwight. Hisfather Gen. Thomeas Ives lived on Main
Street inthe Allen house next to the Dwight house

40. The AsaC. Russl housewas a gop on the underground railway before the Civil War. A rear barn
was connected by atunnel to a degp ravine, well-concedled beneeth the house. Evidences of the
tunnel are said to remain in the ravine, though the barn is no longer sanding.

41. George E. RusHl lived for many yearsin ahose on Cadle that was taken down when the new railroad
depot of 1901 wes buih. Hisnew house, buih ayear before his degth, isthe one on Barrington Place

42. George Church originaly cameto town bringing iron smelting experience from Connecticut; he was
assodiated with the Richmond Iron Works of VanDeusenville

43. Hisother busnessinterests were the Great Barrington Savings Bank, Richmond iron Works, National
Mahaiwe Bank, and the Stanley Ingmment Company

44. For aplan of Ferce lots, se Registry of Deads Book 91, p. 330

45. The Church housewas demolished a family request in 1924 after the eder Churches had died. They
gavethe lot to the town to become Church Memorial Park
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46. Mad_emy 39

47. Ore of the buildingstaken downfor the church was a gambre-roofed former law office where
William Cullen Bryant had practiced, which had been usad as a school building for the Misses Kellogg
for their Rose Cottage Seminary

48. Registry of Deads Book 134, p. 1 and Book 129, p. 385

49. For alist of lots he acquired, sse Regidry of Deeds, Book 171, p.484. Sdlers included Robbms
("Robbins Grove"), Hollenbeck, Lewis, and Parley Russdl, For adrawing of the house, sse the 1834
Birdseye View.

50. MacLean, 543

51. Theterm Berkshire Heights may have been Brainard's for the devdopment he anticipated. Theterm is
found in Bryan's Book of Berkshire. 1886, in the 1894 Town Report, and inthe 1904 Atlaspublished
ty Bryan

52. Clark Bryan, publisher of The Book of Berkshire, which came out innew editions several times during
the 1880sand 1890s, appealed to an urban elite to buy country homes. Like a social register, thebook
listed families and names, describing views and promoting new real estate development. Until the
early 1880s, Bryan was also publisher of The Berlishire Courier.

53. Manager of the Riverdae Mills was John P. Pormeray (site of house, 80 Taconic Avenue). Active as
officers inWilliam Stanley, Jr.'s Sanley Ingmment Compeny were John S Fuller (1434 Cadlle
Street), J.H.C Church (33. 58 South Street and 95 West Avenue). Frederick Darlington (160 Cadle
Sfreet), John L. Dodge (200 Cadle Street) and Parley A. RussHll (11 West Avenue)

54. Sdectmen's Report, Town Report of 1901

55. See plan in Registry of Deads, Book 170, p. 132

56. Regigry of Deads, Book 153, p.478; and Book 167, p. 208

57. Regigry of Deads Book 174, p. 42

58. Thisnote was found inadead for the Pringle House. 40 West Avenue

59. JH.C. Church's South Stret houseswere oneshe acquired by bequest from the Hollister family (58
South Street), and one, d 0 called "Bonny Bank” (33 South Street), that he built ¢. 1896 after buying
land from Charles Taylor

60. Thislandscaping gppears to have been logt as trees and bmsh have grown

61. Regigry of Deads Mgp Book 1, p. 23

62. In recent decedes after the hotel was razed, the Dwight House was moved again to gand closer to
Main Street, aposition doser to itsorigina one A motd and commercia smctures, excluded from
the historic district, now stand on the hotdl lot

63. Podcardsof the hotel show that the Gothic cherecter of the original building had been downplayed
with awhite paint job, extensve double verandahsaong arear ell, and Queen Anne porch supports.
Gary Leveille postcard collection. The hotd was demolished in the 1960s are replaced by the present
condominiums

64. The McArty house, as daborate as many standing in the heart of the new dite development, islocated
dose to the traditiona Irish part of Cadle Hill. New tum-of-the-century houses owned by people with
Irish-Americana surmames were aso located some distance from Cadlle Hill Avenue, Cadlle Laneand
the tracks, where earlier generations of Irish had lived in aghetto of vernacular houses

65. The office was usad after his departure by the Kellogg sgtersfor their school the Rose Cottage
Seminary
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66. Hidory of Gregt Barrington. 1882

67. Oreof these houses wes razed when the presant driverto the iiospitnl bervoen & and 9 Wet Avenue
was condmcted.

68. Se Sadion 7 ebove for adiscussion of builaings ad fedtizres thet ae locdly diginctive



NPS Forni 10-900-a OMa AppmtiNo. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Taconic and West Avenues Historic District
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), MA

Section number Page

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Maps and Atlases (arranged chronologically):

Pan of Great Barrington. (tate series, microfilm) 1794

Pan of Greet Barrington. (Sate series microfilm) 1830

Map of the Town of Great Barrington. Philaddphia Richard Clark, 184

Walling, Henry F. Map of Berkshire Countv, Massachusetts. Boston: Smith, Gallup
Co., 1858

Walling, H.F. and O.W. Gray. Official Topographicd Atlas of Massachusetts. Boston:
Stedmen, Brown & Lyon, 1871

Beas, F.W. Countv Atlas of Berkshire. Massachusatts New York: R.T. White, 1876

Birdseye Vieew of Great Barrington. 1834

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Great Barrington. 1889, 1898, 1903, 1912, 1923, 1939.

