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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bounded by Jefferson, Sunmt, Minroe and Vter Streets, the wedge-shaped
block of early commercial brick buildings was built between 1862 and
1897.  Fort Industry Square, a collection of Victorian facades facing
downt own Tol edo, is typical of many conmercial blocks foimd throughout
the m dwest.

Al'l eleven buildings arefour storied, though of varying heights and
widths. Qn the northwest conmer, itstwohalves differentiated by paint
color, is thelargest of the buildings. Above the ground level thereare
recessed three-story ranks of windows. The second andthird stories
have flat arched w ndows, while the fourth story has unusual ocul ar

wi ndows. The cornice has heavy, curved brackets between each rank of
windows. On the groind level there aretwo storefronts. The corner one
has been renodel ed with classical detail while thesecond has original
cast iron colums.

Along the rest of the block, onthe Summt Street side, al |l of the ground
level storefrontshave been "nodernized". The buildings, all different,
provide a variety of Victoriandesign. Toward the center of the block

is a Renai ssance design with heavy nol ding and ornanental detail. The
tall, arched windows onthe topthree stories of this buildinghave

stone hoodnol ds. Further toward the southeast end of the block is a
narrow bui |l dingwith pedimented roofline, athree-part arched w ndow on
the fourth story and three single arched windows on the third story.

The Fort Industry block is presently designated for clearance andre-

devel opnent as a parking | ot by the Tol edo Urban Redevel opnent Associ ati on.
They have agreed, however, toanmend their plans based on reuse of the block
by local private developers. Plans have been devel oped proposing an old
town devel opment t orestore the block, renmoving nost of the 20th century
alterations. The buildings will be leased t ocomercial proprietorsfor
use as restaurants, entertainment andretail shops. The upper |evels

will also be used for offices and studios. Designation as a National

Regi ster property woul d provide added inpetus for the project.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Industry Square, in the center of Toledo's early territorial, civic
and commercial history, stands on the exact |ocation of the stockade

and bl ockhouse of Fort Industry which was built toenforce the Treaty

of Greenville (1795). Toledo's first harbor and shipbuildingstarted
in 1820 at t hefoot of the site, and, with the advent of the Erie Canal,
the area by the waterfront becane t hefocal point for shipping and
conmer ce.

Nearly every type of business maintained operations inthis early
comercial district. Breckenridge ™ Co., hardware dealers, M C O Brien,
wine 5 1iquor inporters, the Enpire Transportation ., F. Hubbard § Qo.,
hide S leather dealers, and Herrman Brothers Millinery, are exanplesof
busi nesses located inthe Fort Industry block i n1888. o\

Today, a candy conpany, real estate firm pawn shop, restaurant, and
electrical supply firmare among the firms [ocated in the block. Jon

Fort Industry Square, fronting on both Summt and Vter Streets, will
provide places and activities of interest for Tol edoans and visitorsto
the central business district wheni tis restored. Thebuildings,
exanpl es of Victorian business architecture, aresignificant in Toledo' s
early commercial history. =
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As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
(evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significanceof this nominationis:
National « State - Local
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name ANy~ County, State Reference Number
Fort Industry Square My Lucas County, OH 73001501
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Nomination Form
_X_ Photographs (1)

USGSMap






National Register of Historic Places

Note to the record

Additional Documentation: 2019






United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
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Fort Industry Square Historic District (Additional Documentation) Lucas, Ohio
Name of Property County and State

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

___determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
__removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Private: X
Public — Local

Public — State X
Public — Federal
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National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Fort Industry Square Historic District (Additional Documentation)
Name of Property

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 2
1
1 3

buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register

Lucas, Ohio
County and State

10

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Commerce/Trade - Business
Financial Institution
Specialty Store
Restaurant
Domestic - Hotel
Warehouse
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Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Vacant/Not in Use
Commerce/Trade - business

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Late Victorian
Italianate
Modern Movement
Moderne

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: _brick, timber, glass, aluminum, concrete,
sandstone, limestone
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

AMENDMENT OVERVIEW

The original Fort Industry Square Historic District National Register nomination (listed 7/23/73,
NR #73001501) included a city block of Toledo, of just over one acre in size, roughly bounded
by Jefferson Avenue, North Summit Street, Monroe Street and Water Street. The district is a
block west of the Maumee River, and was once part of a large commercial area on both sides of
Summit Street extending several blocks to the north and south. The Fort Industry Square Historic
District nomination included eleven buildings, and none of the buildings were designated as
contributing or non-contributing. The buildings in the district are all commercial buildings, used
as both wholesale and retail establishments when first constructed.

The Fort Industry Square Historic District National Register nomination of 1973 named the
Period of Significance as 1862-1897 and named the Areas of Significance for the district as
“Architectural” and “Commerce.” Later, during the period of development spanning 1897-1940,
the existing buildings on the Fort Industry Square block of North Summit Street underwent many
renovations to their storefronts. Most properties in the district renovated their storefronts during
the 1920s, 30s and 40s in order to modernize with the times. By 1973, when the National
Register of Historic Place nomination was written, it stated that *...on the Summit Street side, all
of the ground level storefronts have been ‘modernized’.”* Except for historic alterations to 118-
124 and 152 North Summit none of these earlier twentieth-century modernizations remain today
as all of the properties were renovated again in 1978-1981.

There are two renovations that remain in the historic district that are from the expanded period of
significance (1897-1940). Most significant is the consolidation of four 1870s-era buildings under
one broad fagade at 118-124 North Summit Street in the mid-1930s. The combined properties are
unified in a Moderne-style limestone facade. Another significant renovation in the expanded
period of significance was the new northern and southern entrances at 152 North Summit Street
for a bank during the 1920s. Although the both of these properties have been again renovated
over the years, they retain historic integrity in their overall character as Toledo’s Summit Street
late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century commercial structures.

' Klimoski, Gretchen, Fort Industry Square Historic District, National Register Nomination, listed 7/23/73.
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This amendment provides additional documentation for the Fort Industry Square Historic District
nomination listed in the National Register in 1973. This form provides the following types of
additional documentation.

1.

It provides descriptive and historical information for a building in the district located at
118-124 North Summit Street. The 1973 National Register nomination form did not
distinguish between contributing and non-contributing properties in the Fort Industry
Square Historic District. This amendment provides information documenting the building
at 118-124 Summit Street as contributing to the district’s historic character.

It provides additional documentation of the district’s historic significance expanding the
Period of Significance to 1940. When the original nomination was prepared the Period of
Significance was defined as 1862-1897 because a major period of development that
resulted in most of the district’s largest buildings ended at about the turn-of-the-
nineteenth-century. This amendment expands the district’s period of significance to 1940
to reflect the continued development and renovations that occurred in the Fort Industry
Square district after 1897 and especially from the early twentieth-century.

The amendment describes major additions and changes to the buildings in the district that
have occurred between 1897 and 1940 that remain in place today. Changes within the
historic district occurring since the district was listed in the National Register are
described below.

The boundaries of the existing historic district are not being changed, but the contributing and
non-contributing building counts are being created to reflect inclusion of the building at 118-124
North Summit Street, renovated in the mid-1930s. The end date of 1940 marks the end of
substantial development in the district. Two non-contributing buildings were constructed in the
district in the 1984-85 timeframe. One non-contributing object was added to the district in the
1978-87 timeframe.

