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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For' functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Worthington, Charles T., House

other names/site number BO-304

2. Location

street & number . 3 mi . W of Blueqrass Rd. , .6 mi. N. Gentry Ln ED/rftrt for publication 

city or town Danville______________________________________ S vicinity

state Kentucky code KY county Boyle codeQ21 zip code 40422

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Hjstoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
"n^tionally^ O^tajewide CX locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

David L. Morgan, SHPO and , 
________Executive Director______J/J / 

Mature o'f'certif 
Kentucky/

ig official/Title Date

ritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property CD meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (U See continuation sheet for additional
comments.

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby jrertify that the property is:

(M entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

CD determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

D removed from the National 
Register.

CD other, (explain:) _________

Signature oJ the Keeper Date of Action

u



Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304) 
Name of Property .

.••Boyle Co'Uttty/'-" KY' 

.7 County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

S private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Of building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property '
(Do npt include previously listed resources in the count.) o.v'.'y 1

Contributing . Noncontributing
2 ' -0 ' •

2
2 ••'•'•""'•

' ' -.-'..

6 - •••

1-

1

2

buildings

sites

structures
objects

Total
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

Historic and Architectural Resources of Boyle County, KY 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC ; single dwelling and 
and secondary structure

LANDSCAPE i savannah________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
___and secondary structure

LANDSCAPE: savannah______

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN; Italianate

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone_____
walls Brick

roof Standing Seam Metal

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) •

D A Property .is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons ' • 
significant in our past.

jp C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components teck •; 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE'•'•''•'••"•''

Period of Significance
.... c. 1855

Significant Dates
c. 1855

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A ___ ____

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See Continuation Sheet
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography See Continuation Sheet
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey -

or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:

CS State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency 

"• D Federal agency "
D Local government
D University' . - ' ">
D Other 

Name of repository: •'_'•

D recorded.by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________:_____



Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304) 
Name of Property v.;c t  -.. .:  . :

Bovle County, KY 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) Danvi lie Quadrant

1 ll lUl U°liJ |OI(/IP| [Mi
Zone Easting Northing

2 h il»l Ibh 1 1 I/ iHiol [Mil |7 |0

c. 3 LkJ M^
Zone Easting

6 4 h i^l li/Ko|SiSio
D See continuation sheet

Is n
Northing
h ii h

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

See Continuation Sheet 
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Christine Amos/ Historian and Amanda Bradley/ Historian 

organization Bur ry & Amos/ Inc. (Heart of Danville) date June 18, 1997____ 

street & number 926 Main Street_______________ telephone (502) 633-5530 

city or town Shelbyville_________________ state KY____ zjp code 40065

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs qf the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner____________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Harold and Shirley B. Horn_____________________________

street & number 2367 Gentry Lane 

city or town Danville_________

____ telephone 

state KY

N/A

jncode 40422_zip

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). .

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. ••:••••• • '. "• /rv'^- 1- -•".• ..-•:.•-•

US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1993 0 -"350-416 OL 3
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Historic and Architectural Resources of Boyle County, KY
Multiple Property Listing
Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304)

7. Description:

The Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304) is located on the south side of the Bluegrass Road (S.R. 
1915) in north-central Boyle County. Associated with a large (over 800 acres) agricultural farm, the 
Worthington House sits approximately three-tenths of a mile from the main road, fronted by an open yard 
with a scattered savannah. The nominated portion of the property begins along the Bluegrass Road at 
a rock fence and extends south to the back boundary of the domestic complex, defined by a plank 
fence. East and west boundaries include natural tree lines and plank fencing. Approximately twenty (20" 
acres are included in the nomination. Following, two contributing buildings, two contributing structures, 
one non-contributing structure, two contributing sites and one non-contributing site are described for 
inclusion in the nomination.