Atlas of Berkshire Countv. Massachusetts. Pittsfield: Bames& Farnham, 1904.

Tighe and Bond. Town Sawers Suppliment to Facility Plan. Greet Barrington. 1978

Other Sources.

Bryan, Clark W. The Book of Berkshire. Great Barrington: Clark W. Bryan & Co.,
1886

Child, Hamilton. Garetteer of Berkshire Countv. Massachusetts Syracuse, N.Y .
TheJournal, 1885

Cooke, Rallin Hillyer, ed. Historic Homesand Ingtitutions and Genedogicd and
Persona Memoirs of Berkshire Countv. Massachusatts New Y ork: Lewis
Publishing Co., 1906

Greet Barrington Directory. New Haven, CT: Price & Lee Co., 1894-95

Grest Barrington. Massachuseits Bicentennia, 1761-1961.

Leveille, Gay. Pogtcard collection.

MacLean, George Edwin. History of Great Barrington. Extension. 1882-1922. (with
annotated reprint of C.J. Taylor, Historv of Great Barrington, 1882). Greet
Barrington: The Berkshire Courier, 1928

South Berkshire Country Regisry of Deeds.

South Berkshire Directory. Great Barrington and Beverly, MA: Crowley & Lunt, 1907

Taylor, ChalesJ Higtory of Great Barrington. Gregt Barrington: Clark W. Bryan and
Co., 1882

Town Reports. Great Barrington, Massachusdtts. (1891- )

Vital Records of Great Barrington. Boston: New England Historic Genedlogical Society,
1904

(end)



Taconic and West Avenues HD Berkshire, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 117.44 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 634320 4672600 3. 18 635040 4672260
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 634930 4672450 4. 18 635000 4671900
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle Margaret Hepier, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberq, NR Director. MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  April 1998
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .Zipcode (02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple owners
street & number , telephone.

city or town state zip code_

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papera/ork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.

1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMS AppmtiNo. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Teooric and West AverLes Historic District
Gregt Barington (Bekshire Co), MA

Section number 11— Page — L

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References (continued)

5 18 634700 4671480
6 18 634490 4672290

Verba Boundarv Description
Indicated on accompanying assessor's mgps
Boundarv iustification

The Taconic and West Avenues digtrict is distinguished from surrounding neighborhoods
by its concentration of large, historic, mostly wood-frame tum-of-the-century houses.
The brick blocks of the commercid district and Town Hall lie over the tracks to the
northeast, while north of the district dong the railroad tracks and on the eastem part of
Cadle Hill, houses tend to be samdler and vemacular in character, though there are widely
cattered turn-of-the-century examples. Farther west on Cadlle Hill, houses tend to be of
more recent date and smdler in scdethat district houses A number of new houses have
been built in woods dong the westem ridge, and Fairview Hospita dominates the setting
of upper Lewis Avenue. To the south and southeedt adjacent aress differ fromthe
Taconic and West Avenues district; commercid development dong Maple Avenue, and a
more densdly built historic neighborhood on flat land south of Maple Avenue, a
neighborhood with smdler concentration of tum-of-the-century buildings, both contrast
with the district. Eadt of the digtrict, the large Sone Hopkins-Searles chateau ("Searles
Cadtle)" NR 1982) sandds on expandve grounds behind an imposing sonewall. Though
built in the 1880s, its scde, gone constmction, and sdlf-imposed isolation on park-like
grounds separateit fromthe district. On the west 9de of Main Street south of S James
Face another cluster of non-historic commercid buildingsis distinctly separate,
contiguous with three smdl buildingsof recent date across the tracks on lower Taconic
Avenue, because of their different age and character, these areas have dso been excluded
from the digtrict.

(end)
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Phototgrapher: Margaret Hepier

Photos 1-17 (8 X 10), taken January, 1998

Photos 18- (3X5), taken November, 1997 and January, 1998~
Negatives: with Great Barrington Historical Commission

57, 11, 21, 29 Benton Avenue (NE from Benton and Taconic Aves. Intersection)

2 Berkshire Heights Road, (looking W)

15 Cadle Hill Avenue (looking NW)

34 Cadlle Hill Avenue (looking SE)

4 Cadle Strest (looking NW)

39 Hollenbeck Avenue (looking SW)

352, 342 Main Street (looking W)

390 Main Strest (looking W)

454 Main Street (looking SW)

10 11, 39, 49, 57, 65, 73 South Street (looking SE from West Street)

11.58 South Street (looking N W)

12. 73 South Street (looking SW)

