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CONDITION

f Check One)

AA Excellent f~l Good Q Fair [7] Deteriorated

(Check One) 

D Altered [Vj Unaltered
i /Tt

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if kfiowA) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

D Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Moved nX Orisinal Site

Kentucky's, magnificent Capitol 
stone terracp. »Thp f ar.p-wnrk

is surrounded by an architectural
stone terrace. *The face-work of the three story building is 
constructed of Oolitic limestone from Bedford, Indiana/and has 
a Vermont granite base. The outer walls are ornamented with 70 
Ionic columns of Bedford stone.l

A richly sculptured pediment graces the north entrance. It show 
a heroic lady, Kentucky, standing in front of a chair of State, 
with Progress, History, Plenty, Law, Art, and Labor as her at­ 
tendants.

The nawe is generous in length and breadth and is ornamented wit 
36 monolithic columns of granite from Barre, Vermont. The 
white marble used in construction of walls and stairways is from 
Georgia quarries. Tennessee and <rtal-y furnished marble for the 
floors - Tennessee the light, Italy the dark.

Lunettes of the nave are decorated with handsome oil paintings, 
depicting significant events in Kentucky's pioneer history.

In the House 
effect which
"Scagliola." The unusual 
marble dust to a sublayer 
giving the surface a high

Of Representatives and Senate Chambers is a marble 
is a form of ornamental plastering known as

effect is achieved by applying fine 
of gypsum mixed with glue, and then 
polish.

Much French influence is found' in- the bui Tding. The rotunda and 
interior of the dome, and the lantern and dome exterior, were 
copied from .the Hotel des Invalides over Napoleon's Tomb in 
Paris. Stairways, banisters, and balustards are patterned after 
those in the Opera of Paris. The State Reception Room is a rep­ 
lica -of, Nra^ie Antionette's drawing room in the, G,ra.nd Triano:n 
Palace at Versailles
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P ERIOD fcftecfe One or More as Appropriate^

Q Pre-ColumMan | CH '^th Century 

Q 15th Century D T7th. Century

D 18fh Century 

Q, T9th Century

(X] 20th Century

and Known)_____1 904 ^ T'906; 1910

AREAS OF StSt*r.FlCAN.CE: fCfceck Oae or mare- && Appropriate)

A bar f gtti oE

D Prehistoric

D Historic 

|~| Agriculture 

J^ Architecture 

D Art 

f~i Commerce 

| t Communications 

{ | Conservation

[j p Education

Fl E

PatbtfcaF f | Urban Planning

'

f I Invention 

| | Landscape

Architecture 

PI Literature 

n Military 

Music

iosophy 

f~t Science 

O Scutptwre 

PI, Social/Human­

itarian 

O Theater 

{ j Transportation

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PI pins for construction of Kentucky's, Capitol wtere he§un when it 
was determined that Kentucky wtiuld receive at least one million 
dollars from the federal government for claims stemming from the 
Civil War and the Spanis'h-Ame'rican War. The 1904 General Assem­ 
bly, at the request of Governor O.C.W. Beckham, appropriated 
a like amount and appointed a Capitol Building Commission.

A special session of the General Assembly, in February, 1905, 
selected a thirty-four acre site, 599 feet above sea level, in 
south Frankfort, and appropriated $40,000 for its purchase. 
Ground was broken and excavation begun, May;25, 1905. The ori­ 
ginal completion date was set for 1907, but unavailable delays 
resulted and it was two years later, December 1909, before the 
various departments of state government could move into the 
offices. One month, later, January^ 19.10, the first session of 
the Kentucky General Assembly was fheTd in the hew quarters. On 
June 1', 1910, the new Capitol. Bui.lding was officially dedicated 
ost of the building, ( inclu'di htf 1 and, co'nsiriic'ti'Oh, and furni­ 

shings was $1 ,820,000.00    ' - ;   ' ''

The contract for the design of the Capitol Buildi :ngwent to a 
brilliant young architect, Prank Mills Andrews, who had the cou 
and initiative to break awaynTOTfT^Tie^bi'rv'eJtTfonal design of 
public buildings. Early in his career, Andrews became an 
admirer of the "Francaise," having been greatly impressed by the! 
artistic results of the design of so mcf|y showplaces of France.
onsequently, in the design of the Kentucky Capitol Building, hel 

decided to combine the stur4y majestic profile of the Grecian 
th the highly ornate elegance of French styling.