1.) Construction on the main residence (contributing building) began c. 1855. The two-story 
double pile, center-hall dwelling with standing seam metal clad hipped root a continuous mortared 
stone water table and two-story ell to the west was added to in 1967 with a one-story wing to the west. 
Constructed by local laborers, the original block allegedly took six or seven years to complete, an 
understandable amount of time when viewing the vast amounts of architectural details in the Italianate 
dwelling. Facing north to the Bluegrass Road, the residence displays a symmetrical appearance across 
the three-bay front (north) facade; heavily adorned with .Italianate features, including single and paired 
brackets along the cornice, dentils and tall narrow windows. The beaded wood central entry is flanked 
by sidelights and headed by a transom, surrounded by an architectural treatment with Corinthian 
columns flanked by Doric pilasters supporting an enriched entablature. The entry is fronted by a central, 
early twentieth century, one-story Classical Revival porch in the Corinthian order, with Corinthian columns, 
brick corner piers and a modillion cornice surmounted by a turned balustrade. Original 9/9 sash 
windows are separated on the front facade by double strip pilasters, each having a single inset groove 
and being capped by rounded stone caps which curve in below each bracket above. The water table 
supports the pilaster by curving out below each one. Side elevations have four regularly spaced 9/6 sash 
windows on each floor, separated by single pilasters similar to those on the front. The two-story, rear ell, 
although lower, is treated with similar decorative features with two blind windows found on each floor 
between the pilasters of the south end wall. Along the east wall of the ell, a two-story porch, enclosed 
in the late-nineteenth century, is supported on square brick piers. The entire building is surrounded by 
a stone water table and bracketed.cornice. The. roof is pierced by four chimneys, two flanking the 
passage on either side, heating the four main rooms on each floor.
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The interior plan features a center hall on each floor, flanked by four rooms. A corner open 
stringer stair in the central hall is highly carved with beadwork, having a marble newel post. A nineteenth 
century wallpaper mural surrounds the first and second story hallways. Small arched marble mantels are 
found in the front parlors of the first story with elaborate walnut door and window surrounds, pldstered 
molding and a Corinthian column screen with pocket doors. Many doors and windows have eared trim 
with dentil cornices. Along the rear ell is the original stone-lined fireplace, constructed as part of the 
main residence in the early 1850s with brick walls. A second enclosed staircase between the kitchen and 
a parlor leads to the second story servants' quarters in the second story ell. The second story of the main 
block was altered with the addition of modern bathrooms in the mid-twentieth century, however, retains 
all original woodwork and functions.

2.) Approximately twenty feet southwest of the main residence is an unusual earthen-clad 
icehouse (contributing building) with a stone-lined vaulted pit to the east, a small brick-vaulted cellar to 
the west, and a central stone chimney. Constructed at the same time as the main residence, the building 
is entered on either side with the deep stone-vaulted pit (facing the main residence) entered via a door 
along the step-gabled parapet wall of rock-faced ashlar. The shape of the structure is oval, measuring 
approximately 20 feet on either side. The function of the building is perhaps best described in an oral 
history given by Theresa Worthington McMakin who grew up on the property:

"We had an old-fashioned ice house in the yard, not far from the house, 
where we gathered ice in the winter and stored it under straw to use in 
the summer. The dairy was behind the ice and as it melted it trickled 
down to cool the dairy (Doyle, 1988)."

3.) The front of the nominated property, along the Bluegrass Lane is lined with a late- 
nineteenth century crenelated rock wall (contributing structure) with a pair of mortared rock gateposts 
along the entry drive.

4.) Surrounding the domestic yard area is a three plank fence (contributing structure) with 
ovalisk concrete gateposts and a vertical plank swinging gate, dating to the late-nineteenth or turn of 
the twentieth century. A circular driveway fronting the main residence is entered through the gateposts,
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5.) Along the eastern boundary of the domestic yard is a late-twentieth century, in-ground 
swimming pool (non-contributing structure), sitting in close proximity to the enclosed east elevation two- 
story porch of the main residence.

