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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Molii Fish pond lies within the native Hawaiian land division of 
Hakipuu, immediately adjacent to the very sacred lands called Kualoa. 

./A long wall, some 4,000 feet in length, arcs gracefully from the shores 
to separate some 125 acres of shallow water from the northern rim of 
Kaneohe Bay.^The wall was built before recorded history and like many 
other of the famous engineering feats of the ancient Hawaiians, is 
attributed to the work of the menehunes, a mythical people. Probably 
less magic than simple hard work by a multitude of workers was involved 
however, for the wall isXsuperbly constructed of stacked stones on the 
inner and outer faces, with a packed fill of small rock and coral between, 
The main wall is generally about ten feet across, but varies considerably 
over its length, ft shows evidence of having been repaired or rebuilt in 
section! where lengths of stacked stone facings are visible behind the 
present inner facings. /

Today, three makaha (sluice gates) are both in constant use and in 
good condition. JfFwo additional makaha have been long abandoned to the 
encroaching sand and silt.

/Mullet thrash around these makaha attempting to get out of the pond 
into the deeper waters of Kaneohe Bay but are prevented by the makaha 
construction. It is here that the Hawaiians netted fish as needed,Xand 
it is here today that Mr. George Uyemura nets them commercially, for 
Molii is an operating fish pond. Fingerlings are netted along the shal­ 
lows of Kaneohe Bay and placed,in the small holding ponds constructed 
as low wallecl divisions along tne seaward portion of Molii. A more 
narrow wall angles across the main part of the fish pond, roughly divid­ 
ing it into two parts, but has been broken in places by the disease of 
time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/ -..(, M .-,,-:. ; : ... ..!( 
/The Hawaiian fish pond is a unique development of.the ancient 

Hawaiians; it is not found in the rest of-Polynesia nor,, probably, 
anywhere in the mainland United States. The fish pond was used in 
a form of ocean farming, or aquaculture and illustrates the intimate 
knowledge of sea husbandry, engineering, and conservation that was 
attained by the ancient Hawaiians. /

Molii fish pond is one of four such fish ponds remaining on 
Oahu that are in good condition, accessible to the public, and which 
lend themselves readily to preservation and possible interpretation. 
Of these four fish ponds on Oahu, Molii is without doubt, the most 
important for it is in the best condition, the largest, still in 
operation, and set next to a developing County park. A great deal of 
historical data exist on pond ownership and operation for Molii, and 
could be incorporated into an excellent interpretive picture of
Hawaiian aquaculture.. ,.._.-..,-*   - i    -   , -   . --

Molii fish pond is, therefore, the leading example of the Hawaiian 
fish pond on Oahu, and one that could be preserved to provide later 
generations with an understanding and appreciation for the important 
place in Hawaiian subsistence of fish ponds.

Plans have been made to incorporate Molii fish pond into the 
Kualoa Beach Park of the City and County of Honolulu. The highest 
level of protection should be given Molii to ensure that it is so 
incorporated, and that the City and County actively and responsibly 
pursue their stewardship of this important Oahu site.
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