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1. Name of Property
historic name Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 37 Waterville Street N/A  not for publication
city or town Grafton _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027  zip code 01519

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this”I* nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
iS;"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide “locally. (+ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

iignature of certifying official/Tile JudWrB. McDonough, Executive Director, Date
assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nati/)nal Park Service Certification
I, here)<y certify that this property is: Date of Action
"entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the i
National Register National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
/object i\

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Higoric Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
INDUSTRY: manufacturing facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival
MID-19TH CENTURY: Other; Vernacular

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2

Number of contributing resources

in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter
DOM

categories from instructions)

ESTIC: multiple dwelling

OTHER: storage

Materials

(Enter

categories from instructions)

foundation Stone/granite

walls

roof

other

Brick
Wood/weatherboard

asphalt

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

buildings
sites
structures
_ objects

Total
previously listed
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop dand on two sgparate adjacent lots on the west Sde of
Waterville Street in aresidential neighborhood of North Grafton. Neighboring houseswere built &
various times and no predominant period of condruction is regpresented. The house (on a 29,200
guare foot lot) is st back from the dreat approximately 40 feet on along narrow ot which borders
Pratt's Pond along the rear (west) lot line. Behind the house is a narrow yard landscaped with mature
trees and shrubs mogt notable are two mature ok trees which are believed to be & leest 100 years
old. South of the houseis a small residential garden that wes laid out in recent years The gun shop
(on a 8400 sguare foot |ot) gands south of the house on a shalow gtrip of land and iswedged tightly
between the dreat and the pond. The remainder of the lot isfilled by overgrown brush and scrub
trees Between the two dructures is anarrow partially-paved driveway that runs the length of the
house.

Sitting on a dight rise, the house (ca. 1833) isatwo and one-hdf sory brick sructure with a one and
one-hdf gory ell (which gopearsto be original) adjoining a one and one-hadf story wagon shed (now a
garage) and alarge bam. The bam was built in 1898 ad it is bdieved that the wagon shed was built
a the sametime. The house is significant as the town's only resdence of itstype. The Gresk

Revival style main block hes a square plan and is endosed by a broad gable roof, sheaethed with

asphdt shingles, from which project three corner chimneys (originally there were four but the
northeest corner chimney wes logt in the hurricane of 1938). Window openings are topped by flat
arches of splayed dretchers while sillsare of wood. Windows of the main block contain 2/2 double-
hung saeh in all openings except those in the front gable where 6/6 sseh ae inplace. Trim on the
house includes a boxed wood comice that follows the eavesand continues aorossthe facadeto creste a

pediment. ,

The symmetricd facade is distinguished by its wide pediment, which is faced with dgpboards, aiove
the second gory. Below the gable the facade is divided into five bayswith a center entry & the first
floor. The main entry contains the origina door framed by a transom and two/third length, multi-pane
dddights over pandled gorons. The first gory is hdtered by a late nineteenth century porch running
the full width of the facade and supported on tumed pogtsrising to flared braces.

At the reer (west) devation, the northernmost bay is exposad as isthe gable above the second floor.
Visible features include two windows in the gable and one & eech floor in the northemmost bay. The
south eevation is aranged symmetrically with five windows per story. Windows are evenly soecadin
the three central bays while end bays ae s off by wider goaoes corresponding to the location of the
two chimneys. The north eevation is identical to the south, except that the eestem chimney was
removed.

(continued)
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On the interior, much of the finishes date from about 1900 when the house was converted to a two-
family dwelling. The plan includes a centrd stairhall with rooms arranged symmetrically on either
dde the two units are mirror images Most finishes on the interior gopear to date from the ca 1900
renovation. Included are seven identical wood mantelpieces.

The ell is bdieved to be original and was built a abrick dructure endosad by a gable roof (finished
with agphdt shingles) with exposad devations a the north and south. The design is utilitarian, with
no notable architectural detailing. 1t has been dtered over the years and mogt recently, around 1970
much of the exterior hed to be rebuilt & a result of damegeto the brick. Its south devation is
currently faced with modern bricks and hes a modem oriel window & the first floor and two small six-
pane windows st just benegth the eaves  The north eevation of the ell is faced with clgpboard and
contains a secondary entry flanked by two windows a ground level and two sx-pane windows st
cdose to the eaves The entry contains a modem six-panel door (and storm door) and is shdtered by a
modem meta hood. Windows flanking the entry gopeer to have been added (mid-twentieth century).
The windows a the upper level match those on the south face of the ell and may be original.

