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OrganizationBrookline IListorical
Fall

Date 1980

'1- 147-9

Commi ssion

Area Form no.

Town Brookl::n.e MRA
Addr ess 29 Linden Place
Piouse
1 residential -single family
resident:al - 2 family
Oaner shi p: Private individual

Private organization

Public

Original ownerThomas Aspinwall David

DESCRIPTION:

Date 181+1+
Source Eijitori,cal_SjEet.ch* -
By Harriet Woods Jrine
Style Ttalianate and Gothic Revival
eiem.ents

Architect not available

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

Qut bui I di ngs none

Major alterations (with dates) 19 03

new cellar, also altered to two-.fam.ily

Entrance portico added - date unknown

Frop" middle of present

Moved house |-otfi. for MP Date 1903
21 K 22 Linden P1L&" St.

Approx. acreage Under one acre

Setting Form.erly set in tlie large lot
bounded bv Linden Pt. and Linden Place
this house was noved to make
way for 12 other houses built
on that lot, and is now closely flanker

by. three.,-decker G . Stands mtMn its larger
onginai lot, vhxdh was subdivided in 1903
for 12 additional houses

(Staple additional sheets here)



29 Linden Place neets NR criteria A B and G bting one of theearliest housesto
be built i nthe 1843 Linden Place subdivision, a planned residential area created
by Thomas Aspinwal | Davis, once Mayor of Boston, and first owner of this house which
is an unusual exanple of theGothic Revival/ltalianate style. Because of the presence
of nuch later infill, this house and other surviving components of the Linden Place
devel opnent ar e being nomnated individually.
7 - . fimi- A nfii 7.7 i

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNH CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate i n ternms of other buildings within conmunity)
Nunmber 29 Linden Place i sa rectangular, 2h story house with 2 central chim
neys flanking an octagonal cupola, a long rear el | and a first floor bay win-
dow i ntherear. | tisnow quite plain, although original eiements ofthe
Gothic Revival style remain i nthedecorative bargeboards and drip moul dings
over t hew ndows, and t hedesign i sarticulated by thecorner boards and match-
ing string course. An ol dphotograph (nowmissing) i nthemin [ibrary show
ed tYir™rQur~he™e | twas noved, with a Gothic gallery ai“ross thefront and
trinf)argfeboaras continued along under thecornices. The g*lery was probably
removed, and t he small portico substituted, when t he house was noved i n 1903,
as i tsplacement at thesidewalk left no room for theporch. A house (since
(Continued)

HSTCRCAL SSGNH CANCE (explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history
and how t he building relates t othedevel opnent of t heconmunity)

Harriet VJoods, i nHistorical Sketches of Brookline, 1874, states
"The site of Linden Place was -Pornerl™ an extensive cherry and apple or -
chard...This ground remained xm?>fttGfts>cti*x<the property of t he Davis
fam ly until 1843...1t was then laid out i nhouse lots and sold at pub-
[ic auction. Tt was thefirst land thus sold i nBrookline, and t hehigh-
est price paid for any part cf i twas five and a half cents a foot...The
central | ot was taken by Kr. Thormas Aspi”nwall Davis, and for hi mwas built
the house now occupied by fir. Goodnovj."

T. A Davis was the son of Fbenezer Davis 3d and a M ss Aspinwall -
his greatgrandfather had em grated from '.eedes t o Boxburv i nthelate 17th
century - and was born i nthe ol dDavis house on Harrison Place (Kent St.)
in 1798 At 14 he v.'a placed i na jeweller's shop i nBoston, and although
he had no formal schooling, he read a great deal and later studied |awon
his own. He became a partner i nthejewelry business with Julius Palmer,
and built this house on thetrianple of land formed '~y Linden Place and
Linden Street, spending time ornamenting thegrounds with trees and shrubs.
Davis entered politics, and after two unsuccessful attempts as a candi date
for mayor of Boston, he was elected by a bare majority as a candi date of
a new political organization called the Native .American Party. (See Koren,
bel ow, for more information). The Hon. Thomas Aspinwall Davis served as
Mayor of Boston for less than a year; he sent in. hisresi.gnation dueto
Il health, but i t vtas not accepted, and he was still nominally mayor when
he died i nNovenber of 1845. Davis left a wi dow but no, chi Idren. The house
v.7as soon sold, and Mss ;'.Jook states that i t chan.ged ovmers more freouently
than anv other i nLinden Place.