6.) . The acreage fronting the domestic complex is covered with a natural woodland savannah 
(contributing site), described by Worsham as "...one of the county's largest wooded areas (Worsham, 
1991)." Native trees include, but are not limited to, maples, oaks and sycamores.

7.) Along the driveway leading through the savannah to the main residence is an circular 
indentation, reputedly the brick kiln site (contributing site) during construction of the main residence. The 
area measures approximately twenty (20) feet in diameter. Theresa Worthington McMakin 
(granddaughter of Charles T. Worthington) states "(t)he bricks were burned on the place and they were 
burned three times in order to please my grandfather...(they) were supposedly burned at the place in 
the Avenue where there is a depression (Doyle, 1988: 1)."

8.) Beside the swimming pool is a mid to late-twentieth century formal garden (non- 
contributing site) in a U-shape. The garden is not known to have followed an early garden pattern.
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8. Statement of Significance:

The Charles T. Worthington Farm (BO-304) is located on the southwest side of Gentry Lane (State 
Route 1915) near the Boyle/Mercer County line in north-central Boyle County. The main residence, 
constructed c. 1855, is architecturally significant on a local level under Criterion C as a fine example of 
Italiante period domestic architecture. Especially noteworthy is the ensemble of woodwork throughout 
the dwelling as well as the Italianate features (brackets, pilasters, dentils, narrow windows, etc.) that 
remain very similar to the facade of the Danville Asylum for the Deaf. The period of significance for the 
property is c. 1855, the beginning date of construction of the center-hall dwelling, with a significant date 
being c. 1967, the estimated date of the one-story west walPwing.

Nominated as part of a Multiple Property Listing entitled "Historic and Architectural Resources in 
Boyle County, Kentucky" the property is significant within the context "Domestic Architecture in Boyle 
County, 1780-1945". The initial 36Q acres of the property were purchased by 31 year old Charles T. 
Worthington in 1850, valued between $10,800 and $12,750.00 (the former figure was given in the 1850 
Agricultural Census of Bovle County while the latter appears in the 1850 Boyle County Census!. Also in 
1850, three Irish stonemasons were listed as residents on the property. A decade later, in 1860, three 
different Irish stonemasons were listed on the property, no doubt involved in the construction of the main 
residence and icehouse (1850 and 1860 Censuses of Bovle County).

By the time construction began on the main residence in 1855, the Italianate style was a new 
phenomena in Boyle County, due in large part to the initialization of the Danville Asylum for the Deaf. As 
is documented in the associated context within this MPF, it is interesting to note the similarities in style, 
ornamentation and plan between the Worthington House and the school. Charles Worthington's influence 
as a prestigous farmer and state representative afforded he and his family the need for such an affluent 
home and surrounding acreage.
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10. Geographical Data:

Verbal Boundary Description:
The Charles T. Worthington Farm is located on the southwest corner of Gentry Land (State Route 
1915), in close proximity to the Boyle/Mercer County line in north-central Boyle County. The 
nominated property includes all buildings, structures and sites historically associated with the 
construction of the main residence in the 1850s. The property is identified by the dotted area 
within Parcel 8 on the accompanying Boyle County Property Identification Map 27, located in the 
Boyle County Property Valuation Administration Office. The map has a scale of 1" = 600'.

Boundary Justification:
The nominated property is historically associated with an agricultural landscape comprised of 
over 500 acres. The agricultural acreage is not included in this nomination, however, due to 
changes in patterns, usage and associated buildings. The nominated boundary begins at the 
rock fence line along Gentry Lane and extends south to the rear of the main residence, bounded 
by natural tree lines to the east and west and a plank board fence to the south, including 
approximately 20 acres. Included in the nomination are two buildings, four structures, two sites 
and one site, historically associated with the Worthington property.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304)

PHOTOS BY: Amanda Bradley
Burry & Amos, Inc.
926 Main Street
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

