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Original Site ffi

The basic architectural character of this building is 
exceptionly' large windows and doors were a typical Southern 
Modification*

The cramped conditions are exemplary of the period of construction. 
The buildings were designed, primarily as sleeping rooms rather than centers 
of family life, providing shelter and little more. Each apartment was 
originally divided into three long rooms each with its own fireplace. The 
front room bordering on the main avenue, Monroe Street, served as the 
gathering point in the apartment* Its width was dictated primarily by a 
bed's length and pedestrian way. The double hung windows and door transoms 
originally supplied light into the room which still has the dimly lit 
atmosphere, of its period. The central room was also sleeping quarters 
and shared a common chimney with the main room. The kitchens have been 
modified with electrical equipment, but the stack from the original fire­ 
place still exists.

The thick masonry walls not only supported the sharply pitched roof 
but also continued up through the roof structure bisecting the building 
providing a parapet or fire stop. The masonry sub-structure lifts the 
building above the ground to enable air circulation below the planked 
sub floor, and brick vents in the gable provide it through the trussed atti

The masonry details are outstanding examples of those used in cons­ 
truction during this period. Common bond or header bond make up all of 
the sj»UO^f t^l^jKKterjiiirui^jLs. The windowandJsor lintels are all 
jack arch lintels, made of voussoirs, or~cut brick, in soldier coursing. 
The window sills are made of simplified headers and a second row of common 
coursed brick work. The brick^**™******' ***** coping are detailed with 
simple corbelling. The chimneys, which are supplied by as many as four 
fireplaces, are, also, topped with several courses of corbelled brick work. 
The timber used in the sub-floor, roof trusses, and jambs' are large, rough 
cut pine planks, examples of a material available in quantity during the 
period. Each window originally had shutters for inclement weather and 
double hung windows in addition to the view window doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The M&nroe Street Apartments, dating from the m±^O$tii-jcentary, made 
up a portion ef Kacon's "common mn11 or commoners shelters, located behind 
'toe homes of the local upper-class, these apartments housed their workers, 
servants, and bondsmen.

The location, plan, and construction details of these apartments 
make them a record of a time when pride in construction could be seen in 
all types of structures, even the common cottage or shack shelter.

During the last part oi the Irfar Between the States these apartments 
were used by the Confederacy as hospitals for injured soldiers brought 
to Macon for treatment/ according to undocumented reports.

Court House records indicate numerous owners over 
a period of about one hundred years
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Bibb County Court House Records. 
Architect John Lawhorn's report on Construction and Arrangement. 
Present and previous occupancies over the years.
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