AHR-e-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCRS use only
National Register of Historic Places received  KftR 3 1 1982
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions  in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic Rea-Proctor Homestead
and/or common Proctor Farm

2. Location

street & number 130 Couant Street not for publication
city, town Danver s vicinity of congressional district 61b
state Kassachuse 11s code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied X agriculture museum
V building(s) X  private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
~J__ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
_X, no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane John L. Sawyer & Elizabeth J. Harris

Sawyer: 16 Hickory Lane
street &nunber  Harris: 16641 Marquez Terrace

Sawyer;  Darien Mikr Connecticut 06820
city, town Harris; Pacific Palisades—vicinity of state California 90272

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 36 Federal Street
city, town baiem state I'lassachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of the Historic of the has this property been determined eleglble? yes X no
Commonwedth

date 1981 . federal x state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

city, town Boston state  Massachusetts



7- Descrlptlon Rea- Procter Honmestead. 180 Conant St.. Danvers

Condi tion Check one Check one

excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered )( origina site

good ruins altered noved date AH'
X tair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Rea-Proctor Honestead i s situated on thenorth side of Conant Street i n Danvers
(formally North Beverly and before that, Salem Village). The Rea-Proctor House i s
a frame building of 2 stories, with gable roof, 3 chimmeys, clapboard siding, and
18 roons. The property contains almst |h acres of meadow and and i s clearly
visible fromthe Route 128 expressway.

The phased devel opment of this farmhouse i sreflected inits variegated roofline, wngs and
asymmetrical facade. The principal facade has five bays; its roughly centered

doorway features half-height sidelights and a channeledarchitrave with center and

corner blocks. The original easternportion of the main building was constructed
(according totradition) in 1692 as a half-house. By 1731, the Rea family had

enlarged the house by adding two bays on the west, although theroofline hereis

slightly lower. o . > -

Extensive interior inprovenments were nade throughout the building by Captain |saac
Rea during hi s ownership (1798-1803). The panelling, wainscoting, Indian shutters,
and much of the hardware probably date to this period, and remain i nprime condition.
It may have been during this period that the w ndow sash were replaced with 8/12
lights and the fireplaces were nade smaller.

After 1812 a wing containing two roons was huilt on the west. This 2% story addition
has a chimey and plain doorway on the east end of its facade. In the md-nineteenth
century a small Ih story ell with separate chimey was added i nthe back of the
house. This back wing and the original 1692 portion of the house have been used
during the last hundred years mainly as a summer residence and are, froma
preservationists viewpoint, inpristine condition. There are no heating ducts and
only mniml electric and plumbingwork, mnimzing nmodern intrusions into this
historic house. Although basically i nsound condition, the structure does need
substantial stabilization neasures.

O the several outbuildings whichwere once on the property, only the old 3-stall
carriage shed with storage roomremins. As with the house, it isi nneed of
preservation.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
_x_ 1600-1699 architecture education military social/
_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1692 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Rea- Proctor Honmesteadis associated with two events of national significance:
the SalemVil | agewi tchcraft del usion of 1692, and the Essex Juntoplot, ¢c. 1804, in
whi ch Ti not hy Pi ckering and ot her Federal i sts hopedto organi ze New Engl and and New
York to secedefromthe Union. Inaddition, this Farnsite is significant as a
siteof continuous agricultural activity. The early 19thagricul tural experinents
whi ch Ti not hy Pi ckering conducted here are preci sely docunented and i nval uable to
t he study of early Americanagriculture. The Houseis alsoinportant for its
evi dence of architectural evolution. The propertythusneetscriteria A B, andC
of the NRHP. ‘ " -

Built i n1692 by Joshua Rea, Sr. and his son, John Rea, this house was t o remain
in theRea famly until 1803. Joshua Rea, Sr. was a |eader among SalemVillagers -
active i nmunicipal and church affairs. H and others i nhis famly were defenders
of neighbors accused as witches (John Proctor and Rebecca Nurse) at a time when such
defense was a personal risk. Indeed, Joshua Rea, Sr'sreal estatetransactions
indicate he may have divested himself of this house and farm and for fear of re-
prisals for his defense. An independent-thinkingman, Joshua Rea, Sr. was t heonly
one anong t hetwenty-five original nenbers of the SalemVillage church who opposed
Rev. Parris (the central figure anong accusers of "witches") i n 1695.

Wth Salenmis devel opment as a mercantile center and major port, successive
generations of theRea fam |y developed skills, i naddition tofarmng, which
reflected and supported Salems growth. Thus John Rea (owner from 1692-1731) was
a husbandman (farmer); G deon Rea, Sr. (owner from 1732-1750) a weaver; G deon Rea
(owner from 1750-1798) a cooper (barrelmaker); aid |saac Rea (owner from 1798-1803)
a sea captain and nmerchant.