13. 56 Taconic Avenue (looking NW)

14. 67, 75, 81 and 89 Taconic Avenue (looking SW from Benton and Taconic Aves.
Intersection)

15. 89 Taconic Avenue (looking S)

16. 11 Wes Avenue (looking N from privateright of way off West Avenue)

17. 12 Wes Avenue (looking NW from West Avenue)

NP WD

18. 1, 7 Barrington Place

19. 17, 15 Barrington Place*
20. 7, 15 Barrington Face
21. 23 Barrington Place

22. 28, 12 Barrington Place
23. 28 Barrington Place*

24. 3 Benton Avenue*

25. 57, 11 Benton Avenue
26. 12 Benton Avenue

27. 18 Benton Avenue
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28.
29.
30.
31
. 2 Berkshire Heights Roed
. 3 Berkshire Heights Roed

SHEEBL

37.
39.

41.
. 21, 25 Brainard Avenue

. 5, 9 Bryant Court

. 5 Cadle Hill Avenue

. 5 Cadlle Hill Avenue

. 10 Cadtle Hill Avenue, 72 Cadtle Strest*
. 16 Cadtle Hill Avenue*

. 22 Cadtle Hill Avenue*

. 15 Cadtle Hill Avenue

. 15 Cadle Hill Avenue

. 17 Cadlle Hill Avenue*

. 29 Cadle Hill Avenue*

. 34 Cadtle Hill Avenue*

. 39,41, 43 Cadle Strest

ENEHRED

55

18 Benton Avenue
24 Benton Avenue
11, 21, 29 Benton Avenue*
32 Benton Avenue

3 Berkshire Heights Road

15 Berkshire Heights Road*

2 Brainard Avenue

6 Brainard Avenue*

10 Brainard Avenue*

7, 15 Brainard Avenue

17, 21, 25 Brainard Avenue; 56, 59 Taconic Avenue*
17,21 Brainard Avenue

43 Cadle Stret

56-58. 46 Cadlle Stret
59-60. Railroad underpass. Cadtle Street

61.

BASKRIR

51 Cadle Strest
54 Cadle Strest
5 Cadle Strest
57 Cadle Strest
57, 71 Cadle Stret
72, 64 Cadle Strest
69,71 Cadle Stret
77 Cadtle Srest

(continued)
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69.

83 Cadtle Strest, 3 Benton Avenue

70-71. 86 Cadle Stret
72.-73. 97 Cadle Stret

74.
75.
76.
77.
78

120 Cadtle Strest
129 Cadle Strest
13?2 Cadle Strest
133 Cadtle Sret
14?2 Cadle Strest

79-80. 143 Cedlle Strest

81

SHRREB

87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
9.

95.

9%.
97.
98.

9

155 Cadtle Sret

160 Cadtle Strest

169 Cadle Strest

173 Cadtle Sret

177, 181 Cadle Strest

185 Cadtle Stret

193 Cadtle Sret

200 Cadtle Street, gatepodts on Lake Avenue*
200 Cadtle Stredt, ice house, carriage houses*
1 Cypress Stret

15 Hollenbeck Avenue

20 Hollenbeck Avenue

20 Hollenbeck Avenue, carriage house

27 Hollenbeck Avenue

32 Hollenbeck Avenue

39 Hollenbeck Avenue

51 Hollenbeck Avenue

1 Lewis Avenue

12 Lewis Avenue

100. 19 LewisAvenue

101. 352, 342 Main Street, &. James Church and Rectory

102-103. &. James Church, rectory

104. 352 Main Street, S. James Church parish hall

105.390 Main Street
106.392 Main Street

107. 400 Main Street*
108.406, 400 Main Street

109. 426 Main Stret
110. 426 Main Street

(continued)
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. 426 Main Street, Taylor Study*
454 Main Street

113.454 Main Street*

114.
115,
116.
117.

BERNBRRRNRBEER

BRER

134.
135
136.
137.