The wagon shed wes probably built in 1898 when the bam was congmcted and is of wood-frame
constmction sheethed with clgpboard. This smple smcture is utilitarian in its desgn and hes no
notable architectura detailing. It followsthe same gabled roof line as the ell and the roof isdso
covered with asphdt shingles. At the south devation, the carriage shed has a doorway and a large
vehicle entrance (with no door) st benesth a multi-light transom running adong the eave line. Alsoa
this eevation are two Sx-pane windows (one per floor). Fenedration a the north eevation conssts of
two gx-pane windows flanking a small atached shed.

The wood-frame bam (late nineteenth century) projects above the ell and carriage shed ad is sheathed
with depboards It isendosed by abroad gable roof (finished with agphdt shingles) from which
projects a smal cupola Accessto the bam is gained by means of a large opening neer the center of
the south eevation. The opening contains a door of diagond flush pands. Wes of this entry are
three very small sngle-pane windows and eedt of the entry is a gdandard 6/6 window. Centered on the
south elevation are identical 66 windows (one per floor). There ae a0 two of the small sngle-pane
windows & the first level. Fenedration on the north eevation of the bam conssts of two 6/6
windows. Much of the eedt devation is dso exposad as the barn rises above the ell and carriage hed
and extends about ten feet further north. At the first leve is another large barn entry containing a
door identical to the one a the south elevation. Centered on the gable a the second level is a 6/6
window.

The gun shop dits dose to the pond and the road and was congmcted in four distinct sections, all of
which gppear to date from the ningteenth century. With the earliest section dating from 1830, itisa
rare survivor from the period. The largest and earliest section is atwo and one-haf story main block
a the center of the building. Risingfrom abrick foundation, this section is sheathed with clagpboard

(continued)
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and endosed by a gable roof covered with tin. Typical of quch utilitarian buildings, this section is
trimmed with plain narrow comerboards and a boxed comice dong the shalow eaves Window
openings on this main block have unmolded caangsand contain 812 sh in afew locations. At the
north eevation is an entry containing a four-pand door whilethe eedt elevation hes atongue & groove
rolling door (early twentieth century). Intersecting the main block & its northeest corner is atwo-story
wing with a gable roof (covered with corrugated meta) and vertical board-sheething.  Projecting from
the south end of the main block are two shed additions sheethed with vertical-board siding.

Severd features associated with the historic mill remain intact as well. These include afieldstonedam
(with an added concrete cap), a 50-foot section of the done spillway, and the done heed ad tail-
races. Insgde the gun shop aturbine and beveled gearing remain benesth the first floor of the main
block.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric gtesae currently known on the Ethen Allen house or Gun Shop property, it is
possble that dtesare present. Locationa characterigtics of the property including the aredls dose
proximity to wetland resources, good soil drainage and level to moderatdly doping land surfaces neaer
wetlands indicate favorable conditions for Native American subsstence and settlement activities. The
wegem lot line of the property actudly borders Bummet Brook, now dammed as Pratt Pond. The
house dits on a dight rise north of the pond and brook. One prehigtoric Stes has been recorded aong
the shore of Bummed Brook a short digance north of the Ethan Allen property. Thesefactors
combined with the dze of the property (lessthan 1 acre) and historic period landuse of the parcds
indicates a moderate to high potential for locating prehistoric resources

There is a high potential for historic archaeologicd resources on the house and gun shop property.
Stmcturd remains may survive from abam or other outbuildings which predate the late 19th century
bam and wagon shed now extant on the property. Occupationa rdated festures (trash pits, privies ad
wells) are dso likely assodaed with resdentid use of the house and the varied industrial use of the
gun shop. Historic archaeologicd remans including engineering and congtruction features ae d<so
likely including and around thefieldstone dam, spillway and head and tailraces. A turbine and gearing
ae still in place benesth the 1 floor of the gun shop. /

(end)



Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Marl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield, '
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Congderations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Vlaior Bibliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1833 - 1940

Significant Dates
1833

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

X previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

__ Other o !
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission






(DR " out Affilwtl No. iet44)01l

United states Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Cpntlnuatlon Sheet

Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop
Grafton (Worcester County)
Section number 8 Page Massachusetts

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ethan Allen House and Gun Shop poss=sss integrity of desgn, materials, setting, workmanship,
and association with inventor and gun maker Ethan Allen and the region's early firearmsindustry.
The gructures are dso architecturaly significant as intact examples of building types rare in the town.
The house isthe only grand brick Gresk Reviva resdence while the gun shop is a remarkable
survivor of 1830s vemacular industrial architecture. The period of significance for the property is
from 1833 to 1940 to includethe year Ethan Allen first purchasad the property through to the period
the shop was lagt ussd for commercia purposes

Ethan Allen (not to be confused with the Ethan Allen who captured Fort Ticonderoga) was bomin
1806 in Bellingham, Massachusetts As a young man, he gpprenticed in a machine shop in the town

of Franklin and later, it is believed, inaMilford cutlery and dhoeknife shop. Allen may dso have
worked for gunamiths, Barton and Benjamin Darling in Milford. 1n 1831 Allen married and moved to
Grafton where he went into budness making cutlery. 1t seamshe first rented goecein amill on the
Quindgamond River inNorth Grafton. In 1833 Allen and his father, Nathaniel Allen of Medway,
Massachustts, purchasad 126 aores of land on Waterville Street, fopnerly the farm of Moses Adams.
Dead records are somewha confusing as portions of the parcd w”ere sold sgparady™ but it ssas that
Ethan bought out his father's share in the property in 1837. That sameyear Allen formed a partnership
with his brother-in-law, Charles Thurber, under the name Allen & Thurber. 1t gopearsthat  Thurber's
contribution was largely financial. The new company began producing hand-made guns a the shop on
Waterville Strest (known then as Westhorough Road). Varying dates have bean given for constmction
of the shop, but 1833 ismost commonly noted. Regardiess, it was the first shop in which Allen
produced his guns. It isbdieved that Allen was responsible for damming the Bummit Brook

(formerly the Little Quinsggamond), to cregte the pond behind the shop. The shop operated in Grafton
from 1837 until 1842 during which time Allen was respongble for severd innovations in the firearm
industry and the production of high quality guns.

During the six years of operation in Grafton, the shop produced three types of guns  single shot
pistols, pepperbox pistols, and a sngle shat rifle. Within these three categories, numerous variations
were produced and the Allen & Thurber shop became known for their fine craftsmanship and
innovative gun technology. For example, the pocket rifles were among the very first underhammer
pistols produced in the United States and today "represant en important historical a well as a highly
dedrable collectors item.” (Mouillesseaux) Allen is probably mogt well-known for his invention of
the pepperbox, a double-action or sdlf-cocking revolver, first mede in Grafton. An advertissment from
ca 1840 explains that the "barrd revolves and discharges merdly by pulling the trigger; not requiring
to be cocked as the common pistol, they can be fired the moment they are taken from the pocket with
one hand only.” (Mouillesseaux) It is conddered by many the most important gun produced in
America inthe first half of the nineteenth century. Asthe only multi-shot wegpon available on the
civilian market, it haes been cdled the "pistol that presarved the pionears’ for its use during westward

(continued)
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expansgon inthe mid-nineteenth century. (Mouillesseaux) It hes been edimated that a leest fifty
dightly different types of pepperboxes were mede by Allen's company during the period from 1837,
when Allen began manufacturing them, to 1865 when they were dropped from the Allen line.

, Allen & Thurber continued producing guns in Grafton until 1842 when they moved to a new facility
in Norwich, Connecticut. Severd reasons have been given for the move, including a shortage of water
power in dry seesons, alack of skilled craftsman, and the nesd to reech alarger market. The short
time Allen's guns were produced in Grafton meke them scarce and valuable when found by today's
collectors. Allen's innovations continued after he left Grafton. He developed double-barrd and
breach-loading shotguns, and invented a machine for production of metalic cartridges, aform of
ammunition Allen himself was among the first to produce.