DATE: July, 1997

Front (northeast) facade of main residence, facing southwest
1 of 8

Northwest elevation of main residence, facing east
2 of 8

Southeast elevation of main residence, facing north
3 of 8

Central passage of main residence
4 of 8

Parlors in main residence
5 of 8

Icehouse, facing west
6 of 8

Icehouse, facing east
7 of 8

f.' '

Overview of domestic yard, facing -southwest
8 of 8
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For' functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Worthington, Charles T., House

other names/site number BO-304

2. Location

street & number . 3 mi . W of Blueqrass Rd. , .6 mi. N. Gentry Ln ED/rftrt for publication 

city or town Danville______________________________________ S vicinity

state Kentucky code KY county Boyle codeQ21 zip code 40422

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Hjstoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
"n^tionally^ O^tajewide CX locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

David L. Morgan, SHPO and , 
________Executive Director______J/J / 

Mature o'f'certif 
Kentucky/

ig official/Title Date
ritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property CD meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (U See continuation sheet for additional
comments.

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby jrertify that the property is:

(M entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

CD determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
D removed from the National 

Register.
CD other, (explain:) _________

Signature oJ the Keeper Date of Action

u



Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304) 
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.••Boyle Co'Uttty/'-" KY' 

.7 County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

S private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Of building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property '
(Do npt include previously listed resources in the count.) o.v'.'y 1

Contributing . Noncontributing
2 ' -0 ' •

2
2 ••'•'•""'•

' ' -.-'..

6 - •••

1-

1

2

buildings

sites

structures
objects

Total
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

Historic and Architectural Resources of Boyle County, KY 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC ;—single dwelling and 
and secondary structure

LANDSCAPE i savannah________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
___and secondary structure

LANDSCAPE: savannah______

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN; Italianate

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone_____
walls Brick

roof Standing Seam Metal

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) •

D A Property .is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons ' • 
significant in our past.

jp C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components teck •; 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE'•'•''•'••"•''

Period of Significance
.... c. 1855

Significant Dates
c. 1855

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A ___ ____

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See Continuation Sheet
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography See Continuation Sheet
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey -

or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:

CS State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency 

"• D Federal agency "
D Local government
D University' . - ' ">
D Other 

Name of repository: •'_'•

D recorded.by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________:_____
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) Danvi lie Quadrant
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

See Continuation Sheet 
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Christine Amos/ Historian and Amanda Bradley/ Historian 

organization Bur ry & Amos/ Inc. (Heart of Danville) date June 18, 1997____ 

street & number 926 Main Street_______________ telephone (502) 633-5530 

city or town Shelbyville_________________ state KY____ zjp code 40065

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs qf the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner____________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Harold and Shirley B. Horn_____________________________

street & number 2367 Gentry Lane 

city or town Danville_________

____ telephone 

state KY

N/A

jncode 40422_zip

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). .

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. ••:••••• • '. "• /rv'^- 1- -•".• ..-•:.•-•
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7. Description:

The Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304) is located on the south side of the Bluegrass Road (S.R. 
1915) in north-central Boyle County. Associated with a large (over 800 acres) agricultural farm, the 
Worthington House sits approximately three-tenths of a mile from the main road, fronted by an open yard 
with a scattered savannah. The nominated portion of the property begins along the Bluegrass Road at 
a rock fence and extends south to the back boundary of the domestic complex, defined by a plank 
fence. East and west boundaries include natural tree lines and plank fencing. Approximately twenty (20" 
acres are included in the nomination. Following, two contributing buildings, two contributing structures, 
one non-contributing structure, two contributing sites and one non-contributing site are described for 
inclusion in the nomination.