Original NRN Amended NRN

Period of Significance: 1862-1897 1862-1940
Previously Listed Contributing Buildings: 11

New Contributing Building: 1
Non-Contributing Objects: 1

Narrative Description

SECTION 7 - DESCRIPTION OF ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

During the expanded period of significance (1897-1940), there are two properties that were
significantly renovated in that time frame and now include historic physical characteristics that

Section 7 page 6
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need to be described in detail. The first property is the Holmes Building at 118-124 North
Summit and the other is 144-152 North Summit. The other contributing buildings in the Fort
Industry Square District do not include character-defining features from the expanded period of
significance.

The comprehensive 1978-85 Fort Industry Square renovation project included every property on
the entire block of the historic district. At that time, the project renovated each of the buildings’
storefronts, installed new mechanical systems, replaced windows, doors, roofs, and much of each
building’s interior was upgraded to contemporary standards. At that time, a corridor was created
on both the Water Street side and the Summit Street side to connect all of the Fort Industry
Square properties together with the other properties on the block. Architectural elements from
other historic Toledo buildings were installed inside the buildings at Fort Industry Square for
decorative effect. Except for the changes to the storefronts, the exterior appearances of the
buildings have not changed significantly since nomination was listed. Building alterations
occurring during the expanded period of significance are described below.

Historic Integrity

The overall integrity of the Fort Industry Square Historic District is very good because the
historic properties, constructed between 1862 and the mid-1930s, retain the majority of their
character-defining features. The storefront-level renovations of 1978-85 comprise a fractional
percentage of the overall character of the buildings today. Original character-defining features
such as the cornices, decorative brickwork, keystones, brick facing, cast stone lintels and sills are
mostly all in place. A few properties retain original storefront elements such as cast-iron columns
and pilasters. These details, along with the historic massing and scale of the historic buildings,
and their relationship to one another within the block conveys their significance as a
concentration of commercial properties reflecting the development of downtown Toledo from
mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth century.

New Contributing Property

118-124 North Summit Street

Holmes Building Contributing
Pre-1888 addresses: 62, 64, 66 and 68 North Summit Street

Built: 1869 — 1880s

Alterations: mid 1930s

The building at 118-124 North Summit Street (the Holmes Building) is a three-story limestone,
masonry and steel-frame construction commercial building. The rear elevation (Water Street),
the building is four stories due to the slope of the land towards the river. An addition on the roof
was constructed in 1981, increasing the height of the property to five stories when viewed from
the rear fagade (Water Street). For the purpose of this document the property will be referred to
as having its main facade - North Summit Street - to the west, Jefferson Avenue to the north,
Monroe Street to the south, and Water Street to the east.

Section 7 page 7
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118-124 North Summit Street is in the center of the Fort Industry Square historic district. The
rear (east) elevation faces Water Street, historically providing loading access at the back of the
building. The building fills the lot line and is adjacent to commercial structures to the north and
the south. The adjacent property to the south is 116 North Summit Street and 128 North Summit
Street is the adjacent property to the north. The grade of the property slopes eastward towards the
Maumee River and creates a basement lower-level on the Water Street elevation.

The Holmes Building, at 118-124 North Summit Street, is different from other properties in the
Fort Industry Square Historic District because it is the result of a renovation in about 1936 which
combined four existing historic buildings (118, 120, 122 and 124 North Summit Street) into one
building. The facades of the historic 1869-1870s era buildings were removed, and a new facade
was created. Today, the Holmes Building measures approximately eighty feet along North
Summit Street.

The North Summit Street facade was designed in the Moderne style in approximately 1936 and
is arranged in four bays of grouped windows. The grouped windows on the second and third
floors were installed in the 1981 renovation of the building. There are four vertical windows with
a horizontal transom above, in each group. The west facade (Summit Street) is clad in limestone
ashlar blocks. A projecting limestone sill is beneath each window group. At the roofline, there
are two raised panels containing the name "HOLMES" inscribed in a plaque at the north and
south sides of the facade (at 118 Summit and at 124 Summit Street). There is projecting coping
of limestone at the roofline.

The building's first-floor level on North Summit Street is faced with limestone ashlar cladding.
A wide projecting water table between the first-floor storefront level and second floor is also of
limestone. The storefront windows have rounded corners at the top edges and this makes them
unusual from the other storefronts on the block. The storefronts are comprised of dark brown
aluminum with large plate glass display windows, and three horizontal transom windows above.
The entry doors are of glass and aluminum with a horizontal transom window above. A bulkhead
of cast stone is at the base of the building. There are recessed storefront entrances at each of the
four bays. The storefront entrances are tiled with dark brown ceramic tile.

The rear (east) elevation faces Water Street and the former loading docks and shipping district.
The change in grade from Summit Street to Water Street creates a taller rear side, four stories
tall, with the addition creating a fifth story. The building's brick has been painted dark red, and
the windows were replaced in the 1981 renovation. The common brick is laid in a running bond
pattern. There are tall, narrow windows in twelve bays. Segmental brick arches above the
windows have been painted white, as are the sills. The new brown aluminum windows are a
single pane with a false mullion replicating double-hung windows. There are two entrances on
the Water Street elevation. The middle entry door is accessed by stepping down three stairs to
the basement level. It is a deeply recessed entry with new glass and dark brown aluminum
double doors that lead to the former tenant space. The northern door is a glass and brown
aluminum single entry door at the northern side of the building (formerly 124 North Summit
Street) and it is flush with the brick elevation. At each side of the entry are short brick knee walls
that are in poor condition. There is cast-stone coping at the roof level, and a black wrought-iron
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fence runs across the rear on the coping. The fence runs from the adjacent property to the south
to the adjacent property to the north.

At the center of the Water Street elevation, a fire escape (dating from 1983) covering three
window bays runs from the fourth to second floors. At the first-floor level, the fire escape ladder
extends to the south over two windows. A wood enclosure for a trash dumpster is adjacent to the
entrance at 124 North Summit Street. There are three drain pipes running down the rear (Water
Street) elevation from the roofline into the ground-level grade. There are round brown metal
anchor bolts at each floor in various locations. The building has a flat roof at both the addition
and the original roof. A skylight is in the center of the addition roof, installed in the renovation of
1981.

In 1981, the building had an addition installed on the roof, creating a set-back fourth-floor level
(when viewed from the North Summit Street side). The addition is set back from the west front
of the building (North Summit Street) by eleven feet, and it is set back from the east elevation
(Water Street) by twelve feet. The addition runs from north to south to the adjacent walls of the
buildings to the north and south. The addition has sliding doors accessing the east side of the
historic building roof, now a roof deck. The addition connects through to the building to the
south at 116 North Summit Street and to the building at 126 North Summit Street. The addition
has a flat roof and is constructed of steel frame and siding. There are single-pane windows on
each side of the addition, and the roofline and front of the addition on the west side reflects the
same design and materials as the historic building below.

Previously Listed Contributing Property with alterations during expanded POS

144-152 North Summit Street Contributing Building
Renovation of 1920s

The building at 144-152 North Summit Street is a four-story red brick, timber and cast iron
construction commercial building. (For the purpose of this document the property will be
referred to as having its main facade - North Summit Street - to the west, Jefferson Avenue to the
north, and Water Street to the east.)

144-152 North Summit Street's prominent three street elevations are the anchor of the block
comprising the Fort Industry Square Historic District. The Summit Street facade is 72 feet in
length. The rear (east) elevation faces Water Street, providing loading access at the back of the
building. The building fills the lot line and is adjacent to a commercial structure to the south. On
the north, there is a strip of grass is at the curb of Jefferson Street to the property line.

