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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at the southern end of the original Redstone Townsite, the Redstone Inn is
a single, detached structure built in a style reminiscent of Swiss Alpine architec-
ture. It is a wood-frame building, two and one-half stories in height, with a "U"
-shaped plan. The structure presently includes a modern addition built to the west
of the original section; this addition was intended to blend with the original
structure in massing, scale, and detailing. The Jerkinhead roof is shingled and
features two types of dormers: a small shed type and a steeply hipped type. The
primary decorative feature of the building is the large square clock tower rising a
full story above the apex of the roof; the tower has a steeply hipped roof, decora-
tive cross timbering, and red sandstone arches at the base. A smaller tower,
imitating the design of the original, is located at the inside corner of the addi-
tional. And there are several massive stone chimneys that rise above the roof.

The secondary features giVe the structure much of its characteristic appearance.
Decorative half-timbering is alsoe found in the gable ends. There is a two-tier
verandah with a decorative cut balustrade on both the north and east facades. The
building is sheathed with clapboard and shingles painted white. The windows are
casement type with a diamond pane sash above. The gable ends feature a triple

sash within a segmental arch. The interior of the earliest portion of the structure
retains its original configuration and most of its decorative features.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Redstone Inn is significant for its association with John C. Osgood, an important
industrialist in Colorado; for its role in commerce in the region; and for its
architectural features.

Though born to humble circumstances at Brooklyn, New York, in 1851, John C. Osgood
rose to wealth and power in the booming industrial world of the late nineteenth
century. Going to work at the age of fourteen, he gradually rose through the ranks:
office boy for a manufacturer in Rhode Island, bookkeeper for a produce merchant in
New York, cashier of various banks and coal mining companies, and finally president
of a coal mining firm. All these companies operated largely east of the Mississippi
River, but in 1882 Osgood moved to Denver and two years later organized the Colorado
Fuel Company, a producer of coal, After considerable success, in 1892 Osgood merged
this firm with the Colorado Coal and Iron Company, to form the Colorado Fuel and Iron
Company, the largest integrated steelmaker in the trans-Mississippi West. He re-
mained as head of this enterprise until 1903 when he resigned after a battle for con-
trol that ended with John D. Rockefeller, Jr. becoming the dominant party in the
firm.

Both Redstone and the Redstone Inn owed their development to Osgood. He founded the
town as a coking center and in 1902 built the Inn for single miners and guests. The
structure offered many amenities unheard of in the industry at that time. Later,

Frank Kistler expanded the building by adding a wing which gives the structure its
present "U" shape. Since Osgood's death in 1925, the Inn has had several owners

who have tried to retain the atmosphere and charm of the original building. At present
it is a working hotel and restaurant catering to guests who enjoy "a step back in
time."

From an architectural perspective, the Inn represents a fine example of the early

Swiss Alpine style in Colorado. Moreover, it is the only such structure within the
Redstone area.
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