1.) Construction on the main residence (contributing building) began c. 1855. The two-story 
double pile, center-hall dwelling with standing seam metal clad hipped root a continuous mortared 
stone water table and two-story ell to the west was added to in 1967 with a one-story wing to the west. 
Constructed by local laborers, the original block allegedly took six or seven years to complete, an 
understandable amount of time when viewing the vast amounts of architectural details in the Italianate 
dwelling. Facing north to the Bluegrass Road, the residence displays a symmetrical appearance across 
the three-bay front (north) facade; heavily adorned with .Italianate features, including single and paired 
brackets along the cornice, dentils and tall narrow windows. The beaded wood central entry is flanked 
by sidelights and headed by a transom, surrounded by an architectural treatment with Corinthian 
columns flanked by Doric pilasters supporting an enriched entablature. The entry is fronted by a central, 
early twentieth century, one-story Classical Revival porch in the Corinthian order, with Corinthian columns, 
brick corner piers and a modillion cornice surmounted by a turned balustrade. Original 9/9 sash 
windows are separated on the front facade by double strip pilasters, each having a single inset groove 
and being capped by rounded stone caps which curve in below each bracket above. The water table 
supports the pilaster by curving out below each one. Side elevations have four regularly spaced 9/6 sash 
windows on each floor, separated by single pilasters similar to those on the front. The two-story, rear ell, 
although lower, is treated with similar decorative features with two blind windows found on each floor 
between the pilasters of the south end wall. Along the east wall of the ell, a two-story porch, enclosed 
in the late-nineteenth century, is supported on square brick piers. The entire building is surrounded by 
a stone water table and bracketed.cornice. The. roof is pierced by four chimneys, two flanking the 
passage on either side, heating the four main rooms on each floor.
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The interior plan features a center hall on each floor, flanked by four rooms. A corner open 
stringer stair in the central hall is highly carved with beadwork, having a marble newel post. A nineteenth 
century wallpaper mural surrounds the first and second story hallways. Small arched marble mantels are 
found in the front parlors of the first story with elaborate walnut door and window surrounds, pldstered 
molding and a Corinthian column screen with pocket doors. Many doors and windows have eared trim 
with dentil cornices. Along the rear ell is the original stone-lined fireplace, constructed as part of the 
main residence in the early 1850s with brick walls. A second enclosed staircase between the kitchen and 
a parlor leads to the second story servants' quarters in the second story ell. The second story of the main 
block was altered with the addition of modern bathrooms in the mid-twentieth century, however, retains 
all original woodwork and functions.

2.) Approximately twenty feet southwest of the main residence is an unusual earthen-clad 
icehouse (contributing building) with a stone-lined vaulted pit to the east, a small brick-vaulted cellar to 
the west, and a central stone chimney. Constructed at the same time as the main residence, the building 
is entered on either side with the deep stone-vaulted pit (facing the main residence) entered via a door 
along the step-gabled parapet wall of rock-faced ashlar. The shape of the structure is oval, measuring 
approximately 20 feet on either side. The function of the building is perhaps best described in an oral 
history given by Theresa Worthington McMakin who grew up on the property:

"We had an old-fashioned ice house in the yard, not far from the house, 
where we gathered ice in the winter and stored it under straw to use in 
the summer. The dairy was behind the ice and as it melted it trickled 
down to cool the dairy (Doyle, 1988)."

3.) The front of the nominated property, along the Bluegrass Lane is lined with a late- 
nineteenth century crenelated rock wall (contributing structure) with a pair of mortared rock gateposts 
along the entry drive.

4.) Surrounding the domestic yard area is a three plank fence (contributing structure) with 
ovalisk concrete gateposts and a vertical plank swinging gate, dating to the late-nineteenth or turn of 
the twentieth century. A circular driveway fronting the main residence is entered through the gateposts,
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5.) Along the eastern boundary of the domestic yard is a late-twentieth century, in-ground 
swimming pool (non-contributing structure), sitting in close proximity to the enclosed east elevation two- 
story porch of the main residence.

6.) . The acreage fronting the domestic complex is covered with a natural woodland savannah 
(contributing site), described by Worsham as "...one of the county's largest wooded areas (Worsham, 
1991)." Native trees include, but are not limited to, maples, oaks and sycamores.