Sometime in the 1920s, after a change in tenants, the northern storefront (beneath the five most
northern bays of the facade) was renovated by a bank. The renovation incorporated Renaissance
Revival style detailing at two entrance door surrounds. There is an entrance door surround at the
north and at the center of the building's front. Each sandstone entrance surround includes an
entablature held by two bracketed cornices, metal anthemion above, and a transom window
surrounded by stone with a large foliated crest centered over the top of the entrance. The crest in
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each door surround holds a relief of a beehive, symbolizing thrift and industry. This significant
renovation is one of the character-defining features of the building at 144-152 North Summit
Street.

The building at 144-152 North Summit Street was renovated in 1979 and a new storefront-level
brick fagade was installed. Three long vertical arched windows are between brick piers. The
sandstone bank entrances were left intact although new dark brown aluminum transom windows
and glass double doors were installed. The building at 144-152 North Summit Street remains a
contributing property to the Fort Industry Square historic district.

Non-Contributing Properties and Object

106-108 North Summit Street Non-Contributing Building
Built: 1984
Architects: Associated Planners, Inc., Toledo

When the Fort Industry Square Historic District was nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1973, the site of a historic building at 106-108 North Summit Street had been
cleared and was vacant property. In 1984, a new four-story building at 106-108 North Summit
Street was constructed. The new building (60” x 100”) was constructed in the scale and massing
of the other historic buildings on the block as was directed by the National Park Service,
Technical Preservation Services Division, Architectural Historian, H. Ward Jandl.? Built of
structural steel, concrete block masonry and pre-cast concrete, the new building incorporated the
historic limestone facade of the former Brand Building (1874) which was originally located
several blocks away in downtown Toledo at 120-124 St. Clair Street. The building is a non-
contributing structure, due to its age of construction.

104 North Summit Street Non-Contributing Building
Built: 1985
Architects: Associated Planners Inc., Toledo

In 1985 a four-story steel-frame building was designed to fill the last, narrow 25-foot wide space
at the southern-most lot at 104 North Summit Street at the northeast corner of Monroe Street.
The building is faced in dark red brick with punched window openings at the first, second, third
and fourth floors. The building has a pedestrian bridge at the second-story level connecting it to
the SeaGate Convention Center building across the street. This is a non-contributing structure,
due to its age of construction.

2 Drake, Jeffrey L., Fort Industry Square, letter and meeting minutes to Charles Fisher, Heritage Conservation Service, U. S. Department of
Interior, March 16, 1981.
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Clock — Non-Contributing Object

On the North Summit Street sidewalk directly in front of 144 Summit Street is a freestanding
cast-iron sidewalk clock. The twenty-foot tall clock has a rectangular base, fluted column and
four-sided face. At the top of the clock is a cast-iron round-ball finial. The sidewalk clock was
built in 1913 by E. Howard & Company of Boston, Massachusetts. The clock was originally
installed on the sidewalk in front of a downtown Toledo jewelry store, and over the years, the
clock was moved to different locations. The clock was restored and re-erected at Fort Industry
Square in June 1978. The clock is a non-contributing object since it was moved into the historic
district outside the period of significance and was not historically part of the Fort Industry
Square historic district.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

% C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Architecture
Commerce

Period of Significance
1862-1940

Significant Dates
1862
1897
1936

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Miller, Charles C.
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The original Fort Industry Square Historic District National Register nomination (NR
#73001501) was listed on July 23, 1973. The historic district was nominated under Areas of
Significance of Architecture and Commerce, reflecting commercial development of downtown
Toledo during the second half of the nineteenth century. The historic district was nominated as a
significant concentration of historic commercial buildings located a block west of the Maumee
River, near Toledo’s first harbor and later site of the canal, becoming an important area for
shipping and commerce. The original nomination listed 1862-1897 as the Period of Significance
and included a city block of Toledo, of just over one acre in size, roughly bounded by Jefferson
Avenue, North Summit Street, Monroe Street and Water Street. The Fort Industry Square
Historic District included eleven buildings, and none of the buildings were designated as
contributing or non-contributing. The buildings in the district are all commercial buildings, used
as both wholesale and retail establishments when first constructed.

The amendment for the Fort Industry Square expands the Period of Significance to 1940,
reflecting additional growth of the district during the early twentieth century, represented
through significant changes and additions to the buildings in the district. Additionally, the
amendment reexamined the boundaries of the original district and evaluated the properties in the
district as contributing and non-contributing.

The 100 block of North Summit Street, now known as Fort Industry Square, is significant to the
commercial development of Toledo in the years before and immediately after the Civil War.
Additionally, during the period of development spanning 1897-1940, the buildings on the 100
block of North Summit Street underwent many renovations. Several properties in the district
renovated their storefronts during the 1920s-1940. Most notable was the consolidation of four
existing 1870s-era buildings under one broad fagade at 118-124 North Summit Street in the mid-
1930s. The E. P. Farrell Furniture Manufacturing and Upholstery Company was the main tenant
at the time of the renovation. The new facade represents the investment in downtown Toledo’s
retail center and the forward design of the late Moderne style.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

ADDITIONAL HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE:

Toledo Economic History in the Twentieth Century

In the 1890s Toledo’s greatest architectural era started with the construction of skyscrapers,
grand theaters, department stores and a new luxury hotel downtown. The innovations of steel-

framed and reinforced concrete construction were revolutionizing architecture, and new
buildings were replacing structures from the antebellum era. Toledo was one of the only cities in
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the Midwest whose economy grew throughout the economic depression of 1893-1898. A bicycle
craze set Toledo’s wheel and metal shops humming with activity, and with the opening of
Libbey-Owens Glass Company, Ford Plate Glass Company, and iron and steel manufacturers in
the city, Toledo outpaced most other midsized cities in industrial and population growth as the
nineteenth century drew to a close. In the years leading up to World War I, manufacturing
evolved from bicycles to automobiles and from cutting elegant glass punch bowls to blowing
most of the nation’s bottles and light bulbs. Commercial trade changed from oil speculating to
supplying machinery and hardware to the oil drillers. By the 1920s, Toledo’s rate of growth in
manufacturing employment led the United States.® By the mid-1920s, Toledo had enjoyed three
decades of booming growth and was the third largest city in Ohio.

Architecturally, Toledo continued to grow in the twentieth-century. By 1926 there were seventy-
nine major subdivisions and hundreds of additional lots for single-family homes in development.
It is estimated that by the end of the decade, enough lots were platted to house a population of
over one million, four times Toledo’s actual population. The downtown developed, grew and
became ever more popular despite wars, epidemics, strikes and even the Great Depression. The
older buildings such as the Boody House hotel were demolished and replaced by several large
metropolitan hostelries, notably the Commodore Perry hotel (1927) which included five-hundred
rooms along with its bars, restaurants, and ballrooms. A new post office and federal building
were constructed in the 1920s and the twenty-seven story Ohio Bank Building (1930) was
considered “the most splendid achievement of Toledo.”*

During the Depression Toledo used the federal Works Progress Administration program to
replace its old library with a streamlined Art Deco edifice across from the courthouse. Noted for
its glass Virtolite interior murals and wall surfaces, it is a landmark Art Deco structure. The Art
Deco Lowes Esquire movie theater was among the largest of Toledo’s movie houses and
presented films in a contemporary setting. Summit Street retailers renovated existing buildings
for twentieth century contemporary establishments as represented in the storefront and facade
changes to buildings along Summit in the Fort Industry Square Historic District. Also in the
1930s, new Summit Street retailers included the B. R. Baker Co. (built in 1931, now
demolished), S. S. Kresge (demolished), F. W. Woolworth (converted to office), Petries Clothing
(built in 1935 now renovated as office and retail), Mark Klaus fashion (built in 1944 now
demolished). In the expanded period of significance, the major department stores of the early
twentieth century updated, expanded and moved their locations. These included the prominent
stores: Lamson’s, Tiedtke’s, the Lion Store, and Lasalle’s. The large department stores such as
Lasalle’s (now renovated as mixed-use loft apartments) constructed major destination stores in
the downtown shopping district by 1927. Toledo’s Lion Store (demolished) and Lamson’s
(vacant) constructed new department stores of their own downtown in the late 1920s. These
retailers all contributed to the character of the shopping district surrounding the Fort Industry
Square historic district during the expanded period of significance.