The company remained inNorwich only five years before moving to Union Strest in Worcedter in
1847, by which timethey were known &s Allen, Thurber & Company. After 1856 Allen reorganized
the company in partnership with ancther brother-in-law, Thomas P. Whedock and operated under the
name Allen & Whedock. He eventudly produced guns under the company name E. Allen &
Company. Following Allen's degth in 1871, the company continued under the leedership of Allen's
sons-inlaw, Sullivan Forenand and H.C. Wadsworth, using the name Forehand & Wadsworth. For a
time. Forehand ran the busnessdone and in 1898 he sold the company to the Hopkins& Allen
Company of Norwich, Connecticut.

At some point between 1833 and about 1835 Allen built the adjacent house which is dso being
nominated. Ethan Allen and hiswife, Mary, did not occupy the house for long, as she was dissatisfied
with its remote location and therefore they moved doser to the center of North Grafton's New
England Village in 1838. Allen then sold the houseon an 8 x 10 parcd of land (dlightly lesslaiid
than the existing lot) to John Smith. By 1855 the house and gun shop were owned by O.C. Crane
who operated a machine shop and possibly a grist mill inthe old gun shop. Alvin and E.N. Foote
owned the property by the 1860s Here they operated a grist mill and mede tortoise-shell combs inthe
shop. From the 1890s through the tum of the century, Ebenezer and George Huckinsowned the
property and operated a grist mill and cider mill here 1t gopearsthat the Huckins were responsble
for constmction of the fi-ont addition to the shop for sorage of grain and for converting the houseto a
two-family dwelling. From about 1906 through the mid-twentieth century the shop and housewere
owned by the Pratt family and brothers Burt and Clarence Prait ran a coa and grain busnessinthe
shop which they used for dorage and office goace 1n 1962 the old gun shop was purchassd by the
current owner, Mitchell Sthika, who hes used it for gorage The house is currently owned and
occupied by the Aussenhemers who purchased it in 1968 from the Preits.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

ince pattems of prehigtoric settlement in Grafton are poorly undersood, any surviving dteswould be
significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this area can contribute to a better underganding of Native subsgence
and settlement patterns along the eedem border of the Central Massachusetts uplands and the
relationship of those Stesto Stesinthe coadd lowlands. Stes in the areacan aso be usd to tet
hypotheses relating to prehigtoric settlement and subsgence in different but neighboring riverine
drainages. The nominated property lies within interior portions of the Blackstone River sysem aong
Bummet Brook of the Quinsgamond River drainage neer its border with the
Assabet/Concord/Merrimack River drainage to the northeest.  Sites in this areamay have similaritiesto
dtesin ether drainage sysem, represant smilaritieswith both drainages or, represant an interior
adaptation independent of either drainage.

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to provide detailed information on
the life of Ethan Allen and birth of the regia”s early firearms industry. Information should dso be
present which follows the evolution of this industrial Ste and assodated resdence from its firearms
beginnings through gages as a machine shop, gristmill comb shop, cidermill, cod and grain busness
and dorage facility. Stmctural remains of outbuildings which pre-date the late 19th Century can
provide vauable data pertaining to landuse during the property's period of significance. These
amctures could provide information on such topics as the importance and types of transportation ussd
in the Allen household and busness. A detailed andyss of occupationa rdated feetureson the
property might provide information on the short lived Allen resdence and subsequent inhabitants of
the housa. An andyss of occupationa rdated features associated with industrial use of the property
could provide details of the technologies employed in the various industrial uses of the shop locale. In
particular, refuse aress assodated with firearm production could provide detailed information on,
sverd of the innovations in the firearm industry devedoped a the shop. Information may be present
which details the technologies usad in early gun manufacture.  Information may aso be present which
could document the period of constmction and possble association with Ethan ~len of the dam and
rdated water works. Artifacts, engineering features and congtruction materials may be present which woa J
indicate™ow and when thesefacilities were developed and thHrfelationship to the firearm production
process.

(end)
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.. (end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA I I

Boundary Description ‘. . - . ‘ ‘

[ | [ |
The nominated properties occupy Grafton town parcds 19-70 ad 1!—71 and illude roughly!O,SOO
uare feet. Exact boundaries are ddineated on an atached map.

Boundary Justification

Tlie boundaries include the two lots which contain the house and shop that were historically assodated
with gunmeker Ethan Allen. Surrounding parcels, some of which were part of the original Allen
landholding, have been excduded becausethey have been subdivided and devdoped with later
resdences.

. - (end)
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