454 Main Street

40 Maple Avenue
80 Maple Avenue
80 Maple Avenue*
100 Maple Avenue
8 Oak Street

9 Oak Street

10 Oak Street

11 Oak Street*

12 Oak Street

14 Oak Street

15 Oak Street*

15 Oak Street

16 Oak Street
22,20 Oak Street
St. James Place Railroad Overpass
10 South Street

11 South Street

16 South Street

. South Street, Church park

South Street, Church park

. 33 South Street

39 South Street
40 South Street

138.48 South Street*

139,
140.
141
142

49 South Street

57 South Street

. 72, 58,48 South Street
. 58, 48 South Street

143. 58 South Street
144. 65 South Street

145. South Street, south side; 65, 73 South Street
146. South Street, south side; 65, 73 South Street*
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147-148. 72 South Strest
149. 73 South Strest
150. 2, 26 Taconic Avnue
151.45 Taconic Avenue
152-153 Taconic Avenue
154. 59 Taconic Avenue
155. 67 Taconic Avenue
156. 75 Taconic Avenue
157. 67, 75, 81, 89 Taconic Avenue
158-160. 81 Taconic Avenue
161. 75, 81, 89, 97 Taconic Avenue*
162. 89 Taconic Avenue
163. 89, 97 Taconic Avenue
164. 97 Taconic Avenue
165. 1065 Taconic Avenue
166. 75, 81, 89, 97 Taconic Avenue*
167. 115 Taconic Avenue
168. 128 Taconic Avenue
169. 140, 128 Taconic Avenue
170. 136 Taconic Avenue*
171. 143 Taconic Avenue
172. 143 Taconic Avenue
173. 156, 142 Taconic Avenue
174. 162 Taconic Avenue
175. 168 Taconic Avenue
176. 170 Taconic Avenue
177-180. 11 West Avenue*
181.81 Taconic Avenue, 11 West Avenueg*
182. 12 Wes Avenue
183. 12 Wes Avenue*
184. 30 Wes Avenue
(continued)
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Section number photo  page

185. 30 West Avenue
186.40 West Avenue

187. 48 Wes Avenue

188 56 West Avenue

189, 82 West Avenue

190. A4 West Avenue

191. A4 Wes Avenue

192 95 West Avenue*

16 | | | Wes Avenue

1A, 113 West Avenue
194-195. 116 West Avenue
116 West Avenue, Carriage House
126 West Avenue

127 West Avenue

135 West Avenue

136, 130 West Avenue
201. 130 West Avenue

140 West Avenue

141 West Avenue*

146 West Avenue*

SBRER

RER

(end)






Address

| Barrington Flace

7 Barrington Hace

12 Barrington Place

15 Barrington Place

23 Barrington Hace

28 Barrington Hace

3 Benton Ave.

57 Benton Ave. (photo 1)
[l Benton Ave.

(photo 1)

12 Benton Ave.

18 Benton Ave.
21 Benton Ave. (photo 1)

24 Benton Ave.

29 Benton Ave.  (photo 1)

M ap#

14

Assesor's
Map/L ot
18/80
18/91
1830
18/92
18/
18/31
1911
1912
1924

19/9,10

1923
19/25,26
1930

1935

Taconic and West Avenues Higtoric District
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

MHC#

372

373

374

375

376

377

352

359

361

Disrict Data Shest

Historic Name

Marcus Bames House
George E. RussHll House

(b: A.H. Decker)

Gorton H. RaceHouse
(b: A.H. Decker)

H. Wright Crippen House
(b: A.H. Decker)

Gilbert H. Cook House |
Gilbert H. Cook House I
Joseph W. Curtiss House
Frank W. Wheder House
Cariage House
Clarence R. Sabin House
William C. Hinman House
Nathan Comstock House

(b: A.H. Decker)
William D. Ingersoll House

Page 1 of 12

Date

c. 1907

c. 196

c. 1901

c. 1901

c. 1901

c. 1900

c. 1900

c. 1898

c. 1898
c. 1898

c. 1901

c. 1898

c. 1838

Syle

Quean Anne
Quean Anne
Quean Anne
foursquare
Quen Anne
Quen Anne
Shinde
Quan Anne
Quemn Anne

foursquare

Quean Anne

Shingle/QA
Quen Anne

Quean Anne
Quean Anne
Quean Anne

Quem Anne

Type

Satus



Disrict Data Shest
Taconic and West Avenues Historic Didtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# Assesor's MHC#  Higoric Name Date Style Type Status
Map/L ot
32 Baiton Ave. 15 1934 284 Edward P. Durant House c.1900 Quemn Anne B C
2 Berkshire Heights Rd. (photo 2) 16 1824 120 Sarah ParsonsHouse (b: A.H. Decker?) 1903-04 Shingle B e
3 Berkshire Heights Rd. 17 18/26 378 William E. Tefft, . House c. 18% Shinge B C
15 Berkshire Heights Rd. 18 18/96 379 Log House of Barrington Hotel C. 1901 Craftaman B C
2 Brainard Ave. 19 1864 337 John E. Clarey House c. 1902 2"\ Ren.Reviv. B C
Vemacular
6 Brainard Ave. 20 18/65 338 c. 1900 Colonia Reviv. B C
7 Brainard Ave. 21 191 330 Henry W. Burgett House c. 1901 Quem Anne B C
Carriage House B C
10 Brainard Ave. 22 18/68 339 Reuben S Allen House c. 1915 Craftaman B C
15 Brainard Ave. 23 1921 357 L.L. Gorham House (b: A.H. Decker?) c. 1901 QuenAnne B C
Cariage House B C
17 Brainard Ave. 24 1922 358 c. 1900 SingleQA B C
21 Brainard Ave. 25 1929 363 John McFarland House c. 1901 Quen Anne B C
25 Brainard Ave. 26 19/31 365 Harry F. Jodin House c. 195 English Reviv. B C
5 Bryant Court 27 19/% ™ c.1890 Quem Anne B C
9 Bryant Court 28 194 ™ c.1890 Quem Anne B C
5 Cadlle Hill Ave. 29 13/151 112 GroveHill Seminary c. 1850 GothicReviva B C
Cariage House Gothic Revival B C
10 Cadle Hill Ave. 0 13/166 380 William J. Hickey House c. 195 Colonid Reviv. B
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Address

15 Cedle Hill Ave. (photo 3)
16 Cagle Hill Ave.
17 Cadle Hill Ave.
22 CedleHill Ave.
29 CadleHill Ave.
34 CadleHill Ave. (photo 4)
39Cadlle S.