3 Messer, Kruse, Timothy. Banksters, Bosses, and Smart Money: A Social History of the Great Toledo Bank Crash of 1931, Ohio State
University Press, Columbus, Ohio, 2004, p. 5.
4 Kopytek, Bruce Allen. Toledo’s Three Ls: Lamson’s, Lion Store and Lasalle’s. History Press, South Carolina, 2013, p. 11.
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Toledo’s Downtown Retail

In the mid-1800s, North Summit Street became the main retail business and commercial
thoroughfare in Toledo. Electric street cars ran the length of the street, and Summit Street was
often the venue for parades and civic events.® The Fort Industry Square block (North Summit
Street between Monroe Street and Jefferson Avenue) contained a variety of retailers in the late
nineteenth century. At that time, the block had five dealers in wines and liquors, leather dealers,
a tea and tobacco merchant, sewing machine dealers, two cigar factories, and a pet shop. During
the 1898-1908 era (part of the expanded period of significance) the Fort Industry Square block
retail tenants evolved to reflect the increased wealth of Toledo residents as well as the shopping
habits of the time. Tenants included men’s clothing retailers, Sanford’s pet store, a furniture
retailer, an American Express shipping office, a hotel, and wholesale liquor sales.

At the turn-of-the-century, North Summit Street developed as an area identified with upscale
retail business, and as the three large department stores (LaSalle’s, The Lion Store and
Lamson’s) expanded. By the late 1920s, the department stores moved away from the established
retail zone on Summit Street. The streets further from the Maumee River gained prominence as
destination department stores moved to Huron and St. Clair Streets. At the southern end of
Summit Street was W. L. Milner & Company (1906). The Milner store would close in 1928. An
article in the Toledo News-Bee about the demise of the Milner’s department store speculated
about the reasons for the lack of success at its location on the southern end of Summit Street:

Trade continued to shift north on Summit Street and west on Adams Street and in a few
years the Milner store suffered from a type of isolation that cannot be foreseen or
prevented but can easily be analyzed after it has taken place... the retail section of a city
starts a rapid shift to another neighborhood.®

The history of Toledo’s large department stores reflects the expansion of the retail downtown. In
1865 the Lamson Brothers Company opened its doors at 319 Summit Street in a small structure
similar to those in Fort Industry Square. Because of the growth of Toledo, clothing and dry
goods businesses were booming. The Lamson Company store expanded numerous times, and by
1899 it occupied almost the entire block at Summit Street and Adams (just three blocks from
Fort Industry Square). The Lasalle & Koch department store began at 51 Summit Street in 1865.
At that time, the majority of the retail stores in Toledo were based on Summit Street. By 1900
the Lasalle’s department store moved to a new building at Jefferson and Superior streets — and
expanded that building again in 1928. The move by Lasalle’s spread the retail district northward
away from Summit Street.”

A wealth of other businesses filled out Toledo’s downtown streets including bakeries, beauty
salons, liquor stores, hardware shops, newsstands, hat shops, and eateries of various types. These
retail businesses combined to make downtown Toledo a complete shopping center in the early
twentieth century. These stores were mostly locally owned and operated, helping to maintain the

> Speck, William D. Toledo: A History in Architecture 1835-1890, Arcadia Publishing, Chicago, IL, 2001, p. 41.
¢ Ibid.
7Kopytek, Bruce Allen, Toledo’s Three Ls, History Press, Charleston, South Carolina, 2013.
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Toledo community’s wealth. The large department stores did not function in isolation but were
part of a thriving downtown district that grew through the early twentieth century. Fort Industry
Square’s retailers were the independently-owned service businesses that supported the
surrounding downtown restaurants, bars and shops. As the downtown Toledo shopping evolved,
the Fort Industry Square block evolved as well.

The book Toledo’s Three L’s described that in the mid-1920s, Sears, Roebuck & Company
brought its chain store to Toledo. Sears opened its largest branch at the time in the former Milner
building at 145 Summit Street (demolished), directly across the street from the Fort Industry
Square block. The addition of Sears to downtown Toledo reflected the national retailers coming
to the shopping district in the mid-1920s including F. W. Woolworth’s, S. S. Kresge’s, W. T.
Grant’s, and Thom McCann. The influx of national retailers in downtown Toledo reflects that the
character of North Summit Street was evolving to house the mid to lower price-ranged stores.
The early twentieth century retail history of downtown Toledo, North Summit Street and Fort
Industry Square block all reflect the changing character of the Fort Industry Square block’s
history in the expanded Period of Significance (1897-1940). The buildings making up the Fort
Industry Square Historic District are the only remaining concentration of buildings reflecting this
evolution along this portion of Summit.

In the 1930s and 40s, small businesses in the Fort Industry Square district served downtown
Toledo. The Fort Industry Square block contained a variety of small businesses such as
Sanford’s Pet Shop, DePrisco’s Music, Gross Electric Appliances, Acme Paints and Mootz
Candy Company. The block north of the Fort Industry Square district housed small shops in
older buildings including Meeker’s Pet Shop, a Glidden Paint Store and Stone’s Luncheonette.
Across the street, Toledo’s smaller, secondary furniture stores held sway. Most of the block was
concentrated with independent furniture stores such as Johnson Brothers, Kennedy’s, Usher’s
and the Modern Furniture Company. The corner of Madison Avenue and North Summit Street
was occupied by Hertz’s Snack Bar. This 1930s and 1940s retail history of downtown Toledo,
North Summit Street and the Fort Industry Square block all reflect the changing character of the
downtown Toledo district’s history in the expanded Period of Significance (1897-1940).

Fort Industry Square Historic District

The block of buildings on North Summit Street (152-104 North Summit Street) was formally
named "Fort Industry Square™ in the renovation project of 1979. Its namesake, "Fort Industry,”
was a small United States federal trading post erected in 1805 on a bluff where Swan Creek
emptied into the Maumee River. Fort Industry was Toledo's first American settlement, and near
the North Summit Street district today. Fort Industry was built to enforce the Treaty of
Greenville (1795), and it was the site of the July 4, 1805 treaty with the chiefs of the Ottawa,
Chippewa, Pottawatomie, Shawnee, Muncie, and Delaware Native American tribes. The fort was
demolished by 1836.

The Fort Industry Square district is significant for its association with Toledo’s early commercial
development as the Maumee River was a focal point for shipping and commerce. Summit Street
roughly parallels the north bank of the Maumee River and is a four-lane road. From the 1830s -
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1890 Toledo grew from a tiny village to a thriving town. The Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad
developed a nearby riverfront parcel to transport goods from the shipping docks along the
Maumee River. A point where goods were transferred to a different mode of transportation in the
distribution chain was known as a “break in bulk point.” Every retail structure in the district once
had an unloading area and service doors on the Water Street side. [Figure #1.]