Captain Benjamn Bradley vras t he next owner of this house, a nan of
sone notoriety i nthetown. (See Mss Wods, p. 195, and Curtis, pp. 213-14).

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFHEHRENES ( Continued )
-Wbods, Harriet, Historical Sketches of Brookline, PD. 63-6 5 195

Koren, John, ".Bbston T822-1922",""""100 "Year s a"City, City of Boston Printing
Dept. , 1923 A AR S . . N
Maps, 1844 , 1855 t . ! : Y]
Tax lists, 1861-69 , - o>, Lo 7

Boston Directories, 1845, 1867, 1869, 1870
(Continued) C
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I NVENTORY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Comnunity:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Cd™MSSION Brookline
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Forai No

Property Name Thomas Aspinwall
Davis House

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued beow.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE

dentolished) was built in 1850 i n Canbridge with many similar features, i n-
cluding the octa onal cupola, the two flanking chimeys, the center gable
and the decorative bargeboards al | along the roof edge. (See Md Canbridge,
Canbridge Historical Comm ssion, 1967, fig. 79). Although there are two

. smaller Gothic 'cottages" (both altered) nearby at #1 and #9 Toxteth St.,
thisklhouse, with itscupola and large ell, is the only one of itskind in
Brookline.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE soe | o S ;o
According to Whods, he owned considerable property in Brookline Village,

and he also owned and built a number of houses el sewhere. (See formfor

116 VJarren Street). H was a Town Constable and a captain inthe militia, !
but he was best known inthe town for his efforts to annoy neighbors by
building unsightly structures infull view of their houses, and for estab-
lishing the settlements on Bradley's Hill (Philbrick Rd.) and near Jamai-

ca Pond. After his death Albert M Aldrich, a purveyor of butter and
cheese at 4 Faneuil Hall Mkt., bought the property, and he soor, sold it,
with itsstable and almost an acre of land to Seth K Crowell in 1868.
(See 44 Linden St. for disposal of the rest of the original houselot).
Crowell ran Crowell, Bro. S Co., paints and oils, at 92 Sudbury St., Bos-
ton. The next year he had sold the property to Asa Goodnow, - a tobacco <
mer chant at 12 Central Wharf, who retaine,d ownership for a nunber of years 4
:and was mentioned as the owner by M ss Wod in 1874. .

In 1903 this house was noved from it slocation inthe center of the X
housel ot, facing HarVfird St., to itspresent site inorder to nake roomfor
new buildings, and where once i twas the only house there, i tnow shares

the |l otwith twelve other structures.

Further research has uncovered nore information about Thonmas Aspin-
wal |l Davis' role inthe development knov/n as Linden Place, which was the
first such subdivision inthe Village area. |In 1834 and 1835 Davis acquired
part of the land he developed by buying up the shares of his brothers
Ebenezer Davis of Andover and Increase S Davis of Wentworth, N H which
V70uld have cone to them after their mother's death. The mother of al | three,
Lucy Aspinwall Davis Holden, had, after the death of her husband Ebenezer
Davis in 1807 , married James Holden, and the land on which Linden Place was
laid out became known as Holden's Farm | n November of 1842 T. A Davis
bought from hi s mother and Janes Hol den their 3/4 share of the land, "...
being and lying inthe centre of said Brookline containing 31 acres \ and
37 rods - the said land being divided intwo parts by the county road |ead-
ing from Brooklineto Canmbridge and called Harvard Street and being the
sanme |and of the said Lucy held invirtue of her right of dower in the es-
tate of her late husband Ebenezer Davis...".