41 Cedle 3.

43 Cadlle L.

46 Cedle St

51 Castle S.
A Cadle &. (photo5)
5 Cadle S
57 Cadle S
64 Cadlle S

69 Cadle S

Map #

40
41

41

47

ASes0r's
Map/L ot

13150
13165
13149
13164
13/148
13161
1937
19/28
19/1819

19/52b

1917
13/169

198

13168

1913

Taconicand West AvenuesHigtoric Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

MHCH#

District Data Shest

Historic Name

Cadle Hill Farm, Whiting-Hollenbeck H.

Raph W. Pope House

ChalesA. Bidwell House
O=sca T. Sledman House
John McCarty House
CariageHouse

William T. Gorham House
Henry C. O'Neil House
Michad Connors House
Bam

Great Barrington Depot
Pededrian Underpass

Leavenworth-Russdll House

Lonson Burghardt House

Sephen Sibley Shop

Caolyn P. Griswold House

Page 3 of 12

Date Style Type
c1840 Grek Revivd B
c.1925 Colonid Reviv. B
c.1920 Colonid Reviv. B
c.1925 Colonid Reviv. B
c1892 Stck B
cl1901 QuemAnned B
c.1901 Colonid Reviv. B
c1928 Colonid Reviv. B
c.1930 Craftaman B
¢c1898 Quen Anne B
¢1898 Quen Anne B

101 Craftsman B
c.1901 ST
1898 Quen Anne B

182 Fedead B
c1825 Sde-Gabled B
c1790 Gresk Reviv. B

remodded

c.1925 Colonid Reviv. B

Ccl1912

Front-Gabled

Status

O

(] (] (@} o o (] OO0 (] OO0 O (] (]



Digrict Data Sheet
Taconic and Wes AvenuesHigtoric Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# Assesor's MHC#  Higoric Name Date Syle Type Status
Map/L ot
71 Caedle S m 196 109 LewisL. Gorham House cl1845 Grek Revivd B C
72 Cadle S 49 13167 348 c1925 Colonia Revival B C
77 Cadle S 50 19/5a 110 Sephen Shley House cl1785 Fedead B C
"The Pumpkin Housg'
8 Cadle . 51 194 351 George Cook House c.1830 Stick B G
86 Cadle S. 52 13/152 11 Martha E. Allen House €.1855 Victorian Eclectic B C
Grove Hill Seminary
97 Cadle . 53 1923 371 P.T. Larkin House C1897 Quemn Anne B C
120 Cadle S 4 13/135 346 Elihu Williams House C1888 Itdianate B C
Carriage House c18/0 GothicRevivd B C
129 Cadle S 55 18/63 336 Dr. John G. Adam House c.1928 Colonid Revivd B C
1P Cadle S 56 13/134 345 Nathanie H. Anderson House c.1868 Sdegadled B C
Itdianate vemacular
1B Cadle S. 57 18/62 335 Byron A. Allen House c.1930 Craftsman B C
142 Cadle S. $3 13127 344  Frederick T. Sanford House c1880 Shingle B C
143 Cadle S. 59 18/59,61 118  John S Fuller House C1906 Neodassicad B C
155 Cadle K. 60 18/58 119 Dr. Whitmell P. Smdl House c.1892 QuemnAnne B C
(b: BEvans Brothers)
Bam-garege c1920 B €
Cadle . 13/125a 343 . . Ci18%3 Quen A
160 et 6l Jogphine S Darlington House ne B ¢
169 Cadle . 62 18/57 333 C1910 Craftsman B C
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Digrict Data Sheet
Taconic and Wes Avenues Higtoric Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# Assesor's MHC#  Higoric Name Date Syle Type Status
Map/L ot
173 Cadlle S. 63 1856 332  May Kieman House 190304 ShingedQA B c
177 Cadlle K. 64 18/55 331 Howard J. Hawkins House C1919 Craftsmen B C
181 Cadle S 65 18/54 330 c1919 Craftsaman B C
185 Cadle S 66 1853 329 Frederick Wolcott House Cl94 QuenAnne B C
193 Cadlle S 67 18/52 328 c1905 ShingleQA B C
200 Cedlle . 13/116 342 Carriage House of "Hillcrest”, 18%6 Shingle B C
Dodge-Paters House
loehouse C18% Shingle B C
925 C189% O
Gate Pods, off Lake Ave. C
1 es S 69 18/40 320 c1905 shinge B
O (b: A.H. Decker) " C
14 Hollenbeck Ave. 70 13141 347 Cl190 Raxh B NC
15 Hollenbeck Ave. 71 13133 387  CurtisW. Badwin House Cil84 QuenAmne B C
20 Hollenbeck Ave. 72 13/140 388  Sedey-McComb House c1880 Colonid Reviv. B C
Remodded ¢ 1900
Carriage House €.1880 C
QuemAnne B
Hollenbeck Ave. 73 13/140a 389 c.1950 NC
Ranch B
27 Hollenbeck Ave. 74 13132 390  JohnC. Wheder House c1892 C
Shingle B
32 Hollenbeck Ave. 75 13/139 301 Jahn C. Benton House C18%9 C