While the department stores and fashionable retailers on North Summit Street were attracting
Toledo shoppers, the properties in the 100 block of North Summit Street were a wholesaling and
shipping center. [Figure #2.] One significant example was the American Express shipping office
at 130 North Summit Street. [Figure #3.] Culturally, in the 1860s to the 1890s, the Fort Industry
Square district was rough area known for inexpensive liquor, inexpensive hotels, and wholesale
trade. Because of the proximity to the railroad, warehouses and many working-class laborers, the
properties on Summit Street were described in one report thus; ...the railroad, smoke and cheap
hotels created what one writer of the day called ““...that abject hell-hole of odium.””®

One of the odious downtown Toledo operations were gambling clubs. Gambling clubs were an
every-day part of Toledo’s commerce and exchange in the first half of the twentieth century. The
book Illegal Gambling Clubs of Toledo, documents Toledo’s established gambling clubs of the
early twentieth century. Illegal gambling in Toledo was comprised of several different
categories: the numbers racket, sports betting, slot machines and table games (craps, blackjack,
roulette, etc.) The book states: “by the early 1940s, Toledo had become known as one of the
gambling meccas of the Midwest and was considered to be running wide open. One gambling
expert called a famous Toledo club the “largest and most elaborate illegal gambling facility in
the country.”® Many gambling clubs were located just a half-block from the Fort Industry Square
historic district. For example, at Jackson and Summit Streets was the Colonial Pool Room, at 333
Y, Jefferson Street was the 313 Club, and at 241 Summit Street was Gerold’s Place. At 509
Summit Street the gambling club called Worland’s was running, as well as at 320 Monroe Street,
the location of the M&S Sports Center, and at 504 Monroe Street was “The Turf.” While none of
these documented gambling clubs were actually on the site of Fort Industry Square, they were in
a two-block radius near the Fort Industry Square district. It is likely that at least one of the Fort
Industry Square properties included a gambling club at one point in its history. None of the
downtown gambling clubs remain today.

The main rail traffic on Water Street was reduced to a single line by 1860 and it resulted in a
renovation and reconstruction of many of the North Summit Street properties. A second series of
commercial buildings were constructed between 1862 and 1897. A history report authored in
1973 stated that, “When viewed as an entire block, they presented a splendid Victorian business
ensemble.”? At that time, the Fort Industry Square block’s Summit Street facades had a variety
of signage flush to the buildings, as well as overhanging fabric awnings covering the display
windows. A few small projecting signs described the goods offered at the retailers.

8 “Meet Me at the Boody and Fort Industry Square History,” report.1973,
9 Shaffer, Terry, lllegal Gambling Clubs of Toledo, Second Edition, Happy Chipper Publishing, Toledo, OH, 2017, p. 7.
10 bid.
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Renovations to the Fort Industry Square Historic District

On North Summit Street, by the 1910 — 1920s era, the retailers wanted to present a contemporary
updated storefront design. For example, in approximately 1910 the front fagade of 130 North
Summit Street was reconstructed with a recessed entry. This renovation remains in place today.
In order to stand out from the many retailers on North Summit Street in 1910s, retailers installed
items such as the large four-sided 20-foot jeweler’s clock sited on the sidewalk in front of the
George Kapp jewelry store (413 North Summit Street). Flags, banners and projecting signs were
also used to attract shoppers. By the 1920s, the use of large vertical electric marquee signs
became popular retail signage.

As the retail buildings in the Fort Industry Square block aged, the street-level (storefront)
presence became outdated. Most of the buildings were constructed from 1860-1890. Two
buildings in the Fort Industry Square district were updated by the Gross Electric Company in the
1930s: 140 and 136 North Summit. These buildings were visually combined when a new street-
front fagade was installed on both properties. This storefront renovation re-faced the building in
structural glass block (trade names of either Carrara Glass or Vitrolite) in peach and black. Art
Deco designs and lettering in glass block reflect the stylized new fashion of the 1930s. None of
this renovation remains today.

Other storefront renovations on the Fort Industry Square block were much less dramatic. For
many of the properties, the storefront entrance was re-configured to either a side of storefront or
brought forward to the property line. Some storefront renovations were finished in wood facia
boards that covered the original prismatic glass transom windows, and some storefront
renovations installed granite bulkheads with new plate glass display windows. Most of these
storefronts were renovated again in the mid-century era and later. Photographs of the south end
of the Fort Industry Square block (110-104 North Summit Street) depict a 1930s era storefront
renovation with large display windows, covered prismatic glass transom windows and a
bulkhead of black Vitrolite panels.

The most significant renovation on the Fort Industry Square in the expanded period of
significance was the creation of the new “Holmes Building” in the mid-1930s. The Holmes
Building at 118-124 North Summit Street renovated and combined four existing 1860s-70s era
structures into one new structure in the mid-1930s. The Holmes Building’s twentieth century
renovations remain and reflect the block’s transition to more of a retail emphasis during the
expanded Period of Significance for the district.

The original buildings at 118-124 North Summit Street housed four businesses in the four
separate structures on the collective site:
e 118 North Summit Street: Union Manufacturing Co.'s "wood and willow ware" crockery
enterprise.
e 120 North Summit Street: L. Franc & Co., a wine and liquor seller (since 1869).
e 122 North Summit Street: F. Hubbard & Co.: tanners and wholesale dealer in leather,
findings, hides, pelts, & oils.
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e 124 North Summit Street: The S. L. Fraser & Co. wholesalers of fruits, oysters, and fancy
groceries.

By 1888 the retailers at these four locations included a bank, a sewing machine retailer, two
wholesale liquor sellers, and a wholesale and retail leather and findings maker. In 1895 there
were three wholesale liquor distributors in these Fort Industry Square properties.

In 1936, these four structures were unified under one broad grey limestone fagcade designed in
late Moderne style. The Moderne style incorporates geometric and simple streamlined design.
The style did not reference past historical styles of architecture and rejected nonessential
decoration. Instead, forms were simplified and a futuristic effect was emphasized. Ribbon
windows were a hallmark of the style and present in the grouped, horizontal windows at the
Holmes Building. The new Holmes Building facade represents investment in downtown
Toledo’s retail center and the forward design of the late Moderne style. The E. P. Farrell
Furniture Manufacturing and Upholstery Company was the main tenant at the time of the 1936
renovation. The E. P. Farrell (Edward Patrick Farrell [1868-1947]) Company was a furniture
upholstering firm and manufacturer of willow, reed, and fiber chairs. In 1927, E. P. Farrell was
awarded a United States patent for the “bed chair,” a precedent to the La-Z-Boy recliner chair.

It is important to note that there is another "Holmes Building"” in the Fort Industry Square block;
the building at 128 North Summit Street. This older Holmes Building’s Italianate style reflects
its date of construction is likely between 1860-1880. Therefore, the name "Holmes™ on these two
different elevations are from different eras of construction and development, separated by almost
fifty years. Research indicates that the Holmes buildings were likely the property of Mrs. Harriet
Oliver Holmes (1815-1887). Her first husband, Major James C. Hall (d. 1867) “built a large
number of the brick blocks on Summit Street,”*? according to Mrs. Holmes’ obituary. Several
lawsuits were recorded in 1875, 1877, and 1885 regarding Mrs. Holmes claim to properties in
Toledo.