In 1843 Thomas Aspinwall Davis proceeded to have the land platted i n-
to lots, on a plan drawn by A V/iadsworth, and to sell off the lots. Al -
t hough a nunmber of the lots were on the west side of Harvard St., between
the present Pierce St. and School St., none of the houses built therere-

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE '

main today. Not al | of the Iand was platted - E F Wodward' s plan of
1841 shows that the land consisted of 18 acres and 3 rods of upland, and
8 acres and 1 rod of marsh. At least one parcel of land was sold with a
house on it, but i tis not clear whether Davis built the house or i t had
existed previous to the subdivision - in August of 1844 Davis sold to
Wlliam |. Bowditch (see 9 Toxteth Street and 261 Tappan St.) | ot 15, nost
of 1ot 14 and part of 13 "...with the cottage and grove thereon standing...'
Davis inposed a nunber of restrictions on v.'hat could be done with the
lots and included amenities for all buyers - al | proprietors of land held
a right incomon to Linden Park and the Court (present Pierce St.) and
Avenue (Linden St.) were "to be forever kept open for the use and conven-
ience of all the proprietors of Linden Place...'' Furthermore, lots were
sold "...upon the condition that no building shall be erected upon said
tracts within thirty feet of Harvard St. or of the Court or Avenues laid
dowh on said plan and upon the further condition that the only buildings
to pe erected upon said land or placed thereon, shall be dwelling houses
and® their appurtenances exclusive of al | shopyards or other conveniences
for" manufacturing or mechanical purposes”". (Lib. 141, f. 105 Deed) *
" By 1844 a nunmber of substantial houses had been built in Linden
Place (see 4 Perry St., and fis 12, 19 and 53 Linden St.). Charles H
Stearns remarked at the BrooklineHistorical Society's Annual Meeting in
1920 that "The houses built on this place were considered at the time of
their erection, beautiful structures and the colony was rather aristocrat-
ic. | twas a beautiful section of town and the land to the north and west,
now covered with houses, was then a beautiful woods, with a brook.running
through it."
* An addition to cited deed, dated Sept. 29, 1845, renders al | conditions
null and void after Jan. 1, 1850. . -
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES . te! oo’ N\

Stearns, Charles H, "President's Annual Address", Proceedings of the
Brookline Historical Society, 1920, pp. 5 and 6.

Deeds and Pl ans, Norfolk County Courthouse, Dedham - L. 105 f. 16, 1834,
L. 109 f. 17, 1835, L. 139 f. 31, Nov. 24, 1842, includes plan by E F
Wodward dated Nov. 26, 1841, L. 141 f. 105, My 1843, includes Plan by
A Wadsworth, L. 149 f. 92, Aug. 24, 1844

Staple to Inventory form at bott j,
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Davis, Thomas Aspinwall, House (Brookline

MRA) ~
Norfolk County
MASSACHUSETTS - * Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: PN T*)"p(--1p?jA tzZZ
Action: ACCEPT. p oy
e resubmission -tha RETURN
e nomination by person or local government tarr e, W»tOT REJECT
d owner objection ? national »»«"MAN
O appeal
Substantive Review: + sample + request O appeal Q NRdecision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

?. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownarthip Sutut Pratent Uia
Public Aoqultltion Ac«awlbl«

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Cheek one

excellent C] deteriorated unaltered original site
A gnj CD ruins altered moved date.
o fair unexposed

Describe the pretant and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
CH completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
o dates

1 | boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph wi ll-,0aiC |- t,: :>c™ AL7\iLfiZfiL t LiO(L]
CD completeness fi.-

CD clarity . * tiiele

CD applicable criteria '

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception

CD other

£+ f-

9. Major Bibliographical Referencei

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local -fr-- eee'e
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

i,
CD Maps
CD Photographs *

* other Ui

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet
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