Quemn Anne B
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District Data Shegt
Taconic and West Avenues Historic District
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# Asssr's MHC# Higoric Name Date Syle Type Satus
Map/L ot
39 Hollenbeck Ave. (photo 6) 76 13130 392 Albert E. Whitwell House 1893 Queen Anne B C
51 Hollenbeck Ave. 7 13128 333 Judge Justin Dewey House €1893 Quemn Anne B C
11 Lewis Ave. 78 18115 314 Carriage House of 30 Wegt Ave. c1898 ShingledQA B C
12 Lewis Ave. 79 18/76 313 Judge Wadter B. Sanford House C1913 Craftanan B C
Gaage ¢1920 B C
19 Lewis Ave. 80 18114 3%  J Whiting House c1900 Shingle B C
342 Main &. (photo 7) a1 1992a 124 S James Rectory |l (b: Evans Bros)) 1895 Quen Anne B C
352 Main &. (photo 7) 82 19/92 123 <. James Episcopa Church 185758 GothicRevivdl B C
(a J Washburn)
Parish House 1912 Tudor Revivd B C
(a2 J McA. Vance)
Gaage cl1912 Tudor Revivd B C
390 Main . (NR) 8 19/93b 12 Gen. Josgph Dwight House 1759-60 Georgian B NR
(photo 8) (b: Danie Allen)
392 Main . &4 19/9%6 103 Theodore & Addade French House  ¢.1850/1912 Neodesscd B C
Carriage House B c
400 Main &. 85 19/97 102 Durant House (b: John R. Chatfield) C180 GothicRevivd B C
(rear house) c1920? B NC
406 Main &. 86 19100 101 George Pierce House (b: JR. Chatfield) ¢1850 Grek Revivd B C
426 Main . 87 22/1 91 Ives-Taylor House 1815 Fedad B C
92  Chales Taylor Study Ci1875 Victorian Eclect.B C
926  retaining wall 1811 ST C
(rear house) c1970 Col.Rev.ranch B NC
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Digtrict Data Shedt
Taconic and West Avenues Historic District
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# AssEesor's MHC# Historic Name Date Style Type Satus
Map/L ot
454 Main &. (photo 9) 88 22/3 0 Collins Houss, "Indianol &’ 1851 Gothic Revivdl B C
40 Megple Avenue 89 22/6 2 Manager's house of Callins sanatorium ¢.1850 front-gabled B C
80 Maple Avenue 90 22/4141a,c 33 Coallins Inveids Hotel 1854 Grek Revivd B C
100 Magple Avenue 91 21/28 205 Bacon-Cone House c1840 Grek Revivd B C
Cariage House c1890 Quen Anne B C
80k . 92 18/42 322 EJAdams House c1904 Colonid Reviv. B C
90k . 3 18/60 334 C192%6 Craftsman B C
10 Ok S 94 18/44.45 323 A. Parshley Adams House c1912 Colonid Reviv. B C
1 Ok <. 95 18/6% 341 Oakwood Hotel employee cottage C1915 Craftaman B C
12 Ok <. 9% 18/41 321  Hariet Kilboume House c1898 Colonia Reviv. B C
Foursquare
14 Oek . 97 18/3433,36 317 Clarencel. Sweat House (b: FP.Spath?) ¢. 1900  Colonia Reviv. B C
Foursquare
garage c.1910 C
15 Ok S 98 18/6% 340  Branard servant's house C1883 Sick Syle B C
moved ¢.1900
16 Ok S 9 18/35 316 John Harper House (b: F.P. Spath) c1901 QuenAnne B C
200k . 100 18/84 311 George C. Wood House cl1898 QueenAnne B C
20k . 101 18/78a,79,81-3,86 312 c1900 QueenAnne B C
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Address

Sant James Place
10 South S.
11 South &.  (photo 10)
16 South S.