In the 1960s - early 1970s era, the Holmes Building's northern tenant (at 124 Summit Street) was
the Midwest Salvage Company. [Figure #4.] The Midwest Salvage Company sold Finck's
overalls and work clothes, work shoes, jackets, electric tools, and hand tools. The Midwest
Salvage Co. had a large vertical sign on the facade for many years. A retailer by the name of
Byrne Paint was in the southern storefront in the 1960s - early 1970s era. In 1975 the southern
retail tenant was the Nu-Style Chrome Company, a service firm that specialized in upholstery
and re-chroming of kitchen-dinette suites. The Nu-Style Chrome Company also retailed factory-
outlet seats, backs, tables, chairs, bar stools, and retail cabinets. In 1975 the retail space on the
northern side of the Holmes Building was unoccupied. [Figure #5.] From the 1975 era to
approximately 2000, the majority of the downtown Toledo retail district suffered from
disinvestment, decline and vacancy.

1 United States Patent Office. Edward P. Farrell of Toledo Ohio. Bed Chair. Serial No. 212392. Application filed August 12, 1927.
12 “Death of Mrs. H. O. Holmes.” The Toledo Blade, November 1, 1887, p. 1.
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The Fort Industry Square Historic Preservation Project

In the early 1970s, the Fort Industry Square block was marked for demolition and clearance by
the Toledo Urban Redevelopment Association. Their plan was to clear the entire block for use as
a surface parking lot. In opposition to this plan, the Fort Industry Square block’s nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places was initiated by the Maumee Valley Historical Society.
The nomination was completed and approved by the National Park Service in 1973.

After negotiations, the Toledo Urban Redevelopment Association agreed to amend their plans
for demolition and allow purchase of the Fort Industry Square block by a local private
development team. The local private developers proposed to restore the block and remove the
storefront alterations of the twentieth-century.® In 1978 this major renovation project was
initiated for the entire block. The Fort Industry Square properties’ development team planned a
coordinated renovation for the block. The property owners began the “revitalization project”
with a ceremonial building scrubbing by the mayor of Toledo in 1978. At that time, the
comprehensive renovation project was initiated for each of the buildings. The project installed
new mechanical systems, replaced windows and roofs, and much of the interior was upgraded to
contemporary standards. Significantly, a corridor was created through the east and west sides of
the building at Water Street and at North Summit Street, to connect the properties with the other
Summit Street properties and the newly created elevator, stair atrium core at 136-138 North
Summit Street. Architectural elements from other Toledo buildings were installed inside the
buildings at Fort Industry Square for decorative effect.

The renovated Fort Industry Square buildings were leased to new commercial proprietors for use
as restaurants, entertainment, and retail shops at the first-story level. The interior of the upper
levels were renovated for office use. These new uses were a remarkable upgrade from the
previous tenants and symbolized the revitalization of the downtown area’s formerly shabby and
neglected properties.

In May of 1981, an incident occurred when construction workers were re-roofing the Holmes
Building and removing existing roofing materials. The roof collapsed and three workers were
injured and hospitalized.'* The renovation of the roof included a new set-back addition on the
roof to create a fourth story. Office tenants occupied the upper floors of the Holmes Building
from the 1980s through the 2000s.

The renovation and restoration work of the 1978 Fort Industry Square project saved the historic
properties in the 100 block of North Summit Street from demolition. The other historic retail
blocks of North Summit Street in downtown Toledo are mostly demolished, and Fort Industry
Square’s block of historic buildings remain an intact landmark today. The book Toledo’s Three
L’s stated;

13 Klimoski, Gretchen, Fort Industry Square; National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, June, 1973.
1472 Injured Workers Recall Collapse Of Roof, Sudden, Scary 4-Story Fall," The Toledo Blade, May 22, 1981.
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The most admired buildings on Summit Street, if not among all of Toledo’s buildings, is
Fort Industry Square, a whole block of beautifully restored low-rise buildings that
colorfully hint at Toledo’s lost past.

CONCLUSION

The proposed extension of the period of significance of the Fort Industry Square historic district
(1897-1940) captures the early twentieth-century evolution of the district. There are two
renovations that remain in the historic district that are from the expanded period of significance.
Most significant is the consolidation of four 1870s-era buildings under one broad facade at the
Holmes Building (118-124 North Summit Street) in the mid-1930s. The combined properties are
unified in a Moderne-style limestone fagcade. Another significant renovation in the expanded
period of significance was the new northern and southern entrances at 152 North Summit Street
for a bank during the 1920s. Although the both of these properties have been again renovated
over the years, they retain historic integrity in their overall character as Toledo’s Summit Street
late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century commercial structures.

The overall architectural integrity of the Fort Industry Square remains intact today. Eighty-eight
percent of the square footage in the district is occupied by historic properties; just twelve percent
IS occupied by new construction (non-contributing) properties. Storefront renovations in the
1978-1981 era removed most of the earlier twentieth-century storefront renovations. The upper
stories of the historic properties retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship of the era
in which they were first constructed. Character-defining features such as original cornices,
brickwork, cast stone details, and limestone all remain intact. Today the Fort Industry Square
historic district retains integrity of massing, scale, and materials in the retail structures’ upper
stories. The Fort Industry Square historic district represents a significant remaining historic part
of downtown Toledo’s retail evolution.
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United States Patent Office. Edward P. Farrell of Toledo, Ohio. Bed Chair. Serial No. 212392.
Application filed August 12, 1927.

Waggoner, Clark. History of City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio. New York: Munsell, 1888.

Weekly Law Bulletin and Ohio Law Journal, Volume XIIlI, p. 117.

Williams’ Toledo Directory, City Guide and Business Mirror for 1860. C. S. Williams Company.
Toledo Ohio, Anderson & Fuller publishers.

Publications

The Toledo Blade

"2 Injured Workers Recall Collapse Of Roof, Sudden, Scary 4-Story Fall," The Toledo Blade. May
22, 1981.

“Death of Mrs. H. O. Holmes.” The Toledo Blade. November 1, 1887, p. 1.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

X__preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
_X__ previously listed in the National Register
_____previously determined eligible by the National Register
_____designated a National Historic Landmark
_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
_____recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

X___ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other
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Fort Industry Square Historic District (Additional Documentation)
Name of Property

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

Lucas, Ohio
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.056

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: 41° 38’ 55~

2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):
NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting:
2. Zone: Easting:
3. Zone: Easting:
4. Zone: Easting :
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Longitude: 83° 32’ 07”

Northing:
Northing:
Northing:

Northing:
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Beginning at the intersection of the midpoints of Jefferson Avenue and Summit Street,
southwest to the intersection of Summit Street and Monroe Street, southeast to the
intersection of Monroe Street and Water Street, northeast to the intersection of Water Street
and Jefferson Avenue, northwest to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary of the Fort Industry Square historic district remains the same as the historic
district nominated in the 1973 National Register of Historic Places nomination form. This
boundary includes the entire block of commercial buildings on North Summit Street from
addresses at 152 North Summit Street to 104 North Summit Street; each is adjacent to the
other. These buildings share a history as the site of Toledo’s early commercial development.
The surrounding streets, including the west side of Summit Street, north of Jefferson Avenue
and south of Monroe Street do not retain any historic properties: all were demolished and
replaced with new construction including the SeaGate Convention Center, the former
Holiday Inn hotel, a large block-long parking structure north of Jefferson Avenue, and a
public park south of Monroe Street. To the east of Water Street are several surface parking
lots, stretching from Jefferson Avenue to Monroe Street.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Rebecca Binno Savage

organization: Kraemer Design Group

street & number: 1420 Broadway

city or town;__Detroit state: __MI zip code:__48226
e-mail__rebecca.savage@thekraemeredge.com

telephone:__(313) 965-3399 x 218

date: December 21, 2018

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
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e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Fort Industry Square

