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Walnut Grove is located approximately one and a half miles west of the center of Gallatin
in Sumner County. The original part of the house faces south, and the building is about
one hundred yards east of East Camp Creek approximately one quarter mile southwest of its
intersection with Red River Road, state route 25,

As originally built ca. 1800, Walnut Grove was a two-story stone house with two rooms

on each floor. Two chimneys, located mainly on the exterior, flank the house. The
original facade (east elevation) featured a five-bay, symmetrical arrangement. Each
opening was surmounted by a flat stone arch with a keystone; the center door is also
topped by a rectangular transom. The gable ends, laid in coursed limestone like the
facade, are blank except for small attic windows and the slightly projecting chimneys.
The west elevation is a three-bay, symmetrical arrangement. Originally covered with
wooden shingles whose exposed ends had been rounded, the gable roof is now covered with
modern square-ended wooden shingles. The window sash and cornice have also been replaced
with modern versions of eighteenth-century design.

A few years later (probably ca. 1820) a two-story brick ell was added to the facade of the
stone house. In plan, this addition added two more rooms on each floor and a narrow
entrance hall. A Federal stairway made primarily of cherry, rises from the hall. The
south elevation of the addition features four bays, including two doors which are sur-
mounted by semi-circular fan lights. With the addition of the brick ell, the doorway

into the stairhall became the principal entrance.

Unlike the stone sectlon, the brick ell retains some orlglnal trim., In addition to the
noteworthy staircase, a mantel (in the Tennessee version of the Federal style) graces

a room,  Concrete borches sheltered by a portico supported by two-story columns have
been built on the north and south faces of the brick addition.

A small early nineteenth-century office is located approximately twenty feet from the
southeast corner of the porch built on the south side of the brick ell. A ‘brick smoke-
house, of approximately the same vintage as the office, stands approx1mate1y fifty feet
from the center door in the west elevation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Walnut Grove is an example of an imposing residence
in 1800.

in Middle Tennessee

During the early settlement period, most houses were built of logs; only an
occasional house, undertaken by a prosperous settler, was built of stone. The original
part of Walnut Grove then represents an example of the finest segment of residential
construction surviving from the early days of the settlement period.

With conditions more comfortable, the house was enlarged using brick, a material not

favored during the earlier period of construction.

A fairly spacious center hall and

open stairway also reflected changing tastes in interior arrangement of space. When
completed, the new brick section housed the principal rooms and main entrance. This
realignment of living area expressed not only the owner's pride in the new construction,
but also indicated how rapidly and completely architectural preferences had changed during
the early years of the nineteenth century.

With its two sections built to reflect two distinct periqds, Walnut Grove illustrates

the impact of changing architectural tastes in a developing area.

No significant sub-

sequent additions detract from the example of these two early construction efforts.

The present owners literally rescued the building and prevented it from falling into

complete ruin.

continue living - there.

They have converted it into a comfortable residence and intend to
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The nominated property is an irregularly shaped tract
which is bounded as follows: beginning at a point in the North right-of-way line of
proposed Laura Street, sald p01nt being North 87° 45' 00" West 802.00 feet from the

inter and the North right-of-way of
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present Laura Street; thence continuing with the North right-of-way line of proposed
Laura Street, North 87° 45' 00" West 615.00 feet to a point; thence leaving the North
right-of-way line of proposed Laura Street 39.27 feet along a curve right, having

a radius of 25.00 feet to a point, said point being on the East right-of-way line

or proposed Boddie Avenue; thence with the East right-of-way line of proposed Boddie
Avenue, North 20 15' 00" East 190.00 feet to a point, said point being in the center f
of East Camp Creek; thence with the meander of said creek South 80° 25' 15" East,
174,17 feet to a point; thence North 67° 33' 04" East, 47.51 feet to a point; thence
North 27° 05' 22" East, 213.60 feet to a point; thence North 57° 20' 05" East, 60,72
feet to a point; thence North 31°© 26' 14" East, 227.38 feet to a point, said point
being the northwest corner of the described tract; thence leaving the East Camp Creek,
South 40° 00' 00" East 144.30 feet to a point, said point being on the West right-
of-way line of proposed Blackman Avenue; thence leaving the East right-of-way line of
Blackman Avenue, South 60° 00' 00" East, 110.00 feet to a point, said point being the
northeast corner of the described tract; thence South 24° 15' 00" West, 205.00 feet to
a point; thence South 11© 00' 00" West 143.00 feet to a point; thence South 2° 15' 00"
West, 90.00 feet to the point of beginning.