South S
B South . (photo 10)
39 South . (photo 10)
40 South S.
48 South S.
49 South &. (phato 10)
57 South &. (photo 10)

58 South . (photo 11)

65 South S (photo 10)

72 South .

73 South S (photo 10, 12)

B R B R

3

E R E B B R §

116

ASES0r's
Map/L ot

Disrict Data Shest

Taconic and Wes Avenues Higtoric Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), M assachusetts

MHC#

r.r.right of way 927

19/99

22/1

19/98

1951

21/9

21/8

1950

19/49

247

21/6

19/48

21/5

1947

21/4

276

272

275

928

B

97

8 8

8

274

Historic Name Date Syle
<. James Hace Railroad Overpass 1901
S JamesRectory | C182 Stick/QA
moved 1895
c1860 Itdianate
moved ¢.1968
c1890 Quemn Anne
Church Memorid Pak 1924
JH.C. Church House ("Bonny Bank™) ¢ 1896 Quen Anne
H.M.R. White House c1900 Shingle
E.P. Woodworth House c1854 Vict. Edectic
M. Rosgter House c1855 Grek Revivd
A.W. Sdkirk House (b: Evans Bros)  ¢1879 Stick
MisesParda & LaraCulver House ¢1855 Gothic Revivd
vemacular
Edward S Hollister House c.1870 Quemn Anne

remodded c. 1890

Carriage House
Theophilus Wolcott House

John F. Whiting House

F. H. Giddings House

Pege 8 of 12

c1870 Gothic Revivd
C1887 shingle

C1891 Quem Anne

c1903 Quemn Anne

Type

Satus
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Address

2 Taconic Ave.

16 Taconic Ave.

45 Taconic Ave.

56Taconic Ave.

59 Taconic Ave.

61 Taconic Ave.

67 Taconic Ave.

75 Taconic Ave.

80 Taconic Ave.

81 Taconic Ave.

89Taconic Ave.

97 Taconic Ave.

105 Taconic Ave.

115 Taconic Ave.

128 Taconic Ave.

135 Taconic Ave.

(photo 13)

(photo 14)

(photo 14)

(photo 14)

(photo 14, 15)

M ap#

B BB & KE&KERBRNPERBE B

&

3

ASES0r's
Map/L ot
1938

19/36,14-16,
26-27,153

1943
19/32,33
1942
1942
1941
19/40
18/69
1939
1871
18/70,74
18/75
18/77,78

18/34,36

MHCH#

287

286

288

283

201

367

282

308

310

315

Digrict Data Shest
Taconic and Wes Avenues Higtoric Digrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Historic Name

Thomas F. Cormedly House

Anna Miles House

Albert Winchdl House "Fairview"

Elery D. Smith House

Mary McDonadd House

Carriage House, 59 Taconic

Harriet L. Dewey House

F. Hatch House

"The Oakwood" (condominiums)

Anne & Harry Douglas House

Garage

Date Style

c1930 Colonid Reviv.

c.1925 Colonid Reviv.

c18% Shingle/QA

c1901 Queen Aiuie

c1901 Colonid Reviv.

c1901 remodded

c1896 Colonid Reviv.

c1900 Quemn Anne

c.1985

c. 1895 Coloniad Reviv.

c.1920

Edward B. Evans House (b:EvansBros) ¢.1899 Queen Anne

F.E. Owens House (b: Evans Bros)

c1902 Quemn Anne

Ameil Mundry House (b: A. Mundry) ¢.1893 Queen Arme

H.M.Baldwin House

Josph P.G. DavisHouse

(b: F. Spath)
E.R. Humphrey House
Page9ofl2

1902 ShingledQA
c1901 Quean Anne

c1900 Quemn Anne

Type

Satus
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Digrict Data Shest
Taconic and West Avenues Historic Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address Map#  Assesor's MHC#  Historic Name Date Syle Type Satus
Map/L ot
140 Taconic Ave. 133 18/37,383 318 Junius P. Adams House c. 192 QuenAnne B C
142 Taconic Ave. 14 18/39 319 Frederick Turner House (b: A.H.Decker) c. 19056 Queen Anne B C
143 Taconic Ave. 135 1829 396 G. Will Piat House "Pine Knoll" c1892 Shingle B C
(b.: Evans Brothers)
156 Taconic Ave. 136 18/46,47 324 John Gibson House (b: A.H.Decker) ¢1905 QueanAnne B C
162 Taconic Ave. 137 18/48,49 325 c1915 Quemn Anne B C
168 Taconic Ave. 13 18/5054a 326 Benjamin Peterson House ¢.1899 front-gabled B C
170 Taconic Ave. 139 1851 327 Henry F. Hebert House C19%5 English Revivd B C
1 Wes Ave. (photo 16) 140 19/45a 121 Parley Rusdl House "Brightside” 1859-1862 ltdianate B C
12 West Ave. (photo 17) 41 1872 281 Clifford F. Brochu House €189 Quemn Anne B C
Carriage House C189 Quemn Anne B c
15Wes Ave. 142 1945 397 (condominiums) C1997 B NG
30 Wes Ave. 143 18/116,117 280 Charles Gibbs-Elizabeth Sanley House ¢.1896 Queen Anne B C
40 West Ave. 144 18/118 279 Pringle House €.1890? Stick B C
48 Weg Ave. 145 18/120 278 Danid A. Treat House c.1867 Grek Rev/QA B c
56 Wes Ave. 146 18121 277 William Stanley, S. House €. 1830 Quemn Anne B c
"Terrace Knoll"
82 Wes Ave. 147 18122 307 JamesMcEnery House "Moneghed' || ¢1915 English Revival B c
(@ McEnery daughter)
94 Wes Ave. 148 21/3a 306 Hatch-Mary Mason House c. 1870 Itdianae B c