City or Vicinity: Toledo

County: Lucas State: Ohio

Photographer: Amanda Kight

Date Photographed: July 2017, March 2018, June 2018, July 2018, August 2018

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

OH_LucasCounty_FortIndustrySquareHistoricDistrict_Amendment_Photo#

Photograph 1 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street
Camera Direction: East

Photograph 2 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street
Camera Direction: South

Photograph 3 of 18

Description: 144-152 North Summit Street and streetscape
Camera Direction: Southeast
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Name of Property

Photograph 4 of 18
Description: Water Street view at Jefferson Avenue
Camera Direction: Southwest

Photograph 5 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street — Water Street elevation
Camera Direction: West

Photograph 6 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street — Water Street elevation
Camera Direction: West

Photograph 7 of 18
Description: Non-contributing clock on North Summit Street
Camera Direction: North

Photograph 8 of 18
Description: 144 North Summit Street — column base
Camera Direction: East

Photograph 9 of 18
Description: Non-contributing historic marker - Jefferson Avenue
Camera Direction: Southeast

Photograph 10 of 18
Description: Maumee River, Water Street at Jefferson Avenue
Camera Direction: North

Photograph 11 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street view of storefronts
Camera Direction: South

Photograph 12 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street
Camera Direction: East

Photograph 13 of 18
Description: 144-152 North Summit Street
Camera Direction: East
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Photograph 14 of 18
Description: Pedestrian Bridge
Camera Direction: Northeast

Photograph 15 of 18
Description: North Summit Street view
Camera Direction: South

Photograph 16 of 18
Description: Corner of Monroe Street and Water Street
Camera Direction: Northeast corner

Photograph 17 of 18
Description: Water Street facade of 108 North Summit Street building
Camera Direction: East

Photograph 18 of 18
Description: 106-108 North Summit Street building
Camera Direction: Southeast

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Figure 1: Fort Industry Square block - Water Street, 1909.
Source: Shorpy.
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Figure 2: 1895 view showing 118-124 North Summit Street properties.
Source: Toledo Public Library.

Figure 3: 130 North Summit Street, undated photo.
Source: Toledo Public Library.
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Figure 4: 118-124 North Summit Street, 1965.
Source: Toledo Public Library.

Figure 5: 118-124 North Summit Street, 1975.
Source: Toledo Public Library. (Ted Ligibel — photographer)
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.






Toledo
mann136-138 North Suauait St. (Gross Bldg.)

NAME OP DISTRICT:

Fort Industry Square

NANNNN
iy Toledo STATE BOUNTY

ADDRESS Of Oh'i"ER;Arciiit. Coaservaacy of Toledo
132 N. Suaait St.
Toledo, OH 43604

FEDERMM«fNEfARe€JUe«l«R*

DATE DPefiW INt§«SW»»lIE
CERTIFIED f\c,coim-\*uT\Ven JUN 0 1980
REMARKS - eee e

Tax Refonn Act

DATE OF REQUEST 5/6/80
DATE OF DOCUMENTATDN REQUEST

DATE DOCUMENTATION RECEIVED

SHPO OPINION OYES DNO

DATF RFOIJFSTFD

OATF RFCFIVFD

NATIONAL REGISTER DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY CONTROL



NAME 144-146 U. Suimit St. Toledo

NAME
OF DISTRICT:
Fort Industry Square

CITY N STATE M. COUNTY ~
Toledo &ucas

ADDRESS Qp OWNER: Arch. Coaservancy of Toledo
132 N. SuBBit St.
Toledo, OH 43604

FEDE RWML*A€IN€'r?'ReWB? «*

DATE [?PrtW*INEO*M(9I18S
CERTIFIED ff, COKm-IBUTIKIAN 6 1980
REMARKS

Tax Refora Act

DATE OF REQUEST 5/6/80
DATE OF DOCUMENTATDN REQUEST

DATE DOCUMENTATION RECEIVED

SHPO OPINION QYES DNO

DATF RFOIIF«;TFn

DATF RFCFIVFn

R84 (279) NATIONAL REGISTER DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY CONTROL



Nex..r 140-142 U, Suuit St. Toledo 5/6/80

NAME DATE OF REngEST

NAME Qp DISTRICT: DATE OF DOCUMENTATION REQUEST

Port Industry Square

NTY Toledo STATE COUNTY fiycas DATE DOCUMENTATION RECENMED

ADDRESS OF OWNER: Rrch. Conservancy of Toledo SHPO OPINION
132 K. SusBit St. [

Toledo, OH 43604
DATF RFO11F<TFn

FEDEMDbt #<06NOW«iOllliGrf

DATF RFPFIVFD
DATE DPIWWNTfO'tfi*P r 4Aon

4
CERTIFIED ~,om.A.AM(. JUN 6 1980
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Tax Reforffi Act

FHI-254 (279) NATIONAL REGISTER DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY CONTROL

HYES DNO



MY 152 North Su««it St. Toledo
NAME
OF DISTRICT:
Fort Industry Square
. - COUNTY
AN Toieddo OH Lucas

ADDRESS OF OWNER. Arch. Coaservancy of Toledo
132 Horth SusM&it St.
Toledo, OQii 43604

FEDERM*A€«NE€ ReGM»-pBR
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CERTIFIED ASC<7uTK!6i;rik)C JUN
REMARKS

6 1980

Tax Refora Act

DATE OF REQUEST 5/6/80
DATE OF DOCUMENTATION REQUEST

DATE DOCUMENTATION RECEVED

SHPO OPINION BYES DNO

DATF RFOIJFSTFD

DATF RFCFIVFD

FrRe2 12791 NATIONAL REGISTER DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY CONTROL
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132 North Suamt St. (For«er CePrisco Bldg.) e of 5/6/80
NAMVE REQUEST

DATE OF DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
NAME Q- D STRICT:
Fort ladustrii Square Historic District

cIry STATE COUNTY DATE DOCUMENTATION RECENVED
Toledo OH Lucas

Tol"dSHPO OPINION 3YES DN O
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Interslialie 71 ad 17lh Avenue
the o historical societg/ohio historical centericolumbusphio 43211tekephone 16Y) 46946

June 25, 1973

Dr. Wlliam J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of thelnterior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

VWashi ngton, D C 20240

Dear Bill:

| amtransmtting herewith 12 conpleted National Register applications
all of which have been approved by theChio Historic Site Preservation
Advisory Board and owners of subject properties have been notifiedof
our intent to Register.

G these 12 applications

1 i san BEMERENCY, Fort Industry Square, Lucas County. Reason for the
energency i sthat theblock i spresently designated for demolition by
the Tol edo Urban Redevel opment Association for a parking |l ot .

3 are corrected versions of applications submttedearlier: House of
Four Pillars, Lucas County; Spruce Run Earthworks, Del aware County;
and H gh Banks Wirks, Ross County.