Captain lsaac Rea was associated professionally and politically with nenbers of
the Essex Junto (the conservative wing of New England Federalists). Upon the death
of hiswife i n1803, Isaac Rea sold the Rea Honestead t o George Stuart Johonnot.
Johonnot's Essex Junto friends had recently persuaded Tinothy Pickeringtonove back
to Massachusetts from Pennsylvania, "buying hi mout" of an unwi se |and investment, so
he could again use his talents torepresent Federalist interests (Pickering had been
Postmaster General, US Secretary of War, and US Secretary of State under
Presi dents Washington and Adans). | n 1803, Timothy Pickering becane US  Senator
from Massachusetts. Johonnot had owned the Farmfor just a fewnonths, sellingi t
to Timothy Pickering i n1804 at a price 17%bel ow his purchase price, and one which
Pickering considered "a bargain."

During Senator Pickering's ownership of theFarm he played theallegedly central
role i ntheEssex Junto's plans for secession of New England, New York, and other m d-
Atlantic states from theUnion. Aside fromhis political activities, Pickering inmrersed
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9. Major Bibliographica References  AnBHH] |if)J yfBjf:{

Boyer, Paul, and Stephen Ni ssenbaum Sal em Possessed: The Social Origins of Wtchcraft

(Canbridge, MX Harvard Univ. Press, 1974).
Essex County Probate Records, Essex County Courthouse, Salem Mass.: Rea famly
probate records. Dockets 23310; 23320 esp.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1.427 acres.
Quadrangle name Salem, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description andjustification gee Attached Deed Description
The property nominated is the homestead lot of the Proctor Farm. The lot is rectangular,
measuring approximately 240' x 26.0'. It is bounded on the south by Conant Street, on the

anri nnrfh hy thp Prnrrnr Farm, and nn the east by the Thomas A. Flatlev Industrial Park.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
namefite Wedy Frontdero, Preservation Planner, with Elizabeth J. Haaris

oganizion Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae March 1, 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street , telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston date, Massachusetts

12- State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

A national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortfKipy the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  ieKg(Uin(<(J/~Oiri;dof, AVEgATLALAA date B/IIH/AA

; For HCRS use only
I I hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register
Entered In tha

Jfatlonal Begtstor "M

(eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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himself during Senate recesses into pioneering techniques of scientific agriculture at
his Farm and kept careful records of his experiments with plants and stock. Original
plans of his plantings on the homestead | ot are located in the Essex Institute in
Salem Though bitter political enem es, Pickering and Jefferson corresponded on
agricultural experiments (Pickering during these years sold Jefferson a corn-shelling
machine he had invented). Unlike the Jeffersonians with their slaves, the abolitionist
Pickering took pride in tilling the soil with his own hands. His visionof scientific
agriculture was essential for a New England that was separated from the Jeffersonian
Sout h.

Timothy Pickering sold the Farmin 1806. I'n 1812 Daniel Proctor purchased the
Farmand since that year it has been continuously owned and farmed as a famly farm
by the descendents of Daniel Proctor. In the last quarter of the 19th century the

Rea-Proctor Farmwas a showplace of the town of Danvers. Since 1940 the Rea-Proctor
Farmhas been a symbol of agricultural continuityin a modernizing environment. The
Boston beltway (Route 128) lies to the south; Beverly Airport lies to the north;
residential developrments |ieto the west; and an industrial park lies to the east.

In addition to the existing house and carriage shed, there are foundations of
a barn, squash house and several other outbuildings. Certain of these sites, al |
| ocated on the 14 homestead | ot, are virtually littered with early household arti-
facts, farm tools, and hardware. The continuityof one-famly ownership since 1812,
with itsnunmerous fam |y docunents, diaries and photographs, and itsstrong oral
tradition, conmbined with the precise agricultural journals of Timothy Pickering and
his descriptive letters, offer historic archaeologists a unique opportunity to
interpret the evolution of a New England farm over three centuries.
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Essex County Registry of Deeds, Essex County Courthouse, Salem Mss.: Rea famly
deeds, esp.: 19/180; 53/246-7; 58/64; 60/135; 75/145-6; 164/184.Johonnot, Pickering,
Porter, Proctor deeds: 172/195; 172/240-1; 173/223-4; 197/ 207.

Pickering, Timothy, MBS Essex Institute, Salem Mass.: Agricultural Journals,
1771-1819; Cash book, 1780-1829; Personal Letters (see esp. years 1803-1807).

Prentiss, Hervey Putnam "Tinothy Pickering andthe Federalist Party, 1801-1804,"
Essex Institute Historical Collections, LXIX January 1933, No. 1, pp. 1-35.

Sawyer/Harris collection of Proctor Famly MBS naps, plans, diaries, photos, tapes.
Proctor Farm 180 Conant Street, Danvers, Mass.

Stone, Edwin M, History of Beverly,. . . (Boston, Mass.: Janes Minroe, 1843), p. 80.

SalemVillage list of rates, 1690-1694. |Inprint at Essex Institute, Salem Mass.
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