Page 10 of 12



Digrict Data Sheet
Taconic and West Avenues Higoric Digtrict
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

Address M ap# Asses0r's MHC#  Higoric Name Date Syle Type Status
Map/L ot
95 West Ave. 149 21/10, I0a-d 305 John H.C. Church House 1902 Quemn Anng/ B C
"Bonny Bank" || English Revival
111 Wedt Ave. 150 21/11, Na 300 Benjamin Stillwell House ¢.1897 Quem Anne B C
"Gen. Stillwell Houss' ("Stonegate’ condominiums)
113 Wes Ave. 151 21/21, 21ab 301 Carriage House of 111 Wes Ave. c1900 Quesn Anne B C
116 Wegt Ave. 152 21/12 122 Clark T. Durant House C. 1903-04 Colonid Revival B C
"Longfellow House"
370 Cariage House B C
126 West Ave. 153 21/13 304 Edith P. Savile House c.1900 Colonid Reviva B C
127 West Ave. 154 2122 2908  Chales F. Zimmer House cl1912 Colonid Revival B C
garege cl1912 B C
130 Wes Ave. 155 21/14 302 c1970 Colonid Revival B NG
135 Wed Ave. 156 21/25 296 Charlotte|. Tobey House c1915 Colonid Reviva B
C
136 Wes Ave. 157 21/15 303 W. Taylor Day Cabin c1920 remodded B NG
140 West Ave. 158 21/18 299 ¢1970 Colonid Reviva B NG
141 West Ave. 159 21/27 32 Dr. William Whiting House 1773 Colonid B C
moved 1903
146 West Ave. 160  21/19,20 297  W. Taylor Day House c1905 Shingle B C
gaage B C

KEY TODATA SHEET SYMBOLS: B  building ST g¢mcture O object L landscepe
C  contributesto historic charecter of district NC non-contributing
() probable builder (b) or architect (a)
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Address

District Data Shest
Taconic and West Avenues Historic District
Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), Massachusetts

M ap# AssEs0r's MHC#  Historic Name Date Style
Map/L ot
CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

BUILDINGS 171 10
OBJECTS 1
LANDSCAPES 1
STRUCTURES 3

TOTAL 176 10
PREVIOUSLY LISTED 1 BUILDING (DWIGHT-HENDERSON HOUSE, 1976)

Pege 12 of 12

Type

Status
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Taconic and West Avenues Berkshire, 98000680
Historic District Massacliusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X _Photographs (#s: 28,185)

USGS Map
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Taconic and West Avenue District
Great Barrington, Massachusetts

Key: W Railroad tracks

Numbers refer to District Data Sheet

Photograph angles of view
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RECEIVEI> — '

"M 3-528- J385 - -

Commonweal th of Massachusetts -
County of Berkshire

. The above-named Barbara F. Boucher has personally appeared before
this 20th day of February, 1998.

Barbara A Benham Notary Public
M Cormmission Expires: August 4, 2000



ALEXANDER W. BLOOMSTEIN

Attorney at Law

%

61 COLDWATER STREET 342 MAIN STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 205 GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 01230
HILLSDALE, NY 12529 (413) 528-2118
(518) 325-3540 FACSIMILE (413) 528-9888
FACSIMILE (518) 325-3543 RE( :EIVER
B 1Ff1198
VIA FHRST CLASSMAIL

Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth
William Frands Galvin, Secretary
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts, 02125

RE:  Town of Great Barrington, County of Berkshire: Taconic & West
Avenues Proposed National Regiter Historic District

Dear Secretary Galvin:
By this letter, and notarization below, | hereby certify that | am the sole owner of the
property a 15 Hollenbeck Avenue, Great Barrington, Massachusetts. T submit this Satement to

regiger my SUPPORT of the desgnation of the proposed district. FHeasedo not hestateto
contact me concerning this metter.

Beforeme on this day of February, 1998, came Alexander W. Bloomstein, known to me and
known to be the person herein, who acknowledged this document to be hisfree act and deed.

NotarfTiibiic
My Commisson Expires:

Charles J. Fems
NOTARY MBLIC

100% Recycled and Chlorine-Free Paper



The Commonwealth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 8, 1998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Taconic and Wes Aves. Historic District, Great Barrington (Berkshire Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment. To datethe Commission hes received one notarized |etter of
objection and one letter of support.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: James and Lila Parrish, Chair, Grest Barrington Historical Commission
David A. Smith, Chair, Great Barrington Board of Sdectmen
Margaret Hepier, Presarvation Planner
Babara A. Syer, P.O. Box 608, Great Barrington
Geri Rybacki, 97 Taconic Avenue, Great Barrington
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