7.) Along the driveway leading through the savannah to the main residence is an circular 
indentation, reputedly the brick kiln site (contributing site) during construction of the main residence. The 
area measures approximately twenty (20) feet in diameter. Theresa Worthington McMakin 
(granddaughter of Charles T. Worthington) states "(t)he bricks were burned on the place and they were 
burned three times in order to please my grandfather...(they) were supposedly burned at the place in 
the Avenue where there is a depression (Doyle, 1988: 1)."

8.) Beside the swimming pool is a mid to late-twentieth century formal garden (non- 
contributing site) in a U-shape. The garden is not known to have followed an early garden pattern.
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8. Statement of Significance:

The Charles T. Worthington Farm (BO-304) is located on the southwest side of Gentry Lane (State 
Route 1915) near the Boyle/Mercer County line in north-central Boyle County. The main residence, 
constructed c. 1855, is architecturally significant on a local level under Criterion C as a fine example of 
Italiante period domestic architecture. Especially noteworthy is the ensemble of woodwork throughout 
the dwelling as well as the Italianate features (brackets, pilasters, dentils, narrow windows, etc.) that 
remain very similar to the facade of the Danville Asylum for the Deaf. The period of significance for the 
property is c. 1855, the beginning date of construction of the center-hall dwelling, with a significant date 
being c. 1967, the estimated date of the one-story west walPwing.

Nominated as part of a Multiple Property Listing entitled "Historic and Architectural Resources in 
Boyle County, Kentucky" the property is significant within the context "Domestic Architecture in Boyle 
County, 1780-1945". The initial 36Q acres of the property were purchased by 31 year old Charles T. 
Worthington in 1850, valued between $10,800 and $12,750.00 (the former figure was given in the 1850 
Agricultural Census of Bovle County while the latter appears in the 1850 Boyle County Census!. Also in 
1850, three Irish stonemasons were listed as residents on the property. A decade later, in 1860, three 
different Irish stonemasons were listed on the property, no doubt involved in the construction of the main 
residence and icehouse (1850 and 1860 Censuses of Bovle County).

By the time construction began on the main residence in 1855, the Italianate style was a new 
phenomena in Boyle County, due in large part to the initialization of the Danville Asylum for the Deaf. As 
is documented in the associated context within this MPF, it is interesting to note the similarities in style, 
ornamentation and plan between the Worthington House and the school. Charles Worthington's influence 
as a prestigous farmer and state representative afforded he and his family the need for such an affluent 
home and surrounding acreage.
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10. Geographical Data:

Verbal Boundary Description:
The Charles T. Worthington Farm is located on the southwest corner of Gentry Land (State Route 
1915), in close proximity to the Boyle/Mercer County line in north-central Boyle County. The 
nominated property includes all buildings, structures and sites historically associated with the 
construction of the main residence in the 1850s. The property is identified by the dotted area 
within Parcel 8 on the accompanying Boyle County Property Identification Map 27, located in the 
Boyle County Property Valuation Administration Office. The map has a scale of 1" = 600'.

Boundary Justification:
The nominated property is historically associated with an agricultural landscape comprised of 
over 500 acres. The agricultural acreage is not included in this nomination, however, due to 
changes in patterns, usage and associated buildings. The nominated boundary begins at the 
rock fence line along Gentry Lane and extends south to the rear of the main residence, bounded 
by natural tree lines to the east and west and a plank board fence to the south, including 
approximately 20 acres. Included in the nomination are two buildings, four structures, two sites 
and one site, historically associated with the Worthington property.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Charles T. Worthington House (BO-304)

PHOTOS BY: Amanda Bradley
Burry & Amos, Inc.
926 Main Street
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

DATE: July, 1997

Front (northeast) facade of main residence, facing southwest
1 of 8

Northwest elevation of main residence, facing east
2 of 8

Southeast elevation of main residence, facing north
3 of 8

Central passage of main residence
4 of 8

Parlors in main residence
5 of 8

Icehouse, facing west
6 of 8

Icehouse, facing east
7 of 8

f.' '

Overview of domestic yard, facing -southwest
8 of 8
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