[The interior of the dome and the roWnda were chosen by Andrews to 
be the fijain portion of the building to portray the French influ-I 
fence. This area is patterned after the Tomb Of Napoleon. To
emind the world that Kentucky furnished the President for both 

the Confederacy and the Union iw«nfng the Civil War, the statues 
of Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln occupy prominent places 
in the rotunda. The statues of the statesman Henry Clay and the 
loted pioneer surgeon, Ephriam McDowell, are also included in 
the rotunda. (See Continuation Sheet)
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
-

CORNER ' LA-TJT'UDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

NE. . ° 

SW g » .

LONGITUDE :

Degrees Minutes Seconds

0 . » 

O i a

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
p OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
ft , \ . " - ' > 

  LATITUDE   ' s  

Degrees Minutes

38° 11 '

LONGITUDE

Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

12" 84 ° 52' 33"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: «& . 3 aCr6S X^OT"

1LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C O U j^^N^JfcrNj

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

CODE

\
CODE

CODE-

CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

§[ m * s
Ion N^Tl 
\A REGI

NsP^^"

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Charles F . ,

"AT?t-t|/ /N.

NEfl' V\ C °DE
I jaf«* V - CODE

r*
ONrU- Ij^ CODE

STER ^S/
^xKCV/ CODE"T9\!V'r

?i^ilii:l§li|:ii^i^:^lii¥?^^

P a r r i <: h _ AcciQ-f-ant nirortnv
ORGANI ZATION

K p n t ij r ky H <* ^ i t a n P f- nmnvi c c i n n ' ' '
STREET AND NUMBER: "

401 Wapping

DATE . .

.' -,'v-..-.' 6/T^J Sed

Street
CITY OR TOWN:

"• :F r~a n k;ff o^r^t '

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na'- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [A) /-State BJT/f Local Q]

/' ' <<C---^ ^ , rnn . 

Title State Liaison Qffieer

Date June 21, 1972

STATE

1 K:e^ituc
CODE

kv 21

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. . •'.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historist Preservation 

Date

. ATTEST: * 'r*<*^J?SP***7vi/
$f fffrmr-*j*
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Form 10-SOOa 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

KENTUCKY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

197*
(Number all entries)

Of particular beauty 
Archi tect Arrkws here
drawing room in 
There the walls

and charm is the State 
produced a replica of

Reception Room.
Marie Antionette 1

the Palace of the Grand Trianon of Versailles.
are covered by paintings of the original Gobelin 

tapestry. The Scagoliola on both the walls and the ceilings is 
copied after the Pavonazzo marble that was used in the French 
Palace.

Carpet in the Reception Room was woven in Austria from the French 
Ellane pattern, and is said to be the largest specially designed 
rug ever made; it is 56 x 16 feet and has been in use since 1910 
A most unusual feature of the Reception Room is the lighting 
effect brought about by the continuous mirror reflection of the 
three chandeliers and their elaborate arrangement of glass 
pri sms.

NATIONAL 
REGISTER

GPO 921-724



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet) #%

STATE

Kentucky

Franklin
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

APR 1
DATE

a 1971
(Number all entries)

#8 Statement of Significance

Since the time of its completion the Kentucky State Capitol Building has 
contained the office of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and their Ad- 
ministrativeistaff, as well as many other important state offices. It has 
also served as the bienniam meeting place of the Kentucky General Assembly 
Since January, 1910, all State Legislation has been voted on and become 
law in the Chambers of this building. Governors^ Legislators, and other 
state officials have gained political prominence in careers launched in the 
halls and rooms of the Kentucky State Capitol Building.