The remai ning applications are new submttals as follows:
Chio Departnent of H ghway Safety Building, Franklin County
The Rawson House, Hamilton County

Harris, Dr. John, Dental Miseum Ross County

Connecticut Land Conpany Of fice, Lake County

Unionville Tavern, Lake County

Hart, G deon, House, Franklin County

Tuscan House, Lake County ]
Seeley, Uri, House, Lake County

Vdyne County Courthouse District, Vdyne County.

Sincerely,

Daniel R Porter
Di rector
DRP/ eg



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE  Cfirro

JUuL 28 873
Date Entered

Ncme L ocation
llaple S«sar Fom Bontatd vicinity
CflerjBont County
Earrle* Jr» Jolm, Dental Bchool Uaitibrigjre
Eos3 County
Fort Inaustty Giuare it _
Littcea County *
Also Notified _ _ o Off
Vriul , Btate Historic Preservation I cer
on KC;ILJJCI“! Iaft,fir. M. Daniel R Porter, Director
Ha# ViUlcn B liprcha The QM Hictorlcal Society
[lo Thatas L* Adhley Gol unbus, Chio [t3?l1
v Allan fi. Kerr, TOD M. Richard Leverti''
. i'", Am/ Corps
Kr. Floyd H. r*rde KWD of Engineers

Director, Nawrtheaat Region
I's:ott:Jal T/ 25/ T3






FORT INDUSTRY SQUARE

To most appropriately use the remaining examples
of Toledo's architectural heritage.

To enrich Toledo's sense of historical significance.

To take best advantage of Toledo's riverfront open
space.

To provide places and activities of variety and
delight for Toledoans and visitors in our Central
Business District.



The objective of helping to stimulate renewal of the downtown area through the
creation of an entertainment-cultural-shopping complex with a historic theme is
not new to Toledo. Many other cities have established such projects and a great
deal con be learned from their experience.

Restoration Projects in other cities include:

Old Town o Chicago
Gaslight Square - St. Louis
Underground - Atlanta
Larimer Square " Denver

The Cannery - San Francisco
Ghriadelli Square - San Francisco
German Town - Columbus
Shadyside - Pittsburgh
The Flats - Cleveland

All of the above projects share the common denominators of architectural and
historic significance; and all grew from older urban areas in rundown and
deteriorating conditions.






Toledo's "Old Town" development is proposed for the block bounded by Summit, Jefferson,
Water and Monroe Streets. This site offers a truly unique combination of assets to such a
project.

Through the work of the Landmarks Committee of the Maumee Valley Historical Society,
this block has been surveyed and submitted for designation by the National Registry of
Historic Places as a Historic Preservation District.

Quoting from Landmark Architecture of Northwestern Ohio - Toledo « Downtown and The
Old West End by Eric Johannesen and Allen Dickes;

"A characteristic group of stores is located on the east side of Summit Street between
Jefferson Avenue and Monroe Street. Built between 1862 and 1867, they are unusual
because the backs of the stores facing Water Street and the Maumee River are scarcely
less interesting than the Summit Street fronts. It is almost as if, these delightfully
various facades were designed to please the eyes of those working on the active
Maumee waterfront as well as those on downtown streets. And, in this regard, the
Water Street facades are testimony to Toledo's early character as a lake, canal and
river port."

The site is in the centroid of Toledo's early territorial, civic and commercial history. The
buildings stand on the exact location of the Stockade and Blockhouse of Fort Industry which
was built to enforce the treaty of Greenville (1795).

Toledo's first Harbor and Ship Building started in 1820 directly at the foot of our site. With
the advent of the Erie Canal, that area became the focal point for shipping in the entire
northwest region.



In addition, the Old Town site is situated within 500 feet of the birthplace of Fredric Prentice
(first white birth in the area - 1822); the first Packet Office (mailing address: Mouth of Swan
Creek and Maumee River); and the first railroad station (Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad - 1857).

Current development has placed our site on the proposed river park which includes nearly a
mile of frontage directly across the Maumee.

The site is ideally positioned one block from the soon to be constructed on and off ramps of
the interstate highway system and directly across the street from two existing parking structures.
Two additional parking structures are proposed for adjacent blocks.

The site adjoins major corporation and business population centers. Being completely
surrounded by either river park or Central Business District functions, there are no "slum"
aspects which accompany some old town developments in other cities.

There are 800 existing hotel and motel rooms within two blocks of the site. The construction
of the proposed convention center one block west will bring visitors and conventioners to
the old town facilities. -

Finally, the site is so situated in the Central Business District that it will be virtually
impossible to over-expand the idea into a sprawling series of honky-tonks as has been the
case in Chicago and St. Louis.
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Research into existing old town developments in other cities has revealed several reasons
for success. These can serve as goals for the organization and operation of Toledo's Old Town.
Privately developed
Profit-oriented
Broad-based group of owners
Well-capitalized under one organization
Control of:
Preservation and restoration
Architecture
General esthetics
Maintenance
Policing
Merchandise
Good mix of attractions (both day and night)

Strong tenant's association (for promotion and control)



Here is a suggested framework for the development of Toledo's Old Town:

Remove block from Urban Renewal Acquisition Schedule.
, Initial research indicates "Fort Industry Square" to be the best name for the Summit Street area.

Form private development corporation called Fort Industry Square, Inc. The firm would be
equity financed by existing property owners and with stock offered for sale to Toledo residents
interested in the future of the City.

The purpose of Fort Industry Square, Inc., would be to acquire, renovate and restore the
buildings for lease to commercial proprietors selected on the basis of creative and financial
ability, experience and motovation.

The development company would retain tight controls over all exterior and interior architecture;
merchandise and services and general asthetics including signage, graphics and landscaping.

All retail tenants would be required to join the Fort Industry Square Merchants Association.
The purpose of the Association would be to promote and publicize Fort Industry Square. Each
member would contribute monthly dues to finance these activities.

Names and nomenclature should be based, on historical research and endeavor whenever possible
to assign names to commercial establishments which reflect the history of the immediate area.

Particular attention would be given to achieve a productive assortment. The area would be
balanced, almost zoned, for restaurant and entertainment facilities carefully placed among

retail shops.

Upper-level facilities would be made available for offices and studios.






The following list represents the kinds of establishments and activities that might be incorporated
in Fort Industry Square:

Restaurants
New York House (Gourmet restaurant)
Money's (Restaurant with heavy period atmosphere)
Henry Brand's Brewery (Beer and sandwiches)

The Port Authority (Nautical bar)

Italian (name of first known Italian inhabitant) Restaurant

Entertainment

Fort Industry Playhouse (Repetory and children's theater)
The Moving Image (Cinema)

River Traffic (Discotheque)

The Erie & Kalamazoo Railroad (Discotheque)

The Crystal Spectacle (Coffee House)
Town Pump (Bar)



Events
Annual Art Show - Toledo and area artists
Concerts - closed street - rock - other
Fort Industry Regatta
Fishing Contest
Parades
Science Fair
Pet Show
Street Dance - Monday night
Bake Sole
Celebrity Tours
Sapphire Ball in Street
Recreate Toledo's First Christmas
Octoberfest

International Days



Tenants ( Supporting )
Barber (old time with billiards)
Attorneys
Architects
Photo Studio

Design Studios

Public Areas
Prentice Mall/Fountain
Authentic Caboose - Information Office
Prominode Park
Water Taxi to Riverside East

Marina

Prepared by: Sambom, Steketee, Otis & Evans, Inc,
Architects-Engineers-Planners
Toledo, Ohio 43624
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