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1. Name 
historic Hancock Cemetery 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number Hancock Street in Quincy Square not for publication 

city, town Quincy vicinity of, congressional district ILth. 

state MSiSsachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code ; 021 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 

X site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
worl< in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

. X yes: unrestricted 
1 no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 

. industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other: cemetery 

4. Owner of Property 
name City of Quindy 

street & number F*ublic Burial Places, 20 Sea Street 

city, town QlJi"Cy vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds/Norfolk County Registry 

street & number Pemberton Square/650 High Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

date 
1971 

federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H is to r i ca l Conmission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X- unaltered X- original site 
good ruins altered moved date 

X_ fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Hancock Cemetery is a grassy, wooded plot of slightly more than two acres in the civic 
and commerical center of Quincy. I t lies west of Hancock Street and east of the former Old 
Colony Railroad line. The Quincy City Hall (NR 1980) fonns its northern bound while the 
First Parish Church Unitarian (NHL, 1970) stands across the street. 

The site is trapezoidal in plan with a 225' frontage on Hancock Street which is marked by 
an ornamental mid-19th century cast iron fence set on a low cut granite retaining wall. 
This is interrupted by two-symmetrically placed entrances consisting of granite posts which 
support cast iron arches bearing gold leafed mottos. The southerly entrance reads "Dust 
Thou Art And Unto Dust Thy Shall Return"while that to the north reads "This Mortal Shall 
Put On Immortality." 

Mature hardwood trees along with a variety of flowering shrubs are clustered throughout the 
ground which is crisscrossed by wandering asphalt covered paths. Stones, dating from the 
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries are laid out at random; the earliest are generally of slate 
while those built dating after 1820 are usually marble or granite. Family tombs which are 
built into the banked sides of the cemetery, date primarily from the early 19th century. 
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There is an impressive monument to Dr. Leonard Hoard, the colorful third President of 
Harvard College. The large number of Revolutionary War soldiers buried here are commemor­
ated by a modern monument bearing their names. 

While a wide range of eschatological motifs are represented on the stones in Hancock 
Cemetery, the most artistically significant is the Cleaverly marker of 1703. This is one 
of the relatively sophisticated late 17th-century and early 18th-century stones located 
on the south banks of the Charles River which were initialed J.N. by their carver. "J.N." 
appears to have used refine engravings rather than rough woodcuts as his artistic models 
and was creative enough to introduce a number of new devices such as peacocks (appearing 
on the Cleaverly stone), qadrooned urns, inhabited zoomorphic scrolls, and the Danons 
and Tritions which ornament his most representative stones. Other J.N. stones are located 
in Marshfield, Duxbury, Roxbury, and Newton. 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Ludwig, Allan I . "Graven Images" Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, Connecticut, 1966. 



Name HuJ^r\<p(.k ^-jv.ry: 
dnr-3 

State, CoyiTiX^ h^nrlnj/i^ 
Working Number / p 

^Nomina ti CHI 
Determination of Eligiblity 

On Nomination Form 

7 

Fed Norn or Request—Agency 
Federal Register Date ^'V' X?^ 

Within: 
Multiple Resource Area 
"I^matic Group 

Maps 
Photos JZ. 

Nomination prepared by: 
j;;;̂ State Staff 

Local 
"Mother 

__Bldg(s) 
^x'Site 

Object 
Structure 
District 

Action: - J y:v ,̂  1 ;i3tbi' Check if Appropriate: 
c ^ C C E P T fn-v/s'-^ state Request for Review 

RETURN Keeper's Decision to Review 
REJECT 2nd Return 

L Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)" 

IL Evaluation of Nomination 
Good 

Adequate 
Poor Comments 

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

3. Concepts/Integrity 

4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boundaries 

6. Contextual Evaluation 

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary): 

Reviewer/Date 

National Park Service 

See Attached 

U.S. Department of the Literior 















COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 
i _ l | C T r | R I P A I Boston, Massachusetts 

-^»^^ n i O l u n i O M L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY -
C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

15 December 1981 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 ' 

'••••̂ .SSfts*̂ ;*..-

Dear Ms. Shull, - ; 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

"--Quincy: Hancock Cemetery (national) 
North Attleborough: Falls Fire Station (local) 
Adams: Park Street Fire Hou^e (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 4?: -fe • . / >.. 

Candac 
Regist 

SaS;;,; , ; • ''fife-/.''.; 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE HAggACHOSHTS 

Date Entered ' 

Ncune 

Haneottk Cmmtmry 

Location 

QuliMy 
Mbrfolk temty 

Peek Strwit FlnbQttM 
B«x1whlr« County 

Firs Bam North AttldM>rott|̂  
Bristol Oovaty 

Also Notifie d 

Honorable Paul E. Tsongaa 
Bonorabla Edward M. KoaiMdy 
Honorabla Brian J. Domally 
Bonorabla Silvio 0. Conta 
Honorabla Mtrtarot M. Hacklar 

Mid-Atlantic Ragion, NPS 
North Atlantic Raglon, NPS 

Stata Biatorle Praoanraitioa Offiaor 
Mro. Patrieia L. VasUvski 
laaeati^ Diroetor, Hooaoch—atta 
Hiatorieal Coaalaaioa 

294 Uaahlactoa Straat 
Boatoa, Maaaaehnoatta 02108 

NR Eady/mc 2/10/82 
c2 "1 <3 3̂ '̂  7 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343